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Liberace’s ‘Biddies to Bobbysoxers 
Appeal in $60,000 Garden Payoff 


“By JOE COHEN 


Liberace, whose dimples, cande- 
labra and vast popularity with fe- 
males, and especially aging ones, 
-has already occasioned-a field day 
‘for Broadway wisecrackers, did the 
impossible last week — he filled 
‘Madison Square Garden, N. Y., the 
‘only pianist to even attempt that 
feat- since the late Ignace Pader- 
ewski. From biddies to bobby- 
sockers, from dames to dowagers, 
Liberace elicited 15,000 paid ad- 
missions at $6 top for a gross hov- 
ering around $60,000. No male at- 
traction has devastated the oppos- 
ing sex in these terms since Ru- 
dolph Valentino, an ex-waiter from 
Italy with soulful, shortsighted 
eyes, appeared dressed up like.a 
-Bedouin sheik who had gone to 
‘Oxford. ; : 

With perhaps 95% of the_crowd 
in skirts, it was amazing how many 
tricks and wiles the femmes of all 

(Continued on page 62) 


Postmark to Plug 
Bway Legit Pitched 
ForN.Y.Post Office 


Use of a postmark plugging the 
Broadway theatre has been sug- 
gested for the N. Y. Post Office. 
It’s figured that with billions of 
pieces of mail going through the 
local postoffice annually, much of 
it to other cities and towns 
throughout this and other coun- 
tries, the gimmick would provide 
enormously valuable ballyhoo for 
one of New York’s major tourist 
attractions. 

Idea was suggested by Sol 
Jacobson, pressagent of the Broad- 
way productions of “Teahouse of 
the August Moon” and John Mur- 
ray Anderson’s “Almanac.” He 

{Continued on page 55) 


Housewives, Clerks, Secs 
Hitting Europe in 1954; 
4,604 ‘Common Laborers’ 


Washington, June 1. 

Everybody’s going abroad—most 
of them for pleasure and personal 
business, according to the reports 
xept by Uncle Sam's passport divi- 
ion, , 

In the first three months of 1954, 
no fewer than 117,400 Americans 
either renewed old passports or 
took out new ones. Nearly 52,000 
of them reported they were travel- 
ing for pleasure, and 45,000 more 
went on personal business. 

‘ Most interesting is the break- 
< by oeeupations. No less than 
ey of those receiving passports 
‘sted themselves sas housewives, 
(Continued on page 63) 











Lick Their Cheops 


Frontpaged discovery of 
Pharaoh Cheops’ funeral ves- 
sel in a hidden subterranean 
corridor besides his Great 
Pyramid last week had the 
20th-Fox _. p.r. crew doing 
handsprings but modestly de- 
clining any credit for staging 
this archaeological coup. 

Outfit didn’t neglect to point 
out, however, that it has “The 
Egyptian” coming up this fall 
and that the subject matter is 
somewhat closely related. 


Perle Mesta Spoofs D.C. 
Protecol as Showbiz 
And Diplomacy Frolic 


By HERMAN LOWE 


Washington, June 1. 

Show biz reps rubbed shoulders 
with international society and the 
Fourth Estate at Perle “Call Me 
Madami”’ Mesta’s party past Satur- 
day (29) in honor of the distaff 
side of capital press corps. Famed 
“hostess with the mostest’”’ mixed 
Hollywood, Broadway and Wash- 
ington in a dazzling return to the 
party circuit she deserted to as- 
sume role of Minister to Luxem- 
bourg during the Truman adminis- 
tration. Protocol was tossed over- 

_ (Continued on page 55) 











OPERA RULING 
AFIRST WEDGE 


Washington, June 1. 

The U. S. Supreme Court has 
opened the way to ending segrega- 
tion in southern theatres, although 
it has not acted on any case specif- 
ically touching on this problem, in 
the opinion of knowledgable 
lawyers here. The way was cleared. 
it is felt, when the High Court 
ruled, May 24, that a city-owned 
amphitheatre in Louisville, Ky., 
could not bar Negroes from an op- 
eratic performance. The opera was 
presented by a private group which 
leased the amphitheatre. 

“The Supreme Court,” said one 
interested source, “knocked out 
segregation in theatres or similar 
structures owned by a municipality 
or a state. However, the ruling 
does not, as it stands, specifically 
affect a privately owned and op- 
erated theatre. 


“But other’ possibilities are 
opened. When the legal theory of 
this ruling is further developed, a 
ease could center on the fact that 
private theatres must be licensed 
by cities or states and that the state 
must withhold a license from those 
which segregate or bar any race.” 

A check with the D. C. office of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
discloses that no theatre segrega- 
tion cases are pending anywhere 
in the country. So far as the office 
knows, none is contemplated. 





But a test case, affecting hotels, 
(Continued on page 63) 





SEGREGATED THEATRE CRACKING 





N.Y. Council Has Tax Alibi Ready: 
It's Not Them, It's Him (Dewey) 





No Boneheads They 


James Michener, whose fic- 
tion about the South Seas 
rivals Dorothy Lamour’s sa- 
rong as a producer of bank 
deposits, was a chief speaker 
the other day at an Authors 
Guild meeting in N. Y. devoted 


dictum that “nobody but a 
bonehead ever wrote. except 
for money.” 


Said author Michener: 
“There would be no literature 
if there were no old pros and 
there would be no old pros if 
there, were no beginner writ- 
ers.” 











Soviet Troops Invade 
West!’ In Army Show 
From Heidelberg Radio 


Washington, June 1." 

An Orson Welles type scare tn- 
troduction to an Armed Forces Day 
broadcast in West Germany May 
15 is still having repercussions 
here. The one-hour broadcast by 
the Armed Services Network in 
West Germany was called “Don’t 
You Believe It.”” Just as it got un- 
| der way,-there was a cut-in with 
|an announcer saying, “We inier- 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Patsy For Politicians 


The mayor of New York City, show business’ 
hometown, drew back his political fingers from 
a number of proposed, and newfangled, munici- 
pal taxes when real estate and professional 
interests, including advertising, hollered bloody 
homicide and threatened reprisals. Will Bob 
Wagner now retreat from his latest scheme to 
get more revenue for the city by “hijack- 
ing” part of the tax relief which Congress, after 
long beseechment, recently granted to the 
amusement, industry? It’s an open question. 
Meanwhile theatres and cafes, taking their cue 
from the mayor’s own respect for loud wailing, 
are doing just that. 

Wagner’s position seems to be inat the the- 
atres were able to live with a 20% admission 
tax, which has been cut to 10%, and he now 
proposes to grab back for the city half the relief 
granted by the Federal Government. Not sur- 
prisingly, showmen are blowing their tops at 
this kind of reasoning. They fear, too, and not 
implausibly, that as goes New York so may go 
many another big and not so big city. The 
thing is not local or special only, but also 
dangerously contagious. 


Following the Monday holiday, entertain- 
ment interests were massing at City Hall, 
yesterday (Tues.) and the strongest possible 
case will be laid on the line. Will Wagner re- 
main indifferent to the pleas and the data, 


which is expected to be the most comprehen- 
sive ever marshalled by the film industry? 


Regardless of the fate of the 5% tax, the 
moral is already clear enough. Even in its own 
hometown with a mayor who professedly is 
sympathetic, but acts otherwise, show busi- 

ess has not done an effective public relations 
or political relations job. Neither Wagner nor 
the people generally seem to have heard of the 
thousands of theatres which have closed since 
1946. If it is contended that these have been 
mostly smalltown ‘situations, one has but to 
run up Broadway from Columbus Circle and 
check off the film houses which have recently 
vanished, to wit: Park, Colonial, Lincoln, 77th, 
81st, in a span of 20-odd blocks. 


When will show business stop being the patsy 
for politics? First’to be taxed, last to get relief 
first to be panhandléd by every officeholder 
for benefits, collections and. favors, .last. to be 
appreciated, showmen are getting this newest 
lesson, in their own hometown, of the need for 
aggressive defense. Maybe it isn’t irrelevant 
to remark that the thousands of free admis- 
sions bestowed upon the political brethren 
may have engendered contempt for the value 
of theatre tickets, and the difficulty of selling 
them. Maybe if more politicians paid to get in 
they might be more aware of what admission 
tax means to showmen and why the city, cop- 
ping a soft touch after the theatres’ hard-won 


victory against the Federals, hag been. so emo- | party, 


tionally attacked by showmen, 


* Supported by a massive anti-tax 


demonstration of theatre em- 
| ployees, reps of New York’s en- 
|tertainment industry pleaded with 
|the City Council's financial com- 
,mittee yesterday (Tues.) to drop 
|the proposed 5° admissions tax 
| already approved by the Board of 
| Estimate. 


Film «Qbibs, by far the largest 


to Dr. Sam Johnson's ‘oid “sroup to be affected by the levy, 


turned out in force at the hear- 
ing which lasted throughout the 
day as the committee had prom- 
ised “fair and thorough” consid- 
eration of the issue. Many impas- 
sioned words were spoken by the 
theatremen, the main point being 
that the 5% impost not only would 
be ruinous to many theatres but, 
instead of bringing the city an ex- 
pected $9,000,000, would actually 
yield only $1,500,000. 

Even as the theatre industry 
presented its case, it became ob- 
vious that there might be some 
buck-passing on the part of the 
Councilmen. Repeatedly they made 

(Continued on page 20) 


ABC Throwing In 
N.Y. Par Theatre 


or Firestone Biz 


ABC's trump card in its bid for 
Firestone’s simulcast business, is 
the Paramount Theatre in N. Y. 
The American Broadcesting-Para- 





| mount Theatre outfit has offered 


Firestone use of the UPT flagship 
house for its programs on Monday 
nights on a free-admission basis, 
and the web has reportedly cleared 
the project with all the unions in- 
volved. 

Wherever Firestone goes, it 
seems definite that it will air on 
Mondav nights, since it’s booked 


| all its talent for next season for 


(Continued on page 34) 





Borze Setting Unique 


B’ way Mark; Into Eishth 
Month With Over 5006 


Victor Borge, reaching his eighth 
month today (Wed.) at the Golden, 
N.Y., with his “Comedy In Music” 


| presentation, has set a record that’s 


unique for a strictly one-man show 
on Broadway, and one that isn’t 
likely to be equalled. 

With the end of the run nowhere 


|in sight yet, the pianist-comic has 


already drawn around $650,000 (in- 
ciuding tax) across the b.o. window 
since he opened last Oct. 2. By ac- 
tual figure, as of May 15, Borge had 
garnered $510,857.55 net (‘tax ex- 
cluded) at a $4.80 top. This has 
been done without a single theatre 
with no advance before 
(Continued on page 54) 
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_ career-wise than the charge of be- 





What's More Hurtful Than Red’ Shur? 





Actors Get Lesson in Fine Points of Law From 
Julian Vs. ‘Red Channels’ 








Entertainment circles in Man- 
hattan last week were widely dis- 
cussing the reasons-why for the 
failure of the suit of a radio actor- 
narrator, Joe Julian, to stand up if 
court against “Red Channels.” The 
legalistic fine points for the dis- 
missal of the acticu- were lost upon 
show f6lk who have learned that 
no charge can be leveled against 
any performer more damaging 


ing, haying been, or tending to be, 
a follower of Communist Party 
fronts. By contrast it would hardly 
ruffle anybody’s feathers to de 
branded a psycho, homo or wino. 
Yet Justice Irving H. Sayp6! in 
N. Y. Supreme Court saw no 
proved damage. ’ 

The surprise anti-climax was the 


more startling to entertainers be- |° 


cause great store had been put in 
an official of the Milton Biow ad- 
vertising agency, Charles Martin, 
testifying that Julian was one of 


many barred from acting jobs by | 


reason of the inclusion of his name 
among 150 in the “Red Channels” 
catalog. Edward R. Murrow, Rob- 
ert Saudek, Morton Wishengrad 
and Charles Collingwood, all re- 
spectable figures, had also testified 
for the actor. But the very esteem 
and confidence they expressed with 
regard to Julian seems to have un- 
dercut his charge of having been 
“damaged.” 
such important admirers and still 
be a pariah in broadcasting be- 
cause of his listing? That seemed 
to be the interpretation. 
$150,000 Action 
Julian’s action for $150,000 was 


_ 





e ‘ b] 
Dandridge as ‘Carmen 
Hollywood, tune 1; 
Otto Preminger signed Dorothy 
Dandridge for the title role in the 
film ‘version of Oscar Hammer- 
stein’'s- “Carmen Jones.” Previ- 
ously signed were Pearl Bailey, 
Harry Belafonte and Olga James, 
Picture will be made in Cinemia- 
Scope for 20th-Fox release, start- 
ing June 30, with Herschei Burke 
Gilbert as musical director. 


TWA Asks $725-$1,200 |. HORACE irae 
As Webs Bid $350-$600; Under Personal Management 
Strike Vote June 10 

















Wednesday, June 2, 1954 
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More Aggressive Authors League 

The way has been cleared fdr the Authors League of America 
to recover what members call “its ability to act on something 
other than felevision jurisdiction.” For the past five years the 
League and most of the member guilds have been hogtied by 
both jealous strife ard different honest opinion within the family. 
Now t..ere will be a vote of Authors League membership, about 
8,000 in all. That will be by June 29 ballot and will constitution- 
ally allow the Screen Writers Guild to sever its “affiliation” and 
the Radio Writers Guild to disengage from the League as a mem- 
ber guild. é 

Since the divorce becomes “final” in 6@ days, this means that 
on Sept. 1 there will be an Authors League of stage, magazine 
and book writers and .an American Writers Guild or Assn. com- 
prising screen, tv and radio scriveners. What part of the RWG 
debt the League must “eat” is still i negotiation. Also outstand- 
ing is some $10,000 loaned to the radio bunch by the Dramatists 
Guild, which has long been the best-heeled component unit. 

An original plan te use the designation, Assn. of Radio, Tele- 
vision and Screen Writers (ARTS would be resultant abbreviation), 
has been abafdoned. Actually, there is another American Writers 
Assn., although rather inactive. .This was a group formed some 
years back by Dorothy Thompson, John Dos Passos and others. 

There is-some talk that the Society of Magazine Writers, purely 
a Manhattan group, and possibly the Mystery Writers of America 
might be more prone to merge into the Authors League now 
that the long hassle over tv jurisdiction is out of the way. League, 
in regaining its freedom to concentrate on its own problems and 


How could he have, 


WALTER PLANT 
Television Writers of America, 
“still considerably apart” from the 
network on the amount of coin to 
be paid for half-hour and hour tele 
scripts, is referring a strike issue 
to ‘ts general membership on June 
10. The group’s national exec board 
is empowered to order the strike 
if the approximated 400 members 
vote in favor of one. 

Concurrent meetings will be held 
June 10 in New York and Los An- 
geles for the outfit’s two regional 
bodies, at which time write-in bal- 
lots will be counted. Both units will 
wire results to each other, with the 
N.Y. returns expected first. 

TWA indicated that all minor 
contract issues between its writers 
and‘ the networks have been satis- 
factorily ironed out, the issue of 
money is the only one remaining. 
At latest report TWA _ wanted 





against American Business Con- $1,200 and $725 for hour and half- 
sultants, Inc., publishers of ““Coun- , hour scripts respectively. The webs, 
ter-Attack,” the newsletter, and its| according to TWA, want to pay 


issued-once-only book. His attorney 


| $600 and $350. Since the hassle 


was Arthur Garfield Hays, famed | began several days ago webs have 


(Contiaued on page 63) 





come up from $425 and $330, and 
TWA down from $4,800 and $1,000. 
The _ strike action would be 


|; against NBC, ABC and CBS, and 


Films Help Woo | concerns only freelance-tv network 


Red Youths To 
West Berlin 


Washington, June 1. 

Hollywood films, including one 
or more in CinemaScope and 3-D, 
will be among attractions offered 
in West Berlin this Saturday (5), 
Sunday and Monday, to show the 
free world’s advantages to boys 
from East Germany. | 


Communist East Germany will | 





scripters, 


ing strike referendum at meetings 
last week. Western prexy Ben Starr 
said at the time that negotiations, 
on for 10 months,, had reached the 
crucial stage. 

If two-thirds of the membership 
okays the strike, TWA’s exec board 
cam issue a restraining order re- 
quiring members to withhold 
scripts from the three networks. 

Starr termed network offers as 
“ridiculous.” He said that if strike 
is called he plans to appeal to all 
show biz crafts to honor TWA 
picket lines. He will further seek 
the support of the Screen Writers 


be staging a Youth Rally during} Guild 


the three days. Two years ago, 
when the last such rally was. held, 
thousands of the youngsters in- 
vaded West Berlin where they 





Church Gross Quadrupled 





were given plenty of food, gifts, 
entertainment and sports, as a re-| 
minder of life outside the Iron 
Curtain. 

This time the Communists are 
being a lot more careful. They are 
keeping the rally much ‘smaller 
and will try to prevent the boys | 
from crossing into West Berlin. | 

But the West will seek to get 
them there with exhibitions and, 
entertainment, including the films, 
Boy Scout and 4-H exhibits, a con- 
cert of the Berlin Symphony Orch, 
etc. U.S. film industry has been 


: Minneapolis, June 1. 
In contrast to the experience of 
hundreds 


many other amusements in the ter- | 


ritory, receipts of churches in the 
Northwest synod of the United Lu- 
theran Churches in America are 
on uptrend, it was reported at the 
synod’s convention here. During 
the past decade they’ve quadrupled 
and still are rising. 

Churches’ 1953 receipts totaled 
$4,120,651, as compared to only 
about $1,000,000 in 1943, the Rev. 








asked to cooperate in making the M. R. Moll, synod statistician, 
motion pictures available. ' pointed out. 
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| Both the western and eastern re-| stand at the Knocke Casino, Bel- 
| gions of TWA voted for the upcom- 


of film. theatres and) 





OLIVIA TO WED SCRIBE 
NEXT MONTH IN PARIS 


Paris, June 1. 

Pierre Galante, feature writer 
on Paris-Match (the French ver- 
sidnh of Life) and Olivia de Hayil- 
land expect to get married here 
next month, when she is en route 
from Madrid to London. By that 
time the 300 days necessary by 
French law since her divorce last 
September from scripter Marcus 
Goodrich will have elapsed. 

She is currently in Madrid— 
locale is there and Seville for 
“That Lady,” based on a Somerset 
Maugham story, scripted by Sy 
Bartlett and Anthony Veiller, di- 
rected by Terence Young. Costar 
is Gilbert Roland. After the Span- 
ish locales, the picture completes 
in London. 


Dietrich Set for $3,500 
1-Nighter in Belgium 


London, June 1. 
Marlene Dietrich, who is skedded 
to play four weeks at the Cafe de 
Paris here, beginning June 21, has 
accepted an offer to do a one-night 





gium. It is reported she will re- 
ceive $3,500 for this engagement. 
The one-nighter will take place 
during Miss Dietrich’s Cafe de 
Paris stint. She will plane to Bel- 
gitum on a Sunday morning and re- 
turn to London the following day. 
On the conclusion of her cafe 
date here, Miss. Dietrich goes on 
an extensive GI tour in Europe. 


SUES GLENN FORD 


He’s Refusing to Finish ‘Ameri- 
cano’ After Brazil Deal 











Santa Monica, June 1. 

Glenn Ford's refusal to com- 
plete “The Americano” resulted in 
a $1,750,000 breach of contract suit 
brought by Robert Stillman Pro- 
ductions in Superior Court. 

Complaint states that when pro- 
duction of the picture was delayed 
|in Brazil, Ford was given permis- 
sion to return to Hollywood on 
condition that he would finish his 
role when tree from other commit- 
ments. 


let tv worry about tv, is expect 
many directions. 


Amusement Park Perk _ 
Credited To Carnivals: 
~~ Scenes In Many Films 


Chicago, June 1. 


Profusion of carnival and high- 
ride scenes in last year’s pix is 
credited by concessionaires ‘for 
giving amusement parks “a mil- 
lion dollars worth of free promo- 
tion.” Riverview Park, Chicago’s 
equivalent of Coney Island, had its 
heftiest season in its 50-year his- 
tory in 1953. Ride operators as 
well as the candy butchers account 
for the increase in traffic by the 
unintended advertisement in such 
films as “This Is Cinerama,” 
“Story of Three Loves,” “Little 
Fugitive,” “Lili,’ ‘Man On Tight- 
rope,” and “Strangers on a Train.” 

But especially ‘‘Cinerama.” 


CBS BANS ‘BANANAS’ 
DUE TO GIN BREATH 


For the second time in two 
weeks, Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem has slapped the hand of. its 
off-spring, Columbia Records. Last 
week, the’ net banned the Colum- 
bia platter “Song of the Sewer” 
by Art Carney for being beneath 
the web’s cultural standards. ~ 

Yesterday, CBS put the nix on 
the Columbia plattering of “Bunch 
of Bananas,” on which Rosemary 
Clooney “and Jose Ferrer are 
paired. It’s a special material bit 
by Ogden Nash and Dick Manning 
about Ernest Hemingway’s jungle 
adventure after the plane crash 
when he lived on bananas and gin. 
That last naughty word mustn’t be 
mentioned on -°CBS. 








U.S. May Sympathetically 


Reexamine Chevalier Visa 


Paris, June 1. 
Understood that people in high 
Places in»Washington have become 
interested in Maurice Chevalier’s 
lack of a U. S.-visa, and will look 
into it. Recent stories in VARIETY 





Now, the plaintiff claims, the 
Stillman company has a deal with | 
RKO to complete the picture, start- | 
| ing June 7, but Ford refuses to) 
work in it. | 

Spokesman for Stillman says the 
actor was paid $62,500 in cash and | 
was to collect $62,500 more, in| 
addition to 20% of the profits. 


Dudley’s Cuban Studio 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Carl Dudley Productions is 
building a new motion picture stu- 
dio in Cuba to serve «s a base of 
operations for the filming of six 
features. 

Richard Goldstone, executive 
producer, announced that pictures 
will be shot in Mexico and South 
America. Initial film will be ‘“Fan- 








dango,” starting early next year. 


ports. 








and the more recent Art Buchwald 
piece in the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
(local and Gotham editions) have 
attracted attention. 

Chevalier has reiterated that he 
is not interested in politics; that 
his signaturing of the Stockholm 
“peace petition” was unwitting, and 
so far as he knew at the time de- 
void of any political implications. 
He found out otherwise only sub- 
sequent thereto, says the French 
star. 





Belle Blanche Sues Loew’s 

Belle Blanche, an actress, filed 
a $25,000 suit in New York Su- 
preme Court last week against 
Loew’s, Inc. 

Actress charges that her profes- 


sional name was used in the Metro’ 


picture “Dangerous When Wet” 
without her-authorization. 








Europe's Ist Drive-In At Rome 


Europe's first drive-in theatre is due to open this summer on the 
parkway leading from Rome to the sea, Italian Films Export re- 


With a capacity for 200 cars, the installation will be located on 
the raised ground of Exposition City, described as “a favorite after= 
dark cooling-off spot for the city’s residents.” 


s 


ed to become more aggressive in 


’, 
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Castle Scores In 
Tele Debut Fight 


On Propaganda 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Eugene W. Castle, founder and 
president of Castle Films (which 
he sold to Universal for $3,000,000), 
made his debut. as a television 
panelist Sunday (30) at 1 p.m. 
over ABC in a Facts Forum pro- 
gram. He proved articulate, pho- 
togenic, unabashed, unapologetic, 
needling and highly aggressive. 
Seldom is such a forceful person- 
ality encountered in public debate, 
and now that they know about him 
other tv panels probably will use 
this fighting millionaire with his 
sharp and ready tongue and high 
emotional voltage. He has the 
scrappiness of a soccer player, and 
is approximately as polite. ~ 

What gave the Castle debut 
particular bite and _ pertinence 
for. show biz and ~communica- 
tions gentry was the _ subject 
of the day: “How Effective Is 
American Propaganda Abroad?” 
The barometric readings were al 
extremely disturbed since the two 
professors on the panel, Charles 
Hodges of NYU and John K. Nor- 
ton of Columbia, were obviously as 
irritated by Castle as they were ir- 
ritable to Castle. He charged them 
openly with the crime of being the- 
oretical and pointed to his own 
fact-finding visits to Europe, his ap- 
pearance before Congressional 
committees as qualifying his ex- 
pertness. Because of the amount of 
time and energy consumed in per- 
sonal asides, and. Hardy Burt’s re- 
peatedly having to bring the show 
back to “format,” it was hard to 
weigh how much meat wa$ on the 
bone of contention, but some 
points worthy of deeper probing 
were eertdinly laid on the line. 

All foreign governments indulge 
in propaganda, said the profs. Fid- 
dledee, said Castle, the Russians 
were too smart to waste much time 
or money that way. They under- 
stood, but the Yankees still don’t, 
that Europeans are nauseous from 
excess of propaganda during the 
two decades dominated by Musso- 
lini and Hitler. 

The U. S. Information Agéncy is 
a reasonably successful activity, 
argued the profs. Not true, shout- 
ed the crusading millionaire, who 
quoted Senator McCarran and Ted 
Streibert, head of the USIA itself, 
to prove otherwise. Prof. Hodges 
tried to put in a good word for 
Streibert, former president of 
WOR, but Castle scornfully charac- 
terized Streibert as the worst of 
an inept series of leaders in this 
work. In the light of Castle’s ut- 
ter frankness, it was perhaps just 
as well that nobody dragged in the 
name of Cecil B. DeMille, who is 
another of his favorite targets as 
one of those he blames for squan- 
dering taxpayers’ money on stupid 
propaganda which alienates rather 
than impresses European people. 

Too Emotional? 

David Garrity, a N. Y. book pub- 
lisher, and also very photogenic, 
was on Castle’s side of the argu- 
ment but his style was more con- 
ventional. He quoted Alfred Kohl- 
berg, whom he characierized, 4s 
| (Continued on page 34) 
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Studios Hold Back Stars From Video 


But Now Gladly 


Give Action Scenes 


The major studios, which less+ 





than two years ago barred all use 
of clips from their films (old or 
new) on tv, are now eager to ac- 
commodate video with footage. 
Special 16m clips, highlighting dra- 
matic scenes, are being prepared 
especially for tv use. These are for 
advertising use on video as well 
as for insertion on specially-select- 
ed shows which go in‘ for film 
plugs, the leader in the latter cate- 
gory being Ed Sullivan’s “Toast 
of the Town.” 

The preparation of the 16m foot- 
age for tv is not occasional. One 
studio, for example, has made it 
standard operating procedure, pre- 
paring a 16m tv clip for every pic- 
ture coming off the lot. It makes 
available 100 prints of the 16m 
footage for spotting on tv stations 
throughout the country. This ef- 
fort results in numerous free plugs 
for the pictures. 

Attitude of exhibs on this score 
has also changed over the years. 
It was exhib opposition that caused 
the distribs to withhold any and all 
footage frcm tv, the exhib com- 
plaint being that patrons won’t 
come out to see the film stars if 
they can see them at home on tv 
for free. However, on the basis of 
a number of experiments, involv- 
ing both the use of clips as well 


_ as Stars, it was discovered that tv 


could serve as a valuable want-to- 
see showcase. 

In thé case of stars, studios are 
still reluctant to release them for 
appearances on dramatic or variety 
shows. However, they’ve let the 
bars down on appearances aimed 
especially to plug an upcoming pic- 
ture. Opposition is also ending to 
star appearances as an integral part 
of a particular tv show if the stu- 
dio can be assured its product will 
receive a solid plug. In recent 
morths there have been attempts 
to design shows especially aimed 


at selling pix, but to date no prog- | 


ress has been made in this direc- 
tion. 





Rydge Extols Upcoming 
Hollywood Attractions; 
No Australian ‘Shortage’ 


Norman B. Rydge, managing di- 
rector of Greater Union Theatres, 





and a financial leader in Australia, 
did a rave about the quality of 
forthcoming American screen prod- 
uct before leaving N. Y. on his way | 
back home over the weekend. He | 
visited Washington and Niagara | 
Falls on his way to Chicago, where | 
he\is due today (Wed.). After that | 
Rydge stops off in Hollywood to 
look at additional product and 
latest mechanical devices. 

Rydge was in N. Y. for nearly 
two weeks on his world trek, which 
took him first to London for hud- 
dies with J. Arthur Rank. He said 
there is no product shortage in 
Australia so far although American 
majors will turn out fewer feature 
pix this season. His Greater Union 
circuit is in a fortunate position in 
that it is supplied major product 
by Paramount, Columbia and Uni- 
versal, and not one of the three 
has curtailed its product lineup in 
order to go into widespread 
C’Scope pix-making, 

Ryde was enthusiastic about 
“Caine Mutiny,” and felt it would | 
go big in Australia. 





HARRY KALMINE OVERSEAS 


Investigating London, Paris, Rome 
For Cinerama 








Stanley Warner is stepping up 
its efforts to introduce Cinerama 
abroad. Following preliminary sur- 
veys by a number of SW execs and 
engineers, Harry M. Kalmine, 
veepee and general manager, will 
make an effort to finalize a deal. 

Kalmine left for Europe on, 
Wednesday (26) and will visit Lon- | 
don, Paris and Rome, Still under | He 
discussion is an arrangement | 
whereby 


HS may be turned over to Matty 





| Picture Association, 


the foreign exhibition | picture here 


New Titles ‘Unethical’ 


Columbus, June 1. 

“Are there no ethics in our 
business at all?” asks Robert 
A. Wile, executive secretary of 
the Independent Theatre Own- 
ers of Ohio, in last ‘week’s bul- 
letin to members, 

He’s talking about Warner 
reissues, which he says are old 
pictures retitled. “Two years 
ago,” Wile wrote, “Republic 
did the same thing but cut the 
pictures + ae before retitling 
them. T Republic ads re- 
ferred to re-editing. The War- 
ner ads do not. However, in 


microscopic type they say, 
*‘Re-release.” To the _ public, 
which does not see this fine 


print, it is an imposition to 
show them an old picture re- 
titled.” 


39-Week Profit 
Of $2,664,000 
- — For Col Pics 


In -anotler 
company showing sock gains on 
the financial front, Columbia Pic- 
tures chalked up a net profit, after 
all taxes, of $2,664,000 for the 39- 
week stanza ending March 27, 
1954. For the same period of a 
year .ago, the 39 weeks ending 
March, ’53, the net profit amounted 
to $310,000. The jump in profit 
in the one-year period totalled 
$2,354,000. 

The earnings per share of stock 
for the most recent fiscal stanza 
amounted to $3.26 per share of 
common stock as compared to 15c 
for the previous year. In both 1954 
and 1953 the earnings were based 
on 757,843 shares of stock out- 
standing. 





Before taxes the net profit in, 


the ’54 period was $6,296,000 as 
compared to $1,071,000 in ’53 stan- 
za. Total taxes in ’54 were $3,632,- 
000 ($2,600,000 for federal taxes 
and $1,032,000 for state and for- 
eign taxes) as compared to total 
taxes in ’53 39-week period of 
$761,000 ($65,000 in federal taxes 
and $696,000 for state and foreign 
taxes.) 


RKO Has the ‘Flowers’ 
But Who Gets the Money? 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

How to settle claims totaling 
$310,000 with only $26,524.30 avail- 
able. : 

That problem was too deep for 
RKO in the case of a picture titled 
“No Time for Flowers,” so the 
money was turned over to the Fed- 
eral Court for adjudication. 

As distributors of the indie film, 
RKO listed a long line of claimants, 
including the U. S. Department of 
Internal Revenue, J. Arthur War- 
ner, Hans de Strakosch, Motion 
and others. 
Warner’s claim amounts to $140,- 
000 and .de Strakosch to $134,- 
615.38. Smallest claim is $300 by 
MPA, evidently for a production 
Code Seal. 


The $26,524.30 is the amount the 
picture made up to April 29, 1954. 


Coin for Religiosos 


Hollywood, June 1. 
Henry Spraggings, of Fort 
Worth, and Howard N. Wilson, of 
Austin, Tex., have set up a new 
organization to finance religious | 
a. Starting with “Preacher from 








Delta Productions will make the 
in Technicolor, for 
Autumn release both in theatres 
and churches. 


instance of a film | 


| 
| 


| 


jand then lost, control of RKO Pic- 





| U.K. GOVT. BURNS FINGERS ON PIX 





BAIT. LIOW NTI 
RECEWVEROHIF 


By HAROLD MYERS 


London, June 1. 

The British government’s first 
major excursion into the picture 
industry has ended in failure. To- 
night (Tuess, it announced its in- 
tention of foreclosing on British 
Lion and of appointing a receiver. 
This decision, which has shocked 
the local industry, is the sequel to 
the loan of $8,400,000 advanced to 
the company ‘when the National 
Film Finance Corp. first went into 
business back in 1951. 

David Kingsley, NFFC managing 
director, ,disclosed that British 
Lion had lost its entitre share and 
reserve capital valued over $3,350,- 
000 and that, in addition, his outfit 
is making provision for a $5,600,000 
loss on the original $8,400,000 loan. 

The new distributing company 
will be 100% under NFFC control 
and will in fact be owned by the 
government. As such it will be 
permitted to guarantee the first 
70% of preduction costs but will 
not be in a position to extend com- 
pletion guarantees. 

Sir Alexander Korda’s contract 
as British Lion production adviser 


IItalian Fi im Releasing Office 
Will Seek American Features 


For United 


+> 





£2 


Top Budget of All Time? 


Hollywood, June 1. 
’, In addition to a giant squid, 
Walt Disney's “20,000 Leagues 
Under the Sea” will have a 
giaht budget. 

According to director Rich- 
ard Fleischer it will cost 
around $6,000,000—the most 
costly film in Hollywod history. _ history. 


Debate Right 
‘Cuts for Army's 
72-Minute Pic 














Washington, June 1. 
Pentagon opinion is reported 
split wide open on the proper way | 


automatically terminates with the | to handle “This Is Your Army,” | 


appointment of the receiver and 
it’s unlikely that it will be renewed. 
The Shepperton § studio, mainly 
owned by British Lion, will be 
taken over by the receiver who will 
decide on their disposition. British 





Lion 14c stock was quoted on the | nies to cut ‘ 


(Continued on page 24) 


Stelkin Drops 
Columbia ‘Buy 


Ralph Stolkin, key member of 
the syndicate which briefly heid, 





tures in stock transaction with 
Howard Hughes, stated yesterday 
(Tues.) he has abandoned all ideas 


| all the footage — including what | 
| wasn’t used—to each distributor, 





anent possibly buying control of | 
Columbia. 

Reached at his Chicago head-| 
quarters, Stolkin said he found | 
that Col prexy, Harry Cohn, was | 
“not interest’ in peddling his 
shares in the film company. 


| close of business June 11, "54. 


the $300,000 documentary made by | 
20th-Fox, for theatrical use. Pic | 
runs 72 minutes in its present ver- | 
sion and is being offered to the 
theatres as is, with the Army will- 
ing for some distributing compa- 
‘some.’ 

On the other hand, there is con- 
siderable Pentagon feeling that the 
smartest thing would be to offer 


| permitting him to make and offer 
his own version of the tinter, which 
is basically an indoctrinatior. «1>- 
ject. 
Col. George P. Welch, thea °f 
Army public information, piones | 
(Continued on page 16) 





Universal’s 25c Divvy 


Universal board in N. Y. yester- 


25c quarterly dividend on the U| 
common stock. 

Divvy is payable June 25, 1954. | 
to stockholders of record at the 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Memorial — nape eae 


Champ, ‘Cinerama,’ 


Long holiday weekend for Mem- 
orial Day this year is spelling con- 
siderably improved biz currently | 
in many key cities covered by | 
Variety. However, ideal outdoor | 
weather put a crimp in anticipated | 
upbeat in some spots while con- | 
tinued transport _ strikes _ still} 
plagued Pittsburgh and Indianapo- | 
lis. Several new pix were unveiled | 
but not as many big ones as ah- | 
ticipated. 

New. boxoffice champ currently is | 
“Dial M For Murder” (WB), which | 
was fine to sock in most of the 14 | 
locations where playing. “Cine- 
rama” (Indie) again is finishing in 
second position. - 

“Executive Suite” (M-G), which 
had been first for four consecutive 





weeks, wound up third. “Long 
Wait” (UA), which started out 
smash last round, is capturing 


fourth spot while “Johnny Guitar” 
(Rep) will be fifth. 

“River of No Return” 
long among the top three, is wind- | 
ing up sixth. “Flame and Flesh” 
(M-G), comparatively new, is push- 
ing up to seventh, mainly by dint | 
of some 10 playdates since inclined 
to be uneven so far. 

“Elephant Walk” (Par), fifth last 
round, is taking eighth money. 
“Knock on Wood,” also from Para- 
mount, is landing ninth spot. 
“French Line” (RKO) rounds out 
the Top 10 pix. “Carnival Story” 
another RKO release; and “Gene- | 
vieve” 
films. 

“High and Mighty” (WB) shapes 


(20th), | 


(U) are the two runner-up | 


‘Suite,’ ‘Wait,’ ‘Guitar’ Next 


| Omaha, 


| “Pinocchio’s+RKO) (reissue), 


Ups Bjz; ‘Dial M’ New 


! 





as one of the standout newcomers, 
with smash totals both in L.A. and 
Frisco. “Gone With Wind” (M-G), | 
out again on refssue, shapes as a) 
terrific forthcoming bet. It looms 
colossal for an oldie on opening | 
| week at N. Y. State and started out 
smash in Frisco. 


“Secret of Incas” (Par), 
shapes mild in Balto and Boston 
but big in N. Y. and good in Seat- 
tle. “Witness To Murder” (UA), | 
| another new e/itrant, is nice in Chi, | 
slow in K.C. and fair in Frisco. | 
“Student Prince” (M-G), also new, | 
is modest in Indianapolis and Den- | 
ver but fancy in Pitt. | 

“Miami Story” (Col), 
is light in K.C. 


fair in| 
“Gorilla | 


| At Large” (20th) looms dullish dull 


| 
in L.A. “Tomorrow is Too Late” | 
(Indie) looms okay in K.C. | 

“Holly and Ivy” (Indie) looks | 
neat in Chi but only so-so in Pitt. | 


okay | 


| in Detroit, continues fine in Chi. | 


“Rails Into Laramie” (U) shapes | 
trim in Chi. ‘Moon Is Blue” (UA), 
good in K.C., is big in Detroit and | 
nice in Cincy. “Arrow in Dust” 
(AA) is mild in Detroit. 

“Siege At Red River” (20th), 
slow in Balto, is not so good in 
Washington with vaude. “Living 
Desert” (Disney) shapes socko in | 
St. Loo. 

“Beachhead” (UA) is fair in St. | 
Louis. “Make Haste To Live” | 


| (Rep) is rated okay in Chi. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11) 


VARIETY 


also new, || 


States Distribution 


IFE Releasing Corp. is now in 
the market for indie-produced 
American features and expects to 
distribute three or four a year in 
addition to its regular quota of 
Italo imports, Bernard Jacon, v.p. 


in charge of sales and distribution, 


disclosed last week. 

He said talks had already been 
initiated with a number of pro- 
ducers. Acquisition of Hollywood 
films represents quite a switch of 
policy on the part of IFE Re- 
leasing which was set up a year 
and a half ago to handle Italian 
features only. Jacon emphasized 
that IFE had no intention of en- 
tering production financing and 
that it would take on outside pix 
on straight distribution deals. 

IFE Releasing, which operates 
independently from Italian Films 
Export, at present maintains a net- 
work of five division and two dis- 
trict offices with 19 salesmen cov- 


|ering all of the exchange areas. 


Sales staff will be expanded to 28 

in the fall when the outfit launches 

its new release sked consisting of 
(Continued on page 24) 


No Courtesy to U.S. So 
East Germans Get Same 
Treatment From Us 


Washington, June 1. 
Bar on East German motion pic- 





, tures in this country is in retalia- 


tion for that country’s seizure and 
manhandling of U. S. owned prop- 
erties. there, and was ordered by 
the State Department. 

Although films are still allowed 
into this country from Russia and 
most of its satellites, they may not 
be shown if made in East Germany, 
a proviso which has caused consid- 
erab!e puzzlement in the U. S. in- 
dustry. 

Office of 


Alien Property, a 


| day (Tues.) declared the regular branch of the Justice Department, 


(Continued on page 24) 








Trade Mark Registered 

FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
|| Published Weekly by VARIETY. INC 
| arold Erichs, President 
|| 154 West 46th St New York 36, N.¥ 
j JUdson 2-2%00 

Hollywood 28 
631) Yucca Street 
HOUywood 9-1141 
Washington 4 























1292 National Press Building 
STerling 3-5445 
Chicago 11 
612 No Michigan Ave. 
DElaware 7-4984 
London wWC2 
| 8 St. Martin's Pl.. Trafaigar Sq. 
Temple Bar 5041 
SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual .. $10 Foreign $11 
|| Single Copits 25 Cente 
ABEL GREEN, Editor 
Vol. 194 oes"? No. 13 
INDEX 
RN <i Vise Che teae és ves" 
CTR Re oo 'e Pincuntceciha ae 
Ween MROWSOWS oo ace ccccia 6. 
House Reviews ......... 55 
INSIGS Pictures «oc 0 cccers 16 
International ,.........-. 14 
ee rere re 56 
Re. co a “Sra 4.6 aie Aon 61 
MEN 5 sx aha a ob aaa ee 42 
TO EE ot tceawees 54 
|| Night Club Reviews...... 50 
| Meee. oes bo eeee 63 | 
fh UR Fe a ema 
Radio-Television ......... 25 
Radio Reviews .......... 31 
Record Reviews ......... 42 
Television Reviews ...... 30 
ee foc sc cence teen ae 


Vaudeville .. 












DAILY VARIETY 
@ublished in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety, Ltd.) 
$15 a Year. Foreign 














ee ee ee ee ee 


Msn a 8 


ue “ 


santa ei 
a 5 lt 


Ana 


ae 
or * 


Sears 
ee 


(oe Aes. ve 
cathe alanis 


Ne te cea ay 


£-% 


Cie See es 


PR nel adie og 


ne 


ws 


Seat eat 


pret ae 


en 
gee ooy 
Rienf ahwe omy 


. 
~ 

Pe wee 

. 7.2% 


oR eG 


sc ee 


icing Memes ets 


hes. teats 


— 


~~ 


SRE TRS 


oh 
a 
dag 


es eek 


aT 





. 
t 
mS. 
ae 
He 








Se an ee ee 


af 


VARIETY 





Mild May Paced by ‘Exec Suite’: 
‘River’ Winds With 24 Money, 
‘Carnival,’ ‘French Line’ Sparky 


With hardly apy favorable fac-+— 





fors and numerous handicaps such 
as local transit strikes and weak 
product, first-run situations stag- 
gered through May. The dearth of 
new, strong fare made itself telt 
in numerous comparatively weak 
grosses. Effect of the 10% admis- 
sion tax slash was not felt to any 
extent. and new exhibitors figure 
it will take about four months 
more before full beneficial effect 
of this tax reduction is fully re- 
flected boxoffice-wise. Procuct 
dearth brought out many reissues. 

Oddly enough, this business 
downbeat was not reflected much 
among the,top six grossers during 
May. First place in the boxoffice 
derby was won by “Executive 
Suite” (M-G) by a wide margin. 
This _all-star drama finished first 
every week in the. month, showing 
a total gross of $1,090,000 in key 
cities covered by “VARIETY. 

“River of No Return” (20th) 
wound up second. The popularity 
of Marilyn Monrce and Robert 
Mitchum went far in putting this 
“western” across at the wickets. 
Some exhibitors were inclined to 
feel that C’Scope contributed only 
a minor segment to the b.o. up- 
lift on this pic. “Cinerama” (Indie), 
which was second in April, wound 
up in third place. 

“Knock on Wood” (Par) captured 
fourth position although the 
limited number of playdates dur- 
ing the month mitigated against a 
heavy-total gross. The Danny Kaye 
comedy, rated by some exhibs as 
his funniest, was strong to terrific 
in the spots where playing. It like- 
ly will be heard from considerably 
more in the future. 

“Elephant Walk,” another Para- 
mount release, is taking fifth spot, 
a position it held consistently most 
of the month. 


“Carnival Story” (RKO) wound | 


(Continued on page 18) 


LIST CANDIDATES FOR 





13 ACAD BOARD POSTS 


| Table’ (C’Scope) at 50°% to a $1,800 
| gross, and ‘The Long Long Trailer’ 
Candidates for 13 pl the | ‘2-D) to a $2.900 gross at 40°, how 

Prnerane Tet ES TACs OF the | de you think it will take fin 


/companies to claim all good 2-D 


Hollywood, June 1. 


Board of Governors of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 


Scicnces were announced by pres- | 


ident Charles Brackett. They are: 
Actors—William Holden, 


Jagger, Mercedes McCambridge | 


and Donna Reed. 
Adininistrators—Y. Frank Free-} 


man, Jesse L. Lasky and E. J. Mén- 


nix. 
Art Dire:te:s—Feild M. Gray. } 
Hugh RP. Hunt, Wi«ra Ihnen. Lyle | 


Dean | 


May’s Top Nine 


“Executive Suite” (M-G). . 
. “River No Return” (20th). 
. “Cinerama” (Indie). 
“Knock on Wood” (Par), 
“Elephant Walk” (Par). 

. “Carnival Story” (RKO). 

. “French Line” (RKO). 

. “Prince Valiant” (20th). 

. “Miami Story” (Col). 


Exhibs Still Cite 
C’Scope Problems. 


Although the controversy relat- 
ing to CinemaScope has largely 
| subsided, there’s no end to new, 
| twists’ in distrib-exhib relations in 
|the sale of the. widescreen prod- 
uct. 

Newest beef is that exhibs with | 
CinemaScope equipment are being | 
penalized because they’re “progres- 
sive” in desiring to show the pic- 
ture the CinemaScope way. Exam- 
ple cited by the Allied States Gulf 
States unit is the case of the the- 


© 00 92 OO 








20TH REALIGNS SALES _ 


Bostow Area Includes Buffale And 
Albany Under Connolly 


New North-East sales’ division 
has been created by. 20th-Fox, as 
part of an overall personnel an 
branch office realignment. The 
new division will consist of Boston, 
New Haven,-Buffalo and Albany 
with headquarters in Boston. Sec- 
tion is headed up by: J. M. Con- 
nolly, formerly manager of the Bos- 
ton exchange. . 

There are other changes, all ef- 
fective as of last week (24). Mar- 
tin Moskowitz, formerly Empire 
State division manager, takes over 
the revised Atlantic division con- 
sisting of New York, Philadelphia 
and Washington. He'll continue to 
headquarter in the N. Y. branch. 

20th’s Pittsburgh exchange, for- 
merly in the Atlantic division, is 
being added to the central division 
under T. O. McCleaster, central di- 
vision manager. John Feloney, for- 
mer Boston office sales manager, 
takes over managership of the ex- 
change with John Peckos, Boston 
exchange salesman, promoted to 
sales manager. In the west, Bryan 
Stone has resigned as assistant 
western division sales manager and 
is being succeeded by Reville Knif- 
fin, formerly assistant branch man- 





‘ager in Los Angeles. 





Perspecta Sets - 


Eric Johnston's Praise of Toll 
TV Hits Sour Note; Exhibitors 
See Subscription Aided With FCC 


ee 





Republic’s 25c Divvy 


Republic Pictures last week de-, 
clared 25c dividend per share on 
its preferred stock. 

Melon is payable July 1 to stock- 
holders of record June 10. 


Amusement Shares 
Continue Strong 


By MIKE WEAR 

Bulls in film production and film 
theatre stocks were highly encour- 
aged by the showings made by 
these issues in last week’s stock 
market. Wail Street had to con- 
tend with the usual lack of inter- 
est as the long holiday weekend 
approached on Friday (28), since 
no trading on Monday (31). Reason 
for this cheerful attitude by trad- 
ers favoring the upside in picture 
and film theatre shares was that 
they reached new high ground or 








European Tests 





atre, a sub-run situation, which 
was asked how it wanted to play 
Warner Bros.’ “The Command.” 
The exhibitor said he wanted to 
show the film in CinemaScope. Ac- 
cording to the Allied unit, the 
exhib was told it would cost him 
212% more to play it in the wide- 
screen manner. The Gulf States 
outfit charges that’s “putting a pen- | 
alty on a progressive exhibitor.” 
Another Southern squawk relates 
to the high percentage terms for | 
'C’Scope product. This example is | 
cited: “This is a precedent busi- | 
ness, and if we continue to allow | 
upped prices for pictures just be- | 
cause they are in CinemaScope, re- | 
gardless of later adjustment, we | 
are oyt of business. When an ex-| 
hibitor plays ‘Knights of the Round 





pictures at 60°? The claim will 
be this is out-grossing Cinema- 
Scope and is worth more.” 





COMPO ON DUALS 


General Public’s Taste Vs. Noisy 
Minority Cited 








;Perspecta sound. 


Moving to advance the use of 
Perspecta directional sound abroad, 
demonstrations of the stereophonic 
sound process will held in more 
than 40 important film centers. 
overseas within the next three 
months. The shows for the trade 
and press are being sponsored 
jointly by Metro, Warner Bros. and 


Paramount, the three companies) 


which have adopted the Perspecta 
system for all their pictures. 
Seven demonstrations have been 
completed abroad, with dates for 
13 additional showings already set. 
Dates for other demonstrations will 
be fixed in the near future. 
Arthur"™M. Loew, prexy of Loew's 
International, announced the sign- 
ing of licensing agreements for the 
manufacture and gale of Perspecta 
units with several firms abroad, 
including Microtechnica of Turin, 
and Cinemeccanica of Milan, Italy; 
the Brockliss-Simplex Co. of 
France, and the Japan Victor Co. 
of Tokyo. Active negotiations are 
under way with other manufactur- 
ers in other parts of the world. 
Loew’s_Inc., which owns 50% 
of Perspecta sound, has received 
word that the ABC Circuit of Eng- 
land will equip their theatres with 
Installation will 
proceed immediately to permit the 
showing of Perspecta prints on the 





“ d 7 -| Perennial questions re the con-|ABC Circuit of “Knights of the 
a me and Joseph Charles | tinued existence of double features | Round Table,” “Rose Marie,” “Stu- 
a ee ‘are being answered in the latest dent Prince” and “Rhapsody.” 


J. Folsey, A. L. Gilks, Ray Renna- 
han and Sidney P. Solow. 

Directors—Delmer Daves, George 
Marshall, H. C. Potter, George 
Stevens and King Vidor. 

Executives — William Gordon. 
Fred L. Metzler, Lester W. Roth 
and E. L. Scanlon. 

Film Editors—Folmar Blangsted, 
Richard H. Cahoon, William A. 
Lyon, Alma Ruth Macrorie, Charles 
A. Nelson, James E. Newcom and 
Ralph E. Winters. 

Music—Herschel Burke Gilbert, 
Edward B. Powell, Ned Washing: 
ton and Paul Francis Webster. 

Producers—Buddy Adler, Louis 
F. Edelman, William Perlberg and 
Sol C. Siegel. 

Public -Relations—Teet Carle, 
John C. Flinn, George Lait and 
Joseph P. Reddy. 

Short Subjects—Stephen Bosus- 
tow, Carl Dudley, Jerry Fairbanks 
and Harry Tytle. 

Sound—John O. Aalberg, Lorin 
B. Grignon, Vernon W. Kramer and 
Louis Mesenkop. 

Writers—Sydney Boehm, Valen- 
tine Davies, Helen Deutsch and 
George Seaton. 

Voting deadline is May 31. 





Aboaf Heads for Barcelona 

Americo Aboaf, Universal for- 
eign sales manager, left N. Y. over 
the weckend to attend U's 1954 
European sales convention in Bar- 
celona, Spain. Powwow opens 
June 7. 

Aboaf, who'll tour U exchanges 
following the confab, was accom- 
panied by Felix Sommer, his as- 
Sistant, ’ 


Boyle, William H. Daaiels, George | 


COMPO ad, “Those Doggone Dou- 


ble-Features!” appearing in Editor 





ble Features "AL CROWN BACK IN US. 


Copy points out that here is a | 


_case of vociferous minority obscur- AFTER HUSTON HUDDLES 


\ing the entertainment tastes of the ia 
broad audience which, by all b.o. p i) Pag ac of Moulin Pro- 
counts, prefers double features and | Tht ree returned from England 
|deserts the theatre that drop ’em. | ith Jon a after conferring 
Ad cites the instance of the house | © ae. uston on production 
‘that switched to single features. Its |P/4ms for “Moby Dick,” which 
gross dropped 25%. When double | Warner Bros. will release. Crown 
‘features resumed, business went | also discussed a number of co-pro- 
|back to normal levels. | duction deals with James and John 
| “Theatres have experimented re- | W00lf of Romulus Films and com- 
‘peatedly to eliminate double fea-| Pleted arrangements for a joint ef- 
\tures,” the ad, 14th in a series, | 5°)" on “I Am a Camera.” The 
‘says. “We know of no successors | 2°?" Van Druten play produced on 


|in these experiments. It seems that 
{so long as any theatres in the area 
‘show double features, other thea- 
tres do not dare go against the 
, Wishes of the bargain-hunting cus- 
| tomers.” 

| COMPO suggests a solution, but 
jnixes it in the same breath. “If 
all theatres in a competitive area 
had a single-feature policy there 
'would be no problem. But theatre 
operators like ‘scoops’, too, and uni- 
fied action is as rare in our busi- 
ness as in yours.” 


| 

| * 9 én? 

| 3 Get Legion’s ‘B 

| Hollywood, June 1. 

| National Legion of Decency 
handed “B” ratings to three pic- 
tures as objectional in part. Films 





| Broadway in 1951 will be filmed in 
, England in the fall under the ban- 
ner of both Moulin and Romulus. 
| Huston's-tie with Moulin served 
to set the stage for his stock- 
_option deal with Allied Artists as 
a producer-cirector-writer. AA v.p. 
Harold J. Mirisch and G. Ralph 
Branton, also an AA v.p., are as- 
sociated with Moulin Productions 
and were also involved in the 
| financing and Western Hemisphere 
distribution of Huston’s “Moulin 
Rouge” and their association with 
Huston on this project and on 
“Moby Dick” eventually led to the 
signing of the pact with Allied 
Artists. 


‘Oklahoma’ Leads Set 


Hollywood, June 3. 
Plum role of Curley in “Okla- 








are 20th-Fox’s “River of No Re-| oma” has gone to Gordon Mac- 


turn,” Republic’s “Laughing Anne” 
and United Artists’ “The 


Long | 
‘ Wait.” 


Rae. Femme lead will be Shirley 
, Jones. 


Operetta will be made in 65m. 


i Todd-AO method, 


came close to old tops. 

After several brokerage houses 
tipped that they favored film 
theatre issues over pix company 
stocks, the market confounded 
such an idea in last week’s trading 
when picture issues (repped by 
companies producing and distrib- 
uting films) were taken in hand 
and pushed considerably higher. 
Three of them hit new highs for 
the -year, 

An example of this bullish senti- 
ment towards film shares, as 
against pix theatre stocks, was the 
new high for the year registered 
by Universal common. It hit 23% 
on Wednesday, best figure in 1954, 

(Continued on page 18) 





COMBINE CIRCUITS 


United Paramount Streamlines 
Dixie Operations 








New Orleans, June 1. 

Two wholly-owned United Para- 
mount subsid circuits in the south 
have been consolidated for pur- 
poses of streamling the operation. 
Tenarken Paramaunt Theatres, op- 
erating seven houses in the area, 
has been merged with Paramount 
Gulf Theatres, extensive chain 
based in New Orleans. 

Jack Katz, general manager of 
Tenarken, is ankling the outfit un- 
der the new setup. Gaston Dureau 
continues as head of Gulf States, as 
well as Tenarken. 





N. Y¥. te L.A. 


Harry Belafonte 
Henry Cornelius 
Henry Fonda 
Joseph Kaufman 
Burl Ives 

Harry Loud 
Raymond Massey 
Dolph Schadler 
David O. Selznick 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Harry Ackerman 
Mari Aidon 
Irving Allen 
Raymond Burr 
Broderick Crawford 
David Diamond 
Edward Dmytryk 
Frank Fay 

Helen Ferguson 
Robert Fierman 
Zsa Zsa Gabor 
Ben Hecht 
Harold Hecht 
James Wong Howe 
Anna Karon 
Kurt Kaszner 
Janet Leigh 
Diana Lynn 
Mercedes McCambridge 
Lauritz Melchior 
Jeff Morrow 
Milton Rackmil 
Al Ritz 

Dale Robertson 
Henry Rogers 
Frank Ross 

Patti Page 
Dorothy Patrick 
Betta St. John 
Robert Strauss 
Eddie Sutherland 
Shelley Winters 





Herbert J. Yates 


* ‘Exhibitors and some distributors 


were doing a burn last week over 
the Omaha speech by Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America ‘prexy Eric 
Johnston in which he evaluated the 
possibilities of home subscription- 
television. ‘ 

Speech, which didn’t advocate 
toll-tv but appeared to may to 
endorse it, drew tart comment 
among’ industryites particularly 
since it was felt it would strengthen 
the hand of fee-tv petitioners be- 
fore the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

Question was asked, too, why, 
when Johnston intended to tread 
on such _ sensitive ground, he 
didn’t clear his remarks with the 
MPAA board. One prominent exec 
stated that, had this been done, 
the home-pay tv portion of the 
speech would never have been de- 
livered. 

In an unusually forthright 
statement, Walter Reade Jr., pres- 
ident of Theatre Owners of Amer- 
ica, labelled the Johnston remarks 
as “shocking” and added that they 
showed “a lack of understanding 
of the economics of the motion pic- 
ture and television industries.” 

Reade went on: “As a spokes- 
man for MPAA, Mr. Johnston has 
placed all segments of the motion 
picture industry in a compromising 
position by implying that an in- 
crease in the number of television 
stations and the development of 
home pay-as-you-see television will 
be helpful to production, distri- 

(Continued on page 24) 


‘SUITE’ SHAPES AS 
TOPS SINCE ‘IVANHOE’ 


“Executive Suite” promises to be 
Metro’s biggest grosser_ since 
“Ivanhoe,” based on initial 200 
playdates, with a chance of top- 
ping that smash moneygetter. This 
would make it the company’s big- 
gest hit at the boxoffice in recent 
years. “Suite” has racked up 
nearly $1,845,000 in this first string 
of engagements, the top single 
situation being the N.Y. Music 
Hall, which will wind up its first 
four weeks today (Wed.) with a 
total of about $658,000. Pic goes 
six weeks, and possibly longer at 
the Hall with better than $900,000 
gross assured for first six weeks. 

“Suite” is running neck-’n-neck 
with “Ivanhoe” in six divisions. 
The Metro’ southern = division 
shows $245,000 for first 40 play- 
dates. The eastern division in- 


(Continued on page 18) 








N. Y. to Europe 
Donald Albery 
Americo Aloaf 
Rudolf Bing 
O. O. Bottorff 
Scott Brady 
Gertrude Bromberg 
Jean-Michel Damase 
Martin Feinstein 
Bill Finch 
Tay Garnett 
Betty Garrett 
Joan Greenwood 
Sol Hurok 
Harry M. Kalmine 
Grace Kelly 
Anne Jackson 
Marks Levine 
Goddard Lieberson 
Vera Lynn 
Cele McLaughlin 
David Niven 
Ray Noble 
Donald Oenslager 
Larry Parks 
Barbara Rush 
George Schaefer 
Robert E, Sherwood 
Sloan Simpson 
Dickie Valentine 
Richard Widmark 


Europe to N. Y. 

Erik ‘Billquist 
rving Brecher 

1 Crown 
Grete Eberth 
Irene Faure 
Frank M. Folsom 
Ava Gardner 
Bob Hector 
Phyllis Kirk 
John B. Nathan 
Arnold M. Picker 
Adolfo don Ronco 
Spyros P. Skouras 
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‘Youll Only Call Attention to It! 


The current last-ditch battle 


to fight the proposed New York 


City 5% admission tax recalls the indifference of both the Met- 
ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres Assn. and the Independent The- 
atre Owners Assn. when the warning was first sounded. 

Several weeks ago several New York dailies reported that Mayor 


Robert F. Wagner was weighing an admission tax. 


Asked by 


Variety what action the exhib orgs were taking to fight the move, 
spokesman for both MMPTA and ITOA “pooh-poohed” the re- 


ports, dismissing them as “newspaper dope stories.” 
spokesman: “‘There’s nothing to it. 


You'll only call attention to it.” 


—— 


Said one 
Why -print anything about it? 




















Unfairness of Tax Better Argument 
Than P redictions of Bankruptcy | = Whip besabaih. lak Sse eae 


Some warning voices are being + 


raised against a tendency by the 
film biz to overplay the “bank- 
rupt” angle in its fight against the 
threatened 5% N. Y. City admis- 
sions tax. These observers feel that 
it would be wiser to concentrate 
on the unfairness of the tax and 
its implications rather than the 
poor economic state of the thea- 
tres. 

It’s recalled that, during its ill- 
fated attempt in 1953 to obtain re- 
peal of the 20% admissions tax 
from the Congress, the industry 
put elaborate stress on the down- 
beat approach, stating that it was 
teetering on the brink of disaster 
and that failure to remove the tax 
would result in some 5,000 houses 
closing their doors. 


When President Eisenhower ve- 
toed the tax cut—it was reduced to 
10% earlier this year—some clos- 
ings did take place but not any- 
where near aS many as had been 
predicted by exhibition spokes- 
men. There was considerable com- 
ment at that time, however, that 
in fighting the tax by claiming in- 
dustry bankruptcy, COMPO had 
actually defeated its basic purpose, 
i.e., to create public confidence in 
the industry. 


Crix concede that the fight 
against the 5% levy obviously has 
to be tied in with a graphic re- 
minder of the economic conse- 
quences not only to the theatres 
and their personnel, but also to al- 
lied businesses. At the same time 
they fear that the industry may 
be doing itself a disservice by cre- 
ating an impression that pix are 
no longer catching the public’s 
fancy. An overstressing of this 
point is harmful to the business as 
a whole, they say. 





Premature, Unwarranted 


Reissues Draw Allied 
Scolding of Distribs 


Minneapolis, June 1. 

North Central Allied is warning 
members to “beware” of the reis- 
sues of comparatively “recent vin- 
tage pictures” which it states are 
now “flooding” the market and “in 
most instances” preving to be 
“boxoffice flops.” 

At the same time it upbraids dis- 
tributors for “digging up” the 
oldies “too soon” and frequently 
“unwarrantedly”’ because they al- 
legedly don’t bear repetition box- 
officewise. 

Organization also takes occasion 
to scold the producers again for 
“falling down on the job” and not 
producing enough pictures. Such 
deficiency, it’s claimed, is responsi- 
ble for the present “abortive” at- 
tempt to remedy the picture short- 


age and to squeeze out additional | 


film rental income by bringing back 
old pictures “over and over again.” 

Bennie Berger, NCA president, 
declares the major producers now 
havé been “tried” and “found guil- 
ty” of failing to fulfill their func- 
tion and should be “ashamed” of 
themselves. 


At the same time, however, the 


vast majority of the territory's in- | 
dependent exhibitors continue to 


refrain from signing contracts for 


the promised but unproduced Hal | 


R. Makelim and other independent 
pictures, ~ 





All Kinds of Advice 


H. R. Makelim, who'll have 
to please 2,500 exhib “charter 
members” under his guaran- 
teed cost scheme, had an indi- 
cation recently of what he’s up 
against. 

Drumming up contracts in 
Omaha recently, Makelim was 
approached by an elderly exhib 
with some fatherly advice. 

“Make a film with Laurel 
& Hardy,” the vet theatre- 
man counselled. “They’re hard 
working boys and they go over 
big. And come to think of it— 
why not team ’em up with the 
‘Our Gang’ boys?” 


New Titles On 
46 Stewart And 
51 Holden Pix 


Taking advantage of the recent 








Stewart for “The Glenn Miller 
Story” (U), Warner Bros. is reis- 
suing two pictures starring these 
thesps. Pictures, being re-released 
as a package, are “No Time for 
Comedy” (1946), starring Stewart 
and Rosalind Russell, and ‘Force 
of Arms” (1951), starring Holden 
and Nancy Olson. ~ 
Pictures, however, are not be- 
ing issued under their original 
titles. WB has dubbed “Comedy” 
as “Guy With a Grin” and 
“Force” has been named “Girl 
For Joe.” The press books and 
new advertising matter denote 
that the pix are re-releases and 
list the former titles. Catch lines 
bill Stewart as “That Wonderful 
Glenn Miller Guy” and Holden as 
“This Year’s Academy Award 
(Continued on page 20) 





Academy Award won by William | 
Holden for “Stalag 17” (Par) and | 
the acclaim received by Jimmy | 


N.Y. TAX JUST 
LATEST SOCK 


Attempts by local governments 
to impose admission taxes has the 
industry wondering again just what 
has the world against the pix busi- 
ness. For pictures, more than any 
other industry, are sublject to Gov- 
ernment regulations and restric- 
tions both in the United States and 
abroad. It’s an old adage by now 
that the pix biz is everybody's busi- 
ness and, given the opportunity, 


sport not subject to the rules of 
interstate commerce, the film biz 
is slapped with antitrust suits. The 
16m antitrust suit is still hanging 
over the industry in which an at- 
tempt is being made to have films 
(Continued on page 20) 


Chicago Starved 
For Celebrities? 


Chicago, June 1. 

Value of film star personal ap- 
pearances in the hinterlands once 
again spoke for itself last week in 
helping a pic into the hefty gross 
brackets. ‘Long Wait” racked up a 
whopping total, nearing $40,000 at 
the Woods Theatre, at a time when 
all other fare was wilting on the 
Main Stem. Partly the reason, 
there’s no doubt, is that United 
Artists had sent three of the pic’s 
starlets here on a pre-opening bal- 
ly tour for the Chi world preem 
and got nearly complete saturation 
in all available media. 

This somewhat celebrity-starved 
town only too willingly avails its 
radio and tv programs to in-the- 
flesh notables, and newspaper col- 
umnists aren’t stingy with the 
space either. Dailies carried eye- 
catching, leggy photos of Peggie 

(Continued on page 20) 


JACK SCHLAIFER BACK 
AT HIS OLD UA STAND 


L. J. (Jack) Schlaifer, veteran 
industry sales executive, has re- 
joined United Artists and will 
serve as a special representative. 
Schlaifer, who assumes his new 








| 








| ciated with UA in 1928 and later 
| served the company in a number 
| of key sales positions until 1940. « 


is in line with UA’s expanded 
| product program, Schlaifer_ will 
| cover the entire United States and 
‘ Canadian territories. 


post immediately, was first asso- | 


| PIX BIZ FENCED IN BY LOTSA LAWS 





Industry Mobilizes 


Kill Tax’ Drive; 


All Sorts of Alternative Plans Bob Up 





Grace Kelly’s Courtiers 
Grace Kelly, who has be- 
come a hot film name, found 
herself in a state of confusion 
when she arrived in New York 
from the Coast last week en 
route to Europe. At the air- 
port to meet Miss Kelly on 
Wednesday (26) were the rep- 
resentatives of three film com- 
panies, each vying for her 
services to plug the interests 
of each company. And the 
film company press agents had 
to ‘be at the airport at 7:55 
a.m. to greet Miss Kelly. 
On hand to meet Miss Kelly 
were reps from Metro, the 
studio to which she is under 
- contract; Warner Bros., for 
which she made “Dial M for 
Murder,” and Paramount, for 
which she is going to Europe 
to make “Catch a Thief.’ Miss 
Kelly diplomatically solved 
the problem by riding into the 
city with her agent, an MCA 
man. 


2,000 Playdates 
For WB's Them 
Within a Month! 


One of the fastest playoffs in in- 
|dustry history is being attempted 
/by Warner Bros. for its science fic- 
‘tion feature, “Them!” Distrib ex- 
pects to complete 2,000 dates with- 
.in the period of a month. Picture 
‘goes into distribution on June 16 
_for the saturation bookings. It’s 
‘being backed by a hefty tv and 
jradio campaign, with special em- 
phasis being placed on the video 
coverage via spot announcements. 


In each zone slated for the tv 











_with special exploitation kits pre- 
senting tie-in ideas for the video 
‘campaign. Campaign is designed 
to cover every distribution area in 
the United States. To back up 
the large number of playdates, WB 
is providing a total of 600 prints 
which it claims is a new high for 
‘the company. Television and radio 
| blanketing is not superceding news- 


| Company is supplementing it with 


|special area newspaper advertising , 
| in cities within the circulation area | 


of the saturation regions. 








Theatremen have long had warn- 
ing that amusement taxes are “pe- 
cukiarly suited” for municipal ad- 
ministration and that local govern- 
ments have avariciously eyed ad- 


tional revenue. The present battle 
of New York exhibs to prevent 
the city from levying a 5% bite on 


nicipal Assn. at the tax hearings 

in Washington. 
Randy Haskell 

Washington 


Hamilton, 
director of AMA, 


tee to recommend the repeal of 
the Federal tax so that it could 





said they were sure that the local 
governments realized the plight of 





| that, in the long run, would harm 
| not only the theatres but 


which would be harmed if the the- 
atres were forced to close. 
| Hamilton, when asked how Fed- 


considerably less since they would 


the Federal government's 20° 
| trol of the taxes, Hamilton noted 
| that theatres and other amuse- 


; . | post 
_ Judge Knight required the posting 
| of $2,500 by each of the defendants 
| = _to g&arantee their future appear- 


| hopes to collect from New York 
| amusement spots as a result of the 


the theatres and would do nothing | 5° tax. Chicago, with a 3°% levy, | 
| netted only $1,700,000 in ‘52, the | 
busi-| major share coming from film | 
mission taxes as a source of addi- nesses surrounding the theatres houses. On the basis of $1,700,000) 


| at 3%, the gross biz would have 
| been $57,000,000. At 5% it would 
| have brought in about $2,500,000. 


admissions recalls the testimony | eral repeal of the tax would be Assuming that New York has four 
of an official of the American Mu-/| beneficial to the theatre biz, said | times as many theatres, a generous | 
| the local bites would probably be | estimate, the total amusement biz New York City tax that it was the 


| would be about $228,000,000. At 


the | exact about 5° as compared to | 5°%o this would bring in about $11,- 


| 400,000, a figure still under the 


asked the Congressional commit- | levy. As an argument for local con- | $16,000,000 New York hopes to col- | 


lect. 
| In 1952 the entire U. S, amuse- 


“rightfully” come into the domain | ment spots required additional po- | ment business yielded $246,000,660 


| of the local municipalities. He de-| lice protection and extra street | at the 20% tax. Employing some 


|clared that it could be best ad- 
| ministered by state and local gov- 
ernments. A committee. member 
called Hamilton's testimony to the 
| attention of Robert Coyne, Coun- 


cil of Motion Picture Organizations 


| rep, and to exhibs representing the | 


‘industry. The exhib delegation 


| cleaning facilities. 
| Varied Tax Yields 
| Most recent statistics available 


| reveal that 13 out of the nation’s | 


| largest cities collected a total of 


| $7,973,000 in amusement taxes in| 


1952. This is considerably below 
| the $16,000,000 which 


the city | 


fast arithmetic, the take would 
have been about $82,000,000 at 
| 5%. For New York City alone to 
| chalk up $16,000,000 in amusement 
taxes, it would mean that the city 
would have to do 20° of the 


' amusement biz of the entire coun- 
(Continued on page 20) 


spots, exhibs are being provided® 


* Spearheaded by exhibs and the 


‘unions, New York's entertainment 
|industry over the past week 
|whipped up a fullblown crusade 
| against Mayor Robert F. Wagner's 
| projected 5° tax on admissions. 
| The anti-tax campaign is being 
| fought with a bitterness born of the 
;conviction that the tax is as un- 
| wise and discriminatory as it is up- 
|fair to the already suffering thea- 
tres which have only begun to par- 
| take of the benefits of the recently 
| reduced Federal admissions tax. 
Exhibs have organized all means 
j}at their disposal, including their 

screens, to rouse the public to a 
; realization of what the Mayor is 
jtrying to do. No secret is made 
,of the fact that, should the tax ge 
through—and there is a feeling 
| among many that it is inevitable— 
| it will be passed.on to the publie 
| which thus becomes the ultimate 
victim. While this may preserve 
|the theatres from an immediate 
}and direct loss, upped admissions 
| are seen being reflected in dimin- 
ishing attendance. 

_ Studies have found that whereas 
nothing much is to be gained by 
| dropping prices a nickel or a dime, 

any increase inevitably brings a 
| loss in patronage. 

As alternate suggestions con- 
tinue to pour in, ranging from 
| taxes on free radio and tv shows 
and juke -boxes to free parking and 
commercially used réal estate of 
religious and fraternal organiza- 
tions, the industry hammered home 
its argument that the 5% tax would 
actually cost the city money in 
the long run due to theatre clos- 
ings and the effects on neighbor- 
hood businesses. 

The Albert Sindlinger research 
organization has been retained by 

(Continued on page 20) 


Schine Chain Defendants 
Required to Post Bonds, 
— On Antitrust ‘Appearance’ 


Buffalo, June 1. 

Preliminary legal  skirmishin 
began in Federal Court here ak 
week in proceedings brought by 
the Government against Schine 
Theatres, Inc. J. Myer Schine, 
John A. May, Louis B. Schine, Don- 
ald G. Schine, Attorney Howard 
M. Ant2vil, Buffalo Council Presi- 
dent Elmer F. Lux and eight other 
corporations on civil and criminal 
contempt show cause orders charg- 
ing the defendants with non-com- 
pliance with the 1949 antitrust de- 





Under the appointment, which | paper coverage, according to WB.| cree issued by Judge John Knight 


which ordered the Schine chain to 
divest itself of 39 theatres. 

Schine attorneys unsuccessfully 
resisted the Government's attempt 
to force the Schine defendants to 

appearance bonds, when 


ances in court. 
The right of the Government to 
contempt 


TAX IS NOTHING NEW, SAY EXPERTS sites coset esses 


fered was also attacked by Schine 

attorneys, as Was the inclusion in 

the present proceeding of three 
(Continued on page 16) 





Reaction To Editorial 
Sticky Wicket, O., June 1. 
In re editorial yclept “A Kick in 
the Wickets” in last week’s 
Variety, reference was made in in- 
| dignant discussion of the proposed 


sort of thing that might be expect- 
|ed “from the unsympathetic ele- 
ments of Broken Bottle, Ohio.” 
Although there is no Broken 
| Bottle in the state, other than those 
in the trash heaps, there is a 
| Broken Sword, Ohio. It is nine 
miles north of Bucyrus in Crawford 
|County. There’s no post office 
there and the population is un- 
| known but it is believed there are 
no “unsympathetic elements” in 
Broken Sword. It has no theatre 
and, therefore, no theatre tax. 
| Wass you, as the old routine 
' goes, ever in Wauseon? 
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6 ‘FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





Demetrius and the 
Gladiators 
(C’Scope-Color) 


Secke followup to “The 
Robe” with mass appeal and 
hearty b.o. potential. 








Hollywood, June 1. 

20th-Fox release of Frank Ross pro- 
duction, Stars Victor Mature, Susan Hay- 
ward; co-stars Michael Rennie, Debra 
Paget, Anne Bancroft, Jay Robinson; fea- 
tures Barry Jones, William Marshall, 
Richard Egan, Ernest Borgnine, Charles 
Evans. Directed by Delmer Daves. Writ- 
ten by et Dunne; based on a charac- 
ter created by Lloyd C. las in “The 
Robe”; camera (Technicolor), Milton Kras- 
ner: editors, Dorothy Spencer, Robert 
Fritch; music, Rt YA no 
from “The Robe” by re s 
Previewed May 21, ‘54 Running Time, 
101 MINS. 





metriuS ..cccrcceceses: Victor Mature 
| et ny cecavotugeeceses Susan Hayward 
POCOE 20 ccccocccsscenccenes Michael Rennie 
LUGE ic vctsseccecsevcasses Debra Page: 
Pawls ..cccccccceccccseces Anne Bancrof: 
Caligula ..cccccccsccccvcees Jay Robinson 
CiaUGIS occ ccccccccscsss 2: Oey CONGe 
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PERETO seo cccccccccccsccesevons rl Davis 
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(Aspect ratio: 2.55-1) 





“Demetrius and the Gladiators” 
is 20th-Fox’s answer and followup 
te its tremendously successful 
“The Robe.” It would be a hit even 
without the tie to last season’s 
smash grosser because, in many 
ways, it is a show of more popular 


entertainment appeal. This doesn’t | = 





mean “Robe”-type grosses; after 
all, it’s not introducing Cinema- | 


Scope, nor re-creating the Lloyd C. | 4 


Douglas best-selling novel. It does | 
have socko action—dramatic pull, | 
with just enough religious over- | 
tenes, to keep the boxoffice bell! 
tolling loud and profitable. 

While Douglas’s fine novel from | 
which 20th-Fox and Frank Ross | 
filmed “The Robe” springboards | 
this followup, it is a completely 
new story, beautifully fashioned 
with all the basics of good drama 
and action that can play, and quite 


Tebams { oc Goodrich, Dor 


are William Marshall, the huge. 
Nubian gladiator, Richard Egan 
and Ernest Borgnine, arena ex- 
= Debra Paget, the gentle 
ucia who loves Demetrius, and 
Anne Bancroft, who tries to help 
them, are good without making too 
much impact. 

A credit run-down finds Milton 
Krasner’s photography, the music 
by Franz Waxman, with themes 
from Alfred Newman’s “Robe” 
score, the editing, art direction, set 
decorations, costuming and other 
contributions figuring most im- 
portantly in making this a \-ell- 
rounded, entertaining, motion pic- 
ure. — Brog. 


Seven Brides For 
Seven Brothers 
(C’Scope Musical-Color 


Slick, entertaining country- 
style musical with a B’way 
polish, geod songs, cast and 
word-of-mouth possibilities for 
sturdy takes, 








Hollywood, June 1. 
. Metro release of Jack Cummings pro- 
uction. Stars Jane Powell, Howard Keel; 
tures Jeff Richards, Russ Tamblyn, 
Tommy Rall, Howard Petrie, Virginia 
ibson, Ian Wolfe. Directed by Stanley 
onen. Screenplay. Albert Hackett, Fran- 
othy Kingsley; based 
on the story, “The Sobbin’' Women” by 


Beeb 3 Pa HI Robert E. Griffin | Gqobe™ Vincent, Benet:. camera (Ansco 


Color), George Folsey; editor, Ralph E. 


| Winters; songs, Johnny Mercer, Gene de 


Paul; musical direction, Adolph Deutsch; 
musical supervision, Saul Chaplin; dances 
and musical numbers staged by. Michael 
Kidd. Preview May 26, ’54. Running 
time, 102 MINS. 


bio ed Shee cece ébesees Howard Keel 
Benjamin ...... Cuvesieces Jeff Richards 
Gideon ........ Secccescos- Russ Tamblyn 
PROM. as wececevccccccsccedss Tommy Rall 
DOME: «064 aceadeine eretser'se sa Mare Piatt 
rere ree Matt Mattox 
Ephraim ..... 006s vote Jacques d’Amboise 
The Hirides: 
2 eer 46200 aheessvces Jane Powell 
ERCORS « csiacevecscceuess Julie Newmeyer 
sovcaccocecccecccsss-- Nancy Kilgas 
Sarah ..... eoceccccvoreses: ..-Betty Carr 
See's cce pend Nesvewas sane he Virginia Gibson 
MUM. 20 ccéasece eeccceccnes Ruta Kilmonis 
Martha ......66 Weberne cds Norma Doggett 
Mev. TOO wcccecccceces...... lam Wolfe 
Pete Perkine ...eccccces:: Howard Petrie 
BEN — Svcs so vedactddcoesnd Earl Barton 
Matt .ccccccccccccecesec: Dante DiPaolo 
PR ae eocceecccccces Kelly Brown 
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Dorcas’ Father ...............Dick Rich 
A  wwebs nee asWe's Marjorie Wood 
ee eer ere Russell Simpson 


(Aspect ratio: 2.55-1) 
This is a happy, hand-clapping, 


often do, against any setting, pe-| foot-stomping, country type of 
riod or modern. In the compelling | musical with all the slickness of a 
Philip Dunne sercen story, and un-| Broadway show. It offers songs, 
der the equally compelling direc- | dances and romancing in such a 
tion by Delmer Daves, “Demetrius” delightful package that word-of- 
swings from “The Robe’s” mysteri- mouth could talk it into solid busi- 


ous, religious miracle theme of the 


ness at the boxoffice. On merit 


crucifixion, that pictured the estab- | alone, it rates sturdy returns and 
lishment of a faith, to a story of can be sold almost without quali- 
the trial of a man’s faith by the fications as one of the fresher 
temptations of an attractive, amor- | Pieces of tune entertainment to hit 


al woman and a pagan Rome. 


|the current market. CinemaScope 


The opening scene of “Demetri- | and Ansco Color aid the visual as- 


us” is the closing scene of “The 


Robe,” in which Marcellus and | ; 


Diana, condemned to death be- 
cause of their Christian belieis, 
pass on the robe worn to the Cru- 


| sets. 


Johnny Mercer. ‘and Gene de 
Paul provide the slick, showy Jack 
‘Cummings production with eight 
songs, all of which jibe perfectly 


cifixion by Jesus Christ so that it} With the folksy, hillbilly air main- 


can find its way to the Apostle ; 


Peter, “the big Fisherman.” Later 
in the picture another scene from 
“The Robe” is used—that tremen- 
dous Crucifixion sequence in which 
the Greek slave Demetrius kneels 


at the feet of Christ, mute anguish | 
mirrored on his face. Other than | 
these two scenes, the same Roman | 
settings and the overlying religious | 
theme of Christianity’s troubled | 


beginning, “Demetrius” strides a 


different course than the picture to | 


which it is a worthy successor. 


Victor Mature again scores with | 
the character of the slave in this’! 


second Frank Ross production. A 
mighty man is he battling three 
huge tigers in the Roman arena to 
satisfy the mad urges of the crazy 


Emperor Caligula and the wicked | 


Messalina, dueling to the death 


with five of Rome’s best gladia- | 


tors, or making love to the same 
wicked temptress who has tempo- 
rarily caused him to forget his God. 
As in all basic storiés, this one has 
a happy ending, not unwelcome 


after the trial by fire and brime-.| 


stone through which the fallen has 
been dragged. 


Curiously, and as first exampled 
in “The Robe,” CinemaScope is 
never seen to better advantage 
than when mirroring the pagentry 
of the pagan Roman setting. It al- 


most seems that the anamorphic | 


lens was meant for Bibical drama. 
Certainly it is hard to concieve of 
any other photographic process do- 
_ ing as.much with the scenes of the 
arena fights between man and man, 
and man and beast, or the sweep- 
ing panoramas of pagan court ses- 
sions and other visual fixtures of 
the period. 

With Mature easily winning top 
acting honors for his splendidly 
project Demetrius, he is pressed by 
Susan Hayward as the evil Messa- 
lina, and Jay Robinson, repeating 
his mad, effeminate Caligula. Fine 
is: Michael Rennie, again seen as 
the Apostle Peter, a man of quiet 
Strength. Barry Jones, too, is good 
as the weak Claudius, elderly hus- 


seu Rand of: the! amoral ‘Messalina, as 


tained in the picture. Howard 
|Keel’s robust baritone and Jane 
Powell’s lilting soprano make their 
songs extremely listenable. In that 
| category is Keel’s handling of the 
lusty “Bless Your Beautiful Hide,” 


ful Day,” their work together and 
solo on “When You're In Love,” 
which gets two reprises; the hearty 
“Sobbin’ Women” done by Kegl, 
, and Miss Powell’s “Goin’ Co’tin.” 
The Broadway show touch comes 
| from having Michael Kidd to stage 
the dances and musical numbers. A 
real standout is the acrobatic hoe- 
down staged around a barn-raising 
shindig, during which six of the 
title’s seven brothers vie in love 
rivalry with the town boys for the 
favor of the mountain belles. From 
a square dance, to acrobatics, to a 
spirited free-for-all brawl, it’s a 
{rousing sequence, packed with 
| rhythmic fun and mayhem. 
| Cute is the brothers’ embryonic 
|dancing to “Co’tin’’ as they get 
| their first instructions in the nice- 
‘ties of courtship. Effective is the 
staging of “Sobbin’,” in which, via 
song, older brother Keel tells his 
young kin the wonderful story of 
| how some ancient Romans raided 
| the homes of the Sabines and ran 
,off with the women, a saga that 
| cues the plot and title. Stylized to 
_the extreme is the posturing ballet 
| to “‘Lament.” Virginia Gibson leads 
the brides, garbed in corsets and 
bloomers, in an okay song-terp 
blend to “June Bride.” Least ef- 
fective, in fact seeming almost 
| foreign to the other staging, is 
“Spring, Spring, Spring,” sung and 
danced by the brides and grooms. 
With tunes and terping taking up 
,So much of the footage there isn’t 
too much for Stanley Donen to do 


except direct the story bridges be- 
tween the numbers. This he does 
adequately enough, though he 


should have given the characters 
more depth and less broadness, 
particularly in the earlier se- 
quences, What plot there is in the 
script by Albert Hackett, Frances 
,Goodrich and Dorothy Kingsley, 
‘based. on Stephen Vincent Benet’s 


| Miss Powell’s “Wonderful, Wonder- L 


- Caroline Cherie 


“Caroline Cherie,”. French 
import current at the Paris 
Theatre, N. Y., was reviewed 
in Variety in the issue of 
‘March 21, 1951. Seen at the 
Colisee, Paris, by Mosk, the 
film was described as “a 
Gallic costumer of the revo- 
lutionary period that reminds 
one of ‘Forever Amber.” 

Reviewer found it adroit 
and thought Martine Carol’s 
s.a. should make it good for 
the U. S. arty sureseaters. 





(“Caroline,’”® which original- 
ly ran 135 minutes, has now 
been trimmed to 115 minutes 
by distrib Arthur Davis. 
Tightening up process obvi- 
ously hasn’t hurt this entry 
which is still slow in spots. 
However, Miss Carol is a 
charmer and the pic’s spicy 
treatment provides it with a 
hefty exploitation angle. This 
is pretty earthy stuff with 
definite possibilities both for 
the arties and otherwise. It’s 
got "the making of a_ b.o. 
click. Hift. 


AE RA ASIP LOSS AP TNL ELODIE TE TTT 


“The Sobbin’ Women,” almost 
plays itself, being concieved for 
amusement in dialog and situation. 
It’s the story of seven brathers liv- 
ing on a mountain farm. The eldest 
gets a bride and the others decide 
likewise, steal their maidens and, 
after a snowed-in winter, the girls’ 
parents mastermind a mass shot- 
gun wedding. 

The long and the short of the 
teaming of Keel and Miss Powell 
is that the pairing comes off very 
satisfactorily, vocally and _ other- 
wise. The brothers are all good, 
with Russ Tamblyn standing out 
in particular for performance .and 
his dance work with such terpers 
as Tommy Rall, Mare Platt and 
Jacques d’Amboise. Jeff Richards 
also more than holds his own. 
Pleasing as the brides are Julie 
Newmeyer, Nancy Kilgas, Betty 
Carr, Virginia Gibson, Ruta Kil- 
monis and Norma Doggett. Those 
portraying the townspeople do 
their parts well. 


The CinemaScope lensing by 
George Folsey is clear as a bell, 
with no movement blur or image 
fuzziness. Ralph E. Winters’ edited 
the footage effectively. The musi- 
cal supervision by Saul Chaplin 
and the musical direction by 
Adolph Deutsch are first-rate 
credits. Brog. 


Johnny Dark 
(COLOR) 











Good sports car racing actioner 
with Tony Curtis, Piper Laurie 
and pop market possibilities. 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Universal release of William Allan& 
production. Stars Tony Curtis, Piper Lau- 
rie, Don Taylor; features Paul Kelly, 
Ika Chase, Sidney Blackmer, Ruth Hamp- 
ton. Directed by George Sherman; writ- 
ten by Franklin Coen; camera (Techni- 
color), Carl Guthrie; editor, Edward Cur- 
tiss; technical advisor, H. Haile Chace. 
ewer May 5, ’54. Running time, 85 
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(Aspect ratio: 2-1) 





Sports car racing backgrounds 
this actionful Universal entry and 
its rpm output along the pop mar- 
ket track should be good; especial- 
ly since it teams Tony Curtis and 


- Seehenaebeesner 


‘Girls Marked Danger’ 
New York. 














Editor, VARIETY: 

In reading your May 26th 
reviews, I was Gisturbed and 
concerned as to why the Eng- 
lish dubbed slug was omitted 
under the title of “Girls Mark- 
ed Danger.” 


Secondly, how can a strictly 
exploitation film be referred to 
by the reviewer as follows, 
“this looks oke for arty spots 
and foreign language thea- 
tres.” This attraction is entire- 
ly in English. It was re- 
adapted for the American 
market by new editing, visual 
and dialogue-wise, solely for 
the purpose of playing in all 
types of conventional and 
drive-in theatres. 

Won't you make clear to your 
exhibitor reader that 
_ (a) “Girls Marked Danger” 
is in American dialogue. 

‘b.) The previously stated 
expression, “this looks oke for 
arty and foreign language the- 
atres” was in error. 





Bernard Jacon, 
I. F; E. Releasing Corp. 





Piper Laurie to attract the young- 
er. set of ticket buyers. 

Footage has plenty of thrills for 
the wouldbe sports car enthusiasts 
in such sequences as fast rides 
over proving ground tracks, an air- 
port race over a fixed course, and 
the staged border-to-border road 
race that served .as the story's 
climaxing action. Members of the 
real ring-and-piston set may mar- 
vel at the ingenuity and dispa 
with which motion pictures 


these things off, but for the pay-|G 


ing customers it’s a good show, ex- 
pertly fashioned to entertain un- 
der the production guidance of 
‘William Alland and the quick- 
paced dcirection of George Sher- 
man, 


Curtis plays the title character 
in Franklin Coen’s screen original. 
He’s an engineer’ at an indepen- 
dent automobile plant who sudden- 
ly gets a chance to build - the 
sports car he has designed under 
company sponsorship. When he 
finds out the construction was just 
a maneuver in a fight between old- 
fashioned management, _repre- 
sented by Sidney Blackmer, and 
progressive stockholders, repre- 
sented by Pierre Watkin, Curtis 
swipes the car. With his buddy Don 
Taylor, driving, the car comes a 
cropper in the airport race and the 
buddies fall out. This sets the 
stage for Curtis to drive the ma- 
chine in the  border-to-border 
(Canadian-Mexican) race and if 
you don’t know before-hand that 
he finishes the race in front of 
Taylor you've been _§ sleeping 
through too many of this type der- 
ring-do film. 

Miss Laurie is pretty as a pic- 
ture as the romantic prize that 
Curtis wins along with the race. 
Paul Kelly, plant foreman and Cur- 
tis’ supporter, Ilka Chase, another 
Curtis supporter and long-suffer- 
ing secretary to Blackmer, an 1 the 
latter give the picture some sub- 
stance in performance, although 
the.demands do not draw heavily 
on the trio’s experience. Ruth 
Hampton shows up the correct 
lines as the _ scantily-clad Miss 
Boerder-to-Border who greets the 
drivers along the way. 


The long road race is thrillingly 
staged to get the most reaction 
from the viewer. Cameras either 
ride the hood of a car around 
mountain curves, or take to the air 
in helicopter and plane for other 
thrill footage that will keep the 
eustomers on edge. Carl Guthrie 
did the excellent color lensing. 
Editing by Edward Curtiss leaves 
little excess footage and the other 
technical assists deliver capably. 

Brog. 





The Raid 
(COLOR) 


Stirring Civil War yarn based on 
true incident; particularly strong 
programmer. 








. ; Hollywood, May 27. 
Twentieth-Fox release of a Leonard 
Goldstein-Robert L. Jacks production. 
Stars Van Heflin; co-stars Anne Bancroft, 
Richard Boone, Lee Marvin; features 
Tommy Rettig, Peter Graves, Douglas 
Spencer, Paul Cavanagh, Will Wright, 
James Best, John Dierkes, Helen Ford, 
Harry Hines. Directed by Hugo Fre- 
gonese. Screenplay, Sydney Boehm; 
screen story, Francis Cockrell; based on 
“Affair at St. Albans,” by Herbert Rav- 
enal Sass; camera (Technicolor), Lucien 
Ballard; editor, Robert Golden: music, 


Roy Webb. Previewed May 26, ’54. Run- 
ning time, 82 MINS, 

Major Neal Benton.......... Van Heflin 
SO See Anne Bancroft 
Captain Foster .......... Richard _ Boone 
Lieutenant Keating ..........Lee Marvin 
eT ee pe eges: Tommy Rettig 
Captain Dwyer ............ Peter Graves 
Reverend Lucas......... Douglas Spencer 
Colonel Tucker .......... Paul Cavana 
Banker Anderson ............ Will Wright 
Lieutenant Robinson ........ James Best 
Corporal Dean ............. John Dierkes 
Delphine Coates ...........- Helen Ford 
WG, EE on daw wo wena Harry Hines 


Captain Henderson ......... Simon Scott 
Lieutenant Ramsey ........ Claude Akins 


y 
(Aspect ratio: 1.66-1) 


Depiction of a little-known inci- 
dent during the Civil War, “The 
Raid” stacks up as a stirring and 
suspenseful entry for top bracket- 
ing in the program market and 
should run up better than average 
returns. One of: Leonard Gold- 
stein’s slate for 20th-Fox release, 
production handling by Robert L. 
Jacks is distinctive and Hugo 
Fregonese has given film particu- 
larly rugged direction, a cast 
headed by Van Heflin competently 
delineating colorful characters. 

Screenplay by Sidney Boehm is 
based upon the raid of a small 
Verment town in 1864 by a band of 
Confederate soldiers crossing over 
from Canada, to give Northerners 
a taste of the tragic events which 
have beset Southern families. 
Taken from Herbert Ravenal Sass’ 
true story, “Affair at St. Albans,” 
episode has been developed dra- 
matically and realistically, its tense 
unfoldment assuring rapt audience 
attention during its full length. 
Technicolor feature should bene- 
fit by word-of-mouth publicity as 
well as by the exploitation poten- 
tial of its subject matter. 

Heflin portrays a Confederate 
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nm in northern New York. Tak- 

temporary refuge in Canada 
he returns to the hamlet of St. Ai- 
bans, Vt., near border, in guise of 
a Montreal businessman looking 
for a site to set up shop, but actual- 
ly to survey geography of the town 
for a daring venture. This is to 
take the town with a handful of 
Confederate soldiers, sack and 
destroy it to divert Northern 
troops back to Néw England and 
thus relieve -Union pressure on 
en. Lee. 
Star delivers pressively as he 
carefully lays his plans, which 
nearly are stymied when a column 
of Union cavalry shows up minutes 
before the scheduled raid, delayed 
then for 48 hours. Heflin shades 
his role with fine. restraint, a 
quality further reflected in the 
manner in which Fregonese helms 
the full progress of the planned 
attack. : 

Excellent support is afforded 
right down the line, headed by 
Anne Bancroft, a young war widow 
at’ whose boarding house Heflin 
takes a room; Richard Boone as a 
one-armed Union veteran; and Lee 
Marvin, a Southern officer whose 
fiery temper nearly wrecks the 
proposed raid and who is shot 
down by Heflin. Peter Graves and 
John Dierkes also stand out as 
Rebels, Tommy Rettig is in for a 
key spot as Miss Bancroft's young 
son who rides for Union help when 
the raid begins, and Will Wright 
is the banker. Balance of cast in- 
dividually score. 

Technical departments are 
strongly handled, Lucien Ballard’s 
photography graphically attuned to 
Robert Golden’s fast editing. Roy 
Webb’s musical score fits the ac- 


tion patly. Whit. 
Adventures ef Robinson 
Crusoe 
(COLOR) 





Attractively done-up version 
of the Daniel Defoe classic 
that should excite and delight 
the juves. 





United Artists release of an Oscar 
Dancigers-Henry Ehrlich production Stars 
Dan O’Herlihy and James _ Fernandez; 
features Felipe De Alba, Chel Lopez, 
Jose Chavez, Emilio Garibay. Directed 
by Luis Bunuel. Screenplay by Phillip 
Rell and Bunuel, based on the Daniel 
Defoe story; camera (Pathecolor), Alex 
Phillips; editers, Carlos Savage, Alberto 
Valenzuela. Previewed A 26, 54 in 
N.Y. Running time; 90 MINS. 


Robinson Crusoe ......... Dan O’Herlihy 
OER ES re James Fernandez 
Capt. Oberzo ........003% Felipe De Alba 
GR ee ho wk aii ne hel Lopez 


(Aspect Ratio: 1.33 to 1) 





“Robinson Crusoe,” the ‘Daniel 
Defoe classic which has thrilled 
and excited youngsters all over the 
the world for more than two cen- 
turies, has been brought to the 
screen by Oscar Dancigers and 
Henry Ehrlich with taste and a 
good deal of pictorial imagina- 
nation. Pic, which by the very 
nature of the story is turned 
into a tour-de-force for Dan 
O’Herlihy as Crusoe, is a natural 
for the juve trade. If properly ex- 
ploited, it should parlay its adven- 
ture theme into a hefty b.o. take. 

Made in Mexico, “Crusoe” is the 
first sound and color version of the 
Defoe tale. Although a good part 
of it is taken up with the shipwreck 
and Crusoe’s establishment of a 
home on the island on which he is 
to dwell for more than 28 years, 
director Luis Bunuel keeps the 
hero on the move but doesn’t neg- 
lect to establish the torment of a 
man suddenly cut off from all out- 
side communication, a dog his only 
companion, . 

There’s plenty in the Defoe book 
to fill the screen with all sorts of 
activity and O’Herlihy, a graduate 
of Dublin’s Abbey Theatre, enters 
with gusto into the spirit of the 
thing. Film realistically shows him 
aging through the years and he’s 
excellent in communicating emo- 
tions which screen rarely has a 
chance to express. All this changes, 
of course, when he has his run-in 
with the cannibals and rescues Fri- 
day from death. He gains a faithful 
companion whom he teaches Eng- 
lish and the ways of civilized men 
as far as the primitive surround- 
ings will permit. 

O’Herlihy, with the exception of 
a few scenes, is completely be- 
lievable, whether it’s wO=xing on 
his house or holding conversations 
with flowers and insects. His per- 
formance, aided by Bunuel’s expert 
direction and Alex Phillip’s fine 
lensing, gives the film distinction. 
James Fernandez as Friday, the 
savege who learns to respect an 
love his rescuer after an initial pe- 
riod of uneasy suspicion and dis- 
trust, steps right out of the pages 
of the book. Felipe De Alba is 
splendid as the captain. 

Pathe color comes through very 
well and in natural tones that pro- 
vide added values. Bunuel’s meg- 
ging is intelligent and places the 
accent where it belongs, building 
suspense and tension as Crusoe 
suddenly discovers that he’s shar- 





major who leads the esca of 
seven Rebel officers from a Union! 


ing the island with canv‘hals. 
oar Cos Hift. 
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WAGE SCALES CRIMP HOUSE MGRS. 


Woes of Exhibitors—Elsewhere 


Buenos Aires, June 1. 


Argentine exhibitors met here for four days last week in the 
first convention they’ve ever held. Some 500 delegates represent- 
ing 2,200 houses showed up, bespeaking the seriousness of trade 
problems. A first objective is the creation of an Argentine equiva- 


lent of the Yankee COMPO. 


Current problems of industry include: 

“Protection” of Argentine features which disadvantages imports 
on which Argentine exhibs tend to make more profit. 

“Pressures” of producers, authors, vaudeville entertainers upon 
the cinema operators whose prosperity is grotesquely exaggerated 


in their minds. 


“Admissions” which are kept arbitrarily low by Government 
edict as a social gesture to the masses. 
“Censorship,” which is now conflicting and not centralized and 


creates much confusion. 





Eastern Orthodox Priest Raps Boycott 





Says Campaign in. Buffalo Assumes ‘Spanish 


Inquisition’ 


Overtones 








Buffalo, June 1. 

Efforts of the Buffalo Catholic 
Diocese to establish a boycott of 
Basil’s Lafayette and other “affili- 
ated” theatres 1n retaliation for the 
showing “The French Line” were 
sharply assailed by Rev. John Pal- 
las in his sermon at the Hellenic 
Eastern Orthodox Church here 
Sunday. Characterizing the matter 
as having reached the stage of a 
“Spanish inquisition,” he stated 
that the Catholic campaign to pro- 
hibit the picture here undermined 
the basic American way of life. He 
disagreed openly with Catholic 
critics over the picture and said 
that he had seen it and agreed with 
thousands that it was “lively and 
tuneful with no more harm in it 
than many other works of art and 
literature” available to everyone 
without adverse criticism.” 

“I do not dispute the right of 
any group to attempt to advise its 
own members what they may or 
may not -see,” Rev. Pallas added. 
“If the members of that group care 

(Continued on page 20) 


ILLINOIS TOP COURT - 
OKAYS CHI CENSORSHIP 


Chicago, June 1. 
Chicago censorship statute, criti- 
cized over a year ago by American 
Civil Liberties Union in the mat- 
ter of city’s nix on “The Miracle,” 





was held constitutional last week" 


by Illinois State Supreme Court. 
ACLU had scored a near victory 
over the statutes last July when 


Circuit-Court Judge Harry Fisher i 


overrode the blue-pen@illing of the 
pic, but Supreme Court reversed 
Judge Fisher’s decision. 

Case ig slated for rehearing by 
Judge Fisher, this time solely on 
the issue of morality. 





NEEDLESS CAMPAIGN 


Catholics 
Still 





Request 
Current 


‘Revival’ Of 
‘Bernadette’ 





William C. Gehring, 20th-Fox as- 
sistant exec gales manager, was the 
most surprised man in town last 
week when his effice was swamped 
with thousands of letters, all ad- 
dressed to him personally and ask- 
ing reissue of 20th’s “Song of Ber- 
nadette.” 

It turned out that the mail was in 
response to an appeal in the Cath- 
olic publication, “The Sunday Visi- 
tor,” by its entertainment columnist 
Dale Francis. Latter had pointed 
out that this was the Marian year 
and that “Song” would be a fine 
picture to be reissued for that oc- 
He urged his readers to 
send their request to Gehring. 

Odd aspect of the mail appeal is 
that it wasn’t actually necessary 
since 20th has never withdrawn 
“Song of Bernadette” from release 
and has prints of it available in 
most exchanges. 

Gehring is undertaking to reply 
to all who have written him. His 
letter thanks the correspondents 
for their interest and points out 
that “Song” “is one of the few mo- 
tion pictures that never have been 
taken out of release.” 


“Million” 





$25 Top for Peck Preem 


Detroit, June 1. 

World preem of “Man With a 
(UA), Gregory Peck 
starrer, will be a benefit for the 
American Korean Foundation June 
17 at the United Artists Theatre. 
Loges will sell at $25 each; orch, 
$10, and rear balcony, $5. 


Production Bally 
Lost Via Release 
Delay: Theatres 


Publicity void that envelops a 
picture between the time of pro- 
duction and its release is a mat- 
ter of concern to some exhibitors 
who feel the distributors could do 
a more intensive job of pre-selling 
their product. 

Argument, advanced by Leonard 





Goldenson, United Paramount 
Theatres prexy, among others, is 
that the production companies 


would be wise to protect their in- 
vestment by allocating certain 
amounts for plugging a film in the 
“hibernating” period that follows 
completion of lensing, editing, etc. 
As a rule—although the time lag 
appears. to be shrinking—it’s still 
anywhere between six months to a 
year between the time a pic is 
ve and the public gets to see 


Exhibs maintain that a valuable 
opportunity is being lost via this 
lag. The studio spends a certain 
amount of money on publicizing a 
picture while it’s in production. As 
a rule, very little is heard of the 
film until it approaches its release 
date. It’s claimed that, were this 
time to be utilized, it would per- 
mit a gradual increase in audience 


(Continued on page 18) 





RIGHT TYPE NOT 
EASILY RECRUITED 


Theatre circuits report they’re 
finding it increasingly tough to get 
reliable and responsible managerial 
personnel and particularly assist- 
ant managers. Situation isn’t des- 
perate, but it’s serious enough to 
rate considerable attention from 
circuit toppers. 


Complairt isn’t so much one of 
a manpower shortage but it’s aimed 
at the fact that (a.) its difficult to 
get young men willing to make a 
career out of the exhibition busi- 
ness, and (b) to find personnel with 
an aftinity for showbiz traditions 
and requirements. Frequently 
heard beef is that no one seems to 
be willing any more to start learn- 
ing the trade from the bottom up. 

There is something of a sequel 
to this situation in the foreign de- 
partments of some of the distribs 
where execs report they find it dif- 
ficult to find a crop of new men 
capable of serving in the overseas 
market. Various companies at one 
time or another have set up train- 
ing centers for their “ambassadors” 
abroad, but none is in existence 
now. Tendency at the moment is 
to bring English-speaking foreign- 
ers to the homeoffice and to train 
them before sending them back 
into their native territories. 

Discussing their persennel prob- 
lems, exhibs say it would be an 
excellent idea to create a training 
school to assure a pool of men and 
women on which to draw. While 
the idea has come up on occasions, 
it has never been followed up in 
practice since the old Publix man- 
agers school run by Barry. Closest 
approach to it Has been the The- 
atre Owners of America-sponsored 
training film made by Filmack. Re- 


(Continued on page 16) 


‘Request’ With Threat 
To Invoke 1905 Law, 
Hits ‘The French Line’ 


Indianapolis, June 1. 

Six theatres and drive-ins sched- 
uled to open “French Line” simul- 
taneously Wednesday were threat- 
ened with court action by Marion 
County Prosecutor Frank H. Fair- 
child. Needled by Parent-Teacher 
complains after film was screened 
for representatives, Fairchild “re- 
quested” theatres not to show it, 
threatening arrest under 1905 state 
law prohibiting distribution of ob- 
scene literature or devices, includ- 
ing pictures, if they do. 

Manny Marcus, who operates the 
Ambassador, only downtown the- 
ater involved, said he intends to go 
ahead with showing on advise of 
RKO attorneys. Two neighborhood 
theatres and one dirve-in that had 
it booked were undecided. 

But two of the three drive-ins 
among the original six day-and- 

(Continued on page 22) 








Argentine May Modify ‘Protection 
Of Own Film Product; Classic 


Scripts Fail 





v 


- Donnelly Pro-Walsh 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
William Donnelly, recently ap-| 
pointed a vice president in the} 
IATSE and business manager for} 
the AFL stage hands’ union here | 
and their motion picture projec-| 
tionists’ international representa- | 
tive from the Minneapolis area, | 
declares he'll oppose Roy Brewer's 
presidential candidacy. He'll sup- 
port incumbent Richard Walsh of 
New York. 
Supporters of Brewer say Don- 
nelly is visiting various locals to 
hold them in line for Walsh. 


Telemeter Given 
Lotsa Mention 
At Par Meet 


While acknowledging that the 
industry could use more bigger 
pictures, Paramount prexy Barney | 
Balaban told the company’s stock- | 
holders in the annual meeting in, 
New York yesterday (Tues.) that | 
“Paramount does not plan a speci- | 








fied number of pictures nor does | 
|of some Argentine pictures in 


it have a pre-determined overall 
budget during a given fiscal year.” 

Balaban explained that “in our 
business we can no longer plan for 
a volume of pictures to be deliv- 
ered at some time in the future. 
The pubic has become most selec- 
tive in its motion picture prefer- 
ences.” He stressed that each pic- 
ture must stand on its own merits 
and the company’s production pol- 
icy “for the forseeable future will 
be to produce every picture that 
we believe can pay for itself and, 
hopefully, return a profit in this 
new market—without limiting their 
number, cost or overall budget.” 
Balaban said Par “would be most 
happy to add to the number of pic- 
tures being produced by our studio 
and will do so whenever the par- 
ticular circumstances, justify it.” 
The simple economic fact, he said, 
is that the more quality pictures 
the company makes, the greater 
will be its dollar volume. 

Unlike many recent film com- 
pany stockholder meetings, the Par | 
session was marked by an absence | 
of sharp stockholder queries and) 
was concluded without bitter ex- 
changes and frayed tempers. The | 
meeting, while well attended, was 
not SRO. Bones of centention, 
raised and passed over quickly, in- 
cluded: the fact that veepee Paul 


(Continued on page 18) 








FREEWHEELING PRE-RELEASES PROVISO 
BY ‘ARBITRATION’ CONFERENCE RECOILS 


Agreement between distributors 
and exhibitors participating in the 
industry arbitration conference on 
no restriction as to the number of 
pre-releases issued each year 
drew a charge of “sell out” from 
a leader of Allied States Assn. 
Speaking as an individual and not 
officially as a spokesman for Al- 
lied, which refused to participate 
in the confab, the exhib official 
said that Allied members would 
have nothing to do with such a 
provision and, if necessary, would 
go to the Government to oppose 
unlimited issuance of pre-release 
pix. 

The one concession made at the 
arbitration confab last week 


toward controlling abuses on pre- 
release pictures was the stipula- 
tion that a distrib releasing the 
“special” pix “makes himself sub- 





ject to the provisions of arbitra- 
tion.” This restriction was not 
completely spelled out at the 
meeting and it will be up to the 
drafting committee to set down the 
specific intent of both distribs and 
exhibs. However, from the re- 
marks made by Al Lichtman, 20th- 
Fox sales chief, it appeared cleared 
that the only restriction that ex- 
hibs would go for on pre-releases 
was the arbitration of “‘unreason- 
able” clearance on these pix. 

It was evident that the distribs 
would not allow exhibs to decide 
just which picture can be desig- 
nated a pre-release. The fact that 
distribs would allow the arbitra- 
tion of clearance on the pre-re- 
leases was laughed off by the Al- 
lied leader. “By that time you're 
out of business,” he declared. On 
the basis of trade paper reports 





and conversations with friendly 
exhibs who participated in the 
sessions, Allied will study what 
has taken place so far and then 
will issue a statment prepared by 
Abram F. Myers, its board chair- 
man. 

The conference, after wrangling 
for three days on the scope of the 
arbitration system, agreed to name 
a drafting committee which would 
present a plan in “not more than 
60 days.” The sub-committee’s job 
is to list all possible items of 
dispute “that we now know about” 
as well as those that might come 
up. Each exhib organization par- 
ticipating will canvass its members 
anent the issues involving con- 
flicts with the distribs. These will 
be weighed by the sub-committee, 
for inclusion or exclusion, and 

(Continued on page 20) 





to Attain Prestige 


Buenos Aires, June 1. 

Recent indications point to aban- 
donment of the ultra-protectionist 
policy in Argentina, or at least of 
a switch in the conduct of this 
policy which will be more favor- 
able to foreign pictures. Currently 
the Press & Information Ministry 
and the Motion Picture Council 
are parleying on the matter, the 
scheme most favored being one 
whereby instead of insuring better 
playing time for the native pic- 
tures, the Government would 
award cash prizes to producers 
turning out the best material from 
a national point of view. 

This switch stems from the pro- 
ducers’ failure to warrant the pro- 
tectionism by turning out worth- 
while productions. They continue 
inept in the choice of story mate- 
rial, and instead of seeking yarns 
which give some idea of local ad- 
vantages, they persist in adapting 
stories from Ibsen, Dumas, or other 
classical authors which have been 
produced so much bejter in Holly- 
wood or Europe. Hugo de! Carril’s 
“Las Aguas Bajan Turbias” is the 
nearest that has been done in re- 
cent ‘years to produce something 
individual and the picture has 
achieved distribution in France 
and Spain, also Canada. 

Argentina Sono Film, Mapol, 
General Belgrano and Hugo del 
Carril recently concluded a deal 
with the Distribuidora Filmica 
Centroamericana for distribution 


Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Domini- 
can Republic. Also following on the 
Mar del Plata festival, Spain’s 
Cesareo Gonzalez agreed to dis- 
tribute in Spain, advancing coin 
prior to distribution, to enable io- 
(Continued on page 16) 


MORE HARASSMENT OF ~ 
‘SALT’ IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 1. 
It was simply a case of a missing 
operator. Premiere night of “Salt 
of the Earth” last Friday (28) filled 
the Cinema Annex to near capacity, 
everyone turning out—but the pro- 





jectionist. In lieu of a pic, the 
audience received speeches’ by 
Herbert Biberman, director of 


“Salt” and chieftain of Indepen- 
dent Productions Corp., and by 
M. A. Terman, owner of the house. 
All paying patrons received re- 
funds. 

The boothman, Louis Cleppe, 
had shown previews of the pic all 
during the previous week and was 
quoted by Terman as saying he 
liked the film. However, on Friday 
he failed to appear and couldn't 
be reached at his home. Clarence 
Jalas, business manager of the 
operators unicn Local 110, IATSE, 
told the Cinema Annex he would 
send a substitute operator; and, by 
evening, when the sub failed to 
appear, all union toppers were in- 
accessible, reportedly “out of 
town.” 

House had purchased four-inch 
ads in all the daily papers for two 
days prior to the opening, and said 
it would sue for damages if union 

(Continued on page 18) 





SMALL TOWN CLOSINGS 





Falling Grosses Given As Cause In 
Illinois 
Chicago, June 1. 

Failing biz extinguished four 
more theatres in this region last 
month, one of them closing just for 
the summer. A fifth house, the 
Tampico in Tampico, I11., shuttered 
May 15 reportedly because of own- 
er A. Tonkinson’s illness. 

On May 17, Bailey Enterprises 
dimmed the Tazell Theatre in 
Washington, Ill. Abe Werbner 
closed the Princess in Lewistown, 
Ill., on May 31, and the Glassford 
in Glassford, Ill., went out on April 
25. Frank Stewart shuttered the 
Rivoli in Danville for’ the sammer. 
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L.A. Spotty; ‘High’ Whopping $28,000, 
Wait’ Strong 236, ‘Walk’ Hefty 226, 
‘Coins’ Crisp 176, Flame’ Oke 146 





los Angeles, June l. +#— 


Even with the help of a long 
holiday weekend and a lineup of 
new bills, first-run trade locally is 
spotty. Of newcomers, several are 
good. “High and Mighty” is stand- 
eut new entry with a smash $28,- 
000 show-casing at the Egyptian. 
Actual money is limited because of 
length of pic. 

“Three Coins in Fountain” looms 
goo. $17,000 at Fox Wilshire with 
upped scale. “Elephant Walk 
shapes hefty $22,000 in two regu- 
lar theatres plus fancy $48,000 for 
one nabe and four ozoners where 
extensive video bally is paying off. 

“Long Wait” is rated good $23,- 
000 in three situations. Okay $14,- 
000 iooms for “Flame and Flesh” 
in two spots while “Indiscretion 
American Wife” shapes thin $18,- 
000 in two houses. “Gorilla At 
Large” is dull $10,000, also two. 


Estimate for This Week 


Egyptian (UATC) (1,538; -$1- 
$1.50)—“High and Mighty” (WB). 
Mighty $28,000. Last week, with 
Loew's State, “Drums Across 
River” (U) and “Both Sides Law” 
(U), $18,400. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; $1- 
$1.50)—“Three Coins In Fountain” 
(20th). Good $17,000. .Last week, 
“Night People” (20th) (6th wk), 
$4,300. 

Fox Ritz (FWC) (1,363; $1-$1.50) 
—‘“Sunderin” (Indie). Neat $8,000. 
Last week, in unit. 


Hillstreet, Pantages, (RKO) (2,- 
752; 2,812: 60-$1—‘Indiscretion 
American Wife” (Col) and ‘“Massa- 
ere Canyon” (Col). Thin $18,000. 
Last week. “Playgirl” (U) and 
“Fireman Save Child” (U) $8,400. 


Hawaii, Palace (G&S-Metropoli- 
tan) (1,106; 1,212; 60-$1.10) — 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) and “Mr. 
Denning Drives North” (Indie) 
(Palace only). Okay $14,000. Last 
week, Hawaii, “Prisoner War” 
(M-G) and “Bachelor in Paris” 
(Lip) (2d wk), $2,200. 

Les Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (‘ABPT-F&M) (3,200; 1,430; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Gorilla at Large” (20th) 
(3-D) and “What Price Money” (In- 
die). Dull $10,000. Last week, “Sar- 
acen Blade” (Col) and “Jungle 
Man-Eaters” (Col), $13,600. 


Loew’s State, Fox Uptown 
(UATC-FWC) (2,404; 1,715; 70- 
$1.10) — “Monster From Ocean 
Floor” (Lip) and “Queen of Sheba” 
(Lip). Light $9,000. Last week, 
in other units. 

Los Angeles, Loyola, Fox (FWC) 
(2,097; 1,248; 965; 90-$1.25)— 
“Night People” (20th) and ‘“Fight- 
ing Pimpernel” (Indie). Nice $21,- 
000. Fox (‘formerly Guild) re- 
opened after being under lease for 
radio use. Last week, with Ritz, 
“Prince Valiant” (20th) and “Start- 
ed in Paradise” (Indie) (3d wk), 
$10,500. 

Orpheum, Vogue (Metropolitan- 
FWC) (2.213; 885; 70-$1.10)—“Ele- 
phant Walk” (Par) and “Under- 
cover Agent” (Lip) (Orpheum 
only). Hefty $22,000. Last week, 
with Uptown. “Witness to Murder” 
(UA) and “Heat Wave” (Lip) (2d 
wk), $10,000. 

Warner Downtown, Wiltern, Fox 
Hollywood ‘SW-FWC) (1.757; 2,344; 
756; 70-$1.10)—“‘Long Wait” (UA) 
and “Overland Pacific” (UA). Good 
$23,000. Last week, with Iris, ex- 
cluding Hollywood, “Johnny Gui- 
tar” ‘Rep) and “Sun _ Shines 
Bright” (Rep) (3d wk). $14,300. 

Chinese ‘(FWC) (1,905: $1-$1.80) 
—‘‘River No Return” (20th) (4th 
wk). Fine $10,000. Last week, 
$11,900. 


Warner Beverly (SW) (1.612; 90- 
$1.50!—“Knock on’ Wood” (Par) 
(8th wk). Strong $9,000. Last 
week, $8,100. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (631; 80-$1.50) 
—“Genevieve” (U) (8th wk). Okay 
$2.500. Last week, $2,700. 

Warner Hollywood (SW) (1,364; 
$1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(‘57th wk). Into 57th session (30) 
after good $28,600 last week. 


Ul Shoots 8 in June 


Hollywood, June 1. 

June will be a hot production 
month at Universal-International, 
with eight films in work—five 
starters and three holders from 
May. 

Starters are: “Abbott and Cos- 
tello Meet the Keystone Kops,” 
June 2; “Chief Crazy Horse,” 14; 
Captain Lightfoot,” 14; “Man With- 
— yg 21; “To Hell and 

acx,” 2): ers § “Ss 
ei ; Holdovers are “Smoke 
Bridges to Cross,” 





Broadway Grosses" 


Estimated Total Gross 





> 4. SRR $630,806 
(Based on 22 theatres) 
eS OO Brrr err $579,400 


(Based on 20 theatres) 


River Sockeroo 
$25,000, K.C. Ace 


Kansas City, June 1. 
Holiday week lineup is headed 
by “River of No Return.” Playing 
four Fox Midwest first-runs_ it 
looms sock, and wili hold. “Miami 
Story” at the Missouir is fated fair- 
ish. “Witness to Murder” at the 
Midland, also new, looms dull. “To- 
morrow It Too Late” is okay at 
arty Vogue. “Elephant Walk” is 
oke on holdover at the Roxy while 
“Moon Is Blue” likely. will close 
out its run at the Esquire at end 
of current 12th week. Welcome 
rains came late last week to add 
territory’s crop outlook, but had 

no immediate reflection at b.o, 


Estimates for This Week 





oe 





$1)—-‘Moon Is Blue” (UA) (12th 
wk). Good $2,600, and makes 
record run at this house. Last week, 
same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 85-$1)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (7th wk). Fine 
$1,500. Last week, ditto. 

Midland ‘(Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Witness To Murder” (UA) and 
“Saadia” (M-G). Slow $6,000 or 
close. Last week, “Flame and the 
Flesh” (M-G) and “Charge of 
Lancers” (Col), $9,000 in 8 days. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-80)— 

“Miami Story” (Col) and “‘Space- 
ways” (Lip). Fairish $5,500. Last 
week, “Arrow in Dust” (AA) and 
“World Ransom” (AA), $6,000. 
' Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 60- 
80)—“‘Dial M For Murder” (WB). 
Opened Sunday (30). Last week, 
“Elephant Walk” (Par), sturdy $12,- 
000 in 10 days. 


Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 75- 


‘DIAL M’ TRIM $8,000 
IN INDPLS.; ‘RIVER’ 106 


‘Indianapolis, June 1. 
Holiday weekend gave biz a boost 
at first-runs here, but it’s still way 
below normal because of contin- 
uing transit strike and tremendous 
Speedway draw Memorial Day. 
“River of No Return” looks good 
figure at Indiana. Standout, how- 
ever, is “Dial M For Murder” at 
Circle. “Student Prince’ at 
Loew’s is doing well under present 
conditions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (1,800; 50- 
80)\—"‘Dial M For Murder” (WB) 
and “Hottest 500” (Indie). Neat 
$8,000. Last week, “Bigamist” (FR) 
and “Monte Carlo Baby” (Indie), 
$6,500. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-80)— 
“River of No Return” (20th). Good 
$11,000. Last week, “Yankee 
Pasha” (U) and “Paris Model” 
(Col), $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 50-80)— 
“Student Prince’ (M-G). Modest 
$7,500. Last week, “Should Hap- 
pen To You” (Col) and “Battle 
Rogue River” (Col), $7,000. 

Lyric (C-D) (1,600; 35-70)— 
“Flying Tigers” (Rep) and “Flying 
Seabees” (Rep) (reissues). Fair 
$4,000. Last week, “Bad For Each 
Other” (Col) and “Drive Crooked 
Road” (Col), $3,500. 


‘High Mighty 386, 
Frisco, Wind Big 


San Francisco, June 1. 

Holiday influx of tourists plus a 
fine lineup of pix (helped by strong 
bally) is spelling solid trade here 
this session. “High and Mighty” is 
standout with a mighty $38,000 at 
the Paramount. “Gone With Wind” 
is equally as strong considering it 
is an oldie, with a terrific week in 
prospect at Warfield. “Three Coins 
in Fountain” looms good at the 
Fox. Elsewhere, outside the arty 
houses, returns range from nice to 
mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65-90) 
—‘Black Horse Canyon” (U) and 
“Fireman, Save My Child” (U). 
Mild $9,000. Last week, “Rails Into 
Laramie” (U) and “Ma, Pa Kettle 
At Home” (U), $10,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; $1-$1.25)— 
“Three Coins In Fountain” (20th). 
Good $24,000 or over. Last week, 





Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gran-?“River Of No Return” (20th) (2d 


ada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 65-85)—“River of No 
Return” (20th) with “Miss Robin 
Crusoe” (20th) added at Tower and 
Granada. Great $25,000, and will 
stay. Last week, “New Faces” 
(20th) and “Loophole” (AA), $10,- 
000 in 6 days. 

Vogue (Golden (550;: 75-$1)— 
“Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie). First 
foreign language pic in many 
months, okay $2,200. Last week, 
“Holly and the Ivy” (Indie) (2d wk), 


,400. 


Warm Weather Sloughs | 
Toronto; ‘Carnival’ Hot 
$11,000, ‘Suite’ 146, 3d 


Toronto, June 1. 

On warm weather outdoor com- 
petish, biz is off here currently, 
with most new product not up to 
managerial hopes. However, “Car- 
nival Story” is neat at Shea's while 
“Flame and the Flesh” is good at 
Uptown. “River of No Return” in 
second frame is fine at Imperial as 
is “Exectuive Suite’ in third at 
Loew’s. 

Estimates for Thic Week 

Dewntewn, Glendale, Scarbore, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955; 694; 698; 
40-70)—"“Gun Fury” (Col) and 
“Geraldine”. (Rep). Light $11,000. 
Last week, “Drive Crooked Road” 
(Col) and “Diamond Queen (WB), 





2,000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080; 
1,556; 50-80)—“Saadia”’ ‘(M-G). Oke 
$9,000. Last week, ‘12-Mile Reef” 
(20th), same. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,354: 60-80)— 
“Kidnappers” (Rank) (‘7th wek). 
Still big at $7,000. Last week, 
$7,500 


Imperial (FP) (3,373; 60-$1)— 
“River of No Return” (20th) (2d 
wk). Fine $14,000. Last week, 
$21,000. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,090; 65-80)— 
“Executive Suite’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Hefty $14,000. Last week, $17,500. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 50-85)— 
“Carnival Story” (RKO). Neat $11,- 
000. Last week, “Hans Christian 
Andersen” (RKO), $7,000. 





“Destry” and “Five | 


| 


5 
Uptown ‘Loew) (2,745: 65-80) 


—‘Flame and Flesh” (M-G), Good 
$11,000 or near. Last week, “Yan- 
kee Pasha” (U), $10,000, 


wk), $14,500. 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 65-85) 
—“Gone With Wind” (M-G) (re- 
issue). Looks terrific after opening 
Saturday (29). Last week, “Flame 
a Flesh” (M-G), $13,500 in 8 

ays. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 85-$1.25) 
—“High And Mighty” (WB). Mi hty 
$38,000. Last week, “Lucky Me” 
(WB) and “Saadia” (M-G) (2d wk), 
$9,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 70-95)— 
“Indiscretion American Wife” (Col) 
and “Saracen Blade” (Col) (2d wk). 
Nice $10,000, Last week, $14,000. 

Orpheum (Cinerama Theatre, 
Calif.) (1,458; $1.75-$2.65)— “Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (22d wk). Sock $22.- 
000 but not including holiday, Last 
week, $23,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
70-$1)—“‘Witness To Murder” (UA) 
and “Heat Wave” (Lipp). Fair $7,- 
500. Last week, “French Line” 
(RKO) (4th wk) and “Scarlet 
Spear” (UA) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (400; 85-$1.35) 
—“Gilbert & Sullivan” (UA) (5th 
wk). Big $4,200. Last week, $3,600. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; $1)—‘Pit 
Of Loneliness” (Indie). Fine $2,500. 
Last week, “Beauties Of Night” 
(UA) (3d wk), $3,500. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; $1)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (10th wk). Big $3,- 
200. Last week, $3,500. 

Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (377; $1) 
—"Little Fugitive’ (Indie) (6th 
wk). Fast $3,000. Last week, $3,200, 


‘Student Prince’ Tall 
* $13,500, Pitt; ‘Coins’ 7G 


Pittsburgh, June 1. 
Although Golden Triangle’s load- 
ed with top product for the holi- 
day, business looks only so-so 
largely because of trolley-bus strike 
continuing and leaving the down- 
town practically deseried. “Student 
Prince” at the Penn should be easy 
standout while “Three Coins in 
Fountain” at Fulton is good. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 65-$1)— 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th). 
Good $7,000 or maybe better. Last 
peck. “Johnny Guitar” (Rep), $4,- 








Harris (Harris) (2,100; 65-95)— 
| “Indiscretion American Wife” 
(Col). Slow $6,000, and sad for 
| (Continued on page 22) 





Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $2,378,400 
(Based on 21 cities, and 201 

theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 

cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Lest Year’ .......:. $2,596,100 
(Based on 24 cities and 207 

theatres.) 


Dial M’ Robust 
106 Leads Mpls. 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Although there has been a re- 
turn of cold and rainy weather 
which is not conducive to a trek to 


the state’s many lake resorts or 
other outdoor recreations, the long 
weekend Decoration Day holiday 
nevertheless found many people 
diverted from film houses, and con- 
sequent sagging grosses. Top trio 
of newcomers comprised “Dial M 
for Murder,” “Act .of Love” and 
“Carnival Story.” “Dial” is stand- 
Outgwith okay take at State. An- 
other fresh entry, “Playgirl,” also 
contributes to lineup’s torrid sex 
tinge. Seventh week of “Cinerama” 
finds it still good at Century. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (SW) (1.140; $1.20- 
$2.65)—"“Cinerama” (Indie) (7th 
wk). Still plenty robust at $17,000. 
Last week, $19,000. 

Gepher (Berger) (1,000; 65-85)— 
“Playgirl” (U). Title undoubtedly 
holds boxoffice ammunition and 
Shelley Winters has her fans, but 
mixed opinions are hurtful. 





Mild $3.000. Last week, “Prisoner 
of War” (M-G), $3,200. 
Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-75)— 


“High Noon” (UA) and ‘African 
Queen” (UA) (reissues). Maybe 
brought back too soon. Modest $3,- 
000. Last week, “Sun Valley Sere- 
nade” (20th) and “Orchestra 
Wives” (20th) (reissues), $2,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 85-$1)— 
“River of No Return” (20th) (2d 
wk). Sliding to good $9,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 65- 
85)—“‘Carnival Story” (RKO). Sex 
rubbed on thick and bringing in 
some patrons. However, only fair 


$7,500 looms. Last week, “Best 
Years Lives” (RKO) (reissue), 
$5,000. 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-75) 
—‘“Drive a Crooked Road” (Col) 
and “Slaves of Babylon” (Col). Slow 
$4,000. Last week, “Clash By 
Night” (RKO) and “Double Dyna- 
mite” (RKO) (reissues), $3,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 65-85)— 
“Dial M for Murder’ (WB). Tops 
week’s list in crix praise and favor- 
able word-of-mouth. Good $10,000 
or near. Last week, “Riding Shot- 
gun” (WB), $3,500. 

Werld (Mann) (400; 65-$1.20)— 
“Act of Love” (UA). Announced as 
for ‘‘one week only,” and title help- 
ing. Mild $2,800. Last week, 
“Rhapsody” (M-G) (2d' wk), $3,600. 


‘Carnival’ Brisk $14,000, 
L’ville; ‘Dial M’ Stout 76 


Long Memorial Day weekend 
saw patrons leaving town in droves 
for picnics and general holidaying. 
However, “Carnival Story” at the 
Rialto shapes sock. “Dial M For 
Murder” looks strong at -Mary 
Anderson. “War Arrow” shapes 
potent at the Kentucky. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 50-75) 
— “War Arrow” (U) and “Drive 
Crooked Mile” (Col). Looks potent 
$6,000. Last week, “Naked Jungle” 
(Par), $7,000. 





50-75) — “Dial M For Murder” 
(WB). Strong $7,000. Last week, 
“Girl For Joe” (WB) and “Guy 
With Grin” (WB) (reissues), $5,000. 

Rialte ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
75-99) — “Carnival Story” (RKO), 
Sock $14,000. Last week, “Creature 
Black Lagoon” (U) and “Rails Into 
Laramie” (U), same. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 50-75) — 
“Student Prince’ (M-G). Opened 
strongly Saturday (29). Last week, 
“Should Happen To You” (Col) and 
“Battle Rogue River” (Col),: fair 
$8,500. 





Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; | $ 





‘Wait’ Boff $24,000, Best Bet in Det; 
‘Arrow Slow 126, ‘Coins’ Dull 296, 2d 


Detroit, June 1. 

Downtown Detroit exhibs are 
sitting tight with weak holdovers 
over the Memorial Day weekend, 
with the exception of two houses. 
Result is that grosses are expected 
to be somewhat less than good for 
a holiday week. Best of newcomers 
is “Long Wait” which looks socko 
at the Palms. “Arrow in Dust’ at 
Broadway-Capitol isn’t raising any 
dust at wickets. Of\the holdovers, 
none of which looms very good, 
“Moon Is Blue” at the Madison and 
“Pinocchio” at the Michigan look 
strongest. “Cinerama” rolls wealth- 
ily along in its 63d week at the 

usic Hall. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; $1-$1,- 
25)—“Three Coins in Fountain” 
(20th) (2d wk). Slow $29,000. Last 
week, $26,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
80-$1)—“‘Pinocchio” (RKO) (reis- 
sue) (2d wk). Okay $17,000. Last 
week, $16,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 80-$1)— 
“Long Wait’ (UA) and ‘Massacre 
Canyon” (Col). Socko $24,000. Last 
week, “Miami Story” (Col) and 
“Drive Crooked Road” (Col), 
$18,000, 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 80-$1)— 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA) (3d wk). Big 
$9,000. Last week, $8,500. 

Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500; 
80-$1)—“‘Arrow in Dust” (AA) and 
“Blackout” (Lip). Modest $12,000. 
Last week, “Playgirl” (U) and 
“Drums Across River’ (U), $9,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938; 80- 
$1)—“‘Flame and Flesh” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Good $11,000. Last week, 
$11,300. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 95-$1.25) 
—‘“Executive Suite’ ‘(M-G) (5th 
wk). Sturdy $7,000. Last week, 
$5,500. ‘ 

Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,194; $1.40-$2.65)—“Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (63d wk). Great $23,- 
000. Last week, $21,000. 


Holiday No Help to D.C.; 
‘Siege’-Raye NSH 266, 
‘Dial M’ Sock $14,000 


Washington, June 1. 
Long holiday weekend, with its 





extra day of upped admissions, is 


doing little to hypo mainstem b.o. 
here. General exodus to the out- 
doors is taking its toll at the turn- 
stiles. There are four new entries, 
with “Dial M For Murder” standout 
out at the Met, and holds. “Siege at 
Red River” which was expected to 
be hypoéd to the heights by the 
Martha Raye show on stage is the 
big disappointment at Capitol. 

hapes only mild at a $1.50 top, 
and with a two-a-day policy. “Cas- 


anova’s Big Night” at. Loew’s Pal- | 


ace is another so-so entry. Hold- 
overs are generally okay, with 
“Captain’s Paradise,” in holdover 
stanza at Lopert’'s Dupont, out in 
front in its field. ; 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew’s) (3,434; 80-$1.50) 
—‘‘Siege at Red River’ (20th) plus 
vaude headed by Martha Raye. Dis- 
appointing $26,000 in 9 days. Last 
week, “River of No Return” (20th), 
$10,000 for 6 days. 

Columbia ‘Loew’s) (1,174; 60-80) 
—‘Elephant Walk” (M-G) (5th-final 


wk). Okay $5,000 after $6,000 last 
week. ' 


* Dupont (Lopert) (372: 65-$1)— 
“Captein’s Paradise” (Indie) ‘(2d 
wk). Sock $8,500 after $9,000 last 
week. Holds. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 60-80)— 
“Playgirl” (U). Light $6,000. Last 
yee, “Dangerous Mission” (RKO), 


Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 60-80) 
—"“Dial M for Murder’ (WB). 
Socko $14,000. Last week, “Johnny 
Guitar” (Rep), $10,000. 


Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 60-80)— 
“Casanova’s Big Night” (Par). Mild 
11,500 for a Bob Hope starrer, 
and below average for house. Last 
week, “Executive Suite’ (M-G) (4th 
wk), $8,000 in 5 days. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
—“Knock on Wood” (Par) (7th wk). 
Sturdy $5,500 after $6,000 last 
week. Stays. 

Warner (SW) (1,300; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘“Cinerama” (Indie) (29th wk). 
Good $14,000 after dipping te $13,- 
000 last week. Continues. 

Trans-Lux (‘(T-L) (600; 70-$1.25) 
—‘French Line” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Sagged to big $8,000 after $10,000 
last week. Holds.-on.. 


a~Ja ~~ 1 we 1 


- er met i 


Le ew 9 


a- 


Aa tea » ~f 4am 6 ——_y~ 


ante tet a ft ante a 2s a 


aii 





Wednesday, June 2, 1954 


~ 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


1} 





Chi Better; Dial M’-Contino Fancy 
A8G, ‘Coins’ Bright 366, Flame’ 256, 


‘Murder’ 166, 


Chicago, June 1. 

Despite continued warm weather, 
which stifled last week’s b.o., down- 
town theatreS are having a lively 
session currently with six new bills 
providing the. strongest lure the 
Main Stem_has had in some time. 
Memorial ag 4 naturally is help- 
ing too, with big matinees at most 
spots. Weekend rain hurt some 
houses. 

“Dial M For Murder” is opening 
to a sturdy $48,000 at Chicago, with 
Dick Contino topping stageshow. 
Lush $36,000 is being registered by 

-“Three Coins In _ Fountain” at 
Oriental. A hot $25,000 is in view 
for “Flame and Flesh” at McVick- 
ers. United Artists is posting a 
goodly $16,000 for ‘“‘Witness to 
Murder” and “Golden Mask.” Mon- 
roe is nice $8,000 with “Assassin.” 
‘Make Haste to Live” and “Champ 
for a Day” looks okay $7,500 at 
Grand. 

In their second weeks, “Long 
Wait” continues sock: at Woods 
while Roosevelt holds trim with 
“Rails Into Laramie” and “Drums 
Across River.” 

“River of No Return” still is 
good in fourth round at State- 
Lake. Eighth stanza of “Pinocchio” 
is still brisk at the Loop. “Cine- 
rama” rolls on to another terrific 
week at Palace, its 44th session. 
Ziegfeld dropped. out of deluxe 
ranks this week to play first subse- 
quent-run of “Executive Suite.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Dial M Fer Murder” (WB) 
(2-D}, with Dick Contino heading 
stage show. Nice $48,000. Last 
week, “Elephant Walk” (Par) with 
Four Lads topping stageshow (2d 
wk), $36,000. 

Grand (Nomikos) (1,200; 50-98)— 
“Make Haste to Live” (Rep) and 
“Champ For A Day” (Rep). Okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Royal African 
Rifles” (AA) and “Tarzan and She- 
Devils” (RKO) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Loop (Telem’t) (600; 90-$1.25)— 
“Pinocchio” (RKO) (reissye) (8th 
wk). Fine $7,060. Last week, $7,800. 

MeVickers (JL&S) (2.208% 
$1.25\—“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) 
and “Paris Model” (Col), Hotsy 
$25,000 or near: Last week, 
“Dangerous Mission” (RKO) and 
a River” (UA) (2d wk), $8,- 

Monroe (Indie) (1,000; 98-$1.25) 
—‘‘Assassin” (UA). Solid $8,000. 
Last week, “Best Years Lives” 
(RKO) (reissue) (4th wk), $4,700. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98-$1.25) 
—‘Three Coins In Fountain” 
(20th). Mighty $36,000 or near. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col) (reissue) 
(2d wk), $12,000. . 

Palace (Eitel) (1,484; $1.25-$3.40) 
—‘‘Cinerama” (Indie) (44th wk). 
Brite $28,000.. Last week, $29,- 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 50-88)— 
“Rails Into Laramie” (U) and 
“Drums Across River” (U) (2d wk). 
Trim $13.500. Last week, $17,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- 
$1.25.— “River of No Return” 
(20th) (4th wk). Fine $20,000. Last 
week, $22,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685; 95)— 
“Holly and Ivy” (Indie) (4th wk). 
Neat $2,700. Last week, $3,300. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)\—“‘Witness to. Murder’ (UA) 
and “Golden Mask” (UA), Nice 
$16,000. Last week. “Wicked 
Woman” (UA) and “Hell’s Half 
Acre” (Rep) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,198; 98- 
$1.25) —“Long Wait” (UA) (2d wk). 
bade $28,000, after $38,000 last 
week, 

World (Indie) (697; 98)—‘‘Heidi’”’ 
(UA) (7th wk), Tidy $2,500. Last 
week, $3,000, 


‘DIAL M’ GOOD $13,000, 
ST. L00; ‘COINS’ DITTO 


St. Louis, June 1. 
_Heavy exodus of natives from 
city over long weekend has. slowed 
up turnstile activity at big delux- 
ers, with most spots mild .current- 
ly. “Dial M For Murder” is rated 
best draw of new films at the Fox 
with “Three Coins in Fountain” 
equally nice at the smaller St. 
Louis. “Living Desert” shapes big 
in two small houses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Indie) (1,400; $1.20- 
$2.40)—"Cinerama” (Indie) (16th 
Wk). Hefty $18,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 51-69)—“Dial 
M for Murder” (WB) (3-D) and 
Loophole (AA). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Guitar” (Rep) 

(Continued on -page 22) « 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, aré net; i. e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. ; 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
—* the U. S. amusexaent 
ax. 


Dial M’ Smooth 
$9,000 in Indpls. 


Cincinnati, June 1. 
_ Holiday hypo this week is hold- 
ing frontline biz to fair-to-middlin’ 
level. Exhibs noted more strangers 
than’ regulars. 
looks to get most coin currently, 
but is only good at the Albee. 
Palace is really standout with “Dial 
M for Murder” for a fine total. An- 
other new bill, ‘Flame and Flesh,” 
is heading for an.okay Grand ses- 
sion, Keith’s is holding ‘‘Mocn Is 
Blue” for fifth pleasing stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-84)— 
“Elephant Walk” (Par). Good $10,- 
500. Last week, “Jolson Story” 
(Col) (reissue), $8,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-84)— 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) and 
“Gypsy Colt” (Indie). Oke $6,500. 
Last week, “Girl for Joe” (WB) and 
“Guy With a Grin” (WB) (reissues), 
$5,000 for retitled oldies. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 75-$1.25)— 
“Moon Is Blue” (UA) (5th wk). 
Pleasing $4,500 after $5,000 fourth 


frame. 
(RKO) (2,600; 50-84)— 








Palace 
‘Dial M for Murder” (WB). Nice 
$9,000 or near. Last week, ‘‘Indis- 
cretion of American Wife” (Col), 
$9,000. 


‘Cuitar’ Loud 27G, Hub; 
‘3 Coins’ Solid $22,000, 
‘Incas’ Mildish at 206 


Boston, June 1. 

Long holiday weekend plus sum- 
mer weather is not helping biz at 
‘downtown ffirstruns this frame. 
“Three Coins in Fountain” at the 
Memorial shapes best of newcom- 
ers with solid session. “Johnny 
Guitar” was solid in 9 days at two 
spots. Elsewhére it» was mainly 
holdover, with biz sagging at many 
locations. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,500; 74-$1.10)— 
“Knock on Wood” (Par) (7th wk). 
Still strong at $7,000 following 
$8,200 in sixth; 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (800; 
50-$1)—‘‘La Ronde” (Hakim). Fifth 
week starts today (Tues.). Did big 
$6,000 in fourth frame. 

Boston (Cinerama Productions) 
(1,354; $1.20-$2.65) — “Cinerama”’ 
(Indie) (22d wk). Aided by special 
groups and club parties holding 
fairly strong at $16,000. Hit $17,000 
in 21st week. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Genevieve” (U) (7th wk). Fine 
$5,000. Sixthe week was $5,800. 





Fenway (NET) (1,373; 50-90)— 
“Dial M For Murder” (WB). and 
“Racing Blood” (20th). Opened 


Saturday (29). Last week, “Johnny 
Guitar” (Rep) and “Sins Jezebel” 
(Lip), wound nine-day stint with 
neat $7,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 50-90)— 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th). 
Solid $22,000. Last week, “Carni- 
val Story” (RKO) and “Saints Girl 
Friday” (RKO), $15,000 in second 


week. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 50-90) 
—‘“Secret of -Incas’” (Par) and 
“Loophole” (AA). Mild. $20,009. 
Last week, “River No Return” 
(20th) (2d wk), $10,500. 

Orpheum (Loew’s) (3,000; 50-85) 
—“‘Executive Suite” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Oke $9,000 after $15,000 in second. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 50-90) 
—‘‘Dial M for Murder” (WB) and 
“Racing Blood” (20th). Opened 
Saturday (29). Last week, “Johnny 
Guitar” (Rep) and “Sins Jezebel’ 
(Lip), slick $19,500 in nine days. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-85)— 
“Executive Suite’ (M-G) (3d wk). 





Fair $7,500 shapes. Last week, 
$10,500. 


“Elephant Walk”. 


‘ ’ 
INCAS’ LIVELY $9,000, 
a6 ? 1¢ 
SEATTLE: ‘FLAME’ 7 
Seattle, June 1. 
Long weekend is helping the 
Sagging film theatre boxoffice here 
this round although ideal outdoor 
weather is harmful to the trade. 
“Secret of Incas’’ looks good at 
Coliseum while “Flame and Flesh” 
is only fair at Music Hall. “Ele- 
phant Walk” is rated fast at Fifth 
Avenue in second round, “Gene- 
vieve” looms fine at Music Box on 
first holdover round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 75- 
$1) — “Johnny Guitar” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Fine $3,500 after same open- 
ings week. 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 


-190) — “Secret of Incas” (Par) and 


“Bitter Creek” (UA). Good $9,000 
or close. Last week, “Southwest 
Passage” (UA) and “Golden Idol” 
(AA), $6,300. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,500; 
65-90)—“‘Elephant Walk” (Par) and 
“Paris Playboys” (AA) (2d wk). 
Fast $7,000 after $9,200 last week. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 53-90) 
— “Fireman Save My Child” (U) 
and “Drums Across River” (U). 
Okay $5,000. Last-week, “Prisoner 
of War” (M-G) and “Heat Wave” 
(Lip), (2d wk), $2,100 in 3 days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; $1- 
$1.25) — “Genevieve” (U) (2d wk). 
Nice $3,500. Last week, $3,300. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 90- 
$1.25)—“‘Flame and Flesh’ (M-G). 
Fair $7,500. Last week, ‘Johnny 
Guitar” (Rep), $6,200. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
$1-$1.25) — “River No Return” 
(20th) (4th wk). Modest $5,500 after 
$6,300 last week. 


¢ ® 9 
Guitar 
u , 
Philly; ‘Wait’ 266 
* 
y; Walt 
Philadelphia, June 1. 
Perfect holiday weather is hurt- 
ing biz currently although the big- 
ger pix ran strong. Biggest coin 
of newcomers is going to “Long 
Wait,” which is tall at the huge 
Mastbaum, but best showing is be- 
ing made by “Johnny Guitar.” 
smash at the much smaller Gold- 
man Theatre, ‘Executive Suite,” 
“Three Coins in Fountain” and 


“Dial M for Murder” all are doing 
fine in“second stanzas at present. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625: 89-$1.30)— 
“Executive* Suite’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Geert $16,000. Last week, $20,- 





Boyd (SW) (1,450: $1.25-$2.60)— 
“Cinerama” (Indie) (34th wk). 
Okay $12,000. Last week, $13,000. 


Fox (20th) (2,250: 72-$1.40)— 
“Three Coins in Fountain’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Bright $22,000. Last 
week, $29,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1.200: 50- 
99)—“‘Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Socko 
$20,000 Last week, “Playgirl” 
(U), $11,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1.000: 74- 
$1.30\—“‘Knock on Wood” (Par) 
(6th wk). Oke $8,500. Last week, 
$10,500. 

Randolnh (Goldman) (2.500: 74- 
$1.30)—“Dial M for Murder” (WB) 
(2d wk). Big $17,000. Last week, 
$28,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,360: 99-$1.30) 
—‘‘Long Wait” (UA). Tall $26,000. 
Last week, “Beachhead” (UA), 
$13,000. 

Stanley (SW) (2.900: 74-$1.50)— 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G). Dull 
$13,000. Last week, “Casanova’s 
Big Night” (Par), $15.000. : 

Stanton (SW) (1.473; 50-99)— 
“Highway Dragnet” (AA) and 
“Prisoner of War” (M-G). 
$10,500. Last week, “Battle Rouge 
River” (Col) and “Massacre Can- 
yon” (Col), $9,000. 

Trans-Lux ‘T-LO) (500: 80-$1.50) 
—‘Rhapsody” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Good $4,000 or near. Last week, 
$5,200. 

Trans-Lux World (T-L) (604: 99- 


$1.50)\—“‘La Ronde” (Hakim) (3d 
wk). Off to $6,500, big. Last 
week, $8,000. 





‘Sheba’ Surfeit 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Edward Small has changed the 
title of itis ‘““King Solomon’s Wives” 
to “Solomon and Sheba,” making 
| two Shebas heading for the screen. 
The other one is ‘Queen of Sheba,” 
; with 20th-Fox owning the copy- 
right to the title. It was first made 
by Fox Films in 1921, with Betty 
Blythe starring. 

Small has been readying his 
property for months and expects to 
film it as an “A” production this 
year when he completes “Tim- 
buktu.” Sam Engel will produce 











) 20th-Fox’s “Queen” early in 1955. 


is boosting film biz at Broadway 
first-runs. While thousands of New 
Yorkers left the city for the holi- 
day, incoming tourists took up the 
slack. Soaring trade was racked up 
by many theatres although having 
to contend with ideal outdoors 
weather. Heavy rain last Saturday 
(29) night came too late to hurt 
biz much. Holiday scales Monday, 
of course, helped. Broadway houses 
did not open until 1 p.m. yesterday 
(Tues.) because of 5° tax protest 
meeting. 

“Gone With Wind,” refurbished 
for widescreen and stereo sound. 
is furnishing the big news, being 
standout at the State. First week 
looks like terrific $76,000. “Johnny 
Guitar,” \ 
shapes great $30,000 in first May- 
fair week. 

“Dial M for Murder” is heading 
for a smash $64,000 opening week 
at the Paramount. “Secret of In- 
cas,” also a new entry, looks like 
good $13,000 in first stanza at the 
Victoria. 

Top coin-getter continues to be 


session at the Music Hall with a 
great $160,000. Now set for a fifth, 
with a sixth virtually assured. 

For the anni bill at the Palace, 


_| with vaude headed by Lillian Roth 


and Smith & Dale, “Monte Car'o 
Baby” is climbing to a socko $30,- 
000. Another newcomer,, “Barefoot 
Battalion” looks only mild $11,000 
in first week at the Globe. “Three 
Coins in Fountain” is holding in 
smash style with $85,000 or near 
probable in the second round at 
the Roxy. 

“French Line” looks to continue 
big with $24,000 in third session 
at the Criterion. “Knock on Wood” 
still is solid, with $26,000 in sev- 
enth week ended last night (Tues. 
_at the Capitol. “Elephant Walk” 


Astor. 
“Le Plaisir’ held with great 
$16,000 in first holdover frame at 


prospect. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 75-$1.65) 


Sixth round ended last 
(Tues.) pushed up to fine $14,500. 


Little Carnegie (L. Carnegie) 
(550: $1.25-$1.80) — “La Ronde” 
(Hakim) (12th wk). 
with $9,500 in 11th week ended 


week. Continues. 

Baronet (Reade) (430: 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Spell of Ireland” (Indie) (4th 
wk). Third session ended Sundav 
(30) held with fine $9,500 efter 
$12.000 in second. Hods indef. 


— ‘Knock on Wood” 
wk). 
night (Tues.) climbed to big ©?6.- 
000 after $23.000 in sixth. Stays 
until “Caine Mutiny’ (Col) opens 
June 24. 


(Par) 


another big newcomer, | 


“Executive Suite” with stageshow | 
which likely will finish the fourth | 


climbed to a fine $14,500 in sixth , 
stanza ended also last night at the | 


the Normandie, with a longrun in} 


—“Elephant Walk” (Par) (7th wk). | 
nicht. 


Fifth week was $12,500. Stays on.) 


Continues bi? | 


Monday (31) after $10,000 in 10th | 


Canitol (Loew's) (4.820: 75-$2 -_ 
(8th , 
Seventh round ended l:st | 


Holiday Boosts B'way; ‘Wind’ Terrif 
$76,000, ‘Dial M’ Smash 646, ‘Guitar’ 
Hep 306, ‘Incas’ 


The long Memorial Day weekend: 





136, ‘Coins’ 856, 2d 
, LOS : 

Dale, Lillian Roth for ‘anni bil! 
here. Soaring to sock $30,000 o1 
close, best here in months. Last 


week, “Blackout” (Lip) and vaude 
$18,600. 


Paramount (ABC-Par) (3,664; 65- 
$1.65)—“‘Dial M For Murder” (WB). 
Soaring to great $64,000 in first 
week ending tomorrow (Thurs.). 
Big from opening belli, and held 
| very high over holiday weekend. 





| Holding, of course. In _ ahead, 
“Miami Story’ (Col) (2d wk), 
$30,000. 3 

Paris (Indie} (568; 90-$1.80)— 


, “Caroline Cherie” (Davis) (2d: wk) 
| First session ended Sunday (30) hit 
| just good $6,500. In ahead, “Mo- 
pre of Truth” (Indie) (3d wk), 
24,0 ° 
Radia City Music Hall (Rocke- 
ifellers) (6,200; 90-$2.60)—“Execu- 
'tive Suite” (M-G) with stageshow 
\(4th wk). Soaring to smash $160.- 
{000 or near in current round end- 
|ing today (Wed.). Holding a fifth, 
and now virtually certain of mak- 
ing it six here. The third week 
was $151,000, a bit over hopes. 
“Student Prince” (M-G) is due in 
next. 
| Roxy (Nat'l. Th.) (5,717; 65-$2.30) 
| —“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th) 
;(2d wk). Initial holdover stanza 
; ending today (Wed.) is heading for 
;smash $85,000 near first week 
which was $88,000. Stays on. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.65)— 
| “Gone With Wind” (M-G) (reissue). 
|Based on business done in first 
|three days and how picture was 
holding up until late in afternoon 
yesterday (Tues.), this looks to soar 
_to terrific $76,009 bigeest here in 
many months, This oldie is sur- 
| prising even most optimistic. Solid 
|advance campaign held partly re- 
| sponsible for response. Broke house 
| record on opening day, and also on 
Sunday. In aheac. “Flame and 
Flesh” (M-G) (4th wk-8 days), $9,- 


500. 
Sutton (R&B) (561; 99-$1.50)\— 
(U) (16th wk). The 


i 


, “Genevieve” 
' 15th round ended Monday (31) was 
big $8.200 after $8,000 for 14th 
week. Stays on. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
| $1-51.50)—‘‘Pickwick Papers” (In- 
die) (9th wk). Present round end- 
ing Friday (4) looks like fair $3.- 
500. Eight week was $3,600. 
| “Scotch on Rock” (Indie) is due in 
next. 

Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
$1-$1.50).—“Lili” (M-G) (65th wk). 
The 64th frame ended Monday (31) 
was solid $7,200 after $6,700 in 63d 
week. Holds again. 

Victoria (City. Inv.) (1,060: 75- 
$1.65)—“Secret of Incas” (Par). At 
current pace, this looks to reach a 
nice $18.000 in first session ending 
tomorrow ~-(Thurs.). Holds. In 
/ahead, “Prisoner of War” (M-G) 
(34 wk), $8,500. 

Warner (Cinerama Prod:) (1,600: 
$1.20-$3.30) — “Cinerama” (Indie) 
(52d wk). Present stanza ending to- 
}morrow (Thurs.) is heading for 
| smash $42,000 after $38,000 in 5lst 
; week. Continues cn. 





—‘French Line” (RKO) (3d wk).| 
Current round ending tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) looks to hit fancy $24.009 | 


Criterion (Moss) (1.700; 75-$1.85) | ‘Dial MW’ Sturdy $9,000, 


Okay | 


or close. Continues. 
week was $29 000. 
Fine Arts (Davis) (468: 90-$1.80) 
—‘‘Beauties of Night’ (UA) (11th 
wk). 


day (31) pushed up to good $5.600 
after $5.500 for ninth week. Stavs 
a few more rounds with “Mr. 
Hulot’s Holiday” (Indie) due in 
June 16. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 50-$1 50) 
—‘‘Barefoot Battalion” (Indie). 
Pirst week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) likely won't tov fair 
$11.000. In ahead, “Men of Fivht- 


ing Lady” (M-G) (3d wk), $8900. 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.80'— 
“Out of This World” (Indie) (7th 
wk). Present week ending today 
(Wed.) looks to hold at okay $6.500 
after $7,200 for sixth. Stays aenain. 

Holiday (Rose) (950: 70-$1.80)— 
“Mad Magician” (Co) (2d wk) 
Current session likely will reach 
okav $7,500 after $9,000 opening 
week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (3.736;  70- 
$1.80\—“‘Johnny Guitar’ (Ren) 
Whopping $30,000 in sight for 
initial week ending today (Wed.). 
Holding. natch! In ahead, “Play- 
girl” (U) (2d wk). $5,500 in 6 days. 

Normandie (Normandie The- 
atres) (592: 95-$1.80)\—“Le Plaisir” 
{‘Indie) (3d wk). First holdover 
stanza ended last night (Tues.) 
held up at great $16,000 after 
opening week’s record-breaking 


$17,000. Stays on indef. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 50-$1.50)— 
“Monte Carle Baby” (Indie) with 
vaude lineup topped by Smith & 





The second | 


Suite’ Barely OK 106 


The 10th stanza ended Mor-! 


Prov.; ‘Carnival’ Good 76, 


Providence, June 1. 

The Albee’s “Carnival Story” 
and Majestic’s “Dial M for Mur- 
der” are leading an otherwise mod- 
erate holiday week. State's “Execu- 
tive Suite” and Strand’s “Secret of 
the Incas” are passable. Metropol- 
itan is holding over “French Line.” 
Good weather and Sox-Yanks 
games in Boston are hurting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 45-70)— 
“Carnival Story” (RKO) and “Ma, 
Pa Kettle Alt Home” (U). Good $7.- 
000. Last week. “Yankee Pasha” 
‘U) and “Ride Clear Diablo” (U), 
good $8,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 50-70)— 
“Dial M for Murder” (WB) and 
“Racing Blood” (20th). Solid $9,000. 
Last week, “River No Return” 
(20th) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 70- 
|90)—“French Line” (RKO) «and 
“Joe Louis Story” (UA) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Oke $4,500. First session 
was $7,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 50-70)—~— 
“Executive Suite” (M-G) and “Gyp- 
sy Colt” (M-G). Okay $10,000 or 
over. Last week, “Wicked Woman” 
‘UA) and “Top Banana” (UA), $7,- 
000 in 5 days. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 50-70) 
—‘Secret of Incas” (Par). Just fair 
$6,000 or near. Last week, “Battle 
of Rogue River” (Col) and “Drive 
i} Crooked Road” (Col, $7,000. 
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“LEO’s IN 
THERE 
PITCHING! 


The Busiest Studio { 
in Hollywood is 
M-G-M! Here’s an 
“On-The-Scene” Report 
for the exhibitors 
of America! 



















The Eyes of the Industry are on M-G-M! 


~ Day and night at the World’s Largest Studio, ceaseless 


activity on every set, the greatest in years, sends a 
thrill of optimism throughout the land! The confidence 
of the Friendly Company in motion picture business, 
represented by multi-millions of dollars in production 
expenditure, tells America that the screen is headed for 
a fiew era of popularity and prosperity. M-G-M, The 
Leader, points the way with Big Attractions, current, 
coming and in production! 


"SEVEN BRIDES FOR SEVEN BROTHERS” 
(CinemaScope — Color) 


Wherever you go in Hollywood you'll hear about this 
amazing CinemaScope musical, the freshest idea, the 
fastest-paced entertainment in years. Seven lusty 
mountain brothers abduct seven lovely village giris; 
they are marooned when an avalanche of snow shuts 
them off from the outside world. By the time Spring 
comes, they don’t want to be rescued! It’s The Love- 
Making Musical, in Blushing Color, the gayest bundle 
of song, dance and saucy humor that audiences have 
seen in years. Jane Powell, Howard Keel and a screen- 
ful of uninhibited young talents will pack your theatre 
with joy and customers! 


“BEAU BRUMMELL” (color) 


Previewed last week at the Paradise Theatre in Holly- 
wood, this picture takes its place with the masterpieces 
of M-G-M showmanship history! A spellbound audience 
breathlessly followed the absorbing drama of the hand- 
some adventurer who rose from obscurity to fame, 
envied by men, adored by women, handsome, reckless, 
proud. He loved and was loved by one he could not 
have. So it was with his fascinating life, told in magnifi- 
cent Color against the spectacular backgrounds of his 
era in this fabulous attraction filmed by M-G-M in the 
original locales abroad. Stewart Granger creates an 
Academy-Award challenging role; Elizabeth Taylor is 
seductively exquisite; Peter Ustinov as the weak, 
sensation-seeking Prince is even more stunning than 
he was as Nero in ‘Quo Vadis.” Write it down: 
“BEAU BRUMMELL” will make screen history! 


“VALLEY OF THE KINGS” (color) 


It couldn’t have been better timed! The newspapers 
and magazines will talk for months about the new 
discovery of ancient treasure at a pyramid in Egypt. 
You'll see it happen in M-G-M’s attraction in which 
the exciting Color backgrounds of Egypt merge with 
a pulse-pounding love story of a research expedition to 
yield a big-time attraction. M-G-M is first to make a 
Hollywood-produced film in the mysterious land of the 
Nile. To the fabulous land of the Pharaohs M-G-M 
brought a whole company to film the story of the man 
who helps a girl unearth the secrets of an ancient tomb 
only to find she has a husband who is a villian and 
that both their lives_are in mortal danger! Robert 


Taylor, Eleanor Parker, Carlos Thompson head a cast 
of hundreds. 
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“BRIGADOON” 
(CinemaScope — Color) 


In the course of its notable production of screen musi- 
cals, M-G-M has brought many famed Broadway 
attractions to films, but none so gloriously as the cele- 
brated, the enchanting, prize-winning musical stage 
hit “BRIGADOON,” which it now offers to the world 
in magical CinemaScope. “If you love someone deeply 
enough, anything can happen—even a miracle” .. . 
this is the beautiful theme that pervades every brilliant, 
Color-splashed, spectacular number, every heart-stab- 
bing love song, because truly this picture is dedicated 
to a deathless love.- Rich in humor,. action, romance, 
Big in eye-filling wonders, ““BRIGADOON” is destined 
to rank with Academy-Award winner ‘‘American In 
Paris” as the ultimate in M-G-M musical triuniphs. 
Starring are Gene Kelly, Van Johnson, Cyd Charisse 
with Elaine Stewart and hundreds in the cast. 


“THE STUDENT PRINCE” 


( CinemaScope—Color) 


The echoes of the trade-shows of this joyous Color- 
glorious CinemaScope production are still heard on 
every Film Row and now the trade press shouts its 
praises.. M-G-M has devoted every resource of its 
acknowledged musical production skill to this beloved 
Sigmund Romberg all-time operetta favorite. This 
story of the handsome Prince and the Barmaid at Old 
Heidelberg is the attraction to which the youth of 
America will flock. Such happiness, such soul-stirring 
love songs, such rapture of .carefree student days! 
Pretty Ann Blyth is the Barmaid; Edmund Purdom, 
handsome young star, a new personality for the fans 


isthe Prince. He kisses with his own lips but sings _ 


with the glorious voice of Mario Lanza. Not since 
Lanza’s romantic voice thrilled the fans in ‘“The Great 
Caruso” has such singing been heard on the screen. 
Prepare now for a major M-G-Musical attraction! 


“BETRAYED” 
(Color) 


Once more the mighty production planning of M-G-M 
spans the ocean to create a pulsating screen drama 
rich with eye-filling, authentic scenes in stunning color. 
For the first time a Hollywood company of top stars 
combines the exquisite beauty of Holland, its rich- 
ness of tradition, its dykes and storied settings, with a 
tale worthy of such an enterprise; a story of spies, 
suspense and supreme sacrifice. Clark Gable makes his 
first screen appearance since record-breaking ‘“Mogam- 
bo” and the girl opposite him is seductive Lana Turner, 


an explosive combination, plus a third big name for - 


marquee power,*Victor Mature. Clark as a leader of 
the Intelligence, Lana as the beauty involved in high 
intrigue, Victor Mature as ‘The Scarf” a shadowy 
dare-devil of resistance. At cross-purposes in love and 
intrigue, each personality is etched crisply, appealingly, 
to make an attraction of high-voltage success. 








AND MORE! 


Take a trip around the humming M-G-M Studio. 
Here’s what you'll see! 


“DEEP IN MY HEART” (color) 


It glows with Big-name musical extravaganza brilliance. It’s 
the story of Sigmund Romberg and out of it M-G-M creates a 
Big Show in lavish Color with a wealth of entertainment. Jose 
Ferrer rivals his ‘‘Moulin Rouge” performance. For each role 
an equally expert talent was chosen: Merle Oberon; Helen 
Traubel, famed opera star now a night-club sensation; Walter 
Pidgeon and others plus guest stars, each of whom does a great 
number: Cyd Charisse, Vic Damone, Howard Keel, Gene Kelly 
and his brother Fred; Tony Martin, Ann Miller, George Murphy, 
Jane Powell, Debbie Reynolds, Tamara ‘Toumanova, Vera- 
Ellen, Esther Williams and more. Much of it is completed and 
every evidence points to one of the Biggest, if not the Biggest 
in the tradition of M-G-M’s Ziegfeldian-type musicals, 


“THE LAST TIME | SAW PARIS” (technicolor) 


- This is the story of a dramatic love conflict between two sisters 


who love the same young man. Told against the background 
of the world’s most romantic city, it packs an emotional punch 
to spellbind audiences everywhere. The cast: Elizabeth Taylor, 
Van Johnson, Academy Award Winner Donna Reed, Walter 
Pidgeon, Eva Gaborand others. Watching the cameras filming 
it is assurance of a powerful, romantic Technicolor ‘attraction!. 


“THE GLASS SLIPPER” (color) 


Its filming is being noted nationwide because its producer, 
director and star are the same that gave the world ‘“‘Lili’’. 
(winner of the Oscar for music and now enjoying successful repeat 
bookings while continuing merrily in its 2nd year in New York!) 
The footage seen thus far promises a more wonderful, more 
enchanting exquisite color entertainment than even its famed 
predecessor. Leslie Caron, Michael Wilding and the celébrated 
Ballets de Paris are just a few of the talent assets of the cast. 


"GREEN FIRE’’ (CinemaScope—Color) 


Another Big One in CinemaScope nearing completion at the 
studio after filming in South America. It is an adventure-packed 
love story of the search for an emerald mine. Stewart Granger, 
Grace Kelly, ever growing in popularity, and Paul Douglas 
journeyed to the danger-infested mountains of Colombia to 
enact the drama of lust for the most concentrated wealth of 
all—the emerald of Green Fire. Something to look forward to. 


“ATHENA” (color) 


This riotous comedy brings a gay company of youthful talents’ 


to the screen in a blaze of Color, romance and fun. A young 
lawyer falls in love with the daughter of a faddist household 
and before she renounces astrology and carrot juices for the 
red-meat of romance, there’s a harvest of comedy, songs and 
girl-boy appeal. The cast: Jane Powell, Edmund Purdom 
(star of ‘The Student Prince’’), Debbie Reynolds, Vic Damone, 


ent 


Louis Calhern, Linda Christian. They deliver merchandise for ‘ 


the millions of America’s young folks. 


*\ JUPITER’S DARLING” (CinemaScope —Color) 


To the never-ending good news at the busy M-G-M Studios 
add this Big attraction now being directed by the man who 
made “Show Boat” and “‘Annie Get Your Gun.”’ Only Cinema- 
Scope could do it full justice. Bigness is inherent in its theme, 
mighty Hannibal and his fabulous legions about to attack 
Rome, diverted by the ruse of a beautiful girl. The elephant 
sequence, original and eye-filling, is just one of many visual 
excitements; its rich, new popular score of songs and the glories 
of its production pageantry make it an attraction of top 
magnitude. The cast of terrific talents are headed by Esther 
Williams, Howard Keel, Marge and Gower Champion, 
George Sanders. 


WATCH THE M-G-M STUDIOS! OPTIMISM IS ON THE 
MARCH! THIS IS JUST PART OF THE PRODUCTION 
AND PREPARATION PLANNING FOR A NEW AND 
GREATER ERA OF MOTION PICTURES! 


* 
2. S. SPEAKING OF OPTIMISM: The trade is joyous over 





the first return engagement of David O. Selznick’s pro- 


duction "GONE WITH THE WIND" in Atlanta where it is 
topping all its previous successful appearances, even the 


very first, historic World Premiere! Get ready for GWT WI 
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INTERNATIONALE. 


UARIETY 


/ VARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE C 


8 St. Martin's 


Place, Trafalgar Square 





London 


Pix Biz Off, ‘Gorilla’ Good 


$8,000, ‘Queen’ Lifts ‘Carnival’ To 
- Neat 7146, 2d, ‘Knock’ Loud 86 


a 





London, May 25. 

Although the warm spell was 
shortlived, West End first-runs are 
currently going threugh the nor- 
mal seasonal decline. With few ex- 
ceptions, grosses in the,last stanza 
were disappointing. There has. 
however, been an_ exceptionally 
long string of prosperous runs, 
and in the main exhibitors: and 
distribs alike are accepting the b.o. 
drop philosophically. 

Strongest new entry was Metro’s 
Gew C’Scoper, “Knights of Round 
Table,” lensed in Great Britain’ 
last year. This held in ‘second frame 
at solid $12,500 after a big opener. 
Only other anamorphic entry is 
20th’s “Hell and High Water 
transferred from the Odeon, Mar- 
ble Arch to the Carlton. First ses- 
sion is unlikely to top $5,500. A 
stereo version of “Gorilla. At 
Large” made a healthy start at the 
Odeon, Marble Arch with first 
round heading for a good $8,000. 

Leading the holdovers is Para- 
mount’s “Knock on Wood” where 
its fifth Plaza week looks like big 
$8,000. “Doctor in the House,” 
after its previous record run at 
the Odeon, Leicester ‘Square, has 
returned to this house for a stout 
single week. “Living Desert” is do- 
ing turnaway biz in second session 
at Studio One. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (20th) (1,128; 55-$1.70)— 
“Hell, High Water” (20th). Only a 
modest lure at $5,500 or under. 
Stays another week with “Flight 
of White Heron” (20th) preeming 
June 4. 

Empire (M-G) (3.099; 55-$1.70)— 
“Knights of Round Table” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Expected to finish this ses- 
sion at solid $12,500 or near after 
$16,000 opening round. Holds. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 50-$1.70) 
—‘“Beachhead” (UA) and “Riders 
to Stars” (UA) (3d wk). Likely to 
finish at okay $4,500, an improve- 
ment on previous stanza which hit 
$4,000. “Miss Sadie Thompson” 
(Col) opens May 27. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
41,753; 50-$1.70)—“Carnival Story” 
(RKO) (2d wk) and “Queen in 
Australia” (GFD). Receipts hypoed 
by addition of Royal Tour film and 
second frame looks neat $7,500 
after $5,500 opening week. “Johnny 
Guitar” (Rep) bows June 3. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 50- 
$1.70)\—“Go Man Go” (UA) and 
“War Paint” (UA) (2d wk). Below 
average around $4,300 this stanza 
after $3,900 opening session. 
“Phantom of Rue Morgue” (WB) 
tees off May 28. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 50-$1.70) — “Doctor in 
House” (GFD). Heading for .$7,500. 
“Rainbow Jacket” (GFD) preems 
May 27. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (20th) (2,- 
200: 50-$i1.70)—“Gorilla at Large” 
(20th). Good $8,000 Jooms. “Flight 
of White Heron” (20th) opens June 
4, day-date with Carlton. 

Plaza (Par) (1,092; 70-$1.70) — 
“Knock on Wood” (Par) (5th wk). 
Holding firmly with bright $8,000 
likely in final frame after $9,200 
previous week. “Naked Jungle” 
(Par) set for May 28. 

Ritz (M-G) (432; 30-$2.15) “Knave 
of Hearts’ (ABPathe) (2d _ wk). 
Fair $3,300, about same as first 
week. Holds. 

Studio One (APT) (600; 30-$1.20) 
“Living Desert” (Disney) (2d wk). 
Doing turnaway biz with second 
week solid $4,800 slightly ahead of 
first week’s $4,500. stays indef. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 50-$1.70)— 
“Majesty O’Keefe’” (WB) (3d wk). 
Final frame closing at fair $6,400 
after $5,900 in previous week. 


Daniels Set for 10-Wk. 
Vaude Tour of Gt. Brit. 


Glasgow, May 25. 

Billy Daniels, currently topping 
the Empire bill here, has a 10- 
week vaude tour of Great Britain 
lined up, with possible dates in 
France to follow. He returns to 
the U. S. in September for a tv 
series. 

He planed in direct to Prest- 
wick, Scotland, from Florida to 
open this two-week stint at the 
Empire, leading Scot vaudery. 
Support program was changed for 








Warwick Sets Widmark 
For Its Next in Berlin 


London, June 1, 


With their third British pic, 
“The Black Knight,” almost com- 
pleted, Warwick Productions, head- 
ed by Irving Allen and Albert R, 
Broccoli, . announced their next 
three films. The initial trio, which 
included “The Red Beret” and 
“Hell Below Zero,” all starred 
Alan Ladd. 


Next month, the company starts 
rolling in Berlin on “A Prize of 
Gold,” starring Richard Widmark 
and Nigel Patrick, which will be 
directed by Mark Robson. Studio 
work will follow in Britain “Cockle- 
shell Heroes,” which will be filmed 
in France and Britain, will come 
next, and then “Safari Story.” 


24 Nations Enter 
Berlin Film Fete 


Berlin, May 25. 


At least 24 nations have an- 
nounced their intention of partici- 
pating in the forthcoming Fourth 
Berlin International Film Festival 
which is being held here June 18- 
29. For the first time, the nations 
of Ceylon, Indonesia, Jamaica and 
Madagascar are to be represented. 
Present lineup of nations consists 
of Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cey- 
lon, Finland, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Holfand, India, Ja- 
maica, Japan, Luxembourg, Ma- 
dagascar, Mexico, Portugal, Swe- 
den, Switzerland, Spain, South- 
Africa, U. S. and Yugoslavia. An 
additional number of nations may 
participate. Although _ entries 
haven’t been named as yet, the 
number of pix screened during the 
festival likely will be bigger than 
last year. 


The two first-night theatres 
picked for the festival are the 
Gloria Palast and the Filmbuehne 
Wien, both located on Kurfuer- 
stendamm. Berlin’s film fete is be- 
ing organized by the Federal Govt. 
of West Germany and the West 
Berlin Senate in conjunction with 
the SPIO, the top organization of 
the West German film industry. 








Bank of England Turns 


Down Dollar Transfer 
Deal on “Wooden Dish’ 


London, June 1. 


Refusal of the Bank of England 
to sanction a dollar transference 
deal on the upcoming Aldrich & 
Myers’ West End production of 
“The Wooden Dish” has led to a 
change in plans. The London pres- 
entation is now to be staged in as- 
sociation with Jack Hylton, and 
not with E. P. Clift as previously 
arranged. 

There is increasing speculation 
in London legit circles as to the 
reasons which motivated the ap- 
parent change of policy on the part 
of the Bank of England. The view 
that a variation in the official rate 
of exchange between sterling and 
the dollar is imminent, still holds 
force. But there is also a belief that 
the terms suggested in the Aldrich 
and Myers draft contract were un- 
— to Bank of England offi- 
cials, 


According to reliable info avail- 


able here, the entire coin for the | 


London production was being 
raised in America and A. and M. 
had requested permission to trans- 
fer up to 8712% of the profits, leav- 
ing the balance for office expenses. 
Acceptance of these terms, it is 
suggested, would have imposed an 
unnecessary drain on dollar re- 
serves and might have opened the 
way for propositions of a similar 
nature, 


Impresarios with Anglo-Ameri- 


second week. Despite competitien | can interests are hoping that the 
of sunny weather, the fans filled bank will, in due course, indicate 


the theatre, 
registered, 


i 


and good biz was a clear-cut line to guide future 


jointly financed productions, 


Paramount’s European super- 
visor, Frank Siter, has arrived here 
to push VistaVision with Par’s 
local representative, Savvas Films. 
Siter described the potentialties 
of the new process before a meet- 
ing of local exhibitors and news- 
men, 


Many .exhibs showed quite an 
avid interest in the new process 
and some indicated interest, par- 
ticularly those who have not -in- 
stalled CinemaScope. Savvas Films 
will release VistaVision pictures 
at its Theatre Star, one of the first- 
runs here. 


Legit Season 
In Paris Limps 
To Sorry Close 


Paris, June 1. 
Legit season is limping to a sorry 
close here with quality upheld by a 
trio of revivals. Otherwise, the last 
ditch unveilings are strictly stop- 


gap before the annual legit exodus 
of July. Lack of new offerings and 
folding of many plays are starting 
the shutterings earlier than usual 
this year. General downbeat of 
show biz this month is very severe 
with legit and only the top shows 
are showing even good receipts. 
Three lifesavers are Marcel 
Ayme’s success of three years ago, 
“Clerambard”; the Jean Anouilh 
touring success come home to roost 
—‘“Colombe’—and the witty cab- 
aret type revue, (“The Eiffel Tow- 
er Which Kills”), at the refurbished 
offbeat Theatre Quartier Latin. For 
“Clerambard,” the Comedie Des 
Champs-Elysees has installed head- 
phones to enable English-speaking 
tourists to follow the play. Play is 
a savory story of an overbearing 
aristocratic tyrant who sees a vi- 
sion and becomes a gentle, holy 
man. Complications build into a 
riotous moral comedy. This logks 
like a bet for Broadway chajices* 


“Colombe,” a U.S. flop this sea- 
son, is still a fave here. It emerges 
as a bitter-sweet appraisal of the 
fragility of love and purity plus a 
shattering satirical looksee at turn- 
of-century backstage morals. It is 
well played here by Daniele De- 
lorme and Yves Robert. “Eiffel” is 
an engaging takeoff on early melo- 
dramas. Headed by Michel De Re, 
it looks in for a nice run. 


Newer Shows Not So Happy 


Newer shows are not as happy, 
with “Hamlet De Tarascon,” by 
Jean Canolle at La Bruyere look- 
ing in for a much shorter run than 
its predecessor. This comedy uses 
the gimmick of a _ small-town 
dreamer who mistakes his life as 
an exact parallel of Hamlet’s. Plot 
is too telegraphed. Directors are al- 
ready rehearsing another Georges 
Feydeau play, “If I Ever Get Hold 
of You.” 

Both” Theatre Marigny and the 
Petit Theatre Marigny, set up for 
experimental purposes by Jean- 
Louis Barrault, are suffering pres- 
tigewise since this troupe left. Mar- 
igny had a dreary resurrection of a 
Gothe play, “Egmont,” which was 
boring to the few patrons who at- 
tended. Petit Theatre is housing 
“Liberte Cherie” of Richard Borel. 
This tedious would-be satire lacks 
any lustre 


Delfont to U.S. Seeking 
Talent for New ‘Folies’ 


London, May 25. 

Bernard Delfont, accompanied 
by his producer, Dick Hurran, ex- 
pects to go to America early in 
September. He will make an exten- 
sive tour which will last four weeks 
for purpose of lining up new at- 
tractions for his next edition of 
the “Folies” show at the Prince of 
Wales. New “Folies” likely won't 
be launched before the new year. 
He will also gander some Broad- 
way shows to find something suit- 
able to present in the West End. 

With shows at the London Palla- 


- 





= 





in association with Val Parnell, 
and two summer productions at 
Weymouth and Scuthport, besides 
eight vaudeville units touring the 
provinces, Delfont is ranked as one 


| of the busiest of the West End pro- 
ducers, 





Par’s VistaVision to Athens 


Athens, May 25. 


‘valuation of the peso. 


dium and the Prince of Wales, both* 


French Film Co-Prod. Soars: Makes — 


Up Half of 110 Pix 


Finished in °93 





U’s Sales Drive Tops US. | 
Cos. in Japan for April 


Tokyo, May 25.. 

Universal-International’s - world- 
wide sales drive in April pushed 
receipts for the month into first 
place in Japan arnong the major 
U. S. distributors here. Japan won 
the country division of the drive 
and the Far East copped honors in 
the area division to push April re- 
ceipts to $330,000. Paramount, 
likely topper in May with sock 


runs of “Roman Holiday” and sev- 
eral others, was second with 
$305,000. 


Much of WU’s April gross came 
from “Glenn Miller Story” book- 
ings and that they had from nearly 
1,000 more bookings for the month 
than usual. 

Other companies and their 
grosses are: Metro, $305,000; WB, 
$222,000; Par, $220,000; 20th-Fox, 
$166,000; RKO, $136,000; Colum- 
bia, $102,000, and Republic, 
$52,000. 


Expropriation Up_ 
Again for Mex Pic 


Mexico City, June 1. 

The film industry is now the tar- 
get of moves for various kinds of 
nationalization demands. It will 
be recalled that top industries last 
fall were mentioned for that treat- 
ment or some other form of ex- 
propriation. 

The little communistic People’s 
Party demands fcr the immediate 
nationalization of the film biz, 
along with mining, electrical and 
communication industries have be- 
come louder here. The PP ex- 
plains this is a sure means for solv- 
ing most of Mexico’s economic 
problems which it says have be- 
come acute since the recent de- 
Nationali- 
zation of these businesses, PP is 
confident, would keep in Mexico, 
and working for Mexico, “the bil- 
lions of pesos” these enterprises 
remit to their home offices abroad. 

However, industry leaders are 
not taking the PP’s demand at all 
seriously. They point to the vigor- 
ous opposition the Mexican divi- 
sion of their biz made to moves for 
more government in their biz, 
which prompted the government to 
explain that it does not intend to 
go into the film business but mere- 
ly to regulate it for its own good. 


More C’Scope Deals In 
Gt. Britain Seen After 
Skouras Lightens Load 


London, May 25. 

A general, if not spectacular, in- 
crease in the number of ana- 
morphic installations in Great 
Britain is expected as a result of 
Spyros F. Skouras’ change of heart. 
But there is still no indication 
whether the J. Arthur Rank organ- 
ization will go beyond its original 
commitment of retooling 75 the- 
atres. 

The British industry welcomed 
the announcement that Skouras 
will no longer insist on full stereo 
sound as a necessary condition of 
the C’Scope package and release 
of 20th-Fox product. 

A number of exhibitors who had 
been interested but did not want 
to embark on so much cost for 
sound have indicated that they may 
sign up for the anamorphic equip- 
ment. The sound installation would 
have added a minimum of $8,000 to 
the conversion bill and exhibs pro- 
tested this. 


‘ ? . _ 
BL Gets ‘Luther’ in Brit. 
Me London, June 1. 
_British Lion has secured British 
distribution rights to “Martin Lu- 
ther,” and the film is expected to 
start in pre-release situations 
shortly. 
There bad, reportedly, been keen 
competition to secure the rights by 
a number of indie distribs, but 




















they were, apparently, outbid by 
BL. 


! _ Paris, May 25. 
Film production -activity is 
booming here. From 1949 to 1952, 
France carried on 29: co-produc- 
tions (mostly with Italy) while last 
year the total soared to 53 out of 
the. 110 pix made that year, Only 
half of these were made completely 
in France. So far this year, the 


Centre National Du Cine has re- 
ceived 26 co-producti requests 
from eight different countries, 16 
of which already have been started. 
Most of the top directors are now 
going in for this type of film pro- 
duction. This phenomenal growth 
has caused some alarm in the film 
trade, many feel that a primarily 
stopgap program has grown into 
a Frankensteinian monster. 

Jacques Flaud, director of CNC, 
has outlined his ideas on co-pro- 
duction. He said that at the begin- 
ning, co-production was a defense 
to make high-budgeted films and 
strengthen the b.o. outlook. He 
feels that since its inception co- 
production has gotten out of hand, 
these films now emerging as hy- 
brids denying the national and ar- 
tistic characteristics of both par- 
ticipating -countries. Dubbing of 
the various nationalities also is 
leading to a babel-type film with 
pix losing their outlook both in 
spirit and direction. 


Examples showed up at the re- 
cent Cannes Film Festival. The 
Franco-Italo “The Big-~Game” and 
the . Franco-Spanish “Blood And 
Light” suffered from this mixture, 
with the films emerging as uneven 
in mood and feeling. Another pic, 
the Franco-English “Monsieur Rip- 
ois,’ managed to maintain a 
French tone since it was made by 
a Frenchman about a Frenchman 
in London. Another, the Franco- 
Italo “Therese Raquin” also gained 
a feeling of homogeneity because 
the Italo star was an Italian living 
in France, and he spoke his own 
lines. However, last year’s figures 
show the three top grossers to be 
co-production pix, and the number 
of color specs coming up are also 
in this category. 

Co-Prods. Boost Other Wages 

Another drawback is the fact 
that these high budgets are leading 
to higher salaries for ‘artists. and 
technicians -who will not.work for 
the less lucrative offers of the 
smaller-budgeted national films. 
Flaud says that France would have 
to double its exports, and internal 
film attendance would have to be 
augmented by 20% before co-pro- 
duction can be extinguished. 

However, Flaud feels that co- 
production is now a definite part 
of the film scene, and has plus fac- 
tors in building up international 
relationships and prestige. Thus, he 
says, it behoves’ co-production 
units now to strive for quality in- 
stead of only spectacle. Present 
system is leading to repeating past 
costume successes, and, in general, 
creating a staple series of films 
without infusing the creativeness 
now needed for the more discrim- 
inating audiences. Flaud concluded 
that a stricter watch would be kept 
on co-productions in the future, 
but the CNC can only try to correct 
any abuses of existing regulations. 


SCOT CHURCH GROUP 
BLASTS COM’L TELE 


Edinburgh, May 25. 

The British government’s deci- 
sion to go ahead with commercial 
television is “to be deplored,” says 
a report* of a Church of Scotland 
commission, just published. It 
held that tele is far too potent an 
instrument of suggestion for com- 
mercial interests to be permitted 


any kind of control or influence 
over it. 


On mass entertainment, the 
commission says: “It would be 
foolish to deny the genuine inter- 
terest and enrichment which 
some of these forms of entertain- 
ment bring into the lives of mul- 
titudes of people.” 

On the other hand, according to 
the commission, mass entertain- 
ment “tends to strengthen the 





mood of passivity which is such an 
alarming feature of modern 50- 
ciety, It reinforces the tendency 
of modern society to produce 
stereotyped individuals turned out 
according to a pattern.” 
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Off Tax Relief’ Charge 


By Allied Aims at Distribs’ Terms 


The charge by Col. H. A. Cole, 





Allied’ States Assn. leader, that dis- 
tribs are siphoning off the benefits 


of tax relief is the opening blast 
in a calculated Allied plan to fight 
the current price of film. . Allied’s 
board has mapped out step by step 
moves which may end with an ap- 
peal to the Government if relief 
is not achieved in prior direct ap- 
peals to the distrib companies. 

That the exhib org is weighing 
an appeal to the Government has 
been openly announced by 5. D. 
Kane, executive secretary of North 
Central Allied. Kane said a re- 
quest may be made for an official 
Ways and Means committee investi- 
gation. Probe, according to Kane, 
would have as its objective to de- 
termine “whether or not the Gov- 
ernment’s ‘refund’ to the industry 
hasn’t been confiscated inequitably, 
if not illegally, by the one branch, 
distribution, which needed it least.” 
The fact that film rentals were 
ruled out ‘ks a subject for discus- 


sion is the reason that Allied boy- | 


cotted the recent arbitration con- 
ference in New York. 


The confab last week was 
marked by appeals from both dis- 
tribs and exhibs that the industry 
work out its own trade problems 
and avoid Government interven- 
tion. Theatre Owners of America, 
with Mitchell Wolfson as its spokes- 
man, particularly expressed the 
hope that Government controls 
would not be necessary. 


However, a rumor pervaded the 


‘ meeting that Harry C. Arthur Jr., 


board chairman of the Southern 
California Theatre Owners Assn.., 
had in his pocket a proposed bill 
calling for Government regulation | 
of the industry. It was intimated 


JUDGE OKAYS STOCK BUY 


National Theatres May Invest In 
j Magna (Todd-AO) 


Federal 








Judge Augustus M. 
signed an order allowing National 
Theatres to purchase and exercise 
options on a large block of Magna 
Theatre Corp. stock subject to gov- 
ernment-imposed limitations.. The 
Justice Dept. earlier had green- 
lighted the NT move. 

Circuit is-now free to purchase 
$1,000,000 of Magna’s 6% deben- 


ercise options on 73,300 shares of 
Magna common, warrants to re- 
main in force for 10 years from 
the date of issue unless exercised 
sooner. 

* In addition, National. Theatres 
may buy 14,000 shares within 10 
years of the date of purchase of 
the 6% debentures. Outfit also is 


from “Oklahoma,” first film to be 


| lensed for Magna handling with the 


Todd-AO widescreen process. 


Kane Swaying 





Shortage Blues 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Because of alleged scarcity of 
“boxoffice pictures” that'll be 
available this month and also in 
July and August. neithborhood 
houses here in the earliest clear- 





| ance slot, 28 days, say thev, find 


that Arthur had lined up a friendly | themselves in the toughest prod- 


Congressman who would introduce 
the bill. Arthur took a leading 
part in the arbitration sessions 
and was persistent in calling for 
the arbitration of all issues and 
not only those specifically listed. 
Prior to the confab, there had been 
reports that Arthur would attempt 
to introduce the subject of film 
rentals, although it had been ruled 
outs as an arbitrable issue. The 
SCTOA delegate reportedly would 
have introduced the subject by 
requesting the arbitration of “‘sales 
policy” which would have, of ne- 
cessity, included film rentals. Ar- 
thur’s pitch that any and all sub- 
jects, although. he excluded rent- 
als, be subject to arbitration was 
regarded by the distrib reps as 
move toward introducing the sub- 
ject of film rentals. 








;sues generally 
| profitable they'll be resorted to 


KINGSTON, N. DRIVE-IN °°. — scale than ever before | 


uct fix they've ever encountered 
and anticivate their roughest sum- 
mer, despite the admission tax re- 
lief and C’Sconpe. 

Even the C’Sconé equipped the- 
atres are in a bad way. according 
to S. D. Kane, North Central Al- 
lied executive counsel. At this 
time, however. as far as he has 
been able to learn, no temporary 
closings or restricted operations 
are contemplated here. In this lat- 
ter connection, Kane points out. 
‘such neighborhood houses as the 
de luxe Terrace ordinarily would 
enjoy their most prosperous period 
during the summer. 

Efforts now are being made, to 
induce distributors to move up 
their releases to alleviate the situ- 
ation. Also, he says, while reis- 
haven't proved 


comparatively few” 


| strong pictures will he given even 
SETS MARCIANO BOUT more extended playing’ time. “at 
‘ thongh it means decreased vrosses 
The mid-Hudson Valley area of | é 7 
New York will see closed-circuit |2%7,, Possible onerations in the 


theatre tv for the first time when | 


red.” Onlv in this wav can thece 


the 9™W Drive-In, the Walter Reade meee tide themseives over, he 


theatre near Kingston, N. Y., will | 
present the Rocky Marciano-Ezzard 
Charles championship fight on 


asserts. 


In the case of the Terrace and 
}other such ordinarilv large gross- 


June 17.05 it takes place at the | D8 neighborhood ‘theatres. there 


Yankee Stadium, N.Y. 
home tv and from all theatres | 
within a 50-mile radius of New | 
York City, so that the 9W Drive-In | 
will be the nearest location, north | 
of New York, where the fight can | 
be seen. The Reade outfit is also | 
presenting the fight at its St. James } 
Theatre in Asbury Park, N. J., its | 
Lawrence Drive-In in Trenton, N.J., 
and its Atlantic Drive-In near | 
Atlantic City. Like 9W, this will 
be the first time large-screen thea- | 
tre tv will be shown at Lawrence | 
and Atlantic. 


To get the tv signal at the King- 
ston situation, it was necessary for | 
the American Telegraph and Tele- | 
phone Co. to establish a_ special | 
micro-wave relay unit, including | 
the construction of a 200-foot tower | 
at the Drive-in. Cooperation of 
Kingston's new tv station, WKNY- 
TV, was also necessary, the station 
re!inguishing use of its New York 
to Kingston micro-wave circuit that 
night for transmission of the 
signal. . 





J. J. Goldberg Joins May 
J. Joshua Goldberg, industry at- 
torney, has joined the Mitchell May 
Jr, Co., insurance brokers, as 














_ He'll continue as v.p. of Raybond 
Theatres, N.Y. circuit, and as sec- | 
retary of Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn. | 


have been numerous occasions in 
recent months when playine time 


for pictures have been extended | 


to a full week although the box- 
office results onlv warranted 
three-day engagements. 


‘ Debate Cuts 


Continued from page 3 

















*- 
for Hollywood tomorrow to séreen 
“Army” for the Motion Picture 
Academy and to talk to studio peo- 
ple about theatrical distribution. 


{}In a Pentagon screening for the 


press last week, Welch called the 
film a “fine example of the coop- 
eration between the motion picture 
industry and the Army.” 

While the film was produced and 


tures and also to purchase and ex- | 


free to receive 41/66 of all profits. 


Exhib Wins Restraint Vs. 
IA on Feather-Bedding; 
Union Appealing Verdict 


St. Louis, June 1. 

Holding that the employment of 
one projectionist in’ the LaCosa, a 
St. Louis county house was enough, 
Circuit Judge Douglas L. C. Jones 
of the County last week issued a 
permanent injunction against 
IATSE, Local 143, from continu- 
ing the picketing of the house. 


Hand in N. Y. last week (28)4 Hugh Graham, operating lessee of 


the-house, asked for the stop order 
on Feb. 14, 1953, against a dozen 
officers and members of the union 
whom he charged were trying to 
“feather-bed and make-work” by 
forcing him to employ two booth 
operators. 


Graham said that prior to the 
opening of the house on Nov. 5, 
| 1952, he tried to hire one member 
lof the union at the prevailing wage 
iscale but was unsuccessful, al- 
\though he said that other local 
‘unions of operators affiliated -with 
| the IATSE in vafious parts of the 
|country permit a single operator. 
He then hired a non-union operator 
at the union rate for a theatre of 
\the size of the LaCosa. 
| Judge Jones ruled “This court 
| will go as far as the law permits 
to encourage and help labor amelio- 
rate its conditions, but it cannot 
join with defendants in denying 
Graham the opportunity to secure 
a livelihood for himself without be- 
ing forced to hire an unwanted 
man, when this man will not be of 
any service to him.” 

An attorney for the union said 
| Judge Jones’ decision will be ap- 
| pealed. 


"ALPERSON LOSES SUIT 
‘ON ‘BWANA’ OWNERSHIP 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

Edward L. Alperson’s $3,500,000 
|suit against Arch Oboler and his 
| backers, involving the ownership of 
‘the 3-D film “Bwana Devil,” re- 
| sulted in a verdict for the de- 
'fendants in Superior Court. 
| Alperson claimed he bought the 
| picture for $2,000,000 but Oboler 
'and his partners declared the deal 
was made by an agent without 
theif sanction. They sold it later 
to United Artists for $1,750,000. 
Judge Joseph W. Vickers ruled 
that there was no contract with Al- 
person because he had a “secret 
agreement” with the agent. 











We ____, 
Wage Scales 
Continued from page 7 


i sponse tod the pic hasn’t been sat- 
|isfactory and no others will be 
| made. 

One circuit exec explained that 
|it was his chain’s practice to ele- 
} vate men from within the ranks to 
give them the feeling of being part 
of the team. “We see the theatre 
posts as a stepping stone for our 
people,” he commented. 

Projectionist Gets More 

Another admitted that it was dif- 
ficult to attract reliable and loyal 
people for the reason that the pay- 
scales are quite low. “In some 
situations the projectionist gets 
more than the manager,” he said. 
| Under those conditions it’s obvious 
that you can’t get help who have 
ahy feelings of responsibility to the 
business as well as to the custom- 
ers.” 

What’s the solution? “We ought 
to make an attempt to make theatre 
jobs more glamorous, offer more 
of a future,” opined a spokesman 
for the Walter Reade Theatres. An- 
other exec thought the answer lay 
in what some of the larger circuits 
have begun to do, i.e., offer vari®us 
benefits, hospitalization insurance, 
etc. As for higher ages, exhibs say 
they can’t afford them. 
































| Schi i 
| chine Chain - 


cut under the direction of 20th’s | 


Edmund Reek, the actual lensing 


} 
| 
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was done by the Signal Corps. | corporations, i. e, Hildemart Cor- 


Welch’ said plans are to screen it 
for ail our troops during next year, 
and to use it continuously for ori- 
entation purposes tiereafter. He 


said the cost would boil down to | 


25 cents per soldier. 

Film was ideaed by Frank Pace, 
who was President Truman's Sec- 
retary of the Army. Pentagon brass 
would like the entire nation to see 
it. Huddles were held recently with 
spokesmen for COMPO. However, 
the length of the pic has stymied 
plans for wide theatrical showings. 





poration, Darnell Theatres, Inc., 
and Elmart Theatres, Inc., not 
named in the original government 
| suit. 

Department of Justice attorneys 
argued in support of the Govern- 
;ment’s attempt to compel compli- 
ance with the court decrees stating 
| that “the government seeks to im- 
| pose sanctions such as conditional 
fines and imprisonment upon fail- 
| ure to comply, and to force these 
defendants to do what they have 
already been ordered to do.” 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Twentieth Century-Fox finds itself ina unique situation as regards 
its advocacy of stereophonic magtietic sound. While the company ob- 
viously favors: it as a superior method. of presentation, it‘can no longer 
press the point too. hard since, within another couple of weeks, it'll 
also be selling singletrack sound prints of. its CinemaScepers. Being 
in business with ‘both versions, atid anxious to get the widest possible 
distribution new that it has left the.choice wp to exhibs, 20th—in blast- 
ing singletrack sound—would in effect strike a downbeat note on its 
own product, a policy of questionable merit as 20th sales execs see it. 
Meanwhile the company is pushing plans for its C’Scope progress re- 
port which is skedded for completion by June 7. There'll be world- 
wide showings of this special preview subject later this month or in 
early July. It'll include a comparéson between : ic and sin- 
gletrack sound, the kind of test which 20th has promised exhibs for a 
long time. Main purpose of the advanee peek at forthcoming 20th 
product is to establish the superior quality of the studio’s new taking 
lenses Which are said to provide much sharper definition, 





Perhaps. emulating ‘the Government, the industry is going in for 
open hearings. Previously intra-trade business was conducted behind 
closed doors, an@ frequently all aspects of distrib-exhib talks were 
kept under wraps. Following on, the heels of 20th-Fox’s open forum 
on CinemaScope, the industry opened the doors t@ the press to attend 
all sessions of the arbitration conference, excepting sub-committee 
meetings. In a statement at the opening session, Charles Boasberg, 
chairman of the Motion Picture of America sales managers committee, 
asked the press to report the meeting “fully and accurately” but 
“to refrain from opinion not made in the open sessions.” The distrib 
and exhib reps were asked to withhc!d’ comment until the meeting 
was over. He noted that a complete stenographic record was being 
kept of the sessions. A steno typist was present taking down every 
word spoken. 





“Operation Manhunt” is the final title for the forthcoming United 
Artists release formerly known as “Igor the Spy,” filming of which 
was completed this week in Canada. Title change was made at the 
urging of Igor Gouzenko, the former Soviet code clerk who exposed 
an atom. spy ring. He insisted that he had never been a spy. Film 
is based on Gouzenko’s experiences and he appears in an epilogue 
to the film wearing a mask to conceal his identity. Release of the 
film will be rushed to take advantage.of recent similar headline- 
making defections from the Russians of Vladimir Petrov in Australia 
and Nikolai Khakholov in Germany. 





Producer John Nasht, who announced that he would make a picture 
titled “The Sinner,” is in fof a protest from Commander Pictures, 
distributor of a French film tagged “The Sinners.” Cellini Films, 
distributing the German film, “Die Sunderin,” tried to change its title 
to “The Sinner” for U. S. showing but Commander’s attorneys stepped 
in with a protest, causing Cellini to use the original name. If Nasht 
wants to use “The Sinner’ it will have to be its Italian equivalent. 





And now it’s gala premieres for shorts! Universal’s “Rolling in 
Style,” featuring the w.k. Hess Bros. Fashion Caravan, is set for a tri- 
city preem June 16 at the Earl Theatre; the Nile Theatre, Bethlehem 
and the State Theatre, Easton, Pennsylvania. Occasion will be noted 


with klieg lights, celebrities and other hoopla usually attending a gala 
occasion. 





The industry arbitration conference which convened Monday (24) 
in N.Y. agreed to employ the disregarded 1952 draft as a basis for 
sub-committee work. Harry Arthur, of the Southern California Theatre 
Owners Assn., registered disapproval that the old meeting was brought 


up. He stressed that SCTOA was not committed to the old draft in 
any way. 





The Hollywood Post of the American Legion sent IATSE Rep. 
George Flaherty a letter expressing concern because IA had “opposed” 
placing controversial “Salt of the Earth” on “unfair” list of AFL 
Central Labor Council. Legion termed action “inconceivable,” point- 


ing out that feature was made under non-union conditions by many 
persons identified as Communists. 





Roy Kalver of Decatur, Ind., Indiana Allied prexy, will rep National 
Allied on the COMPO committee working on plans for a national poll 
to select the best picture of the month, season and year. Since per- 
sonal affairs make it impossible fot Kalver to attend the group’s first 


N. Y. meet June 5 and 6, Allied will be repped on that occasion by 
William A. Carroll of Indiana Allied. 


| Argentine May ‘Modify’ Protection 
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cal producers to. stay in business. 
Luis Angel Mentasti of Sono film 
is now on a trip to Spain to work 
out details of this pact. 

The AAA (Artistas Argentinos 
Asociados) production outfit, which 
is somewhat similar in lineup to 
United Artists, is copping all the 
honors this year and is engaged in 
an active production § schedule. 
Currently this studio has just re- 
leased two of its most ambitious 
attempts: the historical “Grito Sa- 
grado” (“Sacred Call”) which was 
preemed at Mar del Plata and re- 
leased here on the eve of Inde- 
pendence Day, and a semi-docu- 
mentary “Sucedio en Buenos 
Aires” (“It Happened in Buenos 
Aires”) chiefly shot in the streets 
of the city. To cope with the pro- 
duction blueprint AAA must rent 
more sets from other less active 
companies. 

In June Alba Arnova, Argentine- 
born actress who has made ‘her 
way in Italian motion pictures, is 
due to arrive for work in “Pajaros 
de Cristal” (‘Crystal Birds’’)- with 
Mecha Ortiz, under Ernesto Aran- 
cibia’s direction for AAA. 

Back from a Central American 
and Hollywood trip, Luis Cesar 
Amadori ‘reveals. having « inked 
Arturo de Cordova, Ricardo Mon- 
talban and Jorge Mistral for local 
filming. Amadori is to start on his 
first opus for the Big Five unit set 
up under government sponsorship, 





in which he plans teaming wife 








Zully Moreno with Pedro Armen- 
dariz. Amadori has just bought 
three story properties for the Big 
Five. The first is “Human Clay,” a 
prize-winning piay by Luis Rodri- 
guez Acasuso, chosen as a vehicle 
for the Moreno-Armendariz combi- 
nation. 

Daniel Tinayre had sought Ar- 
mendariz for a role in a Spanish 
version of “La Bete Humain,” 
which he plans making, but failing 
this is hoping to sign Yves Mon- 
tand, and for this purpose Ana 
Maria Lynch (in private life Mrs. 
Hugo del Carril) has planed to Eu- 
rope to use her persuasive powers 
on the French actor-singer. 

Nini Marshall has been signed 
by Luis César Amadori for three 
pictures in which to” make her 
Argentine comeback, but work will 
not start until November, when 


| she has completed her radio broad- 


casts on the Belgrano web,_which 
will mark her reappearance in her 
native country after being banned 
since 1945, due to Eva Peron’s 
enmity. y 

There is a plan to make a se- 
quenee of who-dun-its, with Al- 
berto Closas playing a “Saint” type 
of private eye, under Pierre Che- 


nal’s direction. Chenal has con- 


fined his work to making Chilean 
pictures over the last three years, 
but is due in B. Aires next month 
for the preem of his Chilean-made 
“El Idolo,” in which Closas is fea- 
tured. 
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Df. are all extremely happy to welcome 


? 


JOHN HUSTON 


into the Allied Artists family. Itis a 
source of great personal pride to us that 
he has chosen our company as the exclusive 


producing and distributing organization 


for his future productions. We know that 


exhibitors throughout the world will find 
in our mutual plans a profitable answer 
to their most pressing problem—a source of 


outstanding product. 
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France Unsigned but ‘Improving = 





Eric Johnston Also Faces 


Tough Negotiations With 


Italy on Film Pact 





French film agreement continues 
snafued, but Motion Picture Export 
Assn. execs feel the situation is 
gradually improving to the point 
where optimism re an early sign- 
ing is warranted. 

Griff Johnson, MPEA v.p., re- 
turned last week from a hush-hush 
quickie trip to Paris where he dis- 
cussed the film deal with French 
officials. His report to Eric John- 
ston, MPEA prexy, reportedly was 
couched in terms of cautious op- 
timism, and this attitude is re- 
flected in the comments of MPEA 
execs in N. Y. Se 

It’s seen likely that, prior to S0o- 
ing to Italy to discuss the new film 
pact there, Johnston may stop off 
in Paris to finalize arrangements 
there. In Rome, Eugene Van Dee, 
MPEA rep, has been hoiding ex- 
tended preliminary 
with Italo industryites to arrive at 
at a basis for a new deal. John- 
ston, who expects to enter into the 
negotiations in Rome in_ early 
June, has made it plain that, if at | 
all possible, he wants to eliminate | 
subsidies under any new pact. At | 
the same time, MPEA will not go. 


on record as stating that the drop- | 


ping of subsidies is a basic condi- 
tion of any new agreement, thus 
leaving the door open to the reten- 
tion — but possible reduction — of 


In France, it is MPEA which is 
insisting on the French honoring 
the original agreement signed by 
Johnston last fall. This deal in- 
cludes a subsidy of $400,000 pay- 
able over a two-year period. It 
would also give the Americans 110 
permits and raise the remittances 


tribs in France have now been op- 
erating for close to a year without 
a deal, their last agreement hav- 
ing expired June 30, 1953. The 
French have been issuing tempo- 
rary licenses and remittances at 
the rate of $120,000 monthly. have 


continued, but no capital account | 


deals have been authorized. 

The Italian problem is acute 
and Johnston will be at a disad- 
vantage in palavering in Rome in- 


“stead of Washington where previ- 


ous talks had been held. It’s con- 
sidered a certainty that, should he 


succeed in getting the Italians to | 


give up subsidies, MPEA will have 
te pay a price somewhere else, 
possibly in terms of reduced im- 
ports or remittances. The subsidy 
started three years ago, amounting 
to 12!4% of the Americans’ Italo 
earnings. Last year it was re- 
duced to 10%. 


One of the factors entering into 





discussions | 


WB STANDARD PRINTS 
OF C’SCOPERS JULY 15 


Warner Bros. will distribute con- 
ventional versions of its Cinema- 
| Scope pictures starting July 15. 
Company will kick off this policy 
with “Lucky Me” and will follow 
this procedure with its other 
C’Scopers in order of their release. 

Plan calls for the issuance of 
about 50 2-D prints a week, starting 
in mid-July. The problem in the 
conversion is, to a large extent, one 
involving the processing. The pace 
is expected to be stepped up once 
the laboratories are able to handle 
the load. “Lucky Me” is the first 
WB picture made under the Cine- 
maScope banner, although the pre- 
;Viouslymade “The Command,” 
/ shot in the Vistarama anamorphic 
process, was dubbed CinemaScope. 
Conventional prints of “The Com- 





U. S. dis- | 


ian earlier date. 


Centinued from page 7 jee 


| Raibourn did not own shares in 
ithe company, an appeal by women 
|shareholders that -a woman be 
named to the board of directors, 
;and queries relating to dividend 
| payments, the reduction of capital- 
_ization, profit-sharing deals with 
| stars, and the company’s interest 
in vidpix and magnetic tape re- 
cording. 

Reduced Shares 
Stockholders approved.a resolu- 
‘tion authorizing the reduction of 
ithe company’s outstanding shares 
| by 125,000 for which the company 


| paid $3,193,000. Shareholders also’ 


| reelected the complete slate of 13 
| directors. The board will meet to- 
|morrow (Thurs.) to reelect the 
| present officers. 

Noticeable in B#laban’s remarks 
to the stockholders were references 
;to “matters not normally associ- 
| ated with the business of a motion 
| picture company.” Balaban pointed 


| out, however, that these topics had. 


| their origin “in some phase of the 
| amusement business.” 

In discussing the future of color 
| tv, the Par chieftain said there was 
/confusion among the public con- 
| cerning the size of the color tv pic- 
| ture, the cost of the set and when 
| sets would be available at reason- 
j}able prices. Balaban stated that 
| 21-inch and 24-inch chromatons, 


| the Lawrence color television tube | 


| developed by Chromatic Television 


mand” will be made available at | 





























of the week, with the preferred 
hitting a new high of 12 in Friday’s 
trading. The common'the same day 
hit 458 or only minor fraction 
from the 1954 high established the 
preceding week. Demand for the 
shares was linked with repeated 
rumors that an outside group was 
trying to obtain control of the com- 
pany. It will be recalled that this 
was denied at the annual stock- 
holders meeting. However, since 
that time there obviously has been 
considerable buying of the shares. 
Rep declared the usual 25c. quar- 
terly dividend on the preference 


‘month ended. Standout among the 
;newcomers are “Three Coins in a 
, Fountain” (20th), “Dial M For Mur- 
der” (WB) and “Long Wait” (UA). 
“Indiscretion of American Wif¢” 
(Cel), also new, is showing some 
promise despite the elongated title. 

“Flame and Flesh” (M-G), an- 
other newcomer, started perking 
somewhat in the final week to land 
eighth spot in national weekly rat- 
ings. Earlier it had been rather 
disappointing. “Mad Magician” 
(Col, also a fresh entrant, is spotty 
this far. ‘Prisoner of War” (M-G), 
also new, likewise was uneven, 


the subsidy picture is the firm op- | Laboratories, a Par affiliate, “are 
position of the indies to any fur- | "ow sufficiently developed to pro- 
ther such arrangement. Society of | Vide the popular-sized larger pic- 
Independent Motion Picture Pro-| ture to which the public is ac- 
ducers has made it clear that not customed, in high quality color. 
only will it not become a party to | He said the prices now being quot- 
such a deal, but it will actively op- | ed for color tv receivers have no 


showing nice strength in some lo- 
cations. 

“Best Years of Lives’* (RKO) and 
“Pinocchio,” also RKO, did best 
of reissues although latter had its 
best showings in April when 10th 


pose it both on the spot and in#telationship to the mass product in 


Washington where the _ Federal 
Trade Commission already has un- 
der inveStigation the relationship 
of MPEA and Italian Films Export. 














| More Harrassment 
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would not cooperate. Biberman 
called the union tactic ‘the final 
act of McCarthyism in the field of 
free communication in this com- 
munity,” and Terman said _his| 
theatre would not yield “under any | 
intimidation.” 


Meanwhile, both the picture and 
the house were blasted in a three- 
column, front page display in The 
Garfieldian, neighborhood news- | 
paper in the Cinema Annex locale. | 
Three-column headline called the 
pic, “Newest Red Propaganda, 
Film,” and the paper continued 
its long-standing campaign against | 
the theatre for constantly showing | 
“Communist propaganda pictures.” | 

Article, written by James Yog- | 
‘gerst, says in part: “It is obvious | 

. that whatever the merits of 


prospect #n the near future. “We 
believe,’ he said, “that before the 
next vear is over 21-inch color sets 


, will be selling for around $500.” 


Balaban also said that Interna- 
tional Telemeter Corp., another 
Par affiliate, although primarily 
concerned with pay-as-you-see tv, 
has made important scientific con- 


tributions in the development of | 
‘electronic memory” devices. He | 


said Telemeter had research con- 


tracts with the Office of Naval Re- | 


search, with the .Lincoln Labora- 
tory operated by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology under Air 
Force contract, and a supply con- 
tract with the Rand Corp., the 
agency doing research for the Air 
Force. He said negotiations’ are 


/now being concluded with other 


research outfits. 

Balaban said Telemeter'’s pay-as- 
you-see experiments at Palm 
Springs during the past winter 
“elearly established the technical 
proficiency of the system and the 
Willingness of the public to pay for 
Quality television entertainment in 
their homes.” He said the Palm 
Springs test had been concluded 
on May 15 and will be resumed on 


the film as art, they are incidental | Oct. 15. 


to the main purpose which is to 
spread the Communist line that 
all workers are downtrodden and 
all bosses are inhuman.” 


Garfieldian further names Ter- 


man, Cinema Annex owner, as 
chairman of the Chicago Council 
of American-Soviet 


which was described as “subversive 
and communistic.” 


In answer to a stockholder ques- 
tion, Balaban said that the former 
| profit-sharing deal for . “White 
| Christmas” in which Irving Berlin, 
| Bing Crosby and Paramount would 
each receive 33144% had been re- 
| vised, with each participant giving 


Friendship, up a little so that Danny Kaye} Ronde” 


jcould be included in the profit- 
sharing arrangement, 





ing nicely. 


j 


issue, which would indicate that 
Republic had little intention of 
loosening its control of the com- 
pany’s directorate. 


Paramount, another strictly film 
producing and distributing com- 





in ratings. “Years” continued do-| pany, edged to a new ’54 peak of 
“Jolson Story” (Col), | 325g early-in the week, and held 


|recut with new sound, etc., was on} there even on Friday when ex- 
|fhe disappointing side. For exam-| dividend. Still another film cor- 


|ple, the last week in May it was 
rated thin in Chi 
| Cincy. It is doing fairly well in 
;some spots. 


| “Guy With Grin’-“Girl For Joe,” | 
| package retitled from old combo | 


Of “No Time For Comedy” and 


‘Force of Arms,” respectively, by 
| WB, aid okay in Louisville and Buf- 
talo but not elsewhere. “Clash By 
Night’-“Double Dynamite,” RKO 
package, was rated modest in Min- 
neapolis. “Quo Vadis” (M-G) did 
good biz in Omaha. Another oldie 
combo, “Sun Valley Serenade”- 
“Orchestra Wives,” was brought 
| out by 20th-Fox: It did fairly well 
in Minneapolis, mainly on the fact 
that Glenn Miller and his band 
were plugged as being in both pix. 

“Arrow in Dust” (AA) was un- 
even for a new film. It was mild in 
Seattle, okay in N.Y., modest in 
K.C. and fair in Baltimore. “Riot 
in Cell Block 11” (AA) added some 
additional profitable dates during 
the month. “Casanova’s Big Night” 
(Par) displayed enough to cop a 
seventh place one week. “Lucky 
Me” (WB), fourth in April, and 
“Night People” (20th), which was 
fifth in that month, landed ninth 
ratings different week in May. 

“Bigamist” (FR) added some ad- 
ditional coin during the month. 
Same was true of “Naked Jungle” 
(Par), being especially good in Min- 
neapolis, St. Louis and Philly. “La 
(Hakim) ‘proved sock in 
Boston and Philly,. and continued 
big in N. Y. 





and okay in| 


| poration, Columbia Pix, soared to 
| new high ground at 25 as compared 
| with the 1954 top of 2514. Col com- 
|; mon did not perform as sensation- 
| ally as in the previous week when 
several brokerage houses claimed 
that the company bad another 
“Eternity” in -the forthcoming 
“Caine Mutiny.” With such advance 
optimism, some buyers envisioned 
higher dividends and possibly plac- 
ing the common on a cash divvy 
basis. Company long has fought 
shy of this, preferring to give out 
stock dividends, which naturally 
increases the number of outstand- 
ing shares. 


Loew’s, which has both pix pro- 
duction-distribution and theatres, 
since the company has not gone 
through divorcement, hit 1514 dur- 
ing the week, where it was exactly 
a quarter of a point from the year’s 
best figure. This price is regarded 
in the Street as high enough for a 
stock paying just 80c. per year. 

Still another film company, 20th- 
Fox held very firm around 20 to 
20%, + reflecting the renewed 
strength in this issue after an ex- 
tra 10c. quarter dividend was add- 
ed to the usual 25c for the current 
quarterly period. The shares had 
slumped~—shortly after Par dem- 
onstrated its VistaVision. 

Prize performer im the amuse- 
ment group was Eastman Kodak, 
which soared 212 points on Mon- 
day to a new 1954 high of 6314 
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eyes cea Amusement Stock Quotations 
20th Should Be Up-to-Date On | wee i 
Prints by Aug.'28 (N.Y. Stock Exchange) 
Delivery of one pietere . — For Week Ending Tuesday (1) a 
uctions with singletrac : : 
cahpuele aiid optical sound start- 1954 Weekly Vol.Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
ing June 19 will bring 20th-Fox; High Low . : in100s High Low Close for week 
up-to-date by Aug. 28, according to) 471, 1414 AmBr-ParTh 123 164 15% 15% — >% 
the sked set up by Al Lichtman,; 59° 4156 CBS,“A”... 13 581% 564% 564% —Il% 
20th director of distribution. 5814. 41144 CBS, “B” ... 3 5714 “5614 5614 —114 
Singletrack prints will go out OM) 951, 1934 Col. Pic. ..... 31 24% 23% 23% ##— 5% 
the following dates: “The Robe.”| 493, 914 Decea....... 165 10% 9% 10 mm 
June 19; “How to Marry a Million- 6314 4634 Eastman Kdk. 154 _ 6214 5914 5914 asin 
aire,” June 26; “Night People,”| 4534-1314 Loew's ...... 149° 15% 14%. 15 th 
July 3; “Prince Valiant,” July 10;)  7ag's 61g Nat. Thea... 111 6%  65@- 6% (+ '% 
“Hell and High Water,” July 17;| 395, 26% .Paramount .. 65 - 32% 31% . 31% “— % 
“Three Coins in the Fountain,”| 345, 23  Phileo ...... ll 33% 32% 39% +% 
July 24; “River of No Return,” July| 955, 9916 RCA ........ 288 27% 27% 27% —%% 
31; “King of the Khyber Rifles, 644 2% RKO Picts... 74 64 6 6.4 — 
Aug. 7; “Garden of Evil,” Aug. 14; 63% 416 RKO Thea. .. 174 634 6% 63% ne 
“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef,” Aug. 434 3 Republic uel 224 434 4% 4% a % 
21, and “Demetrius and the Gladi- 12% 10% Rep, pfd.... 53 12% 11% 12 + 56 
ators,” Aug. 28. : 17% 11% Stanley War.. 38 17 146% 6% — 
Standard 2-D versions of these) 9714 1934 20th-Fox .... 96 203% 20 20 ot 
releases will be provided later in 2314 18% Univ. Pix. ... 32 23 221% 227% + % 
the year but no dates have been}: 703% 6334 Univ. pfd.... *90 703% 69 20% .+ % 
set for them. Apart from, single-|’ 161, 1354 Warner Bros. 27 15% 1544 155% — % 
track sound, 20th will continue} 95¢ 637, “zenith ...... 19 674 6634 67 SE 
providing fourtrack magnetic “ : Stock Exch 
stereophonic sound prints for the- American Stock Exchange 
atres equipped to play them. 6 35g Allied Artists 48 4% 4% 4i%4 + % 
1134 9% Du Mont../.. 26 1014 10 10% _ 
14% 11% Technicolor . 122 ‘Sia git rate ww 14 
H 334 234 Trans-Lux .. 7 Y } L —_ 
Mild May Paced Over-the-Counter —— a 
t——— Continued from page 4 “7 
; , ; %- 10% 
up sixth for May, ranging as high Capitol Records .......... asskes cevien 8 8 
Hs fourth and fifth spots in weekly Chesapeake PmGeOTeR Z. 0.5 ders ceccvsss ris 4 ar 
showings. It was closely followed NN Oo Rk Faia s aap aca ee eee Sa : 4 pe ~ 
by “French Line,” also from RKO, Cinerama Prod. ....... eeeecees esece . A 1% 7 
despite a limited number of book- Color Corp. of Amer. ......eccsseeecece Pe ia 
ings so far. The Jane Russell ap- King Bros. ...... gtbeecetees baer sia Rs, Py. . 
peal and sexy bally plus contro- Polaroid... .. 2.2. Dios cs edhe eennwaee sks 3%, “i ao 
vers ? ial tri lied U. A. Theatres ...... exteas ek eaweeete tere 11% ~~ 
y over censorial trims pulie 1074 1154 7 
the trick for this one. This is the Walt Disney .......... Ed votes doeeeurhs “3 5 i+t % 
first month in some time that two * Actual Volume. 
RKO films have figured so import- (Quotations furnished by.Dreyfus & Co.) 
antly in national standings. 
“Prince Valiant” (20th), which 
was third in April, pred rents — } : 
lace, figuring in standings three | A t Sh St 
different weeks. “Miami Story” | musemen ares ron 
(Col) rounded out the Top Nine Seislintieg treus deat 4 
list. : 
“Genevieve” (U), “Rhapsody” | with the preferred also unusually mon and preferred hovered around 
(M-G) and “Yankee Pasha” (U)| strong and near the best price this|the old peaks for the year, latter 
_were the runner-up pix for the | year. Warner Bros. stock equalled | being sharply higher. The GPE 
‘month, finishing in that order. | the year’s top mark on Monday | common looked like it would go 
‘Pasha” was eighth in April while | (24) and held close to that point | through the roof at one time, in 
“Rhapsody” was ninth in the same | jn Jater general weakness. expectation of a stock. divvy be 
month. +, | sides the regular cash payment. 
A healthy array of strong prod- coking dae aan wine However, General Precision just 
uct was being launched as the P declared the usual quarterly, and 


the shares eased off somewhat. 





‘Suite’ Shapes 


aus Continued from page 4 








| DUNC SREET 
cluding the Hall’s total to date has 
registered a gross of $855,000. 
High for income per theatre is 
the Metro central division which 


reports a combined take of $225,- 
000 for the initial 45 situations. 


Metro’s all-star film hit $190,000 
in the midwest division on 25 runs 
while the West Coast division got 
$180,000 on 30 openings. The 
southwestern division shows $175,- 
000 for first 30° showings. 


“Suite” has held over in more 
than 52 situations so far. In nearly 
all keys, the pic has drawn enthus- 
iastic crix appraisal. This has 
helped considerably in smaller 
cities where reviews are followed 
faithfvily. Oddly enough, the pic- 
ture has been held over only in 
three spots so far im the eastern 
divisior which contains numerous 
sizable key cities. 


Strong showing by the picture 
was made despite a definite offbeat 
tone at the boxoffice generally in 
May. Even in the face of this, 
“Suite” was the national bo. 
champion in VarieEty’s survey for 
the month, with the gross total 
from 24 representative keys in that 
period being in excess of $1,000,- 
000, The keys, of course, do not 
include some shown in Metro’s 


summary for the.first 200 engage- 
ments. 





Bally Lost 


Continued from page 7 


interest in the forthcoming attrac- 
tion, at ‘least on the big-budget pro- 
ductions. Of course, this would in- 
volve spending some extra coin. 
Distribs are somewhat skeptical. 
View generally is that it’s much. 
wiser to concentrate all efforts on 
a film during the period immedi- 
ately prior to release and to thus 
strengthen the impact of the cam- 
pajgn at a time when people can 
satisfy their curiosity by actually 





| going to see the picture. Coin 
'spent in the interim wouldn't ac- 


General Precision Equipment com- , complish anything much, it’s said. 
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~=JANET LEIGH Edward Amold 


um FRED CLARK:SHEREE NORTH: PAUL JONES - NORMAN TAUROG 


Screenplay by JACK ROSE & MELVILLE SHAVELSON : From the Musical Comedy HAZEL FLAGG 


Book by Ben Hecht « Music by Jule Styne » Lyrics by Bob Hilliard + Based ona Story by James Street 
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LIVING IT UP ~ 

















It’s headed | 

to beat every 
Martin & Lewis 
gross to date 
...because 

it’s their 

first show 


based on a 


Broadway 


musical ! 
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Who, Us? You 





the point that the city intended to 
raise the salary of its employees, 
and that money would have to be 
found for that purpose. Also, that 
the Council was “bound by per- 
missive tax bills from the learned 
gentlemen at Albany” and that, 
while other means might be prefer- 
able of raising the coin, the city 
was limited as to the kind of taxes 
it could impose. 

“Our hands are tied,” one 
Councilman stated. “No one likes 
to impose a tax, and no tax is 
liked. But this still leaves us with 
the question of how to raise this 
money.” : 

With the theatres closed for the 
entire morning, employees headed 
for City Hall for a mass demon- 
stration against the tax. Estimates 
of the marchers carrying placards 
ranged from 5,000 to 8,000. Trucks 
cruised the streets around City. 
Hall bearing the legend: “Con- 
gress Helped Us, Mr. Mayor. You 
Want to Ruin Us,” and “Kill the 
5° Amusement Tax.’ Loudspeak- 
ers blared out with “There’s No 
Business Like Showbusiness” and 


the music floated through the hear- | 
ing room in such volume, presiding | 


Councilman Edward Cunningham 
ordered the doors closed. 

Every aspect of showbiz, from 
the legit stage to the bowling 
alleys, was repped at the hearing, 
each voicing the same complaint: 
Impose the tax and you'll ruin us. 


Brandt’s Point 


Harry Brandt. speaking for the 
Independent Theatre Owners 
group, termed the levy “unfair and 
discriminatory” and detailed the 
petitions to imdividual Councilmen 
which faced the committee in large 
boxes. He said a total of 850,000 
signatures had been collected by 
the theatres up to Monday (31) and 
he told each Councilman what the- 
atres were closed in his district. 
“Should be any terrible and. un- 
conscionable action this bill be- 
come law, the fight will continue,” 
he vowed. Later the committee 
was assured that in such an even- 
tuality the battle would be taken 
to Albany. - 

Committee members were con- 
tinually reminded by Brandt and 
others that dark theatres meant a 
business decline for surrounding 
stores also. Brandt figured that, 
with an estimated $3.500,000 tax 
bite, the city would suffer a $2,000,- 
000 loss from additional theatres 
shuttering. He pointed out that the 
number of houses in N.Y. had 
dropped from 594 in 1948 to 431 
at the present and that receipts 
had declined from $138,.500,000 in 
1948 to $73,600,000 in 1953. The 
vear 1954, he said, would see col- 
lections of about $71,000,000. 

Brandt was asked whether an 
amendment. stipulating an import 
on admissions over $1 only would 


help, and he replied in the affirm- | 
ative, stating that this would net 


the city $1,080,000. Councilmen 
frequently brought up the question 
of whether the poor economic s@ate 
of the industry was due to the tax 
or to a general slump. They also 
laid some stress on the fact that 
the public and not the theatres 
would. be required to pay. 

Exhibs replied that competition 
was such that an increase in ad- 


missions would certainly cause a) 


further deterioration of conditions, 


partly because the public wasn’t | 
They also} 


willing to pay more. 
defended themselves against the 


charge that they hadn’t passed on | 


savings from Congressional relief 
on the 20° admissions tax. Brandt 
maintained that houses showing a 


profit had indeed passed on the | 
10% saving while others—as _had | 
intended — had’ 


been originally 
kept it. 


COMPO general counsel Robert | 
Coyne traced the history of the in- | 


dustry’s fight to obtain admissions 
tax concessions from Congress, de- 
claring that imposition of the 5°% 
levy “would wipe away that relief.” 
Attendance in N. Y. is down to 
2,500,000 a week, he said, and will 
drop further if the tax goes 
through, It was shocking, he main- 
tained,. that N. Y¥. should be the 
leader in imposing new restraits 


at this time “when we have a} 


chance to fight for our lives.” 
“The theatre business is not 
dead, and we urge you not to kill 
it,’ he implored the Council. ‘‘Mis- 
use of taxing power can be expro- 
priation. If we cry wolf, expose us. 
If we tell the truth, save us.” The 
industry, he maintained, was on 
the downgrade “but it needn't be. 
We ask you to give us a chance to 


Continued from page 1 


Mean Dewey! 


help ourselves.” Prolonged ap- 
plause from the audience greeted 
Coyne’s remarks. 

Richard F. Walsh, IATSE prexy, | 
warned the Council that the tax 
might easily force the entertain- 
ment biz out to Nassau and Suffolk 
counties. He demanded to know 
why free tv shows weren't being 
assessed. Again the answer came 
that the city could only impose 
taxes it was empowered to impose 
by Albany. ~ 

Sam Rinzler of Randforce Amuse- 
ment addressed the committee, and | 
so did Ralph Bellamy for Actors | 
Equity. 

Several speakers, and particu- 
larly Brandt, alluded to original 
plans to “steamroller’’ the tax 
through the City Council. As the 
hearing broke up for the luncheon | 
recess, Councilman Cunningham 
announced that there would be a/| 
Council meet during that time. 
However, he promised Brandt that 
the Council wouldn't pass on the 
tax at that time. 


























Freewheelings 
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then submitted to the full arbitra- 
tion committee when it recon- 
venes. 

The compromise agreement also 
provides that the full committee 


could be reconvened at regular in- 
tervals—preferably a 90-day period 
—to study additions of arbitrable 
items if any should come up. Dur- 
ing the three-day hassle which 
ended Wednesday (26), the ex- 
hibs had favored the arbitration 
of any and all disputes excepting 
film rentals, while the distribs 
wanted the issues to be spelled 
out specifically in advance. 

The sub-committee, which in ac- 
tuality is the drafting committee, 
eonsists of exhibitor reps S. H. 
(Si) Fabian, Theatre Owners “of | 
America; Leo Brecher, Metropoli- 
tan Motion Picture Theatres Assn.: 
Max A. Cohen, Independent The- 
atre Owners Assn., and TOA gen- 
eral counsel Herman M. Levy as 
as counsel. Distrib spokesmen are 
Al Lichtman. 20th; Abe Montague, 
Columbia; Alfred E. Schwalberg, 
Paramount, and Adolph Schimmel, 
Universal, as counsel. U's sales 
chief Charles Feldman will serve 
as an alternate, with exhib alter- 
nates being appointed when re- 
quired. 

Drafting committee, among its 
other tasks, will salso consider 
means to finance the arbitration 
plan. Under consideration is a 
system of industry short subjects, 
ithe revenue from which would go | 
| toward building a revolving fund. | 


Chi Starved 
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| Castle, Dolores Donlon, and Shawn | 
Smith, the visiting trio. “Long 
| Wait” preemed without  search- | 
| lights or other «sidewalk demon- 


| stration but amassed its hefty total 
on the basis of Mickey Spiilane’s 
authorship and the day-by-day pub- 
| licity beforehand. 

Woods general manager Ralph 
Smitha said the personal appear- | 
ances were “a major factor in the | 
picture’s success here and will al-! 
ways be an asset, whether or not! 
the personality is a big star.” It 
follows too that the promotion of 
tyro film stars is greatly helped 
by the p.a.’s. 

There have been times too in 
the recent past when appearances , 
in connection with pix failed to | 
help grosses greatly. Most glaring | 
case was the dismal drawing power | 
|of “Bait” last winter, albeit its| 
| Star, Cleo Moore, received plenty | 

local and national publicity for her | 
| “kiss of fire” episode with Chi tele- | 

interviewer Jack Eigen. Two! 
| clinched in a mighty prolonged | 
buss before the kliegs, which led | 
_to Eigen’s dismissal from WBKB 
for “extreme bad taste.” Publicity | 
| shouldn’t have been detrimental to. 

Miss Moore or her pic, but the 
| receipts were the smallest of the 
season for the United Artists The- | 

atre, where the pic played. 
There’s no guessing in advance | 
| how helpful film star appearances | 
| Will be, but it’s certain that Misses 
| Castle, Donlon and Smith hypoed 
| the sale of “Long Wait” in the 
‘ Windy City. 


| 
| 


| ligious 


, the most part, have to pay the high- 
| est advertising rates in the news- 


UNDER-REPORTS CHARGED 


Six Distribs. Sue Plaza, Portland, 
Ore.—Owner Now Dead. 








Portland, Ore., June 1. 

Six motion picture distributing 
companies last week sued the own- 
er of the Plaze Theatre, charging 
that the theatre under reported re- 
ceipts. On many films, the man- 
agement “fraudulently and inten- 
tionally” reported less than the 
number of admissions paid, accord- 
ing to the suits in federal court. 

Named defendants are the estate 
of Charles L. McNeil and the ad- 
ministratrix of the estate, Carlie 
S. McNeil. McNeil died last year. 


Each of the six distributing com- 
panies is asking $5,000 punitive 
damages and at least $3,000 actual 
damages each for a period dating 
back to 1946. 

Bringing suit are 20th Fox, UI, 
UA, WB, MGM, and Par. 









Pix Biz Fenced 


Contizued from page 5 


sell 16m versions of their pix to 
tv. On the other hand, no move is 
being made to force the tv net- 
works to make their programs 
available to closed-circuit thea- 
tre tv. ° 


Almost every other industry in 
the United States has free reign 
to choose its own dealers or sell 
its product through its own out- 
lets. But not the pix biz. -With 
Loew’s the last of the film com- 
panies to be split into separate 
theatre and picture firms—as a re- 
sult of government decrees, the 
end of an old order will have ar- 
rived in the industry, with exhibi- 
tion and _ production-distribution 
going separate ways. 

Other examples on restrictions 
of free enterprise in the industry 
are rules governing the distribu- 
tion of product—the exhib may be 
outbid for product, the distrib may 
be under court injunction to pro- 
vide films for specific houses, the- 
atres—as in Chicago—may be lim- 


| ited on the time they can show 


each ‘picture. . 

While freedom of expression is 
a time-honored American right, it 
apparently doesn’t apply to the 
picture industry. Newspapers, mag- 
azines, radio, tv can say what they 
want without fear of prior censor- 
ship, but not the film biz. Pictures, 
despite Supreme Court decisions, 
must be okayed by censor boards 
in about a half a dozen states be- 
fore they can be shown on local 
screens. 

The industry, unlike any other 
American business, is harassed by 
individual pressure groups, fr - 
ing from foreign coyntries to fe- 
denominations. Foreign 
countries object when one of their 
nationals is depicted as a villain. 
Religious groups protest moral is- 
sues which may apply only to their 
own beliefs. Be it a doctor, lawyer 
or Indian chief, they'll protest if a 
member of their group is not por- 
trayed to their liking. 

While many industries in this 
country are permitted to fix prices 
according to estab’ished laws, let 
the film biz try it and the protests 
are heard from Maine to Califor- 
nia. Local newspapers even regard 


| theatres fis something apart. While | 


department stores receive special 
low advertising rates, theatres, for 


paper. 

It’s no different abroad. The 
picture biz is told how many pic- 
tures it can bring into a country, 
how much money it can take out. 
In addition, it is subject to vari- 
ous taxes levied by individual for- 
eign governments. 

To a certain degree, the Govern- 
ment’s interference with the in- 
dustry is the industry’s own fault. 
Bitter feuds between the major 
companies and the independent ex- 





_ Map Tax Drive 
¥———— Continued from page 5 


N. Y. exhibs to tell the statistical 
side of the theatres’ plight in the 
face of the 5% levy. .Sindlinger, 


anti-tax argument before the City 
Council’s finance committee yes- 
terday (Tues.). said he has been 
getting “outstanding cooperation” 
from worried theatremen. He set 
up headquarters at the Astor Hotel 
to collect material for his report. 

To dramatize the seriousness of 
the situation, and as part of the 
determined effort to harness public 
resentment as an added _ induce- 
ment for the Mayor to change his 
mind, the emergency committee of 
the industry arranged for a brown- 
out of Times Square marquees 
Monday (31). Houses: weren't 
closed but didn’t open their doors 
until after noon yesterday to per- 
mit employees to attend a mass 
protest demonstration at City Hall. 
Coney Island also went dark Mon- 
day night and so did a number of 
shopping establishments in a sym- 
pathy gesture. 

Theatres last week began run- 
ning trailers protesting the levy 
and set up lobby desks to collect 
signatures. Plans also were laid 
to use COMPO’s film made at the 
time of the fight against the 20% 
admissions tax to convince the city 
fathers of their folly in imposing 
the 5% tax. 

There was comment that, apart 
from the petitions to various Coun- 
cilmen, a direct appeal would be 
made to the Mayor, an effort which 
failed when the Board of Estimate 
okayed the tax. It was pointed 
out, however, that the tax idea 
originated in the Mayor’s office, so 
that any suth appeal very likely 
would be futile, 

“Tf that tax .goes through, the 
Mayor is going to be under no illu- 
sion whatever who's for and who’s 
against him,” one exhib. declared 
with some vehemence. Wagner 
has claimed that the “tax would 
bring the city ‘around $17,000,000. 
At various rallies it has been point- 
ed out that, in- actuality, the city 
would gain but a fraction of that 
amount, possibly around $3,000,000. 


Cite Closures 


Large ads taken out in all of the 
city’s papers by the craft unions 
last week cited the fact that 143 
theatres had closed in the various 
boroughs and that another eco- 
nomic decline brought on by the 
tax would create widespread unem- 
ployment. Editorials uniformly de- 
plored the levy and urged the 
Mayor to go slow lest, as the N. Y. 
Daily Mirror put it, he might kill 
the goose. The N. Y. Times thought 
a tax on parking would be prefer- 
able. 

Charges of politics were raised 
from the moment the Mayor indi- 
cated what he had in mind. In 
N. Y. last week, Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey said it would be ‘‘a tragedy” 
should the city government “pun- 
ish the people for its political pur- 
poses.” To which Mr. Wagner re- 
plied: ‘‘Political Hogwash.” 

Reflecting the entire industry’s 
concern lest the N. Y. City action 
set a precedent all over the coun- 
try, Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica prexy Eric Johnston wired the 
Mayor that “imposition of a new 
local admissions tax would be a 
reeling blow to N. Y. motion pic- 
ture theatres.” He added that “it 
is bound to set a pattern of similar 
local taxes all over the country 
because New York is the theatre 
center of the world.” Johnston 
warned that “the proposed tax 
would set in motion another cycle 
of theatre closings in New York 
and elsewhere.” 

Suggestion that the city put a 
bite on free radio and tv shows 
which are attended by an average 
3,000,000 persons annyally came 
from Al Manuti, president of Local 
802 of the American Federation of 








hibitors led to the antitrust suits 
which resulted in a split of the 
theatre and picture holdings. In 
addition, litthe attempt has been 
made to work out the problems 
within the industry and, at the 


first sign of a dispute, there is a| 


tendency on the part of exhibs to 
run to the government for help. 
Even now, when an attempt is 
being made to set up an arbitration 
system so as to avoid further gov- 
ernment intervention, there are 
still threats among certain groups 
that additional appeals will be 
made to the government. Not too 
long ago, Bennie Berger, head of 
North Central Allied, threatened to 
appeal to the government to regu- 
late the pix biz much in the same 


| manner as a public utility, 





Musicians at a rally in N. Y, Fri- 
|day (28). He also wanted a $50 
|a year impost on the city’s 12,000 
,to 15,000 jukeboxes. Al Kopf, the 
,local’s v.p., maintained that musi- 
|cians are fighting the worst unem- 
ployment’ situation in the city’s 
| history: and that the tax would in- 
tensify their difficulties. 

' Meanwhile, reps from all seg- 
ments of N. Y.’s entertainment in- 
dustry went on radio and tv to 
carry their antitax message to the 
public. Many theatre marquees 
throughout the city carried the 
legend: “Kill the Movie Tax.” 





Joan Crawford to Dallas, San 
Antonio, Houston and Fort Worth 
this week (1-4) with her latest, 
i“Johnny Guitar,” 





whose report was utilized in the ; 


Col, Techni Install New 
Panatar Printing System 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Installation of the Micro Panatar 
Printing System, a new anamor- 
phie optical process designed to 
convert standard films to any wide- 
screen ratio, or reduce wide films 
to standard dimensions, have been 
completed at the Columbia studio 
and the Technicolor plant. Robert 
Gottschalk, head of Panavision, 
Inc., also announced that other 
units will soon be installed on two 
more major lots. 

Micro Panatar, according to 
Gottschalk, was invented to com- 
plement. Pafavision’s Super Pana- 
tar Projection System for use in 
theatres, The projection system, 
he said, is easily adjustable for 
any aspect ratio from 2.66 to 1.33 
and is adaptable to any projector 
or lens. The printer, he added, is 
capable of enlarging or squeezing 
from any photographed aperture 
ratio without loss of quality. Gotts- 
chalk holds exclusive sales rights 
to the Micro Panatar Printing Sys- 
tem while Radiant Screen Corpora- 
tion, Inc., of Chicago, has exclusive 
Sales and di8twibution rights to the 
Super Panatar Projection System. 


Orthodox Priest 


aaa Continued from page 7 











to take the advice that is their 
business, 


“T do object most strenuously — 
and-I believe every good American 
should object also — when any 
group in this country, religious or 
otherwise, under any protext what- 
soever undertakes to bring about a 
situation in which all the rest of 
us Americans are to be deprived of 
seeing something to which that 
particular group objects, and there- 
by deprive us of the opportunity 
and right to decide for ourselves 
whether their objections are valid 
or meritorious.” 


The minister applied the words 
“vicious, audacious, autocratic and 
puny” to the Catholic effort and 
asked how these objectors would 
like it if they themselves were to 
be “boycotted” for what many fel- 
low citizens might consider an un- 
fair boycott. Pallas described the 
attempted boycott as “hitting De- 
mocracy below the belt” and said 
that he hoped “Americans would 
never reach a point where they 
may prefer censorship to free dis- 
cussion.” 







¥ 2 * * 
unicinalities 
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try, an estimate which the indus- 
try regards far out of line. 

That local governments are al- 
ways alert te step in is pointed up 
in many instances, the most receni 
of course; being New York’s at- 
tempt. Other smaller cities in the 
country have also tried and some 
have levied taxes following the 
Federal government’s 10% cut. 
Even when state governments re- 
peal their taxes, the local munici- 
palities move in. For example, 
when Ohio abandoned its 3% state 
tax in. 1948, more than 80 cities 
and towns immediately imposed 
taxes of their own. In Pennsylvania 
more than 300 cities, towns, bor- 
oughs and school districts have ad- 
mission taxes, In Philadelphia the 
bite is 10%. 

In addition to the tax on admis- 
sions, many states collect license 
fees from amusements. In 1953, 36 
states collected $5,066,000 from 
this source, a new post-war all- 
time high. 


New Titles 


aum=- Continued from page 5 &— 


Star.” Although not officially 
stated, apparent reason for the 
title change is that neither 
“Comedy” nor “Force” were world 
beaters their first time around. 
Republic recently issued 4@ 
whole katch of reissues which were 
completely retitled, reedited, and 
in some instances rescored. Pur-, 
pose, according to Rep, was to pro- 
vide the market, particularly the 
smaller product-hungry situations, 
with pix to carry them over the 
shertage period. For many of the 
outlets, Rep said, the pictures, al- 
though reissues, had a semblance 
of ‘“‘newness” since they had never 

















played the theatres before. 
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TH SCOTT - DAN DURYEA 
er TECHMICOLOR. me 
vite BOLORES MORAN + EMILE MEYER - HARRY CAREY, Jr. + ALAN HALE, Jr. i453 
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Clips From Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Arthur Davis set his French im- 
port, “Dreams of Love,” to preem 
at Plaza Theatre June 5. 

Frank J. Shea, formerly direc- 
tor of tele and commercial sales 
for March of Time, named direc- 
tor of industrial sales for John 
Sutherland Productions. 

Four RKO Theatre managers 
copped laurels in Walt Disney 
“Living Desert” promotion contest. 
They're Ray Malone, RKO Alden, 
Jamaica; Richard Clark, RKO Cas- 
tle Hill; Jack Reis, RKO Royal; 
and John Thomas, RKO Bushwick, 
Brooklyn. 


ST. LOUIS 


Failing biz caused Nat Fitz- 
jarrald to close his Mars, Martins- 
ville, Ull., which he operated for 
15 years. 

Paul Harrington, operator of an 
ozoner and a house in Calvert 
City, Ky., building second ozoner 
near Benton, Ky. 

George Pliakos, owner of the 
Regal, St. Louis, discharged from 
the Jewish hospital. ; ; 

All proceeds from opening night 
showing of “Elephant Walk” at 
the Heart, Effingham, Il1., turned 
over the committee handling the 
town’s Centennial celebration. 


LOS ANGELES 


Herman Rosen, general manager 
of Royal Theatre chain in the 
Hawaiian Isiands, closed deal for 
11 Paramount pictures under cir- 
cuit’s newly adopted first-run 
policy. 

Fox West Coast appointed James 
Runte Division manager for North- 
ern California, succeeding M. 
Spence Leve, who was moved to 
Los Angeles as assistant to the cir- 
cuit’s general manager, Edwin F. 
Zabel 





Harry P. Brueggemann, previ- 
ously with Color Corp. of America, 
joined Pathe Laboratories as chief 
process. engineer in charge of 
engineering. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Mrs. J. J. Parker back at work as 
head of her chain after being sick 
for two weeks. 

Jay Robinson, 20th-Fox character 
actor, here on a speaking tour, to 
visit other Evergreen houses in 
area. Oscar Nyberg set tight sked 
up for him. 

Paramount fieldman Walter Hoff- 
man here to set campaign on new 
—s with Paramount manager 

ick Newton. 

Evergreen’s rebuilt Fox Theatre 
set to open first week in July. 

Oregon Clover Club shutters for 
indefinite period. No plans for re- 
opening. 

Tempest Storm packing the Cap- 
itol in first frame, and held for a 
second. 

Leon Z. Gray, character actor, 
turned maitre d’ at Amato’s Supper 
es has written a tune, “Baller- 

na.” 





ALBANY 
Harry Alexander, Universal 
salesman here for the last three 


years, resigned last week to take | 23 


over Middletown Drive-In at Mid- 
dietown, Orange County. He 
leased it from Harry Lamont, who 
had operated the ozoner for seven 
years. 

Arthur Steele, owner of the 
Drive-In, White Plains, and of sub- 
sequent-run house in Jacksonville, 
Fla., leased the Overlook ozoner, 
Poughkeepsie, from Lamont. Gerry 
Schwartz stays as manager. 

Harry Lamont promoted Carl 
Bovee from assistant manager of 
Vail Mills Drive-in, near Glovers- 
ville, to manager of the Rock Hill 
ozoner, Sullivan County. 

Saul J. Ullman, Fabian division 
manager, honored at a Variety 
Club dinner for his efforts as 


chairman of the Big Brother 
Committee. 
MINNEAPOLIS 


With elimination of stereophonic 
soun@ and demand, Bennie Berger 
preparing two of his circuit’s thea- 
tres at Fergus Falls and St. Peter, 
Minn., to qualify for “The Robe’ 
and other C’Scope releases. 

Republic set “Johnny Guitar” 
into United Paramount's two top 
houses in this area, Radio City 
here and the St. Paul Paramount 
day-date. 

Cinerama, going into seventh 
Century week here, has a $160,000 
advance sale into mid-July or as 
far ahead as tickets now are being 


Twin Cities conventional theatre, 
mut gets its Minneapolis-St. Paul 
arst-run at the local 106 Twins 
ozoners theatre for a minimum 
three-week run starting June 2. 
Originally announced by _ the 
State here as a 3-D offering, “Dial 
M for Murder,” instead is playing 
in 2-B, the only way it’s being re- 
leased in this car 
Charlie Winchell, United Para- 
mount circuit assistant president, 
elected veepee of Minnesota sec- 
tion of ®nited Cerebral Palsy for 
which he recently directed a highly 
successful telethon here. 
Terrace, top nabe house here, 
celebrated fifth birthday week by 
passing out free coffee and cake 
plus candy bars and balloons for 
children. 


CHICAGO . 


Jimmy Shields, B&K treasurer, 
donated services as auditor for last 
week’s crebral . palsy telethon. 
B&K’s Abe Platt served as coor- 
dinator. 

Danny Newman installed new 
marquee at Astor to continue re- 
furbishing -trend around Loop. 
Clarke Theatre launches redecorat- 
ing drive this week. 

James Butcher, who recently re- 
opened Mar Theatre in Wilming- 
ton, Ill, bought Wilton Theatre 
from Anderson circuit in same 
town. 

Film public relations firm of 
Howard G. Mayer and Dale 
O’Brien converted last week from 
partnership to corporation. 
Paramount demonstrating Vista- 
Vision to exhibitors, tv commenta- 
tors and press today (Wed.) at Chi- 
cago Théatre, with Y. Frank Free- 
man, Par Studios topper, and tech- 
nical adviser Dr. Charles R. Daily 
giving explanations. 

Juan Chacon, one of leads in 
“Salt of Earth,” made personal 
Friday (28) at Cinema Annex for 
Chi preem. 

Sam Lesner, Daily News film re- 
viewer, back after being bedridden 
for a week. , 

J. Duffy Ryan is new chief ju 
tice in Seventh District Court of 
Appeals which hears film cases. 


PHILADELPHIA 


John C. Fisher, of Sharon, Pa., 
member of Pennsylvania Board of 
Censors, retired last week at ex- 
piration of his term. Gov. John S. 
Fine named Mrs. Jewel M. Frank, 
of Pittsburgh, his successor. 

Film majors instituted suit in 
Common Pleas Court’ against 
George Resnick, owner of the 
Cayuga, Vogue and Dell theatres, 
over percentages. Resnick and 
George Fisherman had filed an 
anti-trust suit against the majors 
on behalf of the Dell in U. S. Dis- 
trict Court last year. 

To forestall any amusement tax 
levies, Melvin J. Fox, president of 
corporation which owns the new 
Towne Theatre, Levittown Pa., has 
proposed a $5,000 flat payment by 
the theatre to the Tulleytown 
Schoo! Board. Fox said the amount 
would not. be added to the regular 
admission price. 

“Caine Mutiny” set for William 
Goldman’s Randolph starting June 


Bucks County Drive-In, Willow 
Grove, Pa., skedded for debut early 
this month. 

The Towne Theatre, Levittown, 
Pa., first house built in the Del- 
aware valley since 1950, opened 
May 30. House is a 1,200-seat de- 
luxer. Melvin J. Fox, owner, says 
sereén will accommodate C’Scope, 
VistaVision and closed circuit TV. 

Film starlets Dolores Donlon, 
Peggie Castle and Shawn Smith in 
town last week to exploit pic, “The 
Long Wait.” Miss Donlon is former 
local femme known as Pat Vaniver. 

Testimonial dinner to Jock 
Hardy, manager of the Ritz Carlton 
Hotel, is planned for last week in 
June. The Ritz, fave show biz hos- 
tel for 30 vears, will shutter July 
1 to make way for an office build- 


ing. 
PITTSBURGH 


_ Eli Kaufman, who operated an 
indie poster exchange here for 
years until five months ago and 
who has been selling tv trailers for 
National Screen since then, now is 
rep for Filmack. 

John McGreevey, Harris circuit’s 
chief booker and buyer who also 
books for outside theatres. now 
servicing Orpheum in Connellsville 
as well as the Soisson there. 

Paul Reith, RKO office manager, 
re-elected president of the Film 





> sold, 


Fay Dressell, RKO branch man- 


ager, claims 50 spots in the terri- | 


tory have booked “French Line” 
which has been unable to line up a 


|following officers: 
‘prexy, Vincent Coll 


Row Rowling League, and Jay An- 
gel, WB exchange cashier, will be 
the treasure again. 

Local 3 of IATSE has elected 
Ralph Quinn, 


Doyle, recording secretary and 
business agent; John Shelton, 
financial secretary; Julian Drob, 
treasurer; and Edward McGrath, 
trustee, 

Grand Theatre in Corry, closed 
and unused for the last 15 years, 
dismantled; will be remodeled into 
storerooms, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Philips leased the 
Grand in Philippi, W. Va., to Earl 
Young, former Stanley-Warner cir- 
cuit manager in Punxsutawney, 
Pa., and Clarksburg, W. Va. 

John (Jake) Blatt celebrating his 
silver anni in theatre business this 
month. In June, 1929, he acquired 
the Rex in Corry from John B. 
Rodgers. 

Odd Fellows Lodge 667 in ‘Young- 
wooa, Pa. purchased the Blatt 


Building is to be remodeled and 
made avsilable for community as 
well as}. g- purposes. 

Fioyd Warren is managing town’s 
newest ozoner, 1,000-car Greater 
Pittsburgh Drive-In, which opened 
over Memorial Day weekend. Out- 
door theatre is owned by his fa- 
ther, Joseph Warren. who also op- 





erates the Super 30 and Rose 
ozoners. 

BOSTON 
James A. Feloney, 20th-Fox 


sales manager, upped to branch 
manager here, replacing James M. 
Connolly, who was recently pro- 


pany. Connolly will a the 
New England, Albany, Buffalo and 
New Haven branches. In further 
reshuffling, John Pecos was pro- 
moted from salesman to sales man- 
ager with Frank Keller moving up 
from booker to salesman. 

Sponsored by National Allied, a 
group of near 75 exhibitors repre- 
senting approximately 500 theatres 
attended a meeting with Hal Make- 
lim at the Hotel Bradford last 
week. Producer Makelim outlined 
his plan to produce 12 “A” pix 
each year, and delivered a pitch 
for local exhibs to sign up for his 
new plan. Estimated that exhibs, 
representing about 200 theatres, 
signed as subscribers to the plan, 
with others taking advantage of 30- 
day period to mull it over. 


agement, appointed regional chair- 
man for eastern section for Will 
Rogers Hospital Salute slated for 
month of July. 

George Murphy in town for 
couple of days to preside as toast- 
master at Variety Club’s Great 
ala Award dinner at Hotel Stat- 
er. 

Lawrence Laskey, E. M. Loew 
associate, who’s headed the Boston 
Committee for bonds for Israel for 
last three years a ems New 
England regional cha for an- 
nual drive. 

Signed by all Hub film critics, an 
“Award of Achievement” was pre- 
sented to Danny Kaye, in absentia, 
at a cocktail party at the Press Club 
last week. Jack Brown, Paramount 
branch manager accepted the cita- 
tion for Kaye. 

DALLAS 

W. W. Lewis named manager of 
the Oleander Drive-In, Galveston. 
Bill Corbell named to replace 
Lewis as manager of Cowtown 
Drive-In, Fort Worth. Corbell 
comes from Roxy Drive-In, San 
Angelo. 

K. T. Harris of Tyler leased the 
Edgewood in Edgewood, and has 
reopened it as the Buckaneer 
Theatre. 

Bill J. Hardy, manager of Main 
Theatre at Nacogdoches since May, 
1952, resigned to become owner 
and manager of New Texan Thea- 
tre to be opened there upon com- 
pletion of facelifting. 

M. E. Hamm sold the Hunt and 
Trail ozoners at Greenville, to his 
brother, V. E. Hamm, of Lawton, 
Okla. Monroe Wright named 
manager of both drive-ins. 

Bill Berg and Milt Schaffern, 
two of Walt Disney’s top story 
men and chalk-talk artists, mak- 
ing three-week tour of 21 Texas 
communities to plug the reissue of 
“Pinnocchio.” 

Star Theatre reopened near en- 
trance to Fort Sam Houston, San 
Antonio. Dualers will be used 


with house running only at night. 
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date theatres are over the eounty 
line, and outside Fairchild’s juris- 
diction. Their county prosecutors 
said the matter hadn't been called 
to their attention. 

Greater Indianapolis, which 
normally plays RKO films first run 
at the Circle or Indiana, passed up 
“The French Line.” 

It would be the first case of a 
film showing stopped by censor- 
| Ship here, in case Fairchild’s ban 
| Sticks. Efforts to halt “The Outlaw” 








» veepee; Phil j failed, 


Bros. theeatre there for $10,500. $5 


moted to division manager for com- | $4 


Phil Smith, prez of Smith Man- 












ST. LOUIS 


(Continued from page 11) 
and “Make Haste to Live” (Rep). 
$10,500. e 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,172; 51-69)— 
“Beachhead” (UA) and ‘ dia 
(M-G). Fair $12,000. Last week, 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G) and 
“Battle River Rogue” (Col), $11,- 
000. 


heum (Loew’s) (1,500; 51-69) 
_*Flame and Flesh” (M-G) and 
“Battle River Rogue” (Cel). Okay 
week, “Executive 
“Battle River 
Rogue” (Col) (2d wk), same. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000;82) 
—“Murder on Monday” (Indie). 
Good $4,000. Last week, “Thy 
Neighbor's Wife” (20th), $3,500. 

Richmond (St. L. Amus.) (400;82) 
—"“Living Desert” (Disney). Fancy 
$3,500. Last week, “Yellow Bal- 
loon”. (AA), $3,000. 

St. Louis (St. L. Amus.) (4,000; 
69)—"“Three Coins in Fountain” 
(20th). Nice $13,000 or near. Last 
week, “River No Return” (20th), 
$11,500. on 

Sh Oak (St. L. Amus. = 
a2) Living Desert” (Disney). Tall 
000. Last week, “Genevieve” (U) 
(2d wk.), $3,500. 


Denver Sags But ‘Dial’ 
Smooth 126; ‘Coins’ 136 


Denver, June 1. 


Current roynd shapes very slow 
here, with o two pix above av- 
erage. “Dial M For Murder” looms 
sturdy at Paramount. “Three Coins 
in Fountain” is rated sock at the 
Centre. Otherwise, the b.o. is 
mighty slim. Long holiday weekend 
simply meant that the large bulk 
of cinema patrons here went to the 
country, and nobody came to town 
to take their places. ’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Rome 11 o'clock” (Indie). Poor 
$1,000. Last week, on reissues. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)\—“‘Sunderin” (Indie). Sad $5,- 
000. Last week, “Prisoner of War” 
(M-G) $7,000. . 

Centre (Fox) (1,247; 60-$1) — 
“Three Coins in Fountain” (20th). 
Fancy $13,000. Holding. Last week, 





“River No Return” (20th) (4th wk- 


4 days, $6,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—"Elephant Walk” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $7,500. Last week, $10,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-85) — 
“Johnny Guitar” (Rep) and “Sun 
Shines Bright” (Rep). Light $7,000. 
Last week, “Siege at Red River” 
(20th) and “Miss Robin Crusoe” 
(20th), $5,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 50-85) — 
“Johnny Guitar” (Rep) and “Sun 
Shines Bright” (Rep). Mild $2,000. 
Last week, “Siege Red River” 
(20th) and “Miss Robin Crusoe” 


(20th), $1,500. 
(RKO) (2,600; 50-85)— 
“Student Prince” ‘(M-G). Mild 


$8,000. Last week, ‘‘Mad Magician” 
(Col) and “Black Glove” (Lip), 
$6,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 50- 
85)—""Dial M for Murder” (WB) 
and “Personal Affair’ (UA). Sturdy 
$12,000. Last week, “Flame and 


Flesh” (M-G) and “Iron Glove” 
(Col), $12,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85) — 


“Lone Gun” (UA) and “Kill Him 
for Me” (UA). Slow $3,000. Last 
week, on reissues. 

Vogue (Pike) (442; 74-90)—“Jus- 
tice Is Done” (Burstyn). Fair 
$1,700. Last week, on reissue. 





Omaha Slow; ‘Guitar’ 
Nice 10'4G, ‘Flame’ 4G 


Omaha, June 1. 
Offish b.o. trend continues here 
with few of new entries causing 
much stir. Summerish weather is 
contributing to the lag. Best this 


round is “Johnny Guitar,” with al. 


geod total at the Orpheum. “Miami 
Story” is slim at Brandeis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-75)-— 
“Miami Story” (Col) and “Black 
Glove” (Lip). Slim $4,500. Last 
week, “Queen of Sheba” (Lip) and 
“Limping Man” (Lip), $4,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 50-35) 
$8.0cK aod . (U) ireweene). Mild 

000. st wee “Rhapsody” 
(M-G), $6,500. * ee 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,890: 60- 
80)—“Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Good 
$10,500. Last week, “Riot Cell 
Block -—" (AA) and “Paris Play- 
boys” (AA), $10,000. 

State (Goldberg) (875: 50-65)— 
“Flame and Flesh” (M-G). Average 
$4,000 or near. Last week, “Quo 
Vadis” (M-G) (reissue), $4,500. 





, 0° 9 De 
Balto NSG; ‘Coins’ Big 
6 > wee 
$15,000, ‘Incas’ Mild 86, 
6 “ bd o ? 
Guitar’ 5G, ‘Dial M’ 9G 
Baltimore, June 1. 
Long weekend lineup for new 
Orioles baseball outfit plus ‘ideal 
weather is nicking holiday week 
film boxoffice here. Returns for 
fresh product are disappointing. 
“Three Coins In The Fountain” 
looks nice at th’ New but “Dial 
M for Murder” ; fair at the Stan- 
ley. “Flame Ai:" Ytesh” is below 
hopes at the Century but still okay, 
“Johnny Guitar’ is good at May- 
fair. “Siege At Red River” is dull 
at Hipp. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
45-75)—"‘Flame And Flesh” (M-G), 
Below hopes at.$8,500. Last week, 
aes Suite” (M-G) (3d wk), 





Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,100: 
35-50-85) — “Siege hed River* 
(20th). Slow $7,500. Last week, 
“Carnival Story” (RKO), $11,500. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 30- 
46-75)—“‘Secret Of Incas” (Par). 
Mild $8,000. Last week, “Arrow In 
Dust” (AA), $7,500. 

Little (Rappaport) (310; 50-$1.10) 
—“Julius Caesar” (M-G) (4th wk). 
awe good at $4,000 after $4,400 for 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-44-70)— 
“Johnny Guitar” (Rep). Good $5,- 
000. Last week, “Wicked Woman” 
(20th), $3,300. 

(Mechanic) (1,800; 35-$1) 
—“Three Coins Ii: #Fountain” 
(20th). Big $15,000 or near. Last 
week, “River No Return” (20th) (3d 


wk), $6,500. 
Playhouse (Schwaber) (420; 50- 
$1)—“Genevieve” (U) (4th wk). 


Holding nicely at %4,000 after $4,- 
200 in third. 
Stanley (W (3,200; 3::-80)— 
“Dial M For Murder” (WB. Fair 
$9.000 but below hopes. Last wee 
“Guy With Grin” (WB) and “Gir 
For Joe” (WB) (reissues), $6.000. 
Town (Rappaport) (1.600; 30-$1) 
—“Rose Marie” (M-G) (3d wk). Oke 
$7,500 after $9,000 in second. 


. PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 10) 
holiday. Last week, third of “River 
of No Return” (20th), $5.000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 85-$1.10)— 
“Student Prince” (M-G). Only pic 
in town overcoming all the ob- 
stacles. Looks $13,500. Under or- 
dinary conditions this would be 
just fair but with the transport 
strike it’s almost g:cat. Last week, 
“Beachhead” (UA), $8,000. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 65-85)— 





“Holly and Ivy” (Indie) (2d wk). 
So-so $2.000. week, $3.000. 
Stanley (SW) (3,800; &©5-85)— 


“Dial M for Murder” (W383; Shoot- 
ing for $8,500, very ordinary but 
under today’s setup here its rated 
okay. Last week, “Carnival Story” 
(RKO), $7,000. 

Warner (SW) (1,200; $1.25-$2.6) 
—‘Cinerama” (Indie) (25th wk). 
Up a bit to good $10,000 on 
strength of extra shows and tie-in 
with Yello Cab. Last week, $9,000. 


Katzman Gives Staff 
Paid Six-Week Vacation 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Sam Katzman, Columbia pro- 
ducer, is giving the 25 members 
of his st2@ a six-week vacation with 
pay, starting today. During their 
absence the studio writers will ° 
prepare 10 story properties for 
filming. 

Yarns are “Bugle’s Wake,” “Ten 
Nights in a Harem,” “Chicago Syn- 
dicate,” “Robin Hood, Outlaw,” 
“Monster of the Deep,” “Killers in 
Tuxedos,” “Riot on Pier 6,” “One 
More for the Road” and a “Jungle 
Jim” story for Johnny Weissmuller. 


Tuna Documentary 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Allen Miner, independent pro- 
ducer-director, has returned from 
South America, where he spent 12 
weeks shooting “Latitude Zero,” a 
documentary dealing with tuna 
fishermen. Two years ago he lost 
another documentary when a ship 
carrying 20,000 feet of film sank off 
coast of Peru. Currently he is ne- 
gotiating for a September release. 

Meanwhile Miner will direct 
“The Black Pirates” for producer 
Robert L. Lippert, Jr., starting 








June 15 in El Salvador, with An- 
thony Dexter, Robert Clarke and 
Karen Wilde in top roles. 
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“A great book has been made @ 
~- Into a great motion picture. As ° 


“? says 


with ‘Eternity, Columbia has 
done it again with ‘CAINE”!” Kama llisar 


; President United Paramount Theatres 


THE CAINE MUTINY 
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was tops. They’ve done it SR ee -, GB ) 
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Hollywood, June 1, 
Fred F. Sears will direct Colum- 
bia’s “Wyoming Outlaws” whigh 
David Lang is screenplaying .. . 


Scott Brady pacted to topline 
“Mannequins for Rio,” with Kurt 
Neumann megging in Italy and 
Germany for Lippert release .. . 
Bart Roberts set for part in Univer- 
sal-International’s “Smoke Fire 
. .. Fred Fox is heading second 
d0th-Fox “Desiree” unit in Paris... 
_ , . Ivan Tors has ,set mid-June 
start for his next indfe, “Operation 
Air Rescue” .. . Francis L. Sulli- 
van set as chief heavy in Pine- 
Thomas’ “Hell's Island” . . . Robert 
Stack snagged top featured role in 
Paramount's “We're No Angels 
. . . Jose Ferrer and Rosemary 
Clooney will co-star in singing spe- 
cialty for Metro’s “Deep In My 
Heart” ... Frank Scully joins Co- 
lumbia’s “Jungle Jim and _ the 
Moon Men” cast. ‘ 

Peter Ustinov inked for one of 
the heavy roles in Paramount's 
“We're No Angels”... Sam Katz- 
man purchased original story, “And 
God Smiled” by Polish author 
Ignace Burz-Pulaski, with English 
translation by Sylvan Francis .. . 
Buddy Douglas makes film debut in 
“Jungle Jim and the Moon Men” 
at Columbia . . . Beverly Garland 
signed for femme lead in Allied 
Artists’ ‘Killer Leopard” . .. Al- 
berto Morin set for role in “The 
Last Time I Saw Paris” at Metro. 
. . . Isabel Jewell snagged role in 
Alan Ladd’s “Drum Beat,” for 
Warners . . Leonard Goldstein 
set “Black eee. —— = 
Sydney Boehm for initialer 
United Artists and inked Edward 
G. Robinson for star role... Mon- 
ty Masters, member of “Dragnet 
airer cast, set for stint in Warners 
“Dragnet” pic. 

Victor Mature goes on loanout 
to Universal-International from 
20th-Fox for title role in “Chief 
Crazy Horse”... “The Browning 
Story” yarn of romance between 
Elizabeth Barrett and Robert 
Browning, added to Columbia’s 
production sked .. . Fred Kohimar 
handed producer reins on “Fanfare 
for Elizabeth,” novel by British au- 
thoress Edith Sitwell, who will col- 
lab with Walter Reisch on screen- 
play ... Dorothy Phillips and Jean 
Acker, silent pic stars, set for roles 
in 20th-Fox's “There’s No Business 
Like Show Business” along with 
Stuart Hall, Lillian Teneyck and 
Betty Rome... Buddy Adler’s ini- 
tial producer assignment at 20th- 
Fox under producer pact will be 
“The Left Hand of God”... An- 
gela Lansbury returns to pix in 
“Thousand Dollar Bill’ topline 
role, which lenses at the Ted Alien 
Studios. 

Spencer Tracy will star in “Jere- 
my Rodock,” which producer Sam 
ZimDalist is readying at Metro... 
Walter Reisch has left for Germany 
to direct “Mucke,” toplining Hilda 

Armand 


Karhl ... Deutsch to exit 
Metro after “Green Fire,” which 
is currently lensing ... Bobby 


Curtis, 13-year-old brother of Tony 
Caruso returns to Warners for 
friendly Injun role in Alan Ladd’s 
“Drum Beat”... Universal-Inter- 
national exercised its option on 
Mari Blanchard, which wasn’t due 
*til August and set her for femme 
lead in “Chief Crazy Horse”... 
Henry R. McCune has set “Thou- 
sand Dollar Bill” for production 
at Ted Allen Studios. . . Emil Sitka 
is joined by three of his moppets 
in Columbia short, “Best Dog 
Wins” ... “Four Guns to the 
Border” is new tag for Universal- 
International's “Shadow Valley.” 

“Death Knows No Time,” George 
Cappy story, purchased by Colum- 
bia producer Sam Katzman. 
liam Olvis from Gotham for role 
in Metro’s “Deep In My Heart”... 


Briefs From the Lots 





MINNEAPOLIS AREA LAGS 
ON OUTDOOR C’SCOPE 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
First and only one of the ter- 


ining screenplay, 





which toplines Robert Mitchum. . . 
Gus Schilling pacted for role in 
Pine-Thomas’ “Run For Cover”... 
“In The Blazing Night,” Max 
White’s novel on artist, Goya, 
bought by Copa Productions as 
Tyrone Power’s next vehicle. . . 
James Warner Bellah inked by Co- 
lumbia to pen screenplay of “Sun- 
burst”... Joanne Jordan into 20th- 
Fox’s “There’s No Business Like 
Show Business”. . . Beverly Gar- 
land pacted for femme in Allied 
Artists’ “Killer Leopard”. . . Rod- 
ney Bell into “A Woman’s World” 
at 20th-Fox. . . Michael Granger 
joins “Jungle Jim and the Moon 
Men” cast at Columbia. 

Cosmo Sardo, Jose’ Ferrer’s 
standin, will don greasepaint for 
role in Metro’s “Deep In My 
Heart”. . . Phil Karlson starts di- 
rection on Pine-Thomas’ “Love Is 
A Weapon” on location at Palos 
Verdes. . . Sid Feder, Long Beach 
exhib, checked into Royal Produc- 
tions, as co-producer. First stint 
will be “Kwang-Tor.” . . Olivia de 
Havilland has been set by Stanley 
Kramer for “Not As A Stranger” 
which will roll at Kling Studios. .. 
Ben Chapman signed for role in 
Sam Katzman’s “The Moon Men” 
at Columbia. . . William Schallert, 
William Talman, Gordon Jones and 
Bob Wilke set for stints in Uni- 
versal-International’s “Smoke Sig- 
nal”. . . Marjorie Jackson in 20th- 
Fox’s “There’s No Business Like 
Show Business”. . . Madge Blake 
and Fred Essler added to Metro’s 
“Athena” cast. . . Allan Dowling 
Productions ““This Is My Love” re- 
tagged “Night Without End.” 

Maurice Marsac inked for role in 
“Athena” at Metro... Jack Gordon 
heads for Tokyo June 5 to lens 


ment ... Paramount pact with 
actress Frances Lansing approved 
by courts ... Jay Ingram is pen- 
“a at f.. pet 
Tomorrow” first of program of pix 
to be produced by Hal R. Makelim. 
. .. Merle Oberon signed by 20th- 
Fox to portray Empress Josephine 
in Desiree” ... Joseph von Stern- 
berg’s Japanese film ‘“Ana-ta-han” 
retagged “The Devil's Pitchfork.” 


for Helena part in “The Silver 
Chalice” ... Mark Stevens set to 
co-direct as well as star in 
“Ketchikan” which Lindsley Parson 
will produce for Allied Artists. 
Albert Dekker snagged role in 
Warners’ “East of Eden,” first 
screen stint in three years .. 
Miklos Rozsa now scoring Metro’s 
“Valley of the Kings,” was handed 





.. Wil- 


chore on “Green Fire” ... Frank 
;De Kova joins Drum Beat” cast 
}at Warners .. . Vincente Minnelli 
| set by Metro to direct company’s 
| sixth musical short subject, “The 
| Strauss Fantasy.” Johnny Green 
| produces ... “Cell 2455, Death 
Row,” autobiog of Caryl Chessman, 
purchased by Columbia for Wallace 
MacDonald to produce as docu- 
mentary feature . Ann Doran 
signed wy 4 producer Bae Bs E. 

0 essay role of Bob 
Mathias’ mother in indie Mathias 
biopic . . . Anne Baxter inked by 
Metro to one-pic commitment and 
will star in tentatively-titled “Paris 
Story” . .. Jay C. Flippen pacted 
A Valversal International to enact 
ole of police inspector in “Five 
Bridges To Creen*” 


Ray Danton, 22-year-old Gotham 
thesp, inked to a long-term con- 
tract by Universal-International. 
. . « Fred Clark.pacted for one of 
the leading roles in “Abbott and 
Costello Meet the Keystone Kops” 
at UI... “Swan Song,” last play 
co-authored by Ben Hecht and 
Charles MacArthur, being offered 
for films for first time... Douglas 
| Spencer and Bob Wilkie snagged 





= in _Univefsal-International’s 
Smoke Signal” . . . Burl Ives set 


Diana Lynn set for femme lead in| for feature role in Warner Bros’ 


Wayne-Fellows’ “Track of the Cat,” | 














New York Theatres 


___ RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 


“EXECUTIVE SUITE” 








starring 
William Holden - june Allyson - Barbara 
Stanwyck - Fredric March - Walter 


Pidgeon - Shelley Winters - 
Douglas - Louis Calhern 
An M-G-M Piteture 


Paul 


eeartrea 


“East of Eden” ... Tyler McVey 
and Robert Carson will do stints in 
| Cathedral Films’ “Day of Triumph.” 
|. . . Joe Garcio into RKO’s “The 
| Conqueror” cast . . . Peter Rey- 
|;motds snagged part in Warners’ 
|“The Silver Chalice” ... Lance 
Fuller signed by Hugo Haas to co- 
a with Cleo Moore in Hit and 
un.” 








Farnol’s School Display 
The Board of Education of New 





and Spectacular Stage Presentation 





traveling exhibits of “This Is 
































Cinerama,” throughout the high 
schools of the five boroughs. 

The photographic and text dis- 
play of the advancement of motion 
pictures, beginning with Thomas 
Edison's invention and the nickelo- 
deons up through and including the 
new Cinerama medium, was pre- 





ona by the Lynn Farnol organiza- 
ion, 





documentary short for the govern-|in the idea. Notably this is true, 


... Natalie Wood signed by Warner | 





| York is currently Sponsoring two | 





ritory’s drive-in theatres so far to 
qualify for C’Scope pictures is the 
Triangle Outdoor Theatres’ Minot, 
N. D., ozoner. 


Installation of a new wide 


screén and other essential equip- 
ment to enable it to play “The 


Robe” and subsequent C’Scope re- 
leases will be completed this week, 


according to Reno Wilk, the cir- 
Cost is 


cuit’s general manager. 5 
estimated to be “less than $7,000.’ 
20th-Fox has announced that 
optical sound prints of “The Robe 


are scheduled to arrive here June 


17 and Wilk has asked that it be 
dated for the Minot outdor thea- 
tre at that time. 

As far as can be learned, the 
territory's other ozoners are still 
holding back. However, with the 
arrival of the optical sound prints, 
Saul Malisow, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, is confident that many 
other of the drive-in theatres will 
follow the Minot lead. 

















Johnston’s Praise 


Continued from page 4 





bution, or to exhibition. The re- 
sults of impartial scientific re- 
search disclosed that Mr. John- 
ston was badly informed con- 
cerning the facts.” 
Wide Chasm 

The uproar that followed the 
Johnston speech was indicative of 
the chasm that separates the film 
biz from subscription-tv at this mo- 
ment despite the fact that some 
producers have expressed interest 


of course, of names connected with 
Paramount which has a direct *in- 
terest in toll-tv via Telemeter 
which it controls and which is cur- 
rently testing in Palm Springs, 
Cal. 

Exhibs tend to look at toll-tv as 
their worst potential enemy since, 
among other things, it’s claimed it 
will vastly improve the quality of 
home tv and intensify already ex- 


isting competition via additional} 


stations. Distribs, having much 
more to gain should fee-tv be es- 
tablished as a commercial 'opera- 
tion, are being cautious lest they 
offend their customers. Both 
Warners and 20th-Fox have defi- 


*|nitely shown interest in the idea 


since subscription-tv eventually 


may become the outlet for the old | 


2-D pix. 


In his speech, Johnston tied in 
his remarks re toll-tv with an op- 


timistic appraisal of theatre-tv. Of 


pay-as-you-see, he said: “It can 
bring to home audiences for a 
modest fee top quality product of 
movie makers, something which 
the economics of advertiser-spon- 
sored television will not now per- 
mit. It can multiply the potential 
audience many fold and at the 
same time permit the operation of 
more television stations in com- 
munities which can not today sup- 
port competitive stations.” 
Speaks for Producers Only 

According to the MPAA, John- 
ston’s only purpose in bringing up 
the subscription-tv subject at all 
was to emphasize the continuing 
advent of novel methods of pres- 
entation and technical innovations. 
It’s pointed out, however, 
Johnston—theoretically at least— 
speaks only for the producer-dis- 
tributors and not for exhibs, and 
so has less of an obligation to toe 
the line theatre ops want taken on 
any given subject. 


It’s further emphasized that 
toll-tv is indeed a contender for 
industry headlines when the FCC 
gets around to holding hearings on 


i the advisability of launching fee- 
itv on a commercial basis. It has 
|} been said on a number of occa- 


sions by toll-tv execs that the 
eventual success of the new medi- 


,um depends to a very large extent 


on the availability of pix, ie. the 
cooperation of Hollywood. Film- 
makers have been working much 
closer with tv of late, but only 
where it’s felt that such coopera- 
tion might benefit the b.o. 


Row over the toll-tv speech is 
reminiscent of the time when 


Johnston, at a film fest in Buenos 
Aires, stated that, within another 


year, the 2-D film would be a 
thing of the past. This prediction, 
which at the time was seen as a 
boost for 20th—then fighting to 
establish CinemaScope — also 
caused unhappiness among some 
of the distribs, 


jing to Jacon, in 1952 
ithere were two dubbed Italian 


that | 








12 films for the commercial-type 
houses. In addition, IFE may have 
three more for the arties. Of 
the 12 “commercial” i.e. dubbed 
releases, three have the “special 
tag and will be sold as top-drawer 
attractions good for any house and, 
IFE maintains, on a par with out- 
standing American films. ° 

Jacon emphasized that his out- 
fit was primarily geared up for 
commercial distribution and that 
IFE has only a minor interest in 
either the specialized houses or the 
Italian-language theatres. “The 
art market has dwindled down to 
practically nothing,” he said. “It’s 
there of course, and needs to be 
cultivated, but it’s barely worth 
bothering with.” 


Dubbing as a means of obtaining 
wider circulation and acceptance 
for Italo films is the key word at 
IFE where it’s claimed by Jacon 
that a good dubbed attraction has 
a 100% playoff possibility. In 
line with this thinking, most of the 
12 commercial releases from IFE 
this fall and winter and next 
spring will not even be released in 
subtitled version. Jacon stressed 
that it wasn’t the dubbing but the 
subject matter and_ treatment 
which determined ‘a film’s appeal 
and he held that this was not gen- 
erally understood, _ particularly 
among foreign producers. 

Jacon maintained that in 1953, 
first year of IFE Releasing, the 
outfit handled five pix and showed 
no profit. Situation should change 
in 1954-55 he thought, with 16 pix 
due for release. Total which Ja- 
con is willing to take on with his 
present facilities is between 18 and 
20 pix. “That’s as many as we 
can have and still give individual 
treatment to,” he commented. 

Jacon blasted exhibs’ “lack of 
|} showmanship” which, he held, was 
“particularly harmful to our type 
of product which needs exploita- 
tion.” He said IFE was spending 
heavy coin to tell the public about 
its pix “but the theatres don’t 
seem to follow up. We have some- 
thing different here and it’s worth 
|telling the people about it.” 

Jacon contended that, in con- 
trast to Hollywood, the Italian in- 
dustry was making every effort to 
introduce in the U. S. a number of 
fresh new stars with unique ap- 
peal. Unlike the British pix, which 
|have made strong headway in the 
American market since the war, 
ithe Italians have been getting a 











stimulating interest in their stars. 
This, Jacon said, had helped them 
|overcome regional resistance. 

While bitterly attacked by Ameri- 
jean indie distribs of foreign 
\films, who feel IFE on account of 
‘its subsidies puts them at an un- 
|fair disadvantage, the Italo agency 
has undoubtedly managed to create 
a great deal of new interest in 
Italian films and has succeeded in 
widening their circulation. Accord- 
(pre-IFE) 


| stimu of important mag breaks 


films and they grossed $6,800,000 
in 4,000 houses. 

In 1953, he said, 11 dubbed 
Italo releases played 14,000 to a 
b.o. gross of $14.800,000. Some 
20% of the 14,000 dates were 
drive-ins. For the current year, 
Jacon puts the b.o. gross at $24.,- 
000,000 in some 26,000 theatres, 
32% of them ozoners. “Anna,” 
|IFE’s most successful release to 
date, so far has grossed around 
| $4,000,000 for a film rental of 
$850,000. Pic has plaved 4,350 the- 
atres in 14 months of circulation. 
By comparison, the _ subtitled 
“Rome .11 O'Clock” ‘played 340 
theatres for a $400,000 gross. 
“Bicycle Thief,” also subtitled, 
grossed $1,200,000 in 3,000 en- 








gagements, IFE contends that dub- 
| bing gains a film entry into the- 
jatres that’ ordinarily wouldn't 
jtouch foreign productions with a 
ten-foot pole and that the drive-ins 
will play an increasingly impor- 
|tant part as a revenue earners for 
dubbed imports. 

Decision on the part of IFE Re- 
leasing to acquire U. S. pix for 
distribution is seen reflecting the 
org’s difficulties in obtaining a 
sufficient flow of Italo product. 
Indie importer circles in N. Y. had 
been aware for some time that 
IFE was having product trouble 
since it must maintain its distribu- 
tion web. Jacon, in explaining why 
IFE had missed out on a number 
of important Italian pix, stated 
that his outfit had to compete like 
everyone else for films. A number 
of major Italo efforts have gone 
to the major American distribs. 








" Italian Office Seeks U.S. Pix 
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Jacon maintained that, regard. 
less of what is the future of IFE 
as such, IFE Releasing and the 
dubbing studio will continue to 
function. IFE was originally es-_ 
tablished with U. S.-contributed 
coin to promote Italo films in this 
country. It was found, however, 
that a distribution setup was nec- 
essary, a move which has sparked 
a number of indie moves against 
the agency. Included was a 


monopoly complaint to the Federal 
Trade Commission. 





U.K. Gov’t Burns 


Continued from page 3 =m 





stock exchange at 5c today prior 
to the receivership announcement, 

Although there is no direct link 
British Lion is closely associated 
with Sir Alexander Korda’s group 
and has distributed his productions 
over a number of years. The Korda 
organization in London claims the 
dgcision will not interfere with its 
production program and: that it 
has other sources available which 
can readily be tapped for financing 
purposes. 


Since the original advance was 
made in 1951, there has been no 
capital repayment to the NFFC by 
British Lion although it has been 
meeting interest payments. A year 
ago, the-NFFC report showed that 
one-third of the debt had been 
written off as irrecoverable. Now 
similar action has been taken in 
regard to a like amount and the 
government move is_ obviously 
aimed at protecting the balance. 

The first clue to the story was 
obliquely given by two questions 
tabled in the House of Commons 
last week but deferred until to- 
night (Tues.). One of them was in- 
spired by Harold Wilson, former 
Board of Trade prexy, who was re- 
sponsible for the introduction of 
the NFFC and who, presumably, 
sanctioned the original loan. He 
was asking what action the govern- 
ment was proposing to take under 
the powers conferred upon it in 
the amended legislation approved 
by the House of Commons earlier 
this year. A further questioner 
sought the publication date of the 
NFFC report and information on 
what action was proposed in regard 
to British Lion. 

As the British Lion advance was 
made “on call,” the NFFC was at 
liberty to demand repayment at 
any time. Presumably, it has taken 


isome action to recover the debt, 


either wholly or in part, and hav- 
ing failed to obtain satisfaction is 
seeking redress in* this possible 
way. Unconfirmed reports name 
James H. Lawrie, the original man- 
aging director of the NFFC, as the 
person whom the government will 
put in charge at British Lion to 
watch out for its interests. Lawrie 
left the NFFC last year to turn in- 
dependent producer. Although he 
has several projects in mind, actual 
production is not yet under way, 





No Courtesy 


Continued from page 3 


has been refusing licenses to East 
German motion pictures, but the 
basic orders come from State, to 
which OAP refers queries. 

“The situation is this,” explained 
a State Department spokesman, 
“Americans are given no voice in 
the management and control of 
American property rights and in- 
terests in East Germany. These 
rights were withdrawn in 1949, 
when the Soviet Union turned man- 
agement over to the East Germans. 

“American owned properties are 





| being mismanaged and subject to 


discriminatory taxes. Some of our 
business property there has been 
seized by the East Germans. 

“It seemed silly to allow the East 
Germans to have free access to our 
markets, when American property 
in East Germany was subject to 
such discrimination. We hoped 
that conditions might improve 
there, but they haven’t.” 

The law under which East Ger- 
man films and other East German 
property are barred from this 
country was written in 1952. It 
prohibits enemy alien property, 
unless they are approved for entry 
and use in this country, unless they 
are licensed by the Attorney Gen- 
eral or Office of Alien Property. 
Licensing is with the cooperation 
and approval of the State Depart- 








ment, 
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Ouch! 


When the major tv networks 


go to bat this month before the 


Potter Committee in Washington to present their testimony in 
the VHF vs. UHF embroglio, ABC, it’s reported, will offer this sug- 


gestion: 


That in cities where VHF is predominant (as in New York), that 


city be made all VHF. 


That in cities and towns where UHF is predominant, they be 


restricted to UHF alone. 


If the D. C. boys play along with that, it would, for one thing, 
strip DuMont of its most coin-happy VHF enterprise—WDTYV in 


Pittsburgh. 





Notre Dame Topper's Blast Seen 
Hastening Doom of NCAA Vidgrid 


Chicago, June 1. 

Odds that this is the last sea- 
gon for the “Game of the Week” 
college football telecasts packed 
under the control of the National 
Collegiate Athletic Assn., were 

trengthened by the bitter attack 

eveled at the NCAA's tv policy 
by the Rev. Father Edmund P. 
A Notre Dame’s exec veepee. 

otre Dame topper unloosened his 
barrage while participating in the 
sports panel at the National Assn. 
of Radio-Television Broadcasters 
here last week. 

Charging that the “Monopolistic” 
NCCA program is “doomed to 
failure,” Father Joyce’s references 
to the “chinks in the armor,’”’ were 
not lost on Walter Byers, NCAA 
exec secretary, who also took part 
in the kickaround. Cleric pointed 
out that the Big 10, one of the 
original backers of the national 
control scheme, has shifted its 
stance and is now espousing re- 
gional control. 

The wheelhorse midwest confer- 
ence, as did Notre Dame, reluctant- 
ly agreed to go along this year with 
the NCAA single game plan. But it 
is continuing its lobbying efforts in 
behalf of regional jurisdiction and 
is believed to have won over the 
Pacific Conference. Combination 
of two major NCAA member-con- 
ferences, plus Notre Dame, shoot- 
ing at the “Game of the Week” 
setup may well spell its death 
knell. 

In this confextion, it’s under- 
stood that the Big 10 had received 


a pretty firm offer, including a/| 


(Continued on page 36) 


How to Win Back 





Some Old Friends 


NBC and the Kudner agency 
(latter on behalf of U. S. Tobacco 
Co.) have resolved all their differ- 
ences stemming from the network's 
ouster of the client’s ‘Martin 
Kane” show from the Thursday 
night roster to make room for the 
upcoming hour “Lux Video Thea- 
tre”? And apparently it’s all to 
the Kudner agency’s liking—cul- 
minating in these succession of 
moves: 

“Martin Kane” goes off perma- 
nently for U. S. Tobacco. Instead, 
the client is pouring a hefty chunk 
of billings into both the “Home” 
and “Today” shows. At the same 
time, however, the Kudner agency 
was given one of the choice night- 
time segments— Saturday at 9:30— 
for the new Jimmy Durante-Don- 
ald O'Connor half-hour show, this 
One on behalf of another Kudner 
client, Texaco. Now everybody ap- 
Pears happy. 


MOREY AMSTERDAM 
SHIFTS TO WABC-TV 


Morey Amsterdam, long a morn- 
ing fixture on WNBT, N. Y., is mov- 
ing over to the ABC Gotham flag- 
ship Aug. 16 with a cross-the-board 
hour-long daytimer. It’s to be an 
hour-long musical variety segment 
in the 1:30-2:30 slot, with singer 
Francey Lane and batoneer Milton 
De Lugg featured. 

Gross-Baer set the package, 
which may be fed to WBKB in Chi- 
Cago under an arrangement similar 
to that used in the Jerry Lester 
daytimer. 
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WIP Turns Back UHF 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

Pennsylvania Broadcasting Co., 
owners of WIP, which was licenced 
in Nov., 1952, to operate an UHF 
television station on Channel 29, 
a the permit to the FCC 

UHF permit to WIP was the 
first such license granted here, 
and one of the four UHF channels 
assigned to this city. 
Gimbel Jr., president and general 


the FCC stated it was economical- 
ly impossible to operate such a 
station here at the present time. 


Dow Chemical's 
$2,000,000 TV 
Medic’ Splurge 





“Medic” half-hour series. This is 
the vidfilm show going into the 
Monday night at 9 period in the 
fall (opposite “Lucy”) on a three- 


empted every fourth week for the 
Leland Hayward one-a-month Mon- 
day spectaculars. 


Heretofore Dow had limited its 
tv ad budgeting to the early-morn- 
ing “Today” show (which, inci- 
dentally, it will continue). How- 
ever, the company reports such a 
bullish attitude toward the ex- 
posure thus far as to warrant the 
increased nut for the nighttime 
ride. 
“Medic” 39-week series adds up to 
a $2,500,000 appropriation. 


NBC-TV PLUGS MORE 





NBC-TV plugged some more 
summer holes this week, setting 
additional hot-weather entries. The 
Sunday night i0 to 10:30 period, 
which becomes vacant when Proc- 
ter & Gamble takes a ue for 
eight weeks on the Loretta Young 
show starting July 4, will be taken 
over by Toni for a pickup of the 
Jan Murray “Dollar A Second” 
display (currently on DuMont). 

The first half of the Milton 
Berle Tuesday 8 to 9 period will 
be occupied during the summer by 
the WLW, Cincy, originating 
“Midwestern Hayride.” (It’s done | 
summer duty in the past for the | 
; web). This one is inked in as a) 
sustainer. Second half of the 
Berle hiatus time will be filled by 
the Arthur Murray show. 


True Ends 32-Yr. Career 
Detroit, June 1. 

Harold True, dean of Detroit 
newscasters, has retired, conclud- 
ing a 32-year broadcasting career. 
He was at WWJ for 12 years. He} 
started out in radio at WTAM, | 
Cleveland, in 1922. 

As an announcer, he handled the 
first radio broadcast of both Guy 
Lombardo and Yehudi Menuhin. 














On a time and talent basis, | 


SUMMERTIME HOLES, 


'5' MOBILIZE 
FOR ‘PROTECTION 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
The battle of the VHF’s vs. the 


UHF's moves into a critical stage 
in Washington this month. It’s be- 
come the “battle of the haves and 
the have nots” and on its outcome 
rests the whole future of an indus- 
try, perhaps the fate of th tv net- 
works themselves, not to mention 
millions upon millions in invested 
capital and the fate of thousands 
of careers. 


As the U boys push their pleas 
for relief and proffer a variety of 
panaceas before the Potter Com- 
mittee in the Senate to get off the 
hook in the upper high frequency 
fiasco, the V boys began mobiliz- 
ing their forces at the NARTB con- 
vention in Chicago last week to 
| protect their interests and fo ward 
| off what they call “the biggesi 
| Srah in the history of any indus- 
‘try.” 

The Potter Committee was sched- 
uled to resume this Thursday but 
decided to put off further hearings 
until June 15 to prevent conflict 
with the Army-McCarthy hearing, 





i 





| the three major networks) to rein- 


|mitting testimony. 
wrought contingent in Chi named 
a Sterring Committee, being rep- 
resented by Ted Pierson, to carry 
the V torch in D. C., and on Mon- 


at an informal meet in Washington. 
Thus far 21 witnesses have been 
corralled by the V's, along with the 
major webs’ testimony. 
Taking the Rap 

It's the boys who are fighting 
for the still-to-be-allocated V's and 
awaiting the outcome of contests, 
|who stand to take the rap in the 
'event of some drastic spectrum 





single market of Pittsburgh alone, 
|more than a $10,000,000 in already 
'invested capital is at stake. 


i y 
| The V boys see no reason why 


weeks-out-of-four basis, being pre-| they should have to “bail out” | 


those who, they say, didn’t have 
the foresight or the wisdom to see 
‘what was inevitable. Ag one 
spokesman put it: “Surely they 
must have gone into this with 
their eyes open. A lot of them 
had the chance to get into V in the 
beginning like us, but passed it 
up, wanting others to pioneer and 
take the gamble. A lot of them, 
too, don’t seem to realize that it 
was tough going for us V boys at 
the start. We lost plenty of money 
in the beginning, so much that 
we got scared. But too many of 
the U guys want to get in on a 
Thursday and get panicky if by 
Friday they don’t show a profit.” 

The major networks have their 

(Continued on page 36) 


RMA’ CANCELLED, 
B&W BUYS ‘LINEUP’ 


Hollywood, June 1. 

“The Lineup” has been bought 
by Brown & Williamson, which has 
decided against renewing “My 
Friend Irma” for next season. 
“Lineup” will go into the same Fri- 
day night spot or CBS-TV held by 
“Irma.” 

“Lineup” is a live show which | 
will have film inserts shot in San 
Francisco. It’s a cop-’n’-robbers | 
program, with Warner Anderson , 
and Tom Tully in the leads. Series! 
deals with a Frisco detective and 
his buddy, and their sleuthing ad- 
ventures, Jaime del Vaille is pro- 
ducer. : 

Meanwhile, fate of “Irma” is un- 
determined. It’s expected a de- 
cision on the Marie Wilson starrer 
will be reached in huddles in N.Y., 
between CBS-TV v.p. Harry Acker- 
man and net brass there next week. 
It’s understood the web is consid- 
ering filming the show and syndi- 
cating it. 


| 








THE HAVE NOTS 





day (31) they plotted their strategy | 


NBC-TV Virtually SRO For ’54-55 
Season, Months In Advance; Armour, 
Chrysler Bagged For New Shows 


a 





Hour Drama Ratings 


(ARB May Ratings) 


Kraft TV Theatre (NBC). .35.9 
Robt. Montgomery (NBC) 323 
Phiico Playhouse (NBC). .32.2 
Studio One (CBS)........ 21.6 
Motorola TV Hour (ABC). 16. 

Kraft TV Theatre (ABC). .13.2 


$75,528,953 April 
Biz for TV Nets; 
NBC Out in Front 


For the first time since last 
October, NBC moved out in front 








Benedict |thus permitting the V boys (and | 0°" tv billings for the month of! 


| April, on the basis of the new Pub- 


manager of WIP, in his letter to | force their arguments prior to sub-/ jishers Information Bureau figures. 
The highly-| 


, NBC racked up $10.984.445 for the 
| month, topping CBS by nearly 
|$700,000. Latter web registered 
| $10,291,640. ABC billings for the 


totalled $2,544,484, with 
in fourth  position— 


|} month 
| DuMont 
| $1,068,374. 


| The April figures are indicative 
| of the “blue skies" era of bigger 
}and better billings as the webs. 
| notably NBC and CBS, evolve new 
/methods and patterns to up the 
| ante on gross biz. The $25,528,953, 
| for example, represents about one- 
| third as much again as the total for 


Dow Chemical Co., one of the | juggling as already recommended, |the preceding April, when the 
newcomers to tv since making ajor by slapping on a new freeze./ four webs racked up $17,774.866 
bid for the consumer market, has| And as an indication of just how! The latter figure breaks down as 
reaffirmed its faith in the medium | many multi-millions of dollars are | fojjows: 
by placing an order with NBC-TV riding on an inevitable decision, | ¢7.770.181. 
for purchase of the Tony Miner /if any, it’s estimated that, in the | DyuM—s$850.658. 


NBC—$7,513.430; CBS— 
ABC — $1.640.597; 





ABC CONVERTS FOR 
SUMMER AM RIDE 


| ABC Radio is implementing its 
| theory about the need for relaxing, 
| low-pressure programming for 
| nighttime audience by slotting ven- 
| triloqguist Jimmy Nelson on a three 
,and three-quarter-heur Sunday 

night segment, “Highway Frolics.” 
, Series 
have Nelson as a deejay, interview- 
| er and ventriloquist and will make 
| use of guests, instrumentalists and 
| of course the Nelson dummies. 


It will be spread through an eve- 
, ning of news, and at least for the 
/ summer wili be pitched primarily 
,at autoists. Program starts at 5, 
; runs to 6, when ABC commenta- 
tors take over for 45 minutes, re- 
sumes at 6:45, running till 9, then 
resumes again at 9:30 and runs to 
10. In those periods will also be 
included some of Admiral’s 22 
weekend news capsules. 


Slotting of Nelson is in line 
with the web’s thinking about 
nighttime radio, namely, that re- 
laxed programming on a level that 
the local station can't duplicate is 
what network radio can‘do better 
than tv. Web execs point out that 


+ NBC-TV this week approached 
the SRO nighttime status for next 
season with a flock of lucrative bill- 
ings racked up. That’s almost an 
incredible record considering that 
the "54-55 semester is stili almost 
four months off and that the net- 
work was still peddling ‘°'53-’54 
time as late as last October. 

| Particularly noteworthy was the 
manner in which the network 
closed the Monday night breach, 
for on top of last week's pacting 
of multiple sponsors for the pew 
Sid Caesar hour entry, the web this 
week finalized Dow Chemical’s 
sponsorship of the “Medic” series 
(see separate story). 

Only major gap in the new Sat- 
urday night lineup, the 10 to 10:30 
period, for which a musical series 
is scheduled, was also partially 
filled this week, Armour signing 
up as an alternate week client. Sat- 
urday schedule now reads: Mickey 
Rooney at 8. “Amateur Hour” at 
8:30, Imogene Coca at 9, the Jim- 
my Durante-Donald O'Connor se- 
'ries for Texaco at 9:30, the Armour 
musical at 10 and “Hit Parade” at 
, 10:30. 

Faced with a couple of cancella- 
tions, NBC-TV lost no time getting 
off the hook with a brace of new 
clients. “Mr. and Mrs. North” was 
cancelled out of the Tuesday night 
10:30 to 11 period by the alernate 
sponsors, Congoleum and Revion, 
but Chrysler stepped in to pick up 
the half-hour segment for a show- 
casing of the new Michael O’Shea 
vidfilm series, “It’s a Great Life.” 

Similarly, Chesebrough dropped 
the “Greatest Fights” Friday night 
series in the post-Gillette period, 
but Mutual of Omaha stepped into 
the breach, bought the time, and is 
prepping a live sports show for the 
fall. 

Network still has the sponsor 
shingle out for Friday night at 8, 
the video version of the Hume 
Cronyn-Jessica Tandy “Marriage” 
|series going into the period in the 
fall, thus far as a sustainer. Web 
also needs a sponsor to alternate 
with Armour on the Saturday night 
at 10 musical series. Once that’s 
filled, plus 10-minute sponsors for 








the new Imogene Coca Saturday 
night half-hour series, and it’s 
SRO. 





Trving Mansfield 


which starts June 6, will | 


In CBS-TV Exi 
| t 
Although his contract with the 
; network still has a year or more 
to run, Irving Mansfield and CBS- 
TV are coming to a parting of the 
ways, the producer having asked 
for, and received, a release effec- 
tive Aug. 4. Mansfield expects to 
spend some time vacationing in 
| Europe before announcing a new 
affiliation. Despite his CBS di- 
| vorcement, however, he'll still, have 
}an equity in “Talent Scouts” and 
ithe Jane Froman show, which re- 
|turns in the fall under General 
| Electric sponsorship. 

| Mansfield has been with CBS 
{since 45 and launched one of the 
| first of the panel shows, “This Is 
|Show Business,” now off the air. 


independent stations now capture | parting between Mansfield and 


a — ps tv — | 
tha e future of network radio E 
Looks Like Busy Season 
Ahead for Jan Murray 


lies in the direction of providing | 
Jan Murray will find himself 


music-and-news, but on a level that 
the local outlet can't duplicate, 

Robertson Cleared with two emcee spots on ABC-TV 
Minneapolis, June 1. this fall. Robert Q. Lewis goes out 
Miller C. Robertson, former] 48 emcee of “Name's the Same” 
KSTP radio sales manager andj Paneller (a Goodson-Todman pack- 
now veepee, part owner and gen-| 4ge) with Murray taking over. 
eral manager of an El Paso, Tex.,| Comic is also set with “Dollar a 
tv and radio station, was cleared | Second,” which moves over in the 
by Judge J. C. Otis following the | fall. (Latter show does summer 
district court trial of 








charges duty on NBC-TY). 





against him of criminal evasion of 
state income taxes, 


Lewis is currently vacationing 
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DuMont Cancels Out Barry Gray's 
_  WABD Show, Stirs Up Hassle 


WABD, DuMont’s New York key, +— 





sent a cancellation notice to Sealy 
Mattress, sponsor of the Barry 
Gray newscast, a move to shed the 
commentator which becomes effe@® 
tive July 2. Concellation kicked off 
a furor with implications of politi- 
cal differences offered as at least 
part of the reason for move, Norman 
Knight, WABD topper, and Gerry 
Lyons, pub chieftain for the par- 
ent web which overseas the sta- 
tion's programs, maintained how- 
ever, that the only two reasons for 
the Gray axing were determined 
by the need for a strong leadin for 
comic Ernie Kovacs variety seg- 
ment on the o&o and by the web’s 
desire to put a major newscaster 
up as bait for web co-op sponsor- 
ship. 

Gray has lately been hitting hard 
at Sen. Joe McCarthy, and this was 
reported as one of the reasons why 
Gray has been cancelled. Another 
reason thrown up was that network 
programmers were peeved at the 
N. Y. Post, for which Gray writes 
a column, because of recent blasts 
leveled by its radio-tv columnist 
Jay Nelson Tuck. Knight denied 
this, saying that only good biz tac- 
tics governed the Gray decision. 

The network, which Lyons point- 
ed out, has no network news show 
at present, wants to place a widely- 
known caster in Gray's 11 p.m. 
slot. The web is now considering 
three such men for the job, with 
intentions of using one of them 
locally on WABD at the outset, and 
later turning to network status. 

In the second place, WABD feels 
that Gray's aud appeal isn’t com- 
mensurate with that of the imme- 
diately succeeding Kovacs’ stanza. 
When asked if Gray's ratings were 
not higher than Kovacs, whose 
only been on for a few months, 
Knight answered that the news- 
easter’s popularity differed with 
the returns of different services. 

In the meantime, Budd Getschal, 
topper at the Sealy ad agency, took 
an adamant stand against the web 
decision. Of the cancellation or- 
der received this week, he sa: 
“We do not intend to recognize it 
because we have a definite commit- 
ment with WABD, running to the 
end of the year. Unless they with- 
draw the ‘cancellation notice’ (the 
quotes are his) we intend to take 
whatever measures may be neces- 
sary to protect our rights in this 
situation.” 

Knight indicated earlier that 
July 2, when the cancellation takes 
effect, is the date contract ends. 
July 5 is slated as the start of the 
new newscast. 

Gray has been on the station for 
a couple of years, with Sealy in as 
an underwriter for most of that 
time. 


‘Spanish Hour's 
~ SRO for Summer 


Azteca Films Inc. pacted for 
regular sponsorship of part of 
WOR-TV’s “Spanish Hour,” the 
only foreign language telecast in 
the New York market, bringing the 
stanza into the SRO class for the 
summer. Three other advertisers 
have picked up the remainder of 
the tab through the hot months. 

Azteca, believed to be the only 
filmery paying for regular tele- 
shows in the country, starts on the 
Monday night hour June 14. Short 
trailers of upcoming product by 
the Mexico-based firm were given 
occasional showings on the “Span- 
ish Hour” in the past, but com- 
pany spokesman Egon Klein re- 
ported that the impact on New 
York Latino theatres was strong 
enough to engender the present 
setup. 

Signing for 13 weeks, Azteca 
plans on prevuing other three-and- 
a-half and four minute trailers in 
their quarter-hour segment of the 
stanza in addition to regular live 
performances. 

Klein of Azteca felt the Monday 
night show, on at 10 p.m., does 
not hurt the N. Y. b.o., since the 
Spanish-speaking public doesn’t 
stay out late except on Saturday 
nights. He noted that theatre 
ticket windows close quite early 
during the week. 

Gustone Vitamins, for 13 weeks 
with options, Busch Jewelry, for 26 
weeks, and Colony Motors, for 13 
weeks, are the remaining under- 
writers on “Spanish Hour.” 





Maggi’s New TVer 


WABC-TV, N. Y. key for ABC- 
TV, just signed- on a 15-minute 
weekly Gross-Baer package, star- 
ring Maggi MecNellis, which will 
sean only the brighter aspects of 
world and local news. 

Called “The Sunny Side,” the 
stanza tees off 6:30 p.m. Friday (4). 


TV Acad Acts To 
End ‘Politicking, 
Sets New Board 


Hollywood, June 1. 


In effort to eliminate politicking 
and preserve one-man rule, the 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences has revised its bylaws so 
the Acad will be controlled by a 
Board of Governors, consisting of 
equal number of representatives 
from 10 categories. 


Prexy Den Defore, explaining 
the changes, said “We have in ef- 
fect voted ourselves out of office. 
In the future, the board will select 
officers, not the membership, and 
the membership will elect mem- 
bers of the board on the basis of 
two from each of the 10 cate- 
gories.” It’s my feeling the Acade- 
my presidnet should have certain 
boundaries and these should be 
designed clearly. Officers should 
be within jurisdiction of the board 
which should run the Academy. We 
want to avoid any ‘packing. We 
seek to elminate politics and want 
no partiality for or against any- 
one.” 


Four new eategories embracing 
cameramen, cutters, writers and 
musicians were added to existing 
classifications for actors and ac- 
tresses, producers, directors, engi- 
neers, execs and art directors. 

The whole idea behind the 
changes, which must be approved 
by the membership, is a more dem- 
ocratic Academy, said Defore. 


TIME INC.’S SNAZZY 
SALT LAKE OPERATION 


Salt Lake City, June 1. 

KDYL-TV and KDYL Radio, 
local Time, Inc., properties have 
started the move that will house 
both under one roof for the first 
time. New quarters, originally a 
garage, have been remodelled at a 
cost of $250,000 and now stand as 
the plushest setup in this town. 

Stations have 40,000 square feet 
to play around with. Currently 
some 30,000 square feet are blue- 
printed for use, the balance to be 
available in case further expansion 
is in the cards. 

Two video studios will give pro- 
ducers a chance really to spread 
out for the first time. 








moment. 


eight countries. 


telecast to go forward 
for future hookups. 


booster 
authorities are insistin 





ish equipment. 





The Eurovision project has also run into an unexpect 
with the British customs authorities. as 

















NATALIE CORE 
Hostess 

“THE A & P PLAYHOUSE” 

Thursdays, 7 p.m., WNBT-TV 

Tuesdays, 8 p.m., WABC-TV 
LExington 2-1100 

Personal Representative 

ALBERT ROSS 

132 West 43a St., New York 36 
CHickering 4-3741 


FCC Hits Back At 


Lamb Charges On 
Commie-Front Rap 


Washington, June 1. 

Charges by Edward Lamb, 
broadcaster-publisher and Demo- 
cratic party contributor, that the 
FCC is dragging out its loyalty 
proceeding against him were vigor- 
ously denied by the agency Friday 
(28) in papers filed with the U.S. 
District Court here. 

In an affidavit by Joseph Kint- 
ner, asst. chief of the FCC Broad- 
cast Bureau, accompanying a mo- 
tion to dismiss Lamb's complaint, 
the Commission declared it has 
moved “without undue delay” in 
pushing its charges that Lamb was 
associated with Communist or 
Communist front organizations. 
The agency said it has been giving 
very serious consideration to 
Lamb’s denial of these charges 
and that it has been making fur- 
ther investigations to determine 
whether hearings are necessary to 
settle the question of Lamb’s 
qualifications. It added that if 
hearings are ordered, Lamb will 
be given full opportunity to clear 
himself. 

Regarding Lamb’s contention 
that the FCC has no authority to 
inquire fhto his alleged Com- 
munist affiliations, the Commission 
declared that it is well established 
law that the question of a broad- 
cast applicant’s “candor and 
veracity” has a direct bearing on 
his qualifications as a licensee. It 
pointed out that the Commission’s 
proceeding is based on information 
which contradicts Lamb’s sworn 
testimony that he has never been 

(Continued on page 36) 











Eurovision Hits Some Snags 


London, June 1. 


Eurovision, the international tv hookup between eight European 
countries, which.is scheduled to start with ‘a transmission from 
Switzerland next Sunday (6), is running into difficulties all along 
the line and there is a strong possibility that one of the major 
programs to emanate from London may be cancelled at the last 


The trouble first began a month or two back at an international 
convention of performer unions, who objected to the principle of 
a single fée to artists for a program which would be received in 
As they regarded this transmission as the fore- 
runner of a more permanent exchange of programs, the thespers’ 
unions feared that, unless they took active steps from the begin- 
ning, they would be talking themselves out of employment. 

The British program, which may be affected by the unions’ atti- 
tude, is the transmission of “Cafe Continental,” which is to be one 
of the highlights from the BBC-TV studios on Saturday, June 12. 
The artists for this program have been reesuited on the Continent 
by producer-director Henry Caldwell, but last week he was faced 
with a threat of international union intervention. 
continuing in the hope of finding a formula to allow this initial 

prior to reaching an international agreement 


Confabs are 


snag 
The French network sent 


equipment to be installed on the coast and the customs 


& on a duty payment of over $22,000. T 
is, apparently, nothing in the textbooks : “te 


free importation of the gear, although t 
asked to make a special concession. 
retaliation and said they would clamp 


which would permit the 
he governmert has been 
The French have threatened 
on a similar charge for Brit- 





ABC-TV to Scrap Nearly All Its 
News, Public Affairs Segments 





—¢ ABC-TV news and special events 


Sagging Sponsor 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

Charges that a mattress firm fell 
asleep on its payments for a tele- 
vision show were made by ABC in 
Superior Court, with Veraco, Inc., 
named as defendant. 

Network. wants the mattress 
maker to pay $4,911.60 for a pro- 
gram telecast over KGO-TV, San 
Francisco, last June, July and Au- 
gust. 


TV Gets the Play 
In Atlantic City’s 
Major Bally Pus 


Atlantic City, June 1. 

If there’s any doubt about the 
value—even the necessity—of tele- 
vision as a bigscale arm of ballyhoo 
in its largest sense, Atlantic City is 
putting that doubt at rest. The 
municipality and its individual 
businessmen have thrown their en- 
ergies and coin together in the be- 
lief that television origination fa- 
cilities can bring back many of the 
big conventions that the city has 
lost to better-equipped locales. 

The opportunity presented itself 
via an agreement with ABC-TV to 
originate the Paul Whiteman Sun- 
day night “On the Boardwalk” 
show out of George A. Hamid’s 
Steel Pier, and the first telecast 
took place over the weekend amid 
lots of local ballyhoo. ABC-TV 
sent down a delegation of Gotham 
radio-tv newsmen at the invitation 
of the city’s Televsion Committee, 
and the local citizenry turned out 
some 300 strong for a reception for 
Whiteman at the Haddon Hall af- 
ter the telecast. ww 

Back of the deal is an investment 
of over $50,000 by the city and 
businessmen (Atlantic City paid 
$25,000 and the Television Commit- 
tee, comprising local merchants 
and hotelmen, paid the other 
$25,000). This will pay production 
costs for the show over a 10-week 
summer period. New Jersey Power 
and Light shelled out some $65,000 
to build a relay system to Phila- 
delphia, where the show goes out 
over the network. And Hamid 
built a television studio in his Mid- 
way Theatre on the Pier. 

Intent of the investment isn’t 
merely to originate a summer show 


(Continued on page 34) 


Young Dolls Up For 
Dollies as N.Y. Central 
Hearing Gets Big Play 


By JAMES L. CONNERS 


Albany. June 1. 

The extensive coverage  pro- 
vided by television, radio and 
newsreels for the New York Cen- 
tral Railroad’s annual stockhold- 
ers’ meeting in Albany (26) had 
John Krumplebeck serving as con- 
tact man for the NBC-TV crew, 
and Herb Mitzmann, for the CBS 
unit. The WTRI local group, 
headed by Bill Hartigan, worked 
with Columbia. 

Stanley Merle Ruckeyser, finan- 
cial writer and commentator, and 
Ed Pettit observed the affair for 
Mutual, some 400 of whose sta- 
tions carried their originations via 
WPTR. W. W. Chaplin did duty 
for NBC radio. 

No pickups were permitted from 
the Armory floor during the meet- 
ing. Recording and filming had to 
be done in side rooms, hotel lob- 
bies and outside the Armory and 
railroad station. 

It was stated that Robert R. 
Young, fighting with President 
William White’s forces for contro] 
of the railroad, imported special 
Century lighting equipment. This 
was set up in his DeWitt Clinton 
Hotel headquarters, for television 
and newsreel use. 

Observers wondered whether the 
light blue shirt worn by Young at 
the meeting was prompted by his 
awareness of suitability for televi- 
sion—he made a statement, for 
the cameras, in an _ anteroom. 


(Continued on page 34) 








department is scrapping virtually 
every one of its news and public af- 
fairs shows at the end of June. 
Only survivors will be John Daly’s 
news strip and the Philadelphia- 
originating “Junior Press Confer- 
ence.” sid 

Due to be junked are Daly’s 
Thursday night “Open Hearing” 
newsfilm-and-comment show and 
the entire Sunday sked, including 
Elmer Davis’ commentary, Martin 
Agronsky’s “At Issue,” and Facts - 
Forum’s “Answers for Americans.” 
Daly bows his “Hearing” July 1; 
the others go off June 27. 

Davis segment is being axed be- 
cause the vet commentator’s been 
confined to Doctors Hospital in 
N. Y. for the past three weeks, 
with no immediate date set for his 
return. “Hearing” ran into techni- 
cal and manpower difficulties; the 
Sunday shows, eiring in station 
time, didn’t get sufficient clearance. 
Web is planning a fresh start for 
the fall. 


Flint Rulers Beef 
Over WJR Gran 


Flint, Mich., June 1. 

The nine-man Flint City Com- 
mission unanimously adopted a res- 
olution last week to protest the 
FCC’s granting of channel 12 to 
radio station WJR, Detroit. 

Led by Flint Mayor Donald W. 
Riegle, the commission will point 
out to FCC officials in Washington 
that the FCC’s own examiner had 
recommended that the channel be 
granted to WFDF, Flint. 

In passing the resolution, the 
commission said Flint would be 
left out of the picture by permit- 
ting an outsider to beam tv into 
Flint. It contended that Flint, with 
a pc pulation of 200,000 was cap- 
able of operating its own tv station. 
Another objeetion was that Flint 
would be deprived of public serv- 
ice programs if WJR was permit- 
ted to become Detroit’s fourth tv 
station simply by. putting up its 
antenna near Flint. Flint is 60 
miles from Detroit. 

Mayor Riegle said: “If the FCC 
decision is allowed to stand a great 
injustice will be done to the city 
of Flint by allowing the city’s only 
potential tv station to be operated 
by Detroit interests.” 


WPIX in Throes Of 
Divvying Steele’s Segs 


WPIX, N. Y. tv’er, is presently 
trying out subs for three afternoon 
Ted Steele shows when he ankles 
the outlet on July 2. Among some 
of the people actually auditioned 
or under consideration are singer 
Bill Lawrence, who is a regular on 
Steele’s two-hour variety stanza, 
tooter Bobby Sherwood and Shari 
Lewis, who still has a station con- 
tract despite loss of her- once-a- 
weeker “Shari and Her Friends.” 

Speaking for sponsor Pepsi Cola, 
WPIX recently made Steele a bid 
to stay with the teenage vehicle 
“Dancetime,” which directly fol- 
lows the variety show. Steele, 
however, refused since, holding to 
his original intentions, he is inter- 
ested in a web weekly half-hour 
or hour. (Packagers Gross-Baer 
and Walt Framer are among the 
outfits hoping to tailor such deals 
for him now.) Station yesterday 
(Tues.) auditioned Lawrence on the 
air in “Dancetime” while Steele 
stood by. 

Sherwood received a closed au- 
dition for the variety show a few 
days ago. Station program chief 
Bob Rich said that intentions are 
to try others in the emcee spot, too. 
Names that were reported bandied 
about include those of Art Lund 
and Harry Belafonte. e 

Shari Lewis has the inside as 
Steele’s July 2 sub on “Kartoon 
Klub,” the last half-hour in the 
departing musician-gabber’s day. 
She’s worked other juves shows 
(“Friends” left the Saturday tele 
spot a few weeks ago to make way 
for baseball coverage, but she still 
has a contract) for both WPIX and 
other metropolitan video opera- 
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- Dig Those Crazy Man Hours 


It begins to look like Dick Pinkham will be exec producing a 
one-man television operation all his own next fall, once the pro- 


jected “Tonight” 5 


series gets rolling on NBC-TV. Preparations 


for the late-night presentation, starring Steve Allen, an offshoot 
of his present WNBT-TV cross-the-board showcase, are already 
under way, with likelihood that the program may tee off some 


time in August. 


As exec producer of the early morning “Today” show, Pink- 
ham is responsible for a three-hour, five-times-a-week exposure, 


including the additional hour pickup for the midwest. 
“Home” show accounts for another 60 minutes. 


The daily 
“Tonight” is be- 


ing blueprinted as a two-hour venture,-with Pinkham doing a re- 
prise of his exec producer status, all of it adding up to a man’s-size 


Monday-through-Friday job. 


Dick Pack, who resigned last week as program manager of 
WNBC-WNBT, N. Y., may get the nod as producer of “Tonight” 


under Pinkham. 





Lester's B'way Open House’ Back 





Nancy Walker, Betty George, Sherwood Also Into 


WABC-TV Late Niter 








Jerry Lester, after more than 
three years in the daytime -tele 
sphere in New York, has finally 
returned to his old “Broadway 
Open House” time, but now on 
WABC-TV. ~«Comic’s _ hour-long 
show has been moved up to the 


11 p.m. time on the ABC-TV flag- 
ship, the same period he occupied 
with “Opén House” on WNBT. 

Simultaneous with the move- 
over is a revamp of the cast on the 
Lester. show, with Nancy Walker 
and Betty George moving in as 
regulars. Bobby Sherwood is also 
set as a regular cast member 
(though he’s negotiating for his 
own show on WPIX) and the 
Buddy Weed combo remains. Show 
is fairly well sold, with Beacon 
Wax and Fedder Air Conditioners- 
Sunset Stores in five times weekly 
each and Reddi-Whip and Renuzit 
in twice each. 

Lester has been in the 4 p.m. 
daily slot on the station for nearly 
a year, but when ABC-TV started 
carrying the Army-McCarthy hear- 
ings, he was moved up to the late- 
hour position. WABC-TV veep 
John Mitchell decided .to make it 
permanent last week. Moveover 
negates the feed of the show to 
Chicago, however, with Chi pretty 
well sold with vidpix at that hour. 


ABC's 2006 Spices 
Up Chi Cookery 


Chicago, June 1. 
After months of involved bar- 
gaining, “Creative Cookery,” un- 
doubtedly the most lucrative tv 
package on the local scene, is ap- 
parently about set to switch back 


to ABC’s WBKB from NBC’s 
WNBQ. Subject to an NBC first- 
refusal counter-offer, Ivan Hill, 
owner of the culinary display, has 
agreed to sell the package lock, 
stock and talent to ABC for some- 
thing ‘over $200,000. 

ABC deal for the show, which 
has a peak weekly gross potential 
of $10,000, was made possible be- 
cause of an escape clause in Hill's 
current WNBQ pact for a bonifide 
network offer. The ABC deal fits 
this qualification because the day- 
timer will be fed to WABC-TV 
in New York, with other ABC o&0’'s 
expected to be, added later. 

NBC has 30 days to meet ABC’s 
bid with a purchase offer of its 
own. But it’s believed unlikely 
the web will seek to match the ABC 
deal with its network proviso. _If 
NBC elects @> pass up the show, 
it'll move to WBKB within 90 days. 

Included in the sale to ABC will 
be Hiil’s longterm talent:pacts with 
Francois, Frank and Bob Pope, 
who host the hour-long daily cook- 
ing school package. Show was 
launched originally on the pre- 
merger WBKEB but shifted to 
WNBQ when the ABC-United Para- 


mount merger went through last 
year, 
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CBS Ups Nesbitt 


Frank Nesbitt was yesterday 
(Tues.) named director of sales de- 
velopment for CBS radio. Ap- 
pointment, effective immediately, 
ups Nesbitt from director of sales 
presentations for the web. 


Looks Like Good 
Grid Tidings For 





DuM This Season 


Sale of the biggest DuMont 
package—the approximated $3- 
3,700,000° pro football schedule is 
reported near finalization, with at 
least two sponsor groups viewing 
merits of the deal. Meanwhile, At- 
lantic Refintng has recently pacted 
for one of the network's regional 
football appendages. 


Atlantic, through N. W. Ayer, 


inked with DuMont for half-spon- | 


sorship of six Giant away-games 
in New York City and for the en- 
exposure in northern New 
is seeking the other underwriter. 
The oil firm, which owns rights to 
televised Philadelphia Eagle and 
Pittsburgh Steeler frays, has also 
firmed with the same web to air 
those teams in other regional mar- 


kets. The agency, which seeks out | 
| weeks. 


its own co-advertisers other than 
for the Giant games, already has 
the Pittsburgh Chevrolet Dealers 
to pay part of the tab in the home 
city. 








SETS NEW MARK 
FOR OPONSORG 


On the basis of its multiple nego- 
tiations over the past few weeks, 
and for that matter still going on, it 
looks like Procter & Gamble bill- 
ings for radio and television next 
season may hit the $40,000,000 
mark. That’s an alltime high for 
any advertiser in the history of 
broadcasting, with P & G standing 
way out in front of all other clients 
with its stake in the AM-tv sponsor- 
ship sweepstakes. 

Only a couple seasons back, the 
P & G investment in time-talent 
deals in radio-television approxi- 
mated $27,000,000 (then, as now, 
topdog among all advertisers), but 


the soap outfit over the past sea-; 


Serutan-Geritol 


son has been plunging heavily into 
the daytime video picture with a 
multi-million dollar additional in- 
vestment. 


P & G last week came through 
with a blanket renewal of its busi- 
ness on CBS Radio, seven daytime 
serials getting a 52-week pickup | 
with billings estimated at $7,500,- 
000. Five daytimers were also re- 
newed on NBC. with the “Read of | 
Life” playback and “Life Can Be | 
Beautiful” exiting the 3 to 3:30) 
segments. 

P & G renewal gives CBS Radio 
daytime an SRO status from 10 
a. m. to 4:30 in the afternoon. 

Also significant is the American | 


Oil Co. and Hamm Brewery renew- | 


al of Ed Murrow on CBS Radio for 
52 weeks. ‘Amoco buys the show . 
on 83 stations in the east; Hamm 
on 16 stations in the midwest.), 
Ford also sponsors Murrow Mon- 
day-Wednesday-Friday on 122 sta- 
tions in the central, mountain and 
Pacific zones. 


ABC-TV Wraps Up. 
Ist Disney Client 


ABC-TV last week wrapped up 





its first client for the upcoming, 


' Walt Disney show, but is keeping 


tire slate of 12 Giant games for | the name of the bankroller under 


York | . : 
_, | While the web has definitely set the 
State and New England. The web) now for Wednesday nights in the 


wraps for the time being. Mean- 


'7:30 to 8:30 time. 


Sponsor deal makes the Disney 


jsegment one-quarter sold. Web has 


ine 


packaged the show for four spon- 
sors eyery two weeks, with each 
picking up a half-hour on alternate 
Gross program 
nearly $75,000 a week, with ABC- | 
TV finding it easier to peddle the | 
show to four clients than to two. 


or three. 


Where national sponsorship is! 


(Continued on page 34) 


Theatre Movement For 
Kids Urged as Answer 





To TV’ $ Awful Menace’ | al to move Sterling Drug’s 


Omaha, June 1. 


| 


Decision to slot it in the 7: 30 | 
time virtually assures the web of | 
a juve audience, since both NBC 
and CBS have music and news in 
that period. It also gives the web 
a half-hour leadin against Arthur | 
Godfrey on CBS. And web is ten- 
tatively slotting “T-Men In Ac- 

to follow at 8:30. Net will 
“Mys- 
l tery Theatre” out of the 7:30 slot. 


A U. of Denver professor last} but it’s understood Sterling has 


week said here that the children’ S| 
theatre movement “is one answer” 
to what he called ‘‘the awful men- 
ace of television.” 


“It’s just horrendous what the 
kids. see on tv,” said Dr. Campton | 


Bell, head of the dramatics division | Adrian Samish since he exited NBC | 


at thé Denver school. He spoke at’! 
the second annual Region 6 Chil- | 
dren’s Theatre Conference. 


Some video shows, he declared, | 
subject children to “very low stuff. | 
I’m serious about ft. 
way out of hand.” 


Bell cited a recent Edgar Bergen 
tv version of “Alice in Wonder- 
land.” “It was,” in Bell’s opinion, 
“a massacre. It was vulgar and 
disgusting. It showed a complete 
lack of taste.” 

Steps taken in various commu- 
nities to produce live theatre for 
children are, on the other hand, en- 
couraging, he stated. 

“It gives the children an appor- 
tunity to see good entertainment 
for a change,” he declared. 


i think it’s! and will be produced from Chicago. 


Show will be written by Bill Bar- | 





‘ okay ed a move. 


Samish Soapers Set 


Brace of tv daytime soapers— | 
initial packages turned out by); 





| to go into business for himself— | 
are scheduled to tee off on July 5, | 
Samish having sold both properties | 
to that network. 

One is called “A Time to Live” 


rett, who currently writes “Haw- 
kins Falls,” and will be produced | 
and directed by Allan Beaumont. 
Cast is now being lined up. NBC- | 
TV will slot it in the 10:30-10:45 
a.m. period. 

Second show, entitled ‘First 
Love,” will be scheduled on NBC 
from 3:30 to 3:45 p.m. It is being 
written by Manya Starr and will be 
produced by Al Morrison, who has | 
left Procter & Gamble Productions | 
to join the Samish organization, 


P & 6S $40,000,000 AM-TV COIN 





‘Puts Its Summer | 


price is | 


|CBS Radio Rate Cut Poses a New 
Nighttime Threat To ABC, Mutual 





Imposter - 


Chicago, June 1. 

Television color engineers 
found a “ringer” among them 
last week at the engineering 
sessions of the NARTB conven- 
tion here. He was Robert M. 
Morris, who spoke. on “Pre- 
paring the Television Trans- 
mitter for Network Color Teie- 
vision.” 

Reason for the raised eye- 
brows: Morris is a radio facili- 
ties engineer, and he’s from 
ABC, the only network which 
hasn't aired color yet. 














Latest program to be firmed for 
| Serutan-Geritol’s heavy summer 
tele schedule is the “Stranger.” a 
live drama going in for “Life Be- 
gins at 80° on June 25 via Du- 
Mont. Ed Kletter, agency for the 
sponsor, has been busy with other 
| major hot-spell buys on CBS-TV. 

“Juvenile Jury.” which SG 
dropped some six weeks ago. is 
| being readied to replace Red Skel- 
| ton on Tuesdays as of June 22. 
and a new-quizzer, “Two in Love,” 

_ emceed by Bert Parks, is going 
| inte CBS’ Saturday at 10:30 pm 
| slot June 19. 


Kletter says it has meade a firm 
| 52-week pact with CBS-TV on the 
“Love” stanza. Format comprises 

| family and friends in an attempt 

'to win coin for the in-lovers. “Jury” 
is just a summer sub, and “Str2n- 
ger” is to replace “Life Begins” 
i: for only 13 also. However, the 
'agency is eyeing another time cn 
DuMont for the live drama come 
the fall. “Rocky King,” which is 

|}in part sponsored by the healtn- 

| building firm via the same web on 
Sundays, is sticking it out for the 
summer. 

| In the past Kletlter was eveing 

| Jack Carter for a tele spot, but the 
agency denies that he will be inked 


, for S-G. The sponsor had also been | 


considering “Down You Go,” a Du- 
Mont sustainer since Helene Curtis 
ankled a week ago, it has been re- 
ported. 


WIP’s New Broadside 
Vs. Philly Dailies On 
| Circulation, Ad Impact 


Philadelphia, June 1 

Station WIP has instructed its 
sales staff to debunk Philadelphia 
newspapers as a coverage media 
with the charge that advertisers 
buying newsprint space are paying 
an increase of 16.1% in the last 
four years for 2.3°° less circula- 
tion. 

The comparison was the second 
broadside in the last two years by 
WIP, on what it terms “the con- 
sistent decline in newspaper circu- 
lation and the accompanying in- 
crease in newspaper advertising 
rates.” Using latest figures issucd 
by ABC on the Philadelphia In- 
guirer, Evening Bulletin and Daily 
News, Ed Wallis, wip sales pro- 
motion manager, said: “Circulation 
is still going down, dropping far be- 
hind the gains in population — and 
| their rates are still going up.’ 
| The figures, which cover the 
years 1950-'52 show that the popu- 
lation increase in the 14- county 
| market has been upped 14.3°%. Ac- 
cording to Wallis, radio families in- 
| creased 15.5% and the percentage 
of radio penetration is now 99.7% 
for this area. WIP’s rate structure 





has had no increase during the! 


four years with the net effect that 
| advertising costs in the station 


j have decreased 15.57%. 


—¢ Nighttime rate cut agreed upon 


in Chicago by CBS Radio and its 
affiliates advisory council has be- 
come a matter of grave concern to 
the other networks. CBS’ longtime 
topdog status in the network radio 
sweepstakes has been offset by its 
high rate structure; that’s what's 
enabled the other webs to compete 
for business with participation 
plans and lower cost-per-impres- 
sions devices. 

Agreement, as it was finalized 
during the NARTB huddles, pro- 
vides an approximate 20° cut in 
nighttime rates (with correspond- 
ingly lower compensation to sta- 
tions), expansion of station time 
in chain breaks from 30 to 70 sec- 





| onds after each commercialf half- 


| hour (permitting a one-minute spot 
or two 30-second announcements) 
|}and a guarantee by the web not 
| to extend participation plans be- 
yond the present Power Plan. Day- 
time isn’t affected. While changes 
have to be written into affiliation 


| contracts, the general affiliate body 


TV House in Order 


voted to accept any agreement ne- 
gotiated by its council. 

With ABC and Mutual hard-put 
to get new business, the CBS rate 
cut, with its attraction to lesser 
bankrollers who would normally 
buy ABC and MBS. poses a real 
threat to their nighttime existence. 
And while NBC hzs been wooing 
away some CBS radio business, the 
CBS rate cut doesn’t make its still 
-#enuous position any more com- 
fortable. 

Only compensating factor to the 
other webs is the fact that the 
Station breaks are longer. There- 
fore, CBS half-hour program time 
is cut to 28:50, offering the spon- 
sor less time than the others’ 29-30. 
This enables the others to pitch a 
longer program time at sponsors, 
and also poses the question anew 
of the hitchhike by the local spon- 
sor. It's anticipated by the other 
nets that CBS bankrollers may 
balk at the idea of a local or na- 
tional spot client getting a free 
ride at the end of their show for a 
whole minuie, or two advertisers 
getting 30-second rides. 


Dick Pack Exits 
WNBC-WNBT Job 


Dick Pack has resigned as pro- 
gram manager of WNBC ard 
WNBT, the brace of NBC o&o flag- 
ships in New York. As one of the 
|inighest-priced station program 
managers in the country, it was 
strictly a case of too many top- 
|coined execs operating within a 
limited station management level. 
Parting was amicable and was ef- 
fective as of yesterday (1). 

Pack’s three program aides, 
Steve Krantz, Steve White and Bill 
Berns, are expected to assume 
Pack’s chores, reporting to Ernest 
de la Ossa, station manager. There 
is a possibility that Pack, after a 
several-week vacation, may move 





‘in as producer of the upcoming 


NBC-TV “Tonight” show. 

Pack joined the station two and 
a half years ago, winning critical 
kudos for both his sustaining 
(“Princeton °54,” etc.) series and 
the commercial programming, in- 
cluding the Steve Allen show, and 
such offbeat contribs as special 
weekend supplements like the re- 
cent 10-sponsor “European Caval- 
cade.” 


Cleve. AFTRA Elects 


Clevedand, June 1. 

Rob Evans, WHK, was reelected 
without opposition to another one- 
year term as president of AFTRA. 
Also reelected without opposition 
were Warren Guthrie, vice-presi- 
dent, and Gottie Gay, recording 
secretary. Both are freelancers. 

Elected to the board were Jim 
Graner, WJW; Tom Haley, Paul 
Bedford, Sanford Markey, NBC; 
Jimmy Dudley, freelance; Bruce 
Charles, WHK; Maggie Wulff, 
i WXEL, and Bob Forster, WSRS. 
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FCC ALMOST PROVOKES PUBLIC BRAWL IN 
LIMACTIC NARTB CONVENTION SESSION 


’ 








‘ 


} By FARRELL DAVISSON 
Chicago, June 1. 
It was an apt climax to last 
week’s National Assn. of Raio-Tel- 
evision Broadcasters convention 
that the- tense overtones of the 
“crisis in UHF” should have re- 


ceived a wrangling adlib replay by | 


FCC members in their roundtable 
discussion of industry problems on 
the closing day. 

Touched off by Commissioner 
Frieda Hennock’s soapboxing for 
an immediate channei freeze and 
a new all-UHF allocation blue- 
print, the commission delegation 
staged something of a public brawl. 
Comr. Hennock’s determined wav- 
ing of the UHF and the “public in- 
terest” flag and the at-times bitter 
response she got from her col- 
leagues was a fairly accurate re- 
flection of the pulling and hauling 
of dissident elements in the indus- 
try that made this NARTB conclave 
ene of the most faction-ridden 
gatherings in the 32-year history 
of the association. 

There was an ironic correlary, | 
too, in the fact that it fell to the, 
lot of NARTB prexy Harold E. Fel- 
lows to moderate the FCC pane} 
with its heated intra-family byplay 
that kept the delegates in the jam- 
packed room on the edge of their 
seats. It was but another rugged 
test of Fellow’s powers of diploma- 
cy as he dished out “equal time” 
to the commissioners and worked 
valiantly to keep the discussions in 
bounds. 


Not that the association topper’s 
skill as a “healer of wounds” and 
“smoother of ruffled feathers” | 
needed another test last week. | 
This “crossroad” convention, echo- 
ing as it did the unease of an in-| 
dustry still in the throes of its | 
growing pains, was more than any- | 
thing else a test of the ability of | 
NARTB, its chief executive, and | 
its kingpin members te accommo- | 
date undter-one tent all the diverse | 
elements and warring factions that 
mark radio and tv, 1954 style. 

Lotsa Bite & Drama 


Not all the current problems fall | 
within the NARTB’s official prov- | 
ince, but their influence was not | 
to be denied at such a comprehen- | 
sive gathering of the clan. And 
hardly a formal or a sidebar ses- 
sion went by without an outcrop- 
ping of friction. So in one form 
or another the whole spectrum of 
intra-trade relations came in for an 
airing, whether it be such hardy 
perennials as the “fate of FM,” the 
network-affiliiate jockeying, union 
problems; or the new ones shoved 
to the fore by the advent of tv such 
as the “live vs. film” debate, the 
tv Code, network invasion of the 
spot field, radio rate cutting, and 
the overiding issues posed by the 
UHF quandry. 





i 
} 





It was the UHF question, with its 
threat of Congressional interven- | 
tion, that hung over the parley like 
an ominous cloud. That’s what | 


kept the delegates holding one ear | Fetzer, Fellows In Swipe at Stations Ignoring All- 
| Industry Standards | 


beamed to Washington and the 
Senate hearings being coiucted by 
Sen. Charles Potter, with an aware- 
ness of the, possibility that ‘in do- 
ing something about the troubles 
of UHF” the Congressional boys 
may set off a chain reaction that 
(Continued on page 34) 


No Dopes in Detroit 


Ann Arbor, June 1. 

A survey conducted by the U. 
of Michigan reveals that its Tele- 
vision Hour, one of the oldest edu- 
cational shows of its kind in the 
nation, has a regular audience of 
about 500,000 Detroiters each 
week. 

Program is over WWJ-TV each! 
Sunday during the school year and 
features telecourses designed for | 
persons interested in continuing 
their education. 

Questions regarding the tv show 
were added to the third annual 
Detroit Area Study survey con- 
ducted by the university. Sampling 
technique was similar to that used 
by the university in conducting 
surveys for the Federal Reserve 
Board and other Government 
agencies. 

The finding that 500,000 Detroit- 
ers regularly watch the telecourses 
mean that 24% of the adult per- 
fons in this city are furthering 
their education through the medi- 


' 











um of television, 


7% 
—_ 


_Neatest Trick of Week 


Chicago, June 1. 

Most ingenious telestation 
management’ disclosure at 
NARTB convcntion last week 
concerned. Syracuse’s WHEN- 
TV method of airing live com- 
mefcial inserts in a feature 
film program with four cam- 
eras and not one cameraman. 
Paul Adanti explained that a 
couple of years ago, the sta- 
tion’s feature film sponsors 
were all local clients, who 
had to have live commercials, 
vet station couldn’t afford to 
keep camera crews on at night, 
Shooting the commercials 
with four stationery cameras 
without crews was the answer. 

When another station op- 
erator asked Adanti how he 
kept his camera tube bill down 
with this method, he_  ex- 
plained: At the beginning of 
the show, the director turned 
all four cameras on. Then, 15 
seconds before every commer- 
cial, the announcer ran onto 
the set and took all the caps 


§. J. Flamm’s New Setup 


Veteran radioite Sidney J. Flamm 
has joined A. Lewis King’s adver- 
tising and consultant firm as a 
partner with name of the firm be- 
coming Lewis King-Sidney Flamm 
Associates. Flamm will be presi- 
dent and director of account rela- 
tions, while King is v.p. and exec 
director of the firm, whose accounts 
include WBNX, N.Y.; WNJR, New- 
ark; Amana Refrigeration, Arm- 
strong Publications, Columbian 
Mutual Life Insurance and others. 

Flamm, brother of Donald 
Flamm, was v.p. of WMCA, N. Y. 
from 1925 through 1940, and v.p.- 
managing director of WPAT, Pater- 
son (N.J.) from 1942 through 1948. 
King has been in N. Y. radio for 
some 20 years and_ currently 
moderates the “Yachting with Lew 
King” tv’er on WPIX, N.Y. 





Folsom Returns From 
3-Week Europe Swing 


Rome, June 1. 
Frank M. Folsom and his wife, 
Gladys, and daughter Betty are re- 





off the cameras. 


LOTSA JOB ACTIVITY 
ON CLEVELAND SCENE 


Cleveland, June 1. 

A series of resignations and job) 
transfers hit the city’s broadcast- 
ing field with WGAR'’s three pacing 
the trend. 

John B. Garfield, WGAR sales 
manager for the past four years, 
resigned, with future plans un- 
known. Robert Fox stepped out as 
chief engineer to enter private | 
business in Florida with Donald 
McCollister named as chief trans- 
mitter engineer and Lloyd C. Win- 
gard as chief studio engineer. Also, 
Glenn Gilbert left WGAR sales for | 
Katz Agency job and promotion 
director Julius Glass left for Gor- 
don Metal Co. job. 

At WTAM-WNBK, Frank Derry 
resigned as publicity director to 
take newly-created radio-tv berth 
at Cleveland Electric Illuminating 
Co. Dorothy Laurence left WTAM 
to open own agency. She had half- 
hour women’s stint. 

Florence Roth resigned as pub- 
licity-promotion director, WJW, 
and will take over new duties 
shortly in as yet unannounced 
Cleveland spot. 

Wayne Schakel, news director | 
WHK, resigned to becomes sales! 
manager of Teletray Service, Inc. | 








| three-week swing which saw the 


'on merchandising the new RCA 45, 


‘Grable starring in the kickoffer. 


turning to N. Y. this week after a 


Radio Corp. of America prexy in- 
augurating the new RCA plants in 
Madrid and here. G. A. (Joe) 
Biondo is locally the partner of the 
American electronics outfit, intent 


LP and other recording, phono- 
graph and _ ultimately  radio-tv 
equipment. ™ 

Gabriel Soria is RCA’s partner 
in Madrid. While in Spain Folsom 
had a more than two-hour, off-the- | 
record session with Premier Franco 
on Spanish-American industrial re- 
lations. Folsom was impressed 
with the great building boom there. | 


At a Buck a Throw 


New five-a-week hour-long radio 
show with top-name talent is being 
made available to World Broadcast- 
ing library subscribers at no cost 
to the stations. Plan, tabbed the 
World ComET (ET for electrical 
transcription), was unveiled at the 
NARTB convention in Chicago last 











NARTBPost-Mortems, 





Chicago, June 1. 

The NARTB’s Freedom of Information panel in its discussion of the 
role radio-tv should play in covering the news quickly got around the 
Army-McCarthy hearings. While agreeing with his colleagues that 
radio-tv should have the same freedom of access to courtrooms and 
congressional hearings as does the press, Vie Sholis, WHAS, Louisville, 
pointed out that the presence of tv cameras can alter the scope and 
significance of a particular proceedings. He characterized the current 
hearings as a tv show the committee members are putting on for 
themselves and the “10,000,000 members of the jury at home.” To 
which E. R. (Curly) Vadeboncoeur, WSRY, Syracuse, replied that the 
best thing about the tv coverage was that these 10,000,000 jury mem- 
bers were able to see “a jelly fish trying to referee a fight between two 
tiger sharks.” 

NBC newsman Richard Harkness reported its the opinion in Wash- 
ington that no other story covered by tv has had the impact of the 
Army-McCarthy brawl. He related the yarn about the Capitol preacher, 
under the spell of the telecasts, who’s labeled his library papers ‘“Sa- 
cred” and “Top Sacred.” 

* ad * 

Television Advertising Bureau, which held its first all-industry meet- 
ing in conjunction with the NARTB convention, had signed. on 105 
stations when the conclave wound up Thursday (27). TvAB pacted 
Richard P. Doherty as its permanent consultant and is setting up tem- 
porary headquarters in the New Weston hotel in New York, pending 
election of a board of directors early in July. Richard Moore, KTTV, 
Los Angeles, one of the sparkplugs of the tv station’ sales promotion 
organization, continues as chairman of the temporary exec committee 
which will handle TvAB affairs until the formal organization is set up. 

” * * 

Harry Bannister, who before he became an NBC stations relations 
veepee traditionally played a big role at NARTB sessions, made his 
sole platform appearance this year at the behest of the Palmer House 
management. It seems that after Bannister had been a Palmer House 
guest back in 1937 he and the hotel management got involved in a 
lengthy correspondence over a missing blanket. His pungent replies 
to the hotel’s inquiries about the blanket apparently have:gone down 
in hosteiry history as classics of their kind. So this year the hotel or 
more accurately probably its ehief flack, Freddie Townsend, decided 
to make Bannister a gift of a blanket at the final NARTB luncheon 
session. Bannister went along with the rib and in his “acceptance 
speech” pointed out that they were giving him only one blanket while 
they'd accused him of stealing two. 

* 7 * : 

Final NARTB registration tally was 1,697. The big show moves to 
Washington next year. 

Despite the admitted shot in the arm the interest in high-fidelity 


; sound has given their operations, the FM boys came to the NARTB 


convention with a new worry this year. This is the proposal that the 
FM band be turned over to tv. However, the FM’ers were mollified 
a bit on this one when FCC Commissioner George E. Sterling told 
their session that he felt such a move was unlikely. 

» * 

Those delegates carrying around a brightly covered tome entitled 
“The Bible In Pictures” weren’t displaced missionaries. Those were 
comp copies being passed out by Garmel Sales, plugging their tv PI 
deal. Firm has exclusive sales rights to the book which is pegged at 
$3.95 per copy of which the stations carrying the five three-minute film 
blurbs are to receive half of the $2.50 net profit on each one sold. 


BUFF. TECHNICIANS {at Dac’? Coda 
END 15-MONTH STRIKE Fair Play’ Code 





Washington, June 1. 





week, with World snaring 167 addi- 
_— library subscribers because | 
of it. 

Under the service, World sub- | 
scribers get 260 of the shows year- | 
ly at a charge of $1 apiece. Pro- 
grams will be available for the fall, 
with Harry James and Betty 


Plan is boost to local operations, 
World general manager Pierre 
Weis declared. 





B Casters Balk on TV Code 


Chicago, June 1. | 

Failure of the nation’s telecasters | 
to give unanimous backing to the) 
tv practices code is causing some. 
unhappiness within the industry. 
This concern on the part of code 
backers who see the voluntary reg- 
ulation device a bulwark against , 
governmental and public criticism 
was openly registered at the Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio-Television 
Broadcaster’s conclave at Chi’s Pal- 
mer House last week. 

In his report to the broadcasters 


ion the activities of the. code re- 
|view board of which he’s chairman, 


John Fetzer, prexy of Fetzer Broad- 


|casting, directed a beef at the 30 


NARTB member-tv stations which 
have failed to subscribe to the all- 


\industry “good conduct” standards. | 


NARTB prexy Harold E. Fellows 
also “lectured” the non-subscribers 
in his keynote address to the con- 
vention. | 

“I seriously suspect that the rea- 
son many telecasters do not sub- 
scribe to the code is something | 
other than the cost of $12.92 per | 
month. In my view it requires no. 


meticulous outline of the permissi-| Jett, WMAR-TV, Baltimore, whose 
ble liberties under the code to in- | two-year terms expired. 


dicate that a little ingenuity, fore- | 


sight and intelligence will produce | zer are Mrs. A. Scott Bullitt, KING- 
a commercial program structure |TV, 


which willserve the publie interest | Reinsch, WSB-TV, Atlanta. j 





| 
and at the same time produce an 
economically sound business enter- | 
prise,” Fetzer stated. 

He also registered a complaint 
at the 225 stations subscribing to 
the code for their failure to display 
the code seal more prominently. He | 
said frequent and effective bill-| 
boarding of the seal “is the best | 
weapon we have.” } 

Fetzer disclosed that the review | 
board and its director Edward H. | 
Bronson has processed some 600 
complaints during its two-year 
existence. He also revealed that 
the board has secretly monitored a | 
group of nearly 30 top network 
and local programs and that when | 
the webs and stations were notified | 
that there was a question of code | 
violation in more than half these 
programs, the parties involved 
“voluntarily” made “needed cor- 
rections.” 

G. Richard Shafto, WINS-TV, 
Columbia, S. C., and William Quar- 
ton, WMT-TV, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
were elected to the review board, 
succeeding Walter Damm, WTMJ- 
TV, Milwaukee, and E. K. (Jack) 


} 


Holdover members besides Fet- 





Seattle, and J. Leonard 


{the station that it will not “by 


' self-organization. 


Station. 


Strike of technicians at radio 
station WKBW in Buffalo, N. Y., 
has been settied after being in ef- 
fect for 15 months. Strike was 
terminated May 14, just a week 
before National Labor Relations Washington, June 1. 
Board Examiner Herbert Silber- | Showmanship by politicians at 
man ordered the National Assn. of |Congressional hearings prompted 
Broadcast Employees and Techni- the introduction in the Senate and 


cians (NABET) to post notices at the House last week of a resolu- 
me 9 pep A ge tion proposing a eode of “fair play” 
reals Oo physica injury or lin conduct of 0 i le 
malicious damage to automobiles” ,ings. Nineteen Weontede tacsading 
restrain employees of the station | Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn.) who be- 
in the exercise of their right to| came known to millions of tele 
The Examiner, | vision viewers *" : 
following hearings in Buffalo last | Crime tr vege ge aggre 
February, had upheld a complaint | pers of the House joined in the 
by the station charging the union | proposal 
with unfair labor practices in in- | atts 
terfering with picketing at the | 


Sought on TVing 
Of D.C. Hearings 





_ Although they did not specif- 
ically mention the McCarthy-Army 

; : hearings, the s ; said their 
Although the strike is settled, | resolution a eae’ 5 
Silberman said his order requir- | srowing awareness. in and out of 
fon that notices must be posted |Congress, of abuses that have seri- 
or 60 days still stands. The order, ‘ously damaged the prestige and 
he explained, makes no mention of legitimacy of Congressional inves- 
eg in but refers only to “cer-itigations.” They added that ex- 
ain conduct” by the union. ‘panded newspaper, radio and tv 
|coverage of hearings “have made 
| million of citizens familiar with the 
|dilatory, time-wasting and im- 


Admiral’s Saturation ewasting and i 
. { WwW in 
News Buy on ABC Radio mary committee investigations.” 


P . | Regarding tv coverage, the code 

ABC Radio wrapped up two provides: “Subject to the physical 
chunks of business over the past | pinitati +h : : 

: 4 oe . ‘* | limitations of the hearing room and 
week, tying Admiral down to Spon- | Ag patito 
sorship of its weekend saturation | consiceraties of the. Bhystoet com: 
news package of 22 five-minute |." of committee members, staff 
Gertine “hledee ee |be provided to the various means 

A ieetrel tuin-ail Une 90 . of communications, including news- 

4 e 22 newscasts | papers, magazines, radjp, news- 

is a repeat over last year's summer reel and ieevinies. Pinan be 
deal to Chevrolet, which inaugu-|the duty of the Committee chair- 
rated the package. Packard picked | man to see that the various com- 
it up after Chevvie’s cancellation | munications devices and _ instru- 
in the fall, but ran only until early | ments do not unreasonably distract, 
winter, Catspaw buy gives the ‘harass or confuse the witness and 
Modern Romance” strip an SRO interfere with his presentation.” 
status, with Ex-Lax in four days | The code also grants to witnesses 
week. Web, incidentally, has as-'the privilege of not being televised 
signed Milton Cross, Taylor Grant,|or photographed if they object on 
George Hayes and Arthur Vanigrounds of “distraction, harass- 





Horn to handle the news capsules. ment or physical handicap.” 


' 
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ON THE BOARDWALK 
With Paul Whiteman, emcee 
Producer: Whiteman 
Director: Art Stober 
~ ree Sun., 8 p.m. 

ustaining 
ABC-TV, from Atlantic City, N.J. 

Paul Whiteman, who in recent 
years has become more the emcee 
and talent scout rather than maes- 
tro, is now piloting a lightweight 
summer series originating from the 
Midway Theatre on Atlantic City’s 
Steel Pier. This show shapes up 
as another amateur night leavened 
by a couple of professional turns 
whieh are, in themselves, on the 
mediocre side. Whiteman makes 
for a geniai host, but the series 
will climb no higher than its talent. 

Hour stanza is divided into two 
half-hour sections with the first 
part devoted to a talent competi- 
tion among youngsters. On the 
kickoff (30), six kids, ranging from 
10 to 19 years old, paraded their 
wares in one-minute stints before 
a panel which selected three win- 
ners. These will return for fuller 
showcasing the following week 
when another batch of kids will 
come up fer review.- All of the 
juves were okay, but hardly rate 
a Sunday night spot. a 

The opinions of the judging 
panelists sounded hokey and im- 
pressed as having been scripted in 
advance. The board, consisting of 
Mindy Carson, Dudley Wilkinson, 
Bunny Rosselli and Evelyn Ay, 
were never shown together and it 
looked as if their comments were 
filmed in advance. That, of course, 
would be a switch since the deci- 
sions would then have been made 
in advance of the performances. 

Second half of the show present- 
ed some talent from Whiteman’s 
former “TV Teen Club” show. In 
this category, five-year old Andrea 
McLoughlin was standout in a com- 
edy song routine. Nancy Lewis de- 
livered “I’m Nobody’s Baby -Now” 
in fair style while Vern Hatton 
registered nicely in a smooth tap 
routine. A long musical number 
spotlighted several instrumental- 
ists from Whiteman’s previous 
show and Mindy Carson, in a film 
elip, was tops in “This Above All.” 

The show was stopped dead reg- 
ularly by long station-break com- 
mercials, including some irritating 
agitation by the N.Y. City theatre 
owners against the proposed 5% 
tax. These plugs probably are set- 
ting back -this campaign rather 
than furthering it. Herm, 


AMERICAN ADVENTURE 
With Kani Evans 
Producer: Lux Brill 
Director: Lou Vopecelli 
15 Mins., Sun., 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-TV, New York 

“American Adventure” was bet- 
ter planned than consummated in 
session caught (30), but the basic 
idea appears so sound that there 
is yet room for an entertaining 15 
minutes. Cleverly written introduc- 
tions, delivered by emcee Kani 
Evans, about “atmosphere 20 miles 
above sea level—just right for 
preserving an orange” and about 
the miles of paper that go into 
making a pocket book, promised 
more than was given by the sub- 
sequent exposure of two little 
better than average industrial vid- 
pix. 

From Evans’ intro it was assumed 
that the film following would be 


novel, perhaps pix that WABC-TV 
went out and shot itself to fit the 
format. Whether ABC shot them 
or not, one evolved as a seven or 
eight-minute plug for Minute Maid 
frozen orange jtiee, and the other 
as an affair as dragged out as the 
long white paper rolls shown on 
the presses. Even granting that 
neither processing of concentrated 
fruit juice or the making of books 
has gotten much attention from 
video, the subject matter did little 
to stimulate imagination. Pix were 
fragmentized. In the latter, re pub- 
lishing, sequences were especially 
labored. A hazy camera went from 
choosing a cover, to hundreds of 
pages printed at once (this alone 
was a definite pbus), to cutting, col- 
lating and then to book shelves. 
Evans’ narration was usually ap- 
propriate. He could do _ better 
though if he were to relax more. 

The stock brokerage, Kidder-Pea- 
body, has negotiated for sponsor- 
ship of the stanza. 


SALT LAKE BASEBALL 

With Allan Moll, John Mooney 
Producer-director: Dan Rainger 
Mon., 8 p.m. 

COORS BEER } 
KDYL-TV, Salt Lake City 

This is an example of what can 
be done to carry baseball live and 
not go broke through production 
costs. Just two cameras bring ac- 
tion from the Salt Lake Bees park 
to video homes, and with alert di- 
rection that keeps the lenses head- 
ed in the right direction, viewers 
come in for an evening of solid 
entertainment. : 

Since telecasting of games is 
limited to just seven a year, 
KDYL-TV doesn’t use a fulltime 
sports announcer on the mike. But 
Allan Moll, after taking a couple 
ef innings to shake down, handled 
his chores with smooth ease and 
showed he’s going to be close to 
tops by the time the next game 
rolls around. x 

He got a noble assist from John 
Mooney, sports editor of the Salt 
Lake Tribtine, who was on hand 
to take care of experting. Mooney 
did a Jot more than that, Complete- 
ly lacking in self consciousness, 
Mooney took off like a vet, He not 
only came up with sound master- 
minding, but he also tossed in 

uips, brief“ anecdotes and every- 

thing else that happened to come 
to mind. He couldn’t have done 
better with a script. and as soon 
as he learns not to leave unfinished 
sentences dangling, hé’ll bé ready 
to take over on his own. 

Only slightly dark spot in the 
handling of the game was too 
much attention paid to the pitcher- 
batter combo. A little more spot- 
lighting of what the base runners 
were doing would have helped. 

Commercials were gratifying 
brief and not overloaded. On film 
from the studio, they were low 
level pitch that should have built 
plenty of goodwill for the brew. 

All in all, a good show. Berl. 


CBS-TV’s ‘Pass in Revue’ 
Hollywod, June; 1. 

Dave Barry emceed “Pass in Re- 
vue,” half-hour show auditioned 
by CBS-TV as a potential summer 
replacement or fall starter. On 
the program are Sue Carson, the 
Happy Jesters and others. 
| Paul Harrison and Berni Gould 
produced, Seymour Berns directed. 
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SPOTLIGHT 

With Ray McKisley, Toni Southern 
Producer: James Coleman 
Director: Mike Gargulio 

30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 1 p.m. 
Participating 

WNBT, N. Y. 


The “Channel Four Spotlight” 
succeeding Morey Amsterdam’s 
afternoon session formerly on this 
WNBT, N.Y., period, marks an at- 
tempt by the station to enlarge its 
roster of headliners. Several per- 
sonalities will be given opportu- 
nities to shine in this session and 
should any establish themselves as 
clicks, undoubtedly coniracts will 
be dangled in front of them, 

Teeing off series was Ray Mc- 
Kinley, the bandleader who 
reached musical bigtime as a drum- 
mer in the outfit batoned by the 
late Glenn Miller. McKinley, who 
was previously on the show with 
Amsterdam, is an affable citizen, 
a likeable guy aware of his limita- 
tions in the performing field, but 
with a knack of making the most 
of his attributes. He seems easy- 
going and likes to dip into his own 
memoirs for material. He seems 
at his best when runnning through 
his own ‘reminiscences. McKinley 
showed up well in his drum solo 
“Jungle Drums” and established a 
good rapport with viewers when he 
essayed a pair of songs, one of 
them a charming duet with singer 
Toni Southern. Latter does okay 
in a solo spot, although it seems 
that perhaps a singer capable of 
contributing more in the way of 
gab would serve the needs of this 
show better. 

WNBT has a lot of its own staff 
performers set for roles on show. 
Tex Antoine is due.to come after 
McKinley, who is slated to work 
Mondays and Tuesdays. Jose. 


KNOW IT OR SHOW IT 
With Ed McMahon 

30 Mins.; San. 7 p.m. 
ARTHUR MURRAY STUDIO 
WCAU-TY, Philadelphia * 

One of tv’s first standbys—the 
charade—gets a slight twist in 
“Know It Or Show It,” although 
the slaphappy glee that partici- 
pants engendered principally for 
themselves has been toned down 
somewhat. Gimmick with Ed Mc- 
Mahon’s new version of an old 
pursuit is to ask a puzzler. For 
instance: “What humorous book 
title would sound like a grievous 
reflection on North American 
folkways and rituals?” Answer: 
“Low Man on Totem Pole.” Ptn- 
alty for failure to guess is that the 
panelist must act it out, and the 
other three members then guess. 
Each panelist is given $25 to start 
with and must toss a’ cartwheel 
into penalty kitty’ for each failure. 

Regulars are Gene Crane and 
Bill Hart, both staffers, and spe- 
cial guest panelist at show caught 
was Roxanne. An Arthur Murray 
dance instructress made a fourth. 
Initial guesses were almost uni- 
formly missed, although panel was 
fast on the charades. Audience 
come-on is the gift of a book, ex- 
plaining all the signals for the 
game, to be obtained by writing in. 
_ Sponsor gets plenty plugs, with 
instructors from dance studio 
terping song numbers to be identi- 
fied. McMahon does the commer- 
cial spiel in Godfrey style, using 
the familiar pronoun, “yuh,” and 
the dropped ‘“g’s” on participles 
for the homey touch; He interviews 
Arthur Murray couples; eliciting 
reasons for their taking the dance 
courses. Students’ names and 
addresses also get plug on the air. 
Dance interludes, brief and com- 
mercial as they are, break up the 
quizzer-charades format. Gagh. 


CAPITAL IDEAS 

With Robert S. “Allen 
Producver Al Kane 

15 Mins.; Sundays 11 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WTTG, Washington 

Robert S. Allen, former column- 
ing and radio partner of Drew 
Pearson, is essaying the role of tv 
commentator, in addition to his 
other chores as a syndicated col- 
umnist, author and lecturer. 

This is a filmed show, used only 
locally for the time being, and 
showing considerable promise. For- 
mat has Allen seated at a desk and 
gabbing informally about a wide 
variety of subjects from Washing- 
ton’s cocktail circuit to the top na- 
tional and international news. As 
the gabber discusses various in- 
dividuals and events, still pictures 
and filmed clips of them are cut 
into the film for a change of pace. 

Allen, one of the best digging 
reporters in this or any other town, 
comes up with a share of “scoops” 
and predictions which keep the 
show moving at a lively gait from 
start to finish. 

Further adding to the interest is 
fact that Allen, doubtless because 
of long experience on the gab cir- 
cuit, handles himself much better 
before the video cameras than do 
most news commentators. He talks 
well, smiles easily, and utilizes his 
native Kentucky drawl in a way 
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“Studio One,” on CBS-TV, ob- 
served Memorial Day . this week 
(31) with a dramatic and highly 
suspenseful show. Called “The 
Death and Life of Larry Benson,” 
it was an hour of TV at its best; a 
tight, well-paced presentation that 
had unity of purpose and a telling 
impact. 

Script by. Reginald Rose went 
over ground already thoroughly 
combed by Hollywood, but it con- 


tained a neat switch, forceful dia- 
log and the kind of realism whic 
makes one overlook the kind of 
inconsistencies which go under the 
term “dramatic license.” An ex- 
cellent cast made the story come 
alive from the very start, and Paul 
Nickell’s direction was both expert 
and imaginative so that the whole 
emerged as _ beautifully done 
drama. 5 
Story had a split-up couple re- 
uniting temporarily to welcome 
home a son coming from Korea. 
When he arrived, they found it 
wasn’t their son even though he 
claimed he was and knew every 
detail of their lives. In the end 
it turned out that the son had been 
killed and that the boy returning 
actually believed himself to be the 
dead man. As such, the family— 
united—accepted him. 


Suspense elements were played 
to the hilt. Skip Homeier as the 
confused soldier, looking for love 


out overplaying the part. Chester 
Morris was strong in an emotional 
role as the father and Peg Hillias 
brought dignity and understanding 
to the mother. Hers was an ex- 
ceedingly fine performance. Lee 
Remick hit just the right note as 
the daughter. 


Granting the validity of the 
script, there were some weak’ 
nesses. For instance, Morris’ char- 
acterization, which left -the viewer 
with little sympathy, made it diffi- 
cult to believe the ending in which 
the wife ‘accepted him back along 
with her new “son.” In fact, the 
whole last act, struggling for a 
solution to the situation, had, a 
tendency to disintegrate. However, 
this was more than offset by the 
excellence of the first two acts and 
the remarkable quality achieved 
in some of the scenes, particularly 
the one of the family at the station 
expecting a son and finding a 
stranger, and the quiet conversa- 
tion between Miss Hillias and 
Homeier in which he revealed who 
he was and what had happened to 
the real son. 


There was a haunting quality 
and an occasional effective awk- 
wardness in parts of the show that 
put on it the stamp of distinction. 
It was something producer Felix 
Jackson and director Nickell have 
reason to be proud of. Nicest com- 
pliment one can pay the play is 
that even the attractive and so 
highly efficient Betty Furness -with 
her Westinghouse commercials 
seemed to get in the way this time. 
Title card by. Henry Koerner 
uniquely caught the mood of the 
story. Hift. 


Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis’ 
excursion on season’s final ‘“‘Col- 
gate Comedy Hour” on NBC-TV 
unday (30) was better as a song- 
fest than a comedy outing. The 
madcap duo tried hard in an as- 
sortment of sketches but the yocks 
were few and far between, How- 
ever, the show was an overall 
pleaser because of the many tune 
insertions. 

The pace of the delightful melo- 
dic binge was set at the opener 
with Martin & Lewis dueting on 
“That’s Entertainment.” It’s a 
frisky number, out of Metro’s “The 
Bandwagon,” and the boys gave it 
an appealing and zestful workover. 
Also from “The Bandwagon” was a 
zingy rendition with the chorus 
steppers of “Shine On My Shoes.” 
Production and camera work here 
were exceptional. ' 


_They got off “The Bandwagon” 
kick to plug their upcoming musi- 
cal pic, “Living It Up,” with slick 
spottings of “Every Street's A 
Boulevard In Old New York” and 
“Money Burns A Hole In My Pock- 
et.” Both were sock trailers for 
the film. 

In the past few “Colgate” ses-¢ 
sions Lewis has sepped out alone 
for a pantomime bit. The formula 
was repeated again this stanza spot- 
lighting Lewis as a choral maestro 
leading the singers in “Danny Boy.” 
It skirted the funnybone bullseye. 


The team’s tomfoolery was just 
okay in a sketch about a lonely 
hearts club and very weak in a 
vignette showing Martin as a 
newlywed and Lewis as an intru- 
sive bellboy. 





h | fundamentalist 





In gh it was @ hit for the tune- 





smiths and a strike for the 
scripters, Gros, 


Pastor W. A. Fogel, his Wife, and 
a variety of evangelicals from all 
over the world made the material 
used Sunday (30) to celebrate his 
fourth year on tv. Originating at 
World Conference in San Fran- 
cisco, the human interest was very 
marked in that Indonesian, Boli- 
vian, Belgian Congo and South 
Pacific natives who have been con- 
verted to Christianity (‘Seven Day 
Adventist brand) were interviewed 
in their native garb. While the 
emphasis makes 
this preachment seem remote to a 
New York showmanship-minded 
retviewer, method as distinct from 
content commands respect. This is 
a religious program with a [fot of 
production savez (Anthony Farrar, 
Ed Smith, Stan Younger) and with 
good change of ge As for the 
pastor and his wife they are well- 
scrubbed, wholesome andattractive 
examples of modern camera-con- 
scious pulpit operators. Land. 








There’s an appreciable differ- 
ence between conversation and 
discussion or argumentation, but 
Ben Grauer and his Saturday 
night WNBT, N.Y., “Conversation” 
show seem to have lost sight of the 
fact. Last week’s (29) midnight 
session sounded more like the old 


“Chicago Round Table” than an 


impromptu talkfest designed to 
nn that eonversation isn’t a lost 
art. é 


Participants on the show were 
Max Lerner, Clifton Fadiman, Dr, 
Bergen Evans and Grauer, and the 
subject under discussion was the 
impact of'newer media on reading. 
That the -talk was confined to a 
single topic was in itself a mistake, 
since a real conversation shifts 
and fiows. But Grauer and his 
guests almost grimly stuck to their 
guns of profundity. - _ 

The tendency to try to be aca- 
demic and profound is tempting to 
be sure, and it’s probably fun to 
those who are doing it, but. it’s 
certainly no source of entertain- 
ment to the audience. The boys 
overdid it.this time out, especially 
Lerner, who couldn’t be forced to 
crack a smile. Fadiman and Dr, 
Evans kidded themselves and the 
others occasionally, and Grauer in 
his effort to appear an intellectual 
succeeded in merely being stuffy, 
The art of conversation involves 
the emission of warmth and 
charm, but “Conversation” had 
about as much of both as an old 
Morris chair. 

2 Chan, 


Horton Foote is an old hand at 
creating mood pieces and his dialo 
flows smoothly and pleasantly, bu 
he created a _next-to-impossible 
task for himself on “The Shadow 
of Willie Greer” on the Phileo TV 
Playhouse ove® NBC-TV Sunda 
(30). It was an attempt to presen 
a slice of life in the wake of some 
dramatic happenings that were 





never seen on the screen. 
Play was capably acted out by 
a cast that worked hard within the 
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& 
There’s always the 
chance that o sick man 
will toke @ turn for the 
nurse. 7 


A line from the script of 
The Halls of Ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita Hume~ 
coming soon. 
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HIGHWAY SAFETY 
With Maynard Specce, 
Cedrie Adams, others . 
Producer-director: Jack Huston 
Writer: Jim Bormann 
80 Mins.: Sat. (22), 7:30 p.m. 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

This impressive and thought pro- 
voking program was the kickoff for 
what WC regards, in view of the 
area’s current record breaking 
highway traffic toll which makes 
it so topical and timely, as its all- 
time most important safety cam- 

aign. Judged by the getaway and 
the past. skillful and impressive 
manner which the station hitherto 
has carried off such projects, the 
drive seems sure to stack up as 
one of the more commendable pub- 
lice services hereabouts. 


Strikingly and interestingly, the 
initial show brought out how ef- 
forts to improve highway safety 
affect Northwest lives and vitally 
concern the residents of the 145) 
participating Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and South Dakota counties. While 
revealing the detaiis, it undoubted- 
ly created confidence that the cam- 





paign has been organized’ on the 
usual WCCO comprehensive scale | 
likely to produce beneficial results. | 

In. publicizing the project andj; 
stressing the highway safety prob- | 
lem’s magnitude, the station’s own 
personalities and general manager, 
Larry Haeg, were aided by repre-| 
sentatives of the various cooperat- | 
ing groups. The show also included | 
congratulatory messages from the | 
three states’ governors who thanked 
WCCO for this public service and 
pledged their support. 

Show cleverly developed the fact 
that there is enthusiastic accept- 
ance from the three states’ Agri- 
cultural Extension Services, the 
4-H clubs, Northwest Ford dealers 
and the Twin City Federal Saving 
& Loan Assn. which have_ been 
marshalled by WCCO for the drive. 

Agricultural Extension Services 
officers in each of the counties will 
spearhead essay contest for 4-H 
club. members. Ford dealers have 
donated three 1954 ranch wagons 
and the Federal & Loan $1,500 in 
U.S. savings bonds as prizes for the 
best highway safety essays by 4-H 
club members. Ford dealers also 
will distribute the essay blanks and 
transport 4-H club members to 
Minneapolis for future WCCO 
drive programs. The special con- 
cluding show will be broadcast 
+ ae — Minnesota State Fair 

p 





.. o>. 
Pointing out that the larger pro- 


portion of highway accidents occur | 
in rural areas, the show expressed 
the participants’ confidence that 
the 4H youngsters will evolve 
helpful ideas that will help to re- 
verse the present tragic trend, will 
have ~such measures adopted in 
their communities and Bg re iscsger 
will keep safety in mi when at 
the wheels. The appalling casualty 
statistics were highlighted during 
reviews of other highway safety 
campaigns and hope was aroused 
that this drive’s concentrated ef- 
forts and energy, now harnessed, 
will help to swing the pendelum | 
the other way. 

Considerable contributions were | 
made by director Jack Huston, | 
writer Jim Bormann, staffers Ced- | 
ric Adams and Maynard Speece | 
and an array of prominent people 
in stressing the problem’s magni- | 
tude and everybody’s high stakes | 
in the matter. It was calculated to! 





|} arouse public interest and enlist 


support. 


At a time when tv tends to steal 
the spotlight, WCCO radio con-| 
tinues to refuse to take any back 
seat and once more comes through | 
with another of its contributions 
that have been keeping it so well 
up in the airwave running. Rees. 


RAY HEATHERTON SHOW 
Producer-director; Sandy Howard 
45 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
Mutual, from New York 

Ray Heatherton does a neat dee- | 
jay stanza that fills in along the | 
Mutual network for non-Kaseball | 
stations and most other Affiliates | 
whenever baseball isn’t on. The | 
sustainer accents light string music | 
with occasional vocal numbers pep- 
pered around for a pretty substan- 
tial 45 minutes. 

During the session tuned in (31), 
Heatherton, who is solid among the 
juves as WOR-TV’s “Merry Mail- 
man” and who is a longtime thesp, 
batted out some memorabilia, lots 
of small talk—at times a shade too 
much—in his restful, hesitant style. 
He slotted a full 15 minutes of 
George Gershwin music, rounding 
out his own intros with a measure 
of authenti¢ background on tue 
cleffer’s history. Later, he stirred 
up a handful of numbers like 
“Anna,” a soft vocal rendition of 
“When the Boys Come Home,” 
“My Buddy” and others. (These 
were in commemoration of the 


|other 50° must come from the 





Memorial Day weekend.) 
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CRISIS 


With Bellarmine. College Chorus 
and orch 
Producer-director: Art Sidney 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Loiisville 
This was Volume IX in the 
WHAS public service series to 
bring public attention to the im- 
portance .of supporting independ- 
ent, non-tax-supported colleges. 
Point was stressed that public in- 
stitutions supported by tax money, 
can do half the job, and supply 
50% of the leadership needed. The 


type college which these shows 


spotlight. 
and Catholic | 





, Both Protestant 
colleges told their story on the; 


| 30-minute transcribed shows. Show | 


caught had speakers, music, and 
other production built around! 
Bellarmine College, newest of Ken- 
tucky’s independent colleges, foun- 
ded in 1950. Show was. titled 
“Tomorrow’s Come” and drama- 
tized the story of a new school’s 
problems including the assignment, 
sight, and registration of the first 
student, and graduation. 
Bellarmine College male chorus 


j}and dance band was interspersed 


with talks 
members of 


the 
faculty, 


by 


school prez, 
lol 
the 


and lay 


i speakers. Members of the class of, 


04 were heard, giving their experi- 
ences at the new school. Studio 
Organ provided the musical 
bridges. General tenor of the shows 
is to outline the functions of edu- 
cational institutions not supported | 
by’ tax money. Station asked lis- | 
teners to write for a free booklet, 
which outlines reasons why listen- | 
ers should invest in the state’s 
independent colleges now. Wied. | 


TIME TO INQUIRE : 
With Paul Wallach, others 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 7 p.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


Laudable and interesting, if not | 
always dynamic, this alternate- | 
week program is presented by | 
Young Adults Civic Council, in co- | 
operation with local public school | 


system to acquaint dialers with red 


history of other countries and the 


lives of their people. A native of a) 


particular nation is interviewed by 


a changing panel, moderated by | 


Paul Wallach. The guest is a resi- 


‘Guests start by recapping high- 


woman doctor, interning at St. 
Clare’s Hospital, was quizzed. 
Among others previously heard 
were a brother and sister from 
Greece, and a man from Argentina. 


lights of their lands. 


The program's advantage, the 
presence of a person speaking from 
first hand knowledge and experi- 
ence, is also sometimes a partial 
disadvantage, because of accent. 
Physician, for instance, made rath- 
er difficult listening, although her 
answers were revealing. One of 
the interrogators was a young man 
recently chosen as “community 
ambassador” to Turkey. He natur- 
ally had searching questions to put, 
in preparation for a two-month 
visit there. A second ambassador. 
a young woman, was to appear on 





|the £:1llowing broadcast, in which 


Italy would be spotlighted. 
Curiously, the matter of motion 
picture theatres was raised on at 


jleast two of the originations, and 


provoked challenging replies. This 


| was particularly true of the charm- 


ing Greek-borns, who discussed the 
influence Of American films. The 


‘doctor reported open-air theatres 


in Turkey, 
summer 


where 
rain. 


there is little 


WGY rates a bow for making the 
time available Jaco 
DICK ENROTH SHOW 
Producer-director-writer: Enroth 


15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 6:15 p.m. 
WCCO, Minneapolis 

Because Dick Enroth has become 
an outstanding sportscaster personr- 
ality and commands a large follow- 
ing, it shouldn't take long for this 
new nightly sports roundup and re-. 
gional news combination to snare 
a sponsor. 

Enroth is a recent WCCO acqui- 
sition after winning a rep as WLOL 


sports director the past seven 
years. On his former station he 
had a _ similar program, which 


never lacked a bankroller. 


In this newscast, Enroth is equal-; 
ly at home. While along conven- | 
tional lines, the program is a stand- ' 
out of its kind. It’s well written 
and Enroth spiels in such a way 
as to create impression of spon- 
taneity. He propels a distinctive 
personality as well as impressing 
by the knowledge of his subject | 


dent or temporary worker in Sche-| matter. After devoting more than 


nectady, which has a cosmopolitan 
population due to the world-wide 
operations of General Electric Co. 


On last block caught, a Turkish! 











half of the program to a recital of | 
baseball scores and sports events, 
he winds up with a summary of 
general regional news. Rees. 


JUKE BOX JURY a 
With Peter Potter, emoce; John 
Jacobs, announcer; guest panel 
William H, 


Producer - director; 

Brennan 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30. p.m. 
Participa 
CBS, from 

“Juke Box Jury,” originally a tv 
origination, made its radio bow 
Sunday (30) over CBS. Program's 
entertainment value will be de- 
pendent on the calibre of guest 
panelists employed on the show to 
judge the hit-or-miss potential of 
the latest disk releases. Coast dee- 
jay Peter Potter does an affable 
emceeing job, but some snappy 
gabbing by the guests when regis- 
tering their opinions is necessary 
to make the show an attention- 
puller 

Opener, with Robert Wagner, 
Mitzi Gaynor, Ann Sheridan and 
Art Linkletter. as guesters, sus- 
tained a nice informal air. Some 
of the comments on the disks 
piaved, however, weren't too stim- 
ulating. Grouvn managed to get off 
a few yock lines. with Linkletter 
taking the lead in this category. 
Of four tunes spun by Potter, three 
were forecast as hits, while the re- 
maiming song drew aé split vote. 
Studio audience was also given an 
opportunitv to serve as judges on 


'one number. 


Potter’s dramatic tabulation of 
the votes could be di:vensed with. 
Starting June 13, pree:cam will run 
an hour in the 7-8 p.m. Sunday 
slot. Jess. 


BUDD AND ELOISE 
With Budd Heyde, Eloise Rowan 
Producer: Jack Warner 

150 Mins., Sat., 12:30 p.m. 


. 


| Participating 


KNBC, San Francisce 

This early afternoon two and a4 
half hour musical session should 
prove a hit for the vacationing or 
road-bound audience. Lazy, effort- 
less yack between co-hosts Budd 
Heyde and organist Eloise Rowan 
serve as a platter for musical 
dishes comprised of organ and re- 
corded melodies, ‘ 

Heyde, well known here for his 
fine narrative qualitics and com- 
mercial stints. doubles over with 
co-worker Rowan from Rickey’s 
popular “San Francisco Hour.” 
Though this sesh seems trivial in 
respect to his broad talents, Heyde 
seems to have a ball. There’s a feel- 
ing that he actually enjoys twirl- 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Television 


One of the industry's top executives recently calied this fact to our 
attention: With 16 half-hour time slots per week — more than any other 
independent producer — Walt Framer Productions is currently holding 


down first place on the TV-radio scorecard. Yes, 16 half-hours weekly — 


a Sead eS 


er on 
eft RX, 


and moré coming! That's where you enter the picture. 12 additional 


Framer packages — each with the stamp of potential success — are 


just about ready to be wrapped up and sold. If you're shopping around 


fora sales-effective format, give us a call. Today — right now — 


is the very best time! 


wait framer productions 
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“THE BETTY 
NBC-TV 12:30 EDS.T. 


FAYE EMERSON, New York World Telegram & Scripps- 
Howard Syndicate: 








“It’s hard to explain precisely what Betty White's charm is. Certainly 
she is as pretty as a popcorn ball. But that isn’t it. There are lots of gals on 
TV who are just as pretty and who sing just as well, but they can’t hold a candle 
to Betty ... She has the cheerful warmth of a Mary Margaret McBride and the 
sense of humor of Arlene Francis, and a neat parlay that is. On top of all this 
she has her own unique quality, which seems to be a love of life, combined 


with a complete satisfaction with what she is doing. And that’s pretty rare 
these days.” 


SID SHALIT, New York Daily News: 





“tt has been many an electronic moon since a new and refreshing TV 
comedienne has dented the ranks of the top-rated. But a girl named Betty 
White seems, as of now, to have a fine chance to make it in the big time . .. 
with an eye-twinkle, a chuckle and an arched eyebrow, she can get more out 


of a modestly amusing line than most TV comediennes can extract from an 
epigram by Bernard Shaw.” 


BOB THOMAS, Associated Press: 





“On TV she sings a little and talks a little but mostly she glows. She 
exudes a friendliness rare in this nervous age. NBC is banking on this quality 


to capture the housewife's attention from Coast to Coast.” 


COLLIER’‘S MAGAZINE, John. O'Hara: 





“Betty White, | am informed, is At the Threshold of Big Things . . . She 
is young and pretty, friendly and, if the word is pardonable, wholesome , . « 
she has a trace of self-consciousness that | found appealing . . . Her TV show 
consists of a little singing, a simple dance step or two, the reading of some 
letters—about as dangerously simple a routine as could be attempted . . . 
Personality, first of all. Immediate and intimate . . . In television, you don’t 


need the wagon train .. . All you need is Betty White.” 


BROADCASTING-TELECASTING: 





“NBC TV's search for a new personality to star in a proposed daytime 
variety show came to a happy conclusion when Betty White was signed by the 


network. She appears to be a TV natural... A pretty girl with innate stage 
presence and talent besides.” 


SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER: 





“Any time she’s on television when I'm near a set she can have both eyes. 


And ears . . . She sings like a lark. Her interviews sparkle, her manner is ; 
as refreshing as springtime.” P.S. “Life With Elizabeth” starring Betty White is ™ in 
All this in less than seven months . . . Produced and $trit 








Fee 


“a goose. 


Wednesday, June 2,.1954 _ . VARIETY 33 


6 DISCOVERING BETTY WHITE 


t 


ITE SHOW 


MONDAY through FRIDAY 





* 





= he Ss ariet ' 
z 


— 







































JACK GOULD, TV Editor, New York Times: 





“She is an immensely personable young lady with a very real talent in 
a number of directions and a high quotient of charm . . . if NBC is on its toes 


it should promote Miss White to more important evening hours.” 


HEDDA HOPPEK, Chicago Tribune-New York News Syndicate, 





Inc.: 





“Betty White isn’t a glamor girl. She’s the homey type who started on a 
local TV show about four years age at a salary of $5 a show ... This is even 


more fabulous than Marilyn Monroe's rise to fame.” 


os 


RADIO-TV MIRROR: ? 





“She also is a sparkling comedienne and besides has a charm (there's 
no other word for it) such as every boy sees in his sister and every man sees 
in his wife. She has become the TV America’s sweetheart with a sense of humor. .% 


She is, in truth, a girl with a happy heart.” 





EDWIN SCHALLERT, Motion Picture Editor, Los Angeles Times: : 


“That television find, Betty White, is destined to become a motion picture 
luminary this summer. She is probably one of the most exploitable discoveries 


slated for a@ cross-over into the cinema.” 


s 


TV RADIO LIFE: 





“Betty White's popularity never seems to dim. Now on the NBC net- 
work she is still attracting the same large following. But we still maintain 
that Betty White hasn‘t hit her real stride; she hasn‘t begun to realize her full 
capabilities.” 





JERRY TIDWELL, Radio-TV Daily: 


“NBC has the discovery of the year in Betty White. She defintely is TV’s 











first America’s sweetheart. She already has won the industry's coveted TV 
‘Emmy’ and wait until you see what this gal can do with a commercial—a female 


Godfrey if I've ever seen one.” 


DAN JENKINS, TV Guide: 





“Betty White has all the qualifications. She is young, pretty without being 





a coldly-chiseled beauty, and has the disposition of a storybook heroine. She 


is utterly unspoiled. Furthermore, she has talent.” 


| 


ite is ne in 102 Television Markets (June 1, 1954)... New York @ Beverly Hills @ Chicago 
ed and @tributed by Guild Films. 
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Television Chatter 


i. 





New York 
G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone, NAM 
radio-tv chieftain, with Mrs. John- 
stone on six-week biz-pleasure trip 
across country. Looking in on 
many of the 208 stations now han- 


dling “Industry on Parade”. . 
Alfred Hepson slated for role on 
CBS-TV’s “The Web” June 6 
Femme lead for same stanza is 
Marian Russell . . . Eve Sandeffer, 
producer for WNBT’s “Mr. and 
Mrs. New York,” flies to Rome to- 
day (Wed.) to join an Italian 
couturier in new job... DuMont 
newscaster Don Russell steps into 
thesp role for first time on “Mar- 
tin Kane” via NBC-TV tomorrow 


‘| WGN-TV’s 





(Thurs.) .. . Sam Butera, jazz saxo- 
phonist, making tele preem on 
Steve Allen’s late nighttime show- | 
case Friday (4) .. . Carl Jampel. 
tele scripter for “Dollar a Second,” 
recuperating after emergency op. 
. Ronald Dawson into cast of | 
“Search for Tomorrow” on the 
morrow (Thurs.) .. . Tonight (Wed.) | 
Steve Allen to team with piano 
quartet comprising~ Ken Clarke, | 
Joe Battista, Abba Bogin’ and} 
Jeanne Rosenblum on_ his tele | 
stanza . . . Monica Lewis guesting | 
tonight on DuMont “Stars on Pa- | 
rade.” | 
WABD bringing Ted Straeter | 
back in the  between-hearings | 
(Army-McCarthy) hour of 1:45 
daily, after he got knocked out of 
his 2:45 slot by the DuMont cov- 
erage of the hassle... Annual 
“Star-Time Revue” at Carnegie 
Hall, based on the NBC-TV “TV 
Star Time” kidtalent show, is set 
for June 5. with producer George 
Scheck adding two additional Car- 
negie dates this year, June 12 and 
13... Bruno Wick into cast of to- 
night’s (Wed.) Kraft Theatre on 
NBC-TV ... Harry Townes set to 
play the lead opposite Kim Stanley 
on Phileo Playhouse Sunday (6) 
. . . Current Look completes its 
two-part serialization of the “real” 
Jackie Gleason and also picture- 
profiles Ruth Gilbert. a 
Gene Sultan into ‘Martin Kane 
tomorrow (Thars.) on NBC-TV ... 
WCBS-TV's “An Eye on New 
York” commemorates first anni 
Saturday (5). Same station struck 
a small mine of IDs and announce- 
ments this week: Colgate Palm- 
olive, for Blue Super Suds, inked 
for 12 station breaks for the next 
52 weeks~during “The Morning 
Show”; Polaroid Land Camera 
pacted for an intensive two-week 
pitch via station breaks, and Lip- 
ton, the tea house, took eight IDs 
per week for six weeks. 


' 





Chicago 

Dick Cahill has exited the 
WBBM-TV sales staff to join the 
Chi ABC-TV Selling crew... 
Alderman Robert E. Merriam 
handed a special citation by the 
Chi Federated Ad Club for his 
“Spotlight on Chicago” docu- 
mentary beamed via _ WGN-TV. 
Station also cited by CFAC for its 
multi-faceted sports coverage ... 
Zenith’s research veepee, Dr. Alex- 
ander Ellett, and a crew of 15 tech- 
SOL NEE AMGEN RIM CARE ENE NEED SIE uk SE CIE 























Climate is just weather 
that’s been approved by 


nicians in New York setting up 
equipment for the Phenevision 
test being conducted over WOR- 
TV... Kay Westfall and Bob 
Murphy notch their fourth anni as 
co-hosts of the “Bob and Kay” 
daytimer, currently on WNBQ... 
Circus Clown Club of America 


_| presented ABC’s “Super Circus” 


clowns with a special merit award 

Jim Lounsbury emceeing 
“Bandstand Matinee,” 
teenage participation show pack- 
aged by Rudon Productions which 
bowed yesterday (Tues) in the 
post-baseball afternoon slot... 
Cerebral Palsy telethon on WICS- 
TV, Springfield, racked up over 
$20,000 in pledges. Eighteen-hour 
show was emceed by Bernie Water- 
man . WGN-TV’s 


House O’ Plenty . . 


sports film series on WNBQ Sun- 
day nights for 26 weeks... 
Sarra’s Chi shop lensed a series of 
tv blurbs for 
National Bank 

“Hawkins Falls’ given 
award as the top Chi-originated tv 
production . 


NBC-TV’s 


runs on WGN-TV. 











Tele Reviews 








to add interest to his performance. 
At no time, however, does the 
draw] prevent him from talking 
cleanly and understandably. 

This looks like the best news 
commentator show to be offered 
from Washington recently—either 
on radio or tv. Lowe 


CINCINNATI BASEBALL 
With Waite Hoyt 
BURGER BEER 
WCPO-TV, Cincinnati 


(Midland) ‘ 

Camera coverage of weekday Na- 
tional League games at Crosley 
Field is greatly improved this sea- 
son, due mainly to the . removal 
of a high section of the screen 
behind home plate, eliminating a 
permanent annoyance to viewers 
on lensing of pitching and bat- 
ting. 


With Waite Hoyt at the mike 
for his 13th consecutive year, and 
all for the same sponsor, follow- 
ers of the Cincy Reds continue 
to be well pleased. To them the 
former hurling star of the majors 
is still a bigtimer in a different 
field. 

Hoyt’s play-by-play accounting 
has always been for radio, linking 
with television in recent years. 
Broadcasts are of every game, 
those way from home being dram- 
atized from wire reports. 

The Burger network, claimed to 
be the first- and now the biggest 
for baseball, has 41 radio and five 
televisicn stations hooked togeth- 
er. The AMers are in Ohio, Indi- 
ana, Kentucky and West Virginia. 
Video feeds by WCPO-TV are to 
WHIO-TV, Dayton; WLWC, Colum- 
bus; WHIZ-TV, Zanesville, O., and 
WSAZ-TV, Huntington, W. Va. 

Burger has for long held an ex- 
clusive air rights agreement with 
the Reds. Its advertising agency, 
Midland, headed by Jack Koons, 
a top official of the brewing com- 
pany, has Hoyt under longterm 
contract. 

On telecast days* Lou Smith, 
Cincy Enquirer sports editor and 
baseball writer, does a pre-game 
“Dugout Dope” 15-minute stint 





the Chamber of 
Commerce. 










A line from the script of 
The Halls of Ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita Hume— 
coming soon. 
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only for WCPO-TV. Dick Bray con- 


| tinues in his steenth year of “Fans 


|in ‘the Stands” pre-game broad- 
casts on WCPO. Koll. 


|| FCG at NARTB 


Continued from page 28 


drastically alters the entire tele- 
casting picture, a chain reaction 
that could effect the ‘old pros” of 
VHF as well as the UHF “rookies.” 
And it was the bogged down state 
of UHF that gave bite and drama 
to the FCC forum the final day. 
Despite Fellows, opener that the 
commission members had agreed 
not to discuss matters “currently 
under investigation,” Comr. Hen- 
nock insisted upon reading her 
statement on UHF which she'd al- 
ready handed out to the press. 
She proposed that all tv assign- 
ments be halted forthwith while 
the Commission drafts a new na- 
itionwide allocation table which 




















Wednesday | nels “is no longer possible.” 
night stock car racing telecasts | 
|from Sante Fe Raceway sold to 


. Ethyl Corp.|the UHF band would become the 
‘has slotted the “Big Playback”! home of. television. 


New York’s Chase} V*-UHF allocation plan. How 
CFAC’s | with what will simmer down to a 


. . Midwest Chevrolet | Saved? ill t 
bankrolling “Foreign Intrigue” re-|S0 enthusiastically responded to 
Vv 


| sion? Will it accept a few hundred 


Continued from page 30 Same} she asserted. 


“would eliminate the VHF band and 
place all the stations in the UHF 
portion of the spectrum. This 
brought an immediate and bitter 
reort from Comr. George E. Ster- 
ling who charged his distaff col- 
league with making a “rash and in- 
temperate . . .attack on the FCC en- 
gineers who devised the preesnt 
allocation plan. Other members 
of the agency were quick to echo 
his views that Miss Hennock’s pro- 
posals were an over-simplication 
of a complex situation. 

In support of her demands for 
an immediate freeze, Miss Hennock 
said that if UHF dies “competition 
in television will die with it and 
this powerful medium will wither 
into a rigid pattern of monopoly.” 
She charged that because of “the | 
|way VHF has- been permitted to 
smother UHF” the FCC’s original 
hopes for a nationwide tv service 
based-on 70 UHF and 12 VHF chan- 





“As far back as 1945 the Com- 
mission anticipated that eventually 


Three years 
‘later we imposed a _ freeze 
| while we devised an 82-channely 


‘can we possibly in 1954 be content 


12-channel service if UHF is not 
Will the public which has 


television accept such restrictions 
on this pewerful means of expres- 


stations where it could have 2,000? 
Will you as independent broad- 
casters accept it? Of course not;” 


When acting FCC chairman 
Rosel H. Hyde chided her for not 
sticking to the advance ground- 
rules, Miss Hennock rebutted ‘“‘it 
would have been an awful letdown 
to the UHF interests merely to dis- 
cuss some minor matters. She said 
“I would have been remiss in my 
duties not to state my honest views 
on such problems.” 

Resentment on the part of her 
fellow members. to her determined 
“crusading” stance, was easily ap- 
parent as the panel kicked around 
the whole range of radio-tv prob- 
lems, from FM to educational tv. 

Taking part in the en banc rag- 
chewing besides the aforemen- 
tioned were: Robert T. Bartley, 





John C. Doerfer and Robert E. 
Lee, Comr. Edward Webster re- 
mained in Washington to -watch 
the store. . 





Continued from page 31 








STC 
ing records and mouthing song 


lyrics if only to rake up personal 
memories. , 


Last show dialed (23), “Budd and 
Eloise” dug deep into antiquated 
clef files to give listeners a disk 
ride on such oldies as ‘Poor Butter- 
fly,” “Lazy,” “Tell Me Pretty Maid- 
en,” “Tiptoe Through the Tulips,” 
| ete. Eloise’s organ presentations of 
| “Put On Your Old Gray Bonnet,” 
_and “Green Eyes” were especially 
ear-pleasing. 

Though program is a trifle heavy 
| with verbiage, hosts make it pain- 
| less and manage to keep their mu- 
sical hours perking. 
| 


 —— 


|| Young Dolls Up 


Continued from page 26 





Tone, 


























ee cm eee 
| Young, in fact, was a symphony in 
| blue: dark blue tie and _ blue, 


| single-breasted suit, with black ox- 


fords and dark hose. Curiously, 
both he and White—latter dressed 
in a brown suit with white shirt— 
sported suit vests, despite the high 





temperatures prevailing. 
Ruckeyser scored a beat by in- | 


,terviewing White and Young, 
first, on the air. Bill Bradley made | 
an on-hand report for WGY, | 
Schenectady. Gus Lampe, WPTR | 
general manager, who several | 
months ago nad called Mutual's at- 
tention to the importance of cover- 
/ing the battle for operating control 


doubled between the Armory and 
the station throughout the day. 


Atlantic City 


Continued from page 26 






| 











j 


jin Atlantic City, of course, although 
the localities have pitched in on 
the Whiteman segment as if they 
owned the show (which to a certain 
extent they do). It's a longrange 
project to provide the country with 
|televised coverage of Atlantic) 
City’s annual highlights—the Miss 
America contest, the Shriners con- 











t——— Continued from page 27 


‘ventions, racing, etc. Overall in- 
tent is to take advange of Amer- 
highest-pressured 


’s latest and 
yhoo medium. 


Along with the need for tele in- 


stallations to ballyhoo the city. 


there's developed a real physical 
need for the facilities. Television 
has become an indispensable tool 
of the convention and the sales 
meeting for individual companies. 
Presence of an originating studio 
and a relay enables the city to 
bring in sales execs for closed-cir- 
cuits meetings with dealers all over | jo¢a) stagehands unions, 
the country, with meetings ranging 









DuMont Grid 








concerned, the 12 football-packed 
weekends being offered by Du- 
Mont, for which Westinghouse paid 
and 
contract rights with the league, are 


being mulled in Chi by four not- 
quite-as-big appliance manufactur- 
The 
four firms, plus a possible fifth 
from another industrial field, are 
expectd to make up their minds 
shortly. Besides cost, a difficulty 
seen to inking the contract with 
the web is overlapping product. 
However, the could-be sponsors are 
now working out details among 
themselves to avoid such duplica- 
tion in the event they make an af- 
firmative decision. Deal, if realized, 
provides the appliancers rotating 
segments within each of the ap- 


a basic $2,800,000 for time 


ers for joint underwriting. 


proximately 90-minute games. 


In the meantime, at least one 
other potential sponsor has popped 
up, this one large enough to spon- 


sor solo. 


Eugene W. Castle 


aaa CORtinued from page 2? jaw 











“a patriotic American,” as authori- 
ty for ‘the statement that Strei- 
bert’s gang was doing “nothing” to 
counteract Europeans’ general im- 


pression that Sen. Joseph R. Mc- 
Carthy was about to take over 


the U. S. Government. 


Norton and Hodges both chided 
Castle for constantly “breaking in” 
(Castle’s voice could often be 
heard in background while camer- 
|as were on other speakers) and for 
Castle was 
undismayed. His strategy is the 


being too “emotional.” 





Par, N.Y. for TV 


| Continued from page 1 = 


»| Mondays. ABC offer is to close the 

Pp. of late Monday after. 
noons, clean it out, reopen it for 
the gratis Firestone audience, anq 
finally resume its picture program, 
throwing in a midnight show. Un. 
derstood it’s been okayed by AFM 
prexy James C. Petrillo, IATSE 
prexy Richard Walsh and IATSE 





Firestone reportedly meets to- 


from a few ton pérsonnel all the. day (Wed.) for a final decision, and 
way to thousands of employees. 


the chances are pretty good that 
_ABC will get the business. NBC 
| is out, and CBS is also reportedly 
in the cold because of the time. 
ABC can offer Monday night with- 
out any trouble. 


TV Followups 


Continued from page 30 ——* 











limitations of a thin script. But 
the spark was missing and Foote 
relied too much on dialog and not 
enough on his director, Vincent 
Dohonue. His one main character, 
a poor Texas farmer, was remark- 
ably verbose in communicating his 
feelings and thus weakened the 
emotional irapact. 

Dorothy Gish as the grandmother 
provided a busy and believable 
character sketch. Her scene in 
which she dictated a letter to her 
grandson was outstanding. William 
Hansen played the old man and 
provided a fine portrayal of the 
farmer yearning to win back the 
grandson he loves like his own 
child and desperate because of the 
wall between them. It was not an 
easy part since the Foote script 
insisted on spelling out every emo- 
tion and motivation instead of 
leaving that communication up to 
the talents of the individual actors. 

Wright King as the boy—con- 
fused, lonely and on the threshhold 
of maturity—did extremely well 
and contributed solidly. His taci- 
turn character contrasted oddly 
with that of the old man who offers 
him his love and asks his forgive- 
ness. ’ ‘ 

Donohue’s_ direction, utilizing 
very few sets, brougnt the charac- 
ters into reasonably sharp focus and 
managed to create some of the 
needed movement. In smaller 

arts, Pat Hingle and Nan Mc- 

arland did very well. Fred Coe 
produced. It was a brave Philcd 
attempt that didn’t quite make the 
grade. Hift. 





. Memphis—Bob Sticht, w.k. Mem- 
phis announcer who left here two 


strategy of attack. He promptly|years ago to join the Marines, 


declared his view that it was time 
for business men (and newspaper- 


men) to take charge of propaganda, 


and take it away from professors 
and logrollers. «+ 


Castle made much of American 


. 4 


is now staffing again for WMPS, 
Memphis’ ABC outlet. 














Cop Lotsa Prizes 


Washington, June 1. 

American made documen- 
taries and non-commercial pix 
are being entered in interna-_ 
tional festivals throughout the 
world by the U. S. Informa- 
tion Agency, and are copping 
a large share of the prizes. 

USIS reports about a score 
of such awards in the past few 
months. Films are made not 
only by government agencies, 
but also by state governments, 
and by industrial firms. One, 
which recently copped a gold 
medal at the Second Interna- 
tional Art Film Festival, in 
Venezuela, was “The Raven,” 
based on the Edgar Allen Poe 
poem and reproducing Gus- 
tave Dore’s illustrations. 








propaganda centers in foreign capi- 
tals being downy nests for lazy in- 
competents on Government payroll. 
Located in fashionable residential 
neighborhoods, these places were 
actually “out of bounds” to the 
natives. The whole U. S. propa- 
ganda scheme had little or no rel- 
evance to the natives of countries 
we were irying to court. Castle 
has long advocated the point of 


viéw that Hollywood's own commer- 


clally-motivated line of features is 
far better “sell” for the United 
States than the documentaries 
made by Uncle Sam. 

When the half-hour was over, 
nothing had been proved except 
that Eugene W. Castle is a formid- 
able slugger in verbal encounter. 
Burt may have been the second 
most notable figure, having as mod- 
erator retained § ah 
poise throughout. Everybody else 
was limp, including the audience. 


astonishing | 

















Eileen BARTON 


Currently 


FLAMINGO HOTEL 
LAS VEGAS 


CORAL RECORDS 
Dir.: William Morris Agency 
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COLGATE. COMEDY HOUR 


Sundays 


Mgt. Willlam Morris Agency 








SUMMER RENTAL 


Mahopac, 1 hr. City, 3 Bdrm. charm- 
ing ranch home, fireplace, television, 
washing machine, large patio, 2 beov- 
tiful acres, private lake neor golf. 
ACADEMY 2-6030 

| Weekends Mahopac 8-4177 
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Some make a 


< bigger dent 
than others 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Reynolds, manager of CBS Radio press info, addressing a dinner 
meeting of the Long Island Public Relations Assn. tonight (Wed.).. . 
WABC deejay Mort Lindsey will originate his “Boy Next Door” show 
from the Paramount Theatre lounge on Fridays, with Pat Rhodes ditto- 
ing on her Saturday midnight stanza, “This Is Patti”... WCBS 
plugged its Memorial Day weekend safety campaign with a unique de- 
vice—a telegram from station topper Carl Ward datelined Roosevelt 
Hospital Traffic Emergency Ward. 

Mutual Broadcasting commentator Cedric Foster off to Guatemala 
for coverage on Communist situation there. Won’t return to web until 
June 7, and until then Nelson Churchill subs during weekday strip .. . 
Lewis Strauss, boss of Atomic Energy Commission, got exclusive WQXR 
airing when he appeared at Columbia U. Alumni luncheon yesterday 
(Tues... Others who spoke include school prexy Grayson Kirk and 
Harold Rousselot, school chairman . . . Noble Sissle and Phil Goulding, 
WMGM gabbers, received scrolls from United Negro College Fund 
for aiding in promotion of inter-racial relations in N. Y. see Pub spe- 
cialist Joe Dine (Dine & Kalmus) up and around after being taken ill. 
_. . Alfred Simon, director of WQXR light recorded music, cleffed one 
of the numbers in “On The Wing” revue by the American Theatre 
Wing which opened last week . . . Stan Freeman, who held down where 
“Music Through the Night” now is on WNBC, gets Skitch Henderson’s 
slot at 10:30 to 11 p.m. The musician gabber was in at same four 
some time ago. 

Three d.j..s among Mutual's affiliates won the web’s “Perry Como 
Disk Jockey Show Competition” awards yesterday (Tues.). Named 
were Dick Williams, KAKE, Wichita; Ray. Perkins, KFEL, Denver, and 
Billi Gordon, WHK, Cleveland. e 


IN CHICAGO... Be 





cial man Bill Edwards off for a look-see of the Cal.-Oregon lumber 
camps; KRON director Bob Glassburn to Seattle for visit. 
4 


IN CLEVELAND ... 


WHK signed its disker, Bill Gordon, to another year’s contract... 
WGAR’s Betty Sala, back to traffic desk after three-week illness... 
NBC’s Bill Davidson into new home >. . Brooke Taylor, ex-WTAM- 
WNBK program director, in first freelance chore at WXEL’s “Full 
Face” pickup of cancer research fund drive . .. WHK’s Brian Hodgkin- 
son matriculating from college film course . .. Jack Perkins; WGAR 
newscaster, elected to Omicron Delta Kappa . . . Gloria Brown hob- 
bling to WTAM broadcasts with aid of crutches after apartment house 
tumble . . . WGAR to stage “Golf Sweepstakes” hole-in-one tourna- 
ment in conjunction with National'Golf Day . . . Coca-Cola pacted 
WXEL junior ball game Saturday show .. . Ben Silverberg batoning 
WTAM pop orchestra. 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Jane Gibson doing WKJF-TV publicity in addition to her daily halt- 
hour women’s show .. . Ted Perry Erdel, ex-singer with Shep Fields, 
doing sales promotion for Rogers Professional Registry, which will be 
put out by Gloria Rogers, WJAS continuity writer, and associates... 
Crucible Steel has renewed Joe Gibson’s 7 o’clock newscasts on WWSW 
for another year .. . Bob Parks, Playhouse actor and graduate of Car- 
negie Tech drama school, has been added to producers’ staff at KDKA 
.. . John Helsel, Sun-Telegraph sports editor, has weekly quarter-hour 
Sunday evening on Channel 53 devoted tq little league baseball . . . 
Bill Grimes’ cross-the-board sportscasts on WKJF-TV have been re- 
sumed ... Although Don Faust and- WENS have parted company, he 
still retains his stock in the station ... Burke Waters, KQV salesman, 
won the nod for Republican committeeman of McCandless Township 
in primary election . . . Model and ty actress Elearor Schano and 
Barry Kaye, WJAS deejay, have broken their engagement . . . News- 
man Dan Mallinger and floorman Eddie Koch have left Channel 16... 
Joe Sahayda has joined technical department of KDKA. 


IN BOSTON... 


Newscaster Jack Chase, who recently concluded a stint as Lt. Com- 
mander in the Navy, has joined ‘the WBZ-TV news department and 
will handle special assignments on morning news broadcasts. Before 





Chuck Wiley, ex-Chi CBS publicity director, has signed on with 
Zenith Radio Corp. . . . WGN prepping a special five-chapter treat- | 
ment of the Benedict Arnold story to be aired on Mutual’s “Chicago | 
Theatre of the Air,” starting Saturday (5). Series will be written | 
and directed by Jack La Frandre, with Maurice Copeland in the title | 
role, and John Mallow narrating . . . Deejay Howard Miller gets a two- | 
page spread in this week’s issue.of Look mag... “Amateur Hour,” | 
bankrolled on Chi radio by Morris B. Sachs stores since 1934 and on | 
tv since 1949, renewed again on WLS (AM) and WBKB (TV). .* Chi 
NBC newsman Jim Hurlbut honored by the Welfare Public Relations 
Council of Greater Chicago Tor his “contributions to the better un- 
derstanding of social welfare.” . . . WGN special events chief Gene 
Filip directed station’s special Memorial Day weekend traffic bulletins | 
in cooperation with the Chi Motor Club... Taped reports from Eu- 
rope gathered by Chi NBC news director Bill Ray on his overseas | 
junket for three months this summer will be bankrolled on WMAQ 
Sunday evening by Talman Federal Savirgs and Loan .. . Larry Gray- 
son, graduate of Arthur Godfrey’s CBS “Talent Scouts,” takes over for 
four weeks on ABC's “Breakfast Club” while singer Johnny Desmond 
vacations on the Coast ... Steve Krasula of the WMAQ-WNBQ ad- | 
promotion staff repped the stations at the Illinois Pharmaceutical con- 
vention in Springfield last week. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


New motion picture blood will transfuse from KRON-TV’s tele- 
veins around July 1. Station landed 30 choice movies in a deal (25) 
with General Teteradio ... . visitor Eddie Cantor was talked into mak- 
ing his only local teevee appearance on Jerry Bundsen’s KGO-TV 
“Took Who’s Here” (29)... . Abner George joined KCBS as summer 
relief announcer ... Walter Jamond, KROW announcer, revealed (21) 
his marriage to.a Salt Lake City lass . . . Don Ross appointed account 
exec for local CBS radio spot sales .. . KCBS bandsman Ray Hackett 
hospitalized with a kidney ailment. Station’s femme commentator 
Jane Todd also on the sick list . . . Vacation bounders: Video commer- 


+ 
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Haves & Have Nots 


Continued from page 25 








testimony in order for resumption 
of the D. C. hearings. As it 
shapes up it looks like NBC and 
CBS (with their enviable V affili- 
ations) vs. ABC and DuMont, with 
their big reliance on the U’s. A 
key CBS spokesman, deploring the 
Screwball charges can fact that the present probing into 
: the UH debacle hasn’t been 
only be countered with channeled to the FCC, “where it 
belongs,” rather than leaving tv’s 
fate in the hands of a compara- 
tive unhep group of politically- 
conscious senators, describes the 
Situation as “far more critical 
|than anyone can imagine.” 
If, he asserts, the Potter Com- 
| mittee succumbs to the blandish- 
|ments of those who would “divide 


sanity. A cracked pot 
cannot hold water over 
a long period. 





A line from the script of 
The Halls of ivy starring 
Ronald Colman and his 
wife Benita Hume— 
coming soon. 


|nots” to grab off the V’s of the 
i “haves,” it’s a safe bet that the 


|day won't exist. ‘‘Why pour mil- 
{lions of dollars and imagiration 
| into programming, why spend mil- 
‘lions in the public interest, on!yv 
ito let others grab off what you've 
toiled for years to accomplish.” 


| that, with elections coming up, the 
decision will be chiefly dictated 
| by polities. 


Elinor Lee Goes Web 


Washington, June 1. . 
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ge for WTOP-CBS, will be one 
z of three special correspondents on 
Custom Shirt Makers { | the new Mike and Buff CBS “Mail 


to Stage, TV & Screen Stars ' Bag” airer starting next Monday 
SPECIALIZING IN (7) 
DRESS and SPORT SHIRTS 


Fred Janders, Jue. 


77 W. 47th St., NYC, Plaze 7-$865 


spots on alternate days by Eloise 
Cummer, from Chicago, and 
George Fisher, who will do Holly- 
i Wood news, , 





| action at the station... 


; the time being . 


the spoils” and permit the “have | 


| tv networks as we know them to- | 


Just what’ll happen is anybody’s | Club, with Joseph Baker, KMTV, as new two-year director. 
‘guess. But as long as the issue Dahlgard, KBON, named a one-year director. 
rests on Capitol Hill, the V’s fear |~ i a meneame 


, 
| Elinor Lee, veteran femme news- | 


tne ap the service, Chase was a newscaster at WCOP .. . Marie 
Houlahan, WEEI publicity head, has been elected treasurer of the 
Publicity Club . . . According to a joint survey by WNAC-TV and WBZ- 
TV there are 1,179,000 tv sets installed in the Hub covefage area. 
This is an increase of 8,170 over the previous month’s survey . .. Dee- 
jay Art Tacker has ankled WBMS to take over as manager of the 
Show Time nitery. In addition to managerial duties Tacker is aifing 
a nightly platter show (from the spot) via WVOM .. . Paul Knight has 
taken over the late night to early morn deejay chores on WBZ re- 
placing the “Jerry and’ Sky” program ... Wally O’Hara, WEEI an- 
nouncer who’s been hospitalized for the past month, has returned to 
. FCC has approved the sale of WCOP to the 
Boston Post with the present programming setup to remain intact for 
. . The annual “Break-Up Party” of the Radio-TV 
Advertising Execs Club was held at the Boston Club last Friday (28) 
...A contest, open_to boys between the ages of eight-16 based on an 
essay titled “Why I Would Like to Visit My Nation’s Capital,” is cur- 


|! rently being conducted by WBZ-TV’s Bob Emery, the 30 toppers to 


be rewarded with a one-day flight to Washington. 


IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Allen _Prescott show, WFIL-TV morning program tabbed “Wife- 
saver,” went off the air last®week :. . John Facenda, WCAU staffer 
and announcer on the “I Love Lucy” show, will emcee the “Johnny 
Night” ceremonies at Shibe Park, sponsored by the Daily News and 
the Variety Club, Tent 13... Bill Schwartz, formerly with WCBS, 


! 
| New York, has joined KYW, as a director ... Albert P. Krivin, KYW 
sales rep, has been named to the membership committee of Philadel- 
phia Chamber of Commerce . .. Mrs. Norma B. Carson, retired Phila- 
| 


delphia policewoman, will direct and narrate a series of juvenile de- 
| linquency shows over WIP ...WCAU-TV’s Ed McMahon served as 
| judge for Sylvania’s “Folks Are Fun” picture contest, in New York 
| (26) .*. . William H. Sylk, executive head of WPEN, has been named 
| chairman of the board of Golden Slipper Square Club, Masonic phil- 
anthropic group ... Sheidon Gross acted as guest moderator for “Junior 
Press Conference” (31) ABC-TV origination from WFIL-TV, subbing 
for ae Sena NS Ruth Geri Hagy, who conducts collegiate panel 
regularly. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS .. . 


| Annual local AFTRA awards for best locally produced tv and radio 
| Shows and personality toppers, with impartial Minneapolis Advertising 
| club committee the judges, found KSTP leading field with 13 winners. 
WCCO chalked up 10 to finish second and was trailed by U. of Min- 
nesota radio station KUOM which copped three. Other stations landing 
one or more awards were WDGY, WMIN, KEYD and WTCN. KSTP’s 
| George Grim and Bill Ingram each won two to take highest honors 
/among individuals. Award winners also included Jack Horner, Wes 
Fesler, Rollie Johnson, Jack Buetel, Dr. E. W. Ziebarth, Arle Haeberle, 
Jeanne Arland, Bob DeHaven, Joyce Lamont, Bud Kraehling, Gordon 
| Eaton and Bob Bradley ... Tv trailers for movie, “The Mad Magician,” 
| brought parents’ complaints in letters to newspapers because of “sin- 
| ister” scenes shown 


'IN OMAHA ... 


| Frank P. Fogarty, general manager the past three and one-h: y 

of Meredith WOW, Inc., upped to v.p. and elected to the ve ae: 
directors .. . Sam Cohen, acting news director of KFAB, received the 
| National Safety Council public interest award on behalf. of his station 
at a ceremony here last week . . . National Assn. of tv and radio farm 
directors to meet here Friday (3) for three days .. . Orville Weimer 
doing Ak-Sar-Ben race selections on Jack Payne’s WOW-TV morning 
show ate WwW. H. Finch and R. W. Rouse have opened their 250-watt 
KCSR radio outlet at Chadron, Neb., and are operating fulltime with- 
out network affiliation . » . American Legion taking time on John 
.Dickson’s KBON program to boost its club membership . . Lyle 
DeMoss of WOW and WOW-TV elected prexy of Omaha Advertising 


Emory 











Probation, Treatment | _‘It’s Now Permanent 
For Roy K. Marshall After one false start, ABC-TV 


has set permanent assig 
Philadelphia, June 1. , assignments for 


Dr. Rey Ie Reece. ooteatin’. the commentators on its Monday 
network tv commentator and for- ™8ht fight program from Eastern 
mer education director of the} Parkway Arena. Fred Sayles 
WFIL stations, pleaded no defense WATV, N. Y. announcer who did 
to charges of sending obscene lit- last week's show, has been tappec 
erature through the mails to teen- for a permanent ringside 
| age girls. Marshall was placed un- blow, while ex-figher 
| der five years probation by Judge Loughran is set as permane 
| Lae oS 8 er U.%. District announcer, 

; Court, on the condition that he en- Web preeme nev 

| ter the Norristown State Hospital and ins nen ae mee 
for treatment, after the first fight, ie 
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| FCC-Lamb 


=a Continued from page 2¢ —| 


directly or indirectly ident; 
with the Communist party. — 
The Commission requested dis. 
missal of Lamb’s complaint on 
three grounds: (1) that Lamb has 
failed to exhaust administrative 
remedies through the FCC before 
going to Court; (2) that he has 
failed to show how the Commis. 
sion proceeding has caused him 
“Orreparable injury”; and (3) that 
even if the court action is not 
premature it has been filed with 
the wrong jurisdiction and should 
be with the U.S. Court of Appeals 
where FCC actions are handled. 


The Commission had previously 
filed an opposition to Lamb's mo- 
tien for a preliminary injunction 
to restrain the~ agency from pro. 
ceeding with his case until the 
Court acts on the complaint. It js 
expected that arguments on this 
motion, as well as the Commis. 
sion’s motion to dismiss, will be 
held within two weeks. Former 
Atty. Gen. J. Howard McGrath 
will probably argue the case for 
Lamb and Warren Baker, FCC’s 
new general counsel, for the Com- 
mission. 





4 





NCAA Grid 


aaa Continued from page 25 —" 


sponsor, from ABC-TV for a re- 
gional package this season. But 
the deal was dropped when the’ 
conference decided to go along 
with the NCAA one more year. 
(ABC-TV subsequently grabbed off 
the national grid schedule). 


Father Joyce also pointed to the 
NBC-TV. pact with the Canadian 
pro league for a series of Saturday 
games this fall, as another weak- 
ness in the NCAA approach to ty. 
He said the networks haven't auto- 
matically “reserved” Saturday af- 
ternoons for the NCAA’s exclusive 
use, and that it was inevitable that 
the webs not participating in the 
college telecasts would move to 
program competitively. He ovre- 
dicted it would,be only a matter 
of time before the American pro 
grid teams moved into the Satur- 
day afternon “vacuum,” and stated. 
he’d heard reports that CBS-TV 
has plans for major Saturday p.m. 
programming. 

The sports panel was chaired by 
George (Coach) Higgins, veep and 
general manager of KMBC, Kan- 
sas City, and chairman of the 
NARTB exports committee. 








_ Seattle— Wally Nelskog, disk 
jockey on KJR here, has received 
okay from the FCC for operation 
of a station in Yakima at 900 ke. 
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57th Street, 118 West Ci 7-1900 

‘| GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL 

Room with Private Bath 
from 95.00 

2 Rooms and Kitchenette 

| from 160.00 

| Monthly on Lease 


Full Hotel Service for One or Two 
Persons Included 




















Also Moderate Monthly Arrangements 
, wavo 
. ON EVERY CHANNEL § —* 
ve K e | 
‘BROOKS; 
‘ COSTUMES ! 
| 1 3WestGtst St, .Y.C. Tel PL 75800 | 
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PROCKTER TELEVISION 
ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


Is Now 
The Exclusive Representative 
; For The 


READER’S DIGEST 
TELEVISION SERIE 


, Produced by 


CHESTER ERSKINE 


Three Films Are Available For Screening 





Address All Inquiries 
To 


PROCKTER TELEVISION ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


“6 221 WEST 57th STREET 
NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK 
JUDSON 6-6800 
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VARIETY - ARB City-By-City Syndicated and National Spot Film Chart 





VARIETY’S weekly chart of city-by-city ratings of syndicated and na- time factors, since sets-in-use and audience composition vary according to 





tional spot film covers 40 to 60 cities reported by American Research Bureau time slot, i.e., a Saturday afternoon children’s show, with a low rating, may 


have a large share 


and an audience composed largely of children, with cor. 


ona monthly basis. Cities will be rotated each week, with the 10 top-rated responding results for the sponsor aiming at the children’s market, Abbre. 


film shows listed in each case, and their competition shown opposite. All viations and symbols 


ratings are furnished by ARB, based on the latest reports. 


are as follows: (Adv.), adventure; (Ch), children’s; 
(Co), comedy; (Dr),' drama; (Doc), documentary; (Mus), musical; 


This VARIETY chart represents a gathering of all pertinent informa- - (Myst), mystery; (Q), quis; (Sp), sports; (W), western; (Wom), 


tion about film in each market, which can be used by distributors, agencies women’s. Numbered symbols next to station call letters represent the sta- 
pe no pi clients as an aid in determining the effectiveness of a filmed tion’s channel; all channels above 13 are UHF. Those ad agencies listed as 
show in the specific market. Attention should be paid to time — day and distributors rep the national spot sponsor for whom the film is aired. 





NEW YORK Approx. Set Count—4,175,000 Stations— 


WCBS (2), WNBT (4), WABD (5), WABC (7), 
WOR (9), WPIX (11), WATV (13) 








TOP 10 PROGRAMS DAY AND APRIL SHARE SETS of TOP COMPETING PROGRAM 
AND TYPE STATION DISTRIB. TIME RATING (%) USE PROGRAM STA. RATING 
1. Rheingold Theatre (Dr)...... WNBT..........Interstate.......... Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... 20.2..+eee0++ 49..004..-. 40.9; Blue Ribbon Bouts....,....WCBS ....... 21.1 
Sports BeOS. ..k. cdecvcc ge occcc.. 154 
2. Foreign Intrigue (Dr)........ WIN iscee wae J. Walter ThompsonThurs. 10:30-11:00 ......19.0......00. 47. c0e00-4.- 40.3| Place the Face...... She teat ED 60 6405362 
3. Superman (Adv). ..... 2.0005. WBE: cecsscces Leo Burnett....... Mon. 6:00-8:30 .....02. 17D. csceccce SB.cccccee 34.2 |G O'Clock Report. .....cccse WORMS ccccee. *53 
Early Show........ 2000 oo Ae <6 6 c0cee*B3 
4. I Led Three Lives (Adv)...... J a Ziv... cece cee g eee + SUN. 10:00-10:30) ...056-1E.Dccosecee 27..cceeee- 96.0 | What's My Line..... PPO, a eee 
5. Annie Oakley (W)............ ere CR dikes 0 0.05 0:05 aad OOO. svete? «be 13.7. ieee BBiccccesese 30-4 | Boat the Clack......cscacss WCBS 02600+.263 
6. Cisco Kid (W).......... ona WHDTE «5 ciae dS vans seeccc ce MYL 6:00-6:30... ccse ss ESPs cede dees  MBedbccsce. “SOR 16 Otlack Bemert. 5.065 ova0s WOM 00.005.°SS 
Early. Show..... sevscesesWCBS ....6..*83 
7. Duffy’s Tavern (Com)........ , 2 3 cee MPT «cc ccc cc cee s MON. 7:00-7:30... 000 es BBB i cccdees Bicccccceos S34) Early Show. .2:. Tree eee, ~ ane | x 
Range Rider (W) ............ WNBT ...ks. 3058 _& SC ee ee Ro ae o  ABBi cs coves e Gh ccccvcccs 20.0 | Camtasia MiGmteRt. ..... ccc ce WOM cccccces 3.1 
9. Favorite Story (Dr).......... WNBBss oes ous RS acecces Mon, 10:90-11:00 ©. 68583 ALD. .ccccvce S0reecccess 45.6) Studio One... 2... cccccces WCBS owsves 24.3 
10. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)..WCBS.......... 7 e err eee eee UT) ee ee 10.2...ed00.0 BB..cceeee. 349 ]Man Against Crime.........WNBT .......1432 





* Weekly average rating. 








DETROIT ‘ Approx. Set Count—1,150,000 


Stations—WJBK (2), WWJ (4), WXYZ (7) 









































: / 
1. Range Rider (W) ............ WUVE. cdoveca Se 660d Fri. 7:00-7:80 6. 0ckbces. 31.0....2000. Sliccoeeses 38.4)Life With Father... ......¢+,WIBK :...0:. 5.8 
2. Badge 714 (Myst)............ rt ST nadeacdaces Sun. 7:00-7:30 2.0.02 e0s BOG... .cccee SFreccccces 55.9 | You Asked for It.. 0.000000. WXYZ. «sence 24.7 
3. Dangerous Assignment (Adv)..WWJ........... ea Govrgatestees Sun. 6:006:30 424...3 of SSeoe obs 0 OR. wccvcoee on-a | George Jessel... .: erry hoy Meroe Ee fo 
Coy), ees). Pe ROT Sere .+.» Thurs. 7:00-7:30 .....45. RRS eee hk eee err, . ° See T 
5. Ramar of the Jungle (Adv)....WXYZ......... » yd ee rer owes BU. Cit OO. keeper cas BO x46 6s Seda Tl. ccccssccs a0-0 | Lime OO Sor Heets..4i6. occ ee. wanton e 256 
Man About Town.........WWI ,....5.. 16 
6. Victory at Sea (Docum)....... WS oven cens ss. BG iis eras oe tin Sun. 6:30-7:00 .. cece ee 21D. ceeeeee 50..e4002-- 44.0 | Boston Blackie...... vececesWKYZ 1000-161 
y a Death Valley Days (WwW) -_eeeeer WJBK... ereeees McCann-Erickson. . .Tues. 8:30-5:00 «ee Mate wie mde .'tauee es oe Mt. «chase cee 61.5 Milton | EM, eNO, 
8. Wild Bill Hickock (W)........WXYZ......... Leo Burnett....... Mon. 6:30-7:00 .......+-21.0....0.-.. 87...++004. 242 | Telenews Ace........ ic osha: wacke ta ee 
Weather ...:.. Sere. rrr 
9. Superman (Adv)..........--.- WXYZ........- Leo Burnett....... Wed. 6:30-3:00 ....e00: 18.7 eciecce Bh.cccccce. 223 | Telenews Acé....:. con cccop es Geegewse 18 
‘ Lo ae vse ceses svéaws, OB 
10. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)..WWJ........... 4) o'eé 0nd ccc s- WOU. 202021700 pac ces 11 Dies che ce. BO- cacegcee : 40 | Blub Ri MOuts. oc ccc. WAM oo tec cc 28.1 
7 Greatest Fights..........WJBK .......168 
CLEVELAND Approx. Set Count—1,100,000 Stations—WNBK (4), WEWS (5); WXEL (9) 
ee seer, | are Guild. .............Wed 9:00-9:30 .........32.5........+ 45...0004-. 72.0 |Kraft TV Theatre...@.....WNBK ..:....28.4 
2. Annie Oakley (W)............ WNBK......... GRS -5.cdce. os des 9 0t,. 6230-7:08%. 255 66 oO. eect MO. access OO |Retky Kae. . ae... eee la 
3. Range Rider (W)............. WH. vesiaa? ro “pee ag PS eae 0 MBB. codnss BO... c000.ep) SRM Wem AME for It...... 5.3. WREL ....0..160 
4. Clase Kid CW)... .cvcccccucs- WNBK......... er eee egpeet Sat. 6:006:30 .......... OM sce exes ¢ Ch. ncccccce SEM | BORE UNE. CIOCK. 6... ccc cee WW coerce 18.1 
5. Superman (Adv)...... sageese WNBK......... Leo Burnett.......-. Mon. 6:00-6:30 ......... 23.8....... -» 84......... 28.4 }Movie Matinee...... veseee WEWS .....-. 19 
6. China Smith (Adv)........... ee oe Ui RS Sat. 7:00-7:90 ... secede Sea + 10..ceeee0+ 32.0 | Wings to Haly...... ers popeeeg 
7. Foreign Intrigue (Dr).........WEWS........ J. Walter ThompsonSun. 10:00-10:30 ....... 20.6. ..sece0 40......... 51.1 |Loretta Young.............WNBK .......21.8 
8. Ramar of the Jungle (Adv)... WEWS......... 1 GE eee Sat.5°00-5:30 .......... PR: . 58......... 35.5 |Bowler’s Jackpot...... ee eee CT 
9. Kit Carson (W).............. WNBK........-. CAS sia sanrngies® Thurs. 6:00-6:30 ....... eR gece cece. BUS [amb Sie....... OS eR a ES 
10. I Led Three Lives (Adv)...... MUEOWS . ivceir ms ee Rees ad Cease Pei, 10:9041-00 oa veces: TEN <6 ke couha 26.....++-+ 643 | Cavalcade of Sports........WNBK ....... 43.2 
~ ° | 
ST. LOUIS | Approx. Set Count—565,000 Stations—KSD (5), WTVI (54) 
1. Favorite Story (Dr)........... RNR sis aw weiss 1 ETS Pe eee SCPE Tues. 9:30-10:00 ....... Se cscs 93...006-.. 52.8|See It Now...... Re SS SE ee OY 
2. Waterfront (Dr) ........ a 8 86— er UTP... cee eee neces Fri. 10:00-10:30 ........ 37D... c0c0.s +» 98......... 38.7 |Movie Showcase............WTVI .....-. 0.3 
3. I Led Three Lives (Adv)...... ree RE cl tera Sie POS. cory W ed. 10:00-10:30 ....... Sear - 96......... 38.3 |Movie Showcase............WTVI ....... 0.7 
4. Victory at Sea (Docum)....... PE: a a eae Thurs. 9:30-10:00 ...... Ot hee © B8..ccceeee 38.6 | Wrestling ......cccocecccc WEE cccccoe 1.7 
5. Crown Theatre (Dr)........-- FP re COE 2 tcnxen pies s Tues. 10:00-10:30 .......34.8...... +++ 92....0-0-, 37.9 | Stars on Parade........00..WTVI ....... 0.3 
6. Superman (Adv)..........--. I «< couic's ssaaee Leo Burnett....... Sat. 5:30-6:00 ...... 000 33.6...06006+ 98....0006. 34.2 /Feature Films..............WTVI ....... 03 
%. Liberace (Mus)... .. .ccccaces- (ll SRS OF Guild............. Ne OS | PEPE EP - 89......... 341/Faith for Today............WTVI .. ee a 
S. Close Kid (W)..:....ckeeres NS sc emantos MOE, on. hs ong nnn. «cine can ia ot ae «+++ 30.0 | None, 
9. Wild Bill Hickock (W)........KSD........ ... Leo Burnett ...... Sat. 12:00-12:30 ........ eee 100......... 27.2 | None. 
10. Cowboy G-Men (W).......... SSA F WISMINGS... 654846 vo meat. 12:26:1:00 ..04 cre ve 0 Ry ae Ee 6 oes - 26.2 | None. 
: , ae 
CINCINNATI | Approx. Set Count—440,000 Stations—WLW-T (5), WCPO (9), WKRC (12) 
1. I Led Three Lives (Adv) ..... WLW-T......6% ZAV. .cccecsccevees ‘Thurs. 8:30-9:00 ....... 1B. nc cccees G4. ce ceeee 65.1 | Four Star Playhouse. V 7.1 
© Week MTD... os on ccees WOPO: os ce GS ik nee ottos'ss 3 Sun. 6:00-6:30 ......... BOG. snk ic dca Wiindcess. 402 | Meet the Press WE ge 
3. City Detective (Myst)......... MERG... 0,-4.0; EE Swen dade iyi Mon. 9:30-10:00 ........ git » 41......... 62.8|Rt. Montgomery Presents...WLW-T ......20.2 
4. Liberace (Mus) ............. WEEC. ....00-: MRNA cs evs cata Sat. 7:00-7:30 .......-.. germ o ewe . 54.6 | Midwestern Hayride ...WKRC ...;...20.9 
5. Heart of the City ......... WERC....6<035: EE ee Wed. 9:00-9:30 ......... O68. i. .t603 e.. ...° 63.7 |Kraft TV Theatre.........) WLW-T ......28.2 
6. Cowboy G-Men (W) ......... ap aiRE Flamingo......... Sun. 1:30-2:00 ......... | eet’ a«, +++» 23.1 |Sunday Matinee....... oe ace 3.3 
7. Captain Midnight (W) ....... OU. cuisine: Tatham-Laird......Sun. 1:00-1:30 ......... 905 iis cues Reixicces . 21.6 |Sunday Matinee....... seve scansy O48 
8. Kent Theatre (Dr)........... WLW-T........ unger tore mais Wed. 10:30-11:00 ....... Bic sedives 34......++. 38.8 |Blue Ribbon Bouts..........WKRC .......22.9 
Ringsi 
9. Wild Bill Hickock (W) .......WLW-T........ Leo Burnett...... Sun. 6:30-7:00 ......... Se ae inieaky 41 |von Be Thee SITE Wepo:l100081 
10. Mr. District Attorney (Myst)..WLW-T........ ZiV.. sc sscccecce TUOS. 10:30-11:00 ....n.. SAR bc nave Drditexs 39.7 |Name’s the Same...........WCPO ......-19.3 
KANSAS CITY Approx. Set Count—360,000 Stations—WDAF (4), KCMO (5), KMBC (9), WHB (9) 
1. I Led Three Lives (Adv)...... Ms Sivaens es BAY: tn bescegievens Wed 9:30-10:00 ....... 24.7. ccccee ++ 42....4+++. 58.4/Blue Ribbon Bouts.........WHB ..ceee.-25-7 
; : Sports Spot..... WHB 21.6 
2. Boston Blackie (Myst) ....... NY ee Bde Recetiais att Thurs. 9:30-10: rt : ttt eeeees teteeees 
>. ee eee 8s Alla al | pgeteointecr saya anak He ae | 8 ‘eeeeves ° 2 reece eee oe peace the Face e000 sececceeWHB .580000013.9 
4. Wild Bill Hickock (W)........ WAT, s;;.00.., Leo Burnett....... Wed. 5:00-5:30 |...... 868. cccsce, O46...) Sas Pee covsesee CMD voseees 08 
5: Cisco Kid (W)......... rw ravcavtir. Bie 50 8 ee 6 6 Sun. 5:00-5:30 ......... 99.....002 eer pies: 30.2 Annie Oak i ittttt ROMO «sere. 9.2 
é, Genecmen (Adv) —_— ~ eet dol Na eage oo tae - > aeaadi gabe a aa e Oakley oe sane ose oben. &aoe0-38-8 
ota a ere easton —n Mon. 5:00-6:20... dS ceeeeeee seseeeeee 20, ronlier Theatre.......0c¢.KEMO ..cocece 4-7 
eer re UN. 3:30-4:00 2... r0ceee A eee ae esses 25.1|Zoo Parad 0 
8. Annie Oakley (W) ........... i ee Eee is See sret eerre Sun. 5:00-5:30 13.1 43 30.2 | Ci + SERRE, cosheoe sMmmmrocsenes @ 
9. Favorite Story (Dr). .....0 2.2, BR cncoens ae inimeteiaichcuaal Tues. 10;:00-10:30 |......12.7....00.. 40... 0s0cce-31- Man AgainasColne. "eee =e 
. Badge 714 (Myst)........... EMBC.......... -pppnadenten Thurs. 10:30-11:00 |... iidsscsevt 64...... (22 17.9 |Life of Riley..0. es... cLLWDAP tenn, 63 
Sports Club..............KCMO ..... . 16 
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TV-FILMS 





VIDPIX SING 





Looks Like a Long Haul on Finalizing 
Standard Contract Form For Vidpix 


4 





There appears to be a wide area + 


of misunderstanding between sta- 
tion execs on the NARTB film com- 
mittee and distribs over just how a 
final agreement hetween the two 
groups on a standare exhibition 
contract will be reached. The 
NARTB committee apparently ex- 
pects distribs to unite to present 
their side ef the case, but from all 
indications, no solid distributor 
front will be represented in talks 
over provisions of the contract. 

NARTB film committee chair- 
man Harold P. See of KRON-TV, 
San Francisco, announced at the 
television film workshop session 
last week at the NARTB conven- 
tion in Chicago that the committee 
had completed a rough draft-of a 
standard exhibition contract. He 
added that the committee would 
confer with distributor groups on 
their suggestions for the contract, 
and that by fall, a final draft would 
be presented to stations and dis- 
tributors. 

Asked after the session just how 
the distributors would be contact- 
ed, See replied that several he had 
spoken to indicated they would 
confer as a group and would draw 
up a draft of their own. The com- 
mittee would then compare the 
distributor draft and its own and 
draw up a final contract form 
agreeable to both parties. 

But two of the distribs men- 
tioned by See emphatically de- 


(Continued on page 61) 


HTS Series On 
‘Commando Cody’ 


With its “Stories of the Century” 
well under way saleswise (it’s set 
in 41 markets, with Anheuser- 
Busch in as a regional sponsor), 
Hollywood Television Service has 
unveiled its second syndicated se- 
ries, a half-hour science-fictioner 
titled “Commando Cody, Sky Mar- 
shall of the Universe.” Studio City 
Productions, the HTS producing 
subsid, has completed the first 13 
for fall release, and the producing 
eompany is working on two more 
series for release later in the year. 

“Stories,” the Republic telepix 
subsid’s first syndicated effort, has 
been picked up by Anheuser (Bud- 
weiser) in 10 markets already, with 
its sights set on’ 20 more. Bud 
bought the pix in three Florida 
markets, in Dallas, Spokane, Seat- 
tle and Portland and in three Idaho 
cities, with the midwest said to be 
Budweiser’s next target area. 

“Stories” are all half-hour west- 
erns, With varying story lines. Rea- 
son for the variation in story lies 
in what HTS prexy Earl Collins 
believes to be the Republic subsid's 
natural advantage over indie tele- 
Pix producers—the availability of 
motion picture footage for inser- 
tion into the telepix. HTS has bor- 
rowed freely from the Rep vaults 
for scenes that would cost an indie 
as much to make as a half-hour it- 
self. HTS is therefore able to in- 
sert Indian scenes with as many as 
2,000 extras, etc., a budget item 
that’s negligible in a theatrical pic 
but way out of line in a half-hour 
telepic show. . 


Dine & Kalmus Set For 
TPA’s Flackery Chores 


Firm of Dine & Kalmus is taking 
over flackery chores for Television 
Programs of America, effective this 
week, following the resignation of 
Dick Miller, who's joined Ed Jaffe’s 
flackery as exec v.p. Miller has 
held down the spot for the past 
three months, after some time as a 
freelancer and a turn with J. Wal- 
ter Thompson. ' 

D & K will handle TPA as one 
of their house accounts (another 
is the DuMont network). Flacks 








formerly handled Sereen for a spe- 
ag drive a couple of months ago. 
JO Dine is an old vidpix hand, hav- 





‘Public Defender’ As | 
‘Lucy’ Summer Sub: 


Hollywod, June 1. 

Summer replacement for “I Love 
Lucy,” which bows off CBS-TV on 
June 28, is “Public Defender,” Hal 
Roach Jr.-Carroll Case production 
starring Reed Hadley. It takes 
over the first Monday in July for 
the Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz starrer. 
Philip Morris bankrolls both 
“Lucy” and “Defender.” The sum- 
mer replacement is currently seen 
on the same network Thursday 
nights. 


NBC Film Grants 
WOR-TV Summer 
Hiatus on Vidpix 


unusual step of granting WOR-TV, 


N. Y., a 13-week summer “hiatus” 
on playdates and payment for some 
five half-hour telepix series it’s 
sold the station. Move came after 
months of negotiation between sta- 
tion and distributor on the station’s 
plea to NBC to allow it to cancel 
the vidpix contracts. 

Instead, NBC Film is allowing 
the station to hold off for 13 weeks, 
since WOR-TV finds it virtually 
impossible to find a sponsor for the 
pix during the hot days. Station 
will resume in the fall with the 
five series and will try to pick up 
bankrollers then. It won’t have to 
pay NBC for the use of the pix un- 
til it resumes. 

Besides having pleaded with 
NBC for a cancellation, the station 
had been conducting precedental 
negotiations with other Gotham 
stations to unload the films to them 
at a discount and so get the nut 
off its own hands. These negotia- 
tions were cancelled last week 
when NBC okayed the hiatus. 
Series were brought under long- 
term contracts last fall and winter- 
and its understood that the WOR- 
TV bill from July 1 to the expiration 
of contracts will run the station 
some $240,000. Only property for 
which WOR-TV has a sponsor is 
“Badge 714,” which Chesterfield 
bankrolls locally. 

Pix involved besides “Badge” are 
“Inner Sanctum,” “Dangerous As- 
signment,” “Paragon Plathouse” 
and “Captured.” Gray has been of- 
fering the run-of-contract on the 
pix for a maximum of 20° dis- 
count, but that figure is understood 
to be too low for the stations with 
which he’s talked, NBC Film Divi- 
sion has been aiding him in the 
negotiations as an interested party 
to which WOR-TV has appealed 
for aid in unloading the pix. NBC 
Film refused to terminate the con- 
tracts. 

One big stumbling block is the 
price WOR-TV-is paying for the 
properties. It bought “Badge” for 
$2,400 a week, and picked up 
“Sanctum” for $2,750. Others were 
less expensive, with “Captured” 
and “Paragon” going for $500 a 
week. While stations contacted feel 
they can sell “Badge” at that price, 
“Sanctum,” which has gone sus- 
taining on WOR-TY, represents too 
high a program fee for a station 
to wrap up a bankroller with. 


Blackburn to SG 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Norman Blackburn, former J. 
Walter Thompson Coast veepee 
and onetime NBC-TV national pro- 
gram director, has joined Screen 
Gems as executive director. He'll 
act as liaison between the Colum- 
bia vidpix subsid’s production de- 
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FLOCK OF MAJOR 
ENTRIES ON TAP 


September will see the greatest 
deluge of new vidpix product yet 
unleashed on the syndicated mar- 
ket, with at least 20-half-hour 
series being readied for fall re- 


lease, along with countless quarter- 
hour and short subject series. In 
addition, the fall will witness sev- 
eral shows hitherto confined to net- 
work or national spot (for a single 
sponsor in limited markets) getting 
to the hinterlands for local bank- 
rollers for the first time. 


While the big push is on for the 
fall, product for a summer start is 
by no means unavailable. There 
are some 15 new nalf-hour series 
on the market that have been made 
available only over the past two 
or three months, and telefilm pro- 
gramming isn’t very much of a 
problem. What does constitute a 
headache for the stations, however, 
is the fact that few of the syndica- 
tors have indicated just how their 
fall properties will be reelased. 
Most of them are pitching their 
shows at network and national and 
regional clients and holding back 
from approaching the stations with 
the properties. From their view- 
point, it’s a necessary way of doing 
business—the big bankrollers are 
doing their fall shopping now, and 
if a sale is to be made, now is the 
time. From the station’s view- 
point, however, it’s also time to 
program for the fall, and they’re 
liable to be hurt if the syndicators 
don’t come through with available 
properties right away. With the 
shortage of network time, however, 
it’s likely that most of the shows 
will go -either syndicated or na- 
tional spot. 

Availabilities 
Upcoming in the fall are the fol- 
lowing properties: “Passport to 
Adventure” ‘(ABC Syndication); 
“Florian Zabach Show” and 
“Frankie Laine Show” (Guild); 
“Paris Precinct” and “Sherlock 
Holmes” (MPTV_ Syndication); 
“Secret File, U. S. A.” Official); 
“Captain Gallant of the Foreign 
Legion” and “Halls of Ivy” (Tele- 
vision Programs of America); “You 
Were There” (United Television 
Programs); “Rin Tin Tin” and 
“Damon Runyon Theatre” (Screen 


Gems); “Rudy Vallee Show” 
(Minot): “Holiday” and ‘“Erro} 
Flynn Show” (National Telefilm 


Associates); an untitled dramatic 
anthology series and “International 
Police” (Flamingo); “The Whis- 
tler,” “Man From the Islands” and 
“Sheena, Queen of the Jungle” 
(CBS. Film. Sales); “Commando 
Cody” (Hollywood Television Serv- 
ice), and several other series for 
Which distribution hasn’t been set, 
such as Bill Broidy’s Broderick 
Crawford starrer, Don Sharpe’s 
Henry Fonda-hosted dramatic 
series, and the Sam Goldwyn Jr., 
series dealing with the super- 
natural. 

Set to become available for un- 


(Continued on page 61) 


Campbell Soups Sets 
‘Ford Theatre’ Summer 
Reruns Vice ‘Soundstage’ 


Screen Gems has finalized a 
summer deal for the last ef this 
year’s “Ford Theatre” reruns, set- 
ting them with Campbell Soups for 
an NBC-TV ride in place of the 
Friday . night “Campbell Sound- 





work rerun basis, but it gives it a 


NBC-TV at 9:30. 
Campbell runs the third cycle of 


day 
others on Thursday at 9:30. And 
Helen Curtis uses still another cy- 





partment and ad agencies, net- 
works and clients. 
Blackburn recently headed his 





ing served as Ziv-World publicity 
topper, . 


own vidfilm production outfit. 


‘pix locally to KNBH and Regal 
' Beer. 


Reynolds In US. To Finalize 
‘Holmes, Other Vidpix Activities 








vv 


Stuart, Dorrell McGowan 
Form Own Prod. Outfit 


Hollywood, June i. 
Stuart and Dorrell McGowan, the 


who've turned out “Death Valley 
Days” for Pacific Coast Borax for 
the past two years, have formed 
their own production outfit, Mc- 
Gowan Productions. They'll head- 
quarters at the Kling Studios. 

Pair will continue to produce 
and direct “Death Valley,” which 
is distributed on a national spot 
basis through McCann-Erickson. 
Dorothy B. McCann of the agency 
continues as supervising producer 
on the series. 


WABC-TV’s 13-Wk. 
Cuffos as Come-on 
For Spot Vidpix 


In its bid to bring over top na- 
tional spot vidpix business on a 
permanent basis, WABC-TV, N. Y. 
flagship of ABC-TV, is offering the 





ly cuffo or heavily discounted time 
deals. 

WABC-TV veep John Mitchell 
confirmed the report that Ballan- 
| tine is getting its Wednesday night 
ireplay of “Foreign Intrigue” ‘fol- 
|lowing initial weekly run on WNBT 
‘on Thursdays) on a cuffo basis for 
13 weeks, and added that he was 
offering to give Liebman Breweries 
a 50° time discount for 26 weeks 
on its Henry Fonda telepix series 
if the brewery would follow that 
with a 52-week full-rate contract. 

Mitchell implied there's: some 
sort of commitment from Ballan- 
tine and J. Walter Thompson in- 
volved in the “Intrigue” deal, but 
wouldn't specify how firm a com- 
mitment it is. He said WABC-TV 
is cuffoing the time for two rea- 
sons: (1) for the free program as a 
bid for local audience, and (2) in 
an effort to bring the Ballantine 
biz over to the station in August, 
when it’s preempted from its pres- 
ent time on WNBT by the hour- 
long “Lux Video” showcase. He 
indicated there's a good chance the 
show will end en WABC-TV. 

Mitchell's also hunting for other 
top telepix product for the station 
buildup, although he’s not sure 
how he. can schedule it until the 
ABC-TV fall schedule becomes a 
little more concrete. He's already 


(Continued on page 61) 


FINAL DISBURSEMENT 
TO BISNO CREDITORS 


Final disbursement of some $30,- 
000 in cash and $560,000 in notes 
is being made to 250 investors in 
\the Snader-Bisno tv-film enterprises 
| as a result of court approval of the 
| arbitration award made in January 
| by Judge Samuel R. Rosenbaum. 
| A Los Angeles court approved 
|the award two months ago. Final 
| judgment involves the payment of 
iall investments by Alexander 
| Bisno, who volunteered to refund 
jall the coin. One group of inves- 











|the Bisno notes, while another 


| $500,000. 
| Notes are payable over a 10-year 


| before 15 months for 20° in cash. 
|Bisno has accepted similar notes 


'ment in the enterprise, in addition 
'to the notes for $560,000. 


producing-directing brother team | 


national spot bankrollers complete- | 


+ Sheldon Reynolds’ deal with Mo- 


tion Pictures for Television for dis- 
tribution of his “Sherlock Holmes” 
telepix in the U.S. is but one phase 
of the producer's multi-pronged ac- 
tivities on the “Holmes” property. 
Reynolds took over all film rights 
| to the Arthur Conan Doyle series 
when he made his deal with the 
Doyle estate, and the current pro- 
duction involves simultaneous tv 
and theatrical distribution in a 
number of countries. 

On the telepix side, he’s got U.S. 
distribution through MPTV syndi- 
cation, along with a deal for the 39 
half-hours to air in Britain via the 
BBC. On the theatrical side, he’s 
already set a deal with United 
Artists to telescope three of the 
half-hours into a feature film due 
for delivery in mid-July and thea- 
trical showings in the U.S. shortly 
thereafter. He’s also set theatrical 
deals in France, Italy and Ger- 
| many, al! involving combinations of 
| the telepix episodes. All this with 
only 13 pix in the can. 

Reynolds disclosed the facets of 
his “Holmes” operation in New 
York last week. He’s in the coun- 
try in agency ‘J. Walter Thompson 
on “Foreign Intrigue”) business, 
also for huddles with MPTV. He 
flew to the Coast yesterday ‘Tues.) 
to talk a feature deal ‘not 
'“Holmes”) and returns next Tues- 
| day (8), after which he returns to 
; the Continent. 

Under his deal with the Doyle 
estate, he gets exclusive film rights 
(tv and theatrical) for a period of 
seven years after payment of his 
last minimum guarantee, Contract 
has the usual option clause which 
would enable him to retain the 
rights for many years to come. Rey- 
nolds says he swung the deal, not 
on the basis of cash, but on his 
track record with “Intrigue.” 

Shooting in Paris, he’s already 
completed 13 of the pix, which star 
Ronald Howard (son of the late 


(Continued on page 61) 


‘Tvy As Gen. Foods 
Sub For Buttons? 


There’s reported to be more 
| than passing interest on the part 
;of General Foods and Benton & 
Bowles in the upcomine Ronald 
)and Benita Colman “Halls of Ivy” 
| vidfilmer as a renlacement for Red 
| Buttons on CBS-TV. Buttons is 
i definitely out for next season. and 
|General Foods. which is holding 
| on to the post-“Lucy” time. is cast- 
|ine about for a substitute show. 

| Television Programs of America 
Milton Gordon and Mi- 
ich] Sillerman beth deny that a 
| deal for “Ivy” is in the works, 
| though. They make the point that 
jevery telepix distrib is pitching 
| Shows at B & B and that the pilot 
of “Ivy” hasn't even been com- 
pleted. But it’s understood B & B 
has asked to see the pilot and 
whatever rushes have been fin- 
ished, which isn’t merely a case of 
a distrib pitching a show. Pilot is 
scheduled to be in the can by 
next week. 


JOS. P. SMITH CLAIMS 
CONTRACT BREACHED 


Joseph P. Smith, former general 
| sales manager of. Lippert Pictures, 





i 
' 








| toppers 








stage.” Not only does the deal put | tors will have received 40% of its | filed a suit in New York Supreme 
this year’s “Ford” output on a net- |$500,000 in cash before getting | Court last week against Lippert, 


| Tele-Pictures, Official Films and 


three-nights-weekly exposure on | group will have gotten 20°% of its| William F. Broidy. 


| Charging breach of contract, 
| Smith is asking for a total of $92.,- 


the “Fords” for eight weeks on Fri- | period, with holders having an op- 000. Smith claims he’s due a per- 
at 9:30. Ford repeats with 13 \tion to settle after nine months and| centage of the profits of Tele- 


| Pictures, a firm which he helped 
| organize in 1951. Company was 


cle in Armstrong's Tuesday at 9:30 \from Louis D. Snader for $29,000 | set up to distribute Lippert pictures 
slot. Campbell deal is furthermore | and Samuel Markovitch for $10,250 | to television. 1 
unusual in that Campbell’s net-/|in settlement of the awards made | charges Official Films and Broidy 
work does not include Los Angeles, | in his favor by the arbitrator. Bisno| with conspiring with Lippert to 
|where Sereen Gems had sold the | has lost $88,000 of his own invest- take over the tv distribution of 


Smith’s complaint 


Lippert pix. Smith is now sales 
|manager of Guild Films. 
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‘Put TW’S 


to work} 


ROD 
ms 


| %* Consistently top rated in Sponsor-Telepulse list % Renewed by Falstaff Beer in 52 markets, for 
i of ten leading syndicated film shows! (Average _—=- another great selling season! | 
rating: 21.2) 








* Promoting Procter & Gamble’s GLEEM toothpaste 
% Top Telepulse ratings —22.2 in Birmingham; with spectacular ratings in leading TV cities! 
18.7 in Boston; 40.2 in Buffalo; 


57.0 in Charlotte: 20.2 in Seattle! % Available in many key markets! 










Phone...wire the MCA-TV office nearest you! 

















...And now, a complete TV film distribution service for al 
MCA (CANADA) LTD. BEVERLY HILLS: BOSTON: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA: 9370 Santa Monica Bivd. 45 Newbury Street 
111 Richmond Street CRestview 6-2001 or COpley 7-5830 
BRadshaw 2-3211 curcace: 
, i. NEW YORK: ATLANTA: _ 
. : 430 North Michigan Avent 
598 Madison Avenue 515 Glenn Building DElaware 
ib. ah PLaza 9-7500 Lamar 6758 7-1100 
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SMASH HIT 
FOR YOU! 


CAMERON | 
DETECTIVE” 


‘| Now i in production.. Another full season 
lof America’s top-ranked syndicated film — 
Show! Doing a bang-up job for sponsors 
in over 150 markets! 






















of Canada for agencies, stations and sponsors: 
CLEVELAND: DALLAS: SAN FRANCISCO: ROANOKE: 















1172Union Commerce Bldg. 2102 North Akard Street 105 Montgomery Street 3110 Yardley Drive, NW 
CHerry 1-6010 Prospect 7536 EXbrook 2-8922 . ROanoke 2-4857 

n Avenue CINCINNATI: DETROIT: SEATTLE: NEW ORLEANS: 
3790 Gardner Avenue 837 Book Tower 715 10th Nerth 5405 South Prieur 


SYcamore 9038 WOodward 2-2604 Minor 5534 UNiversity 5104 
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42 MUSIC VARIETY Wednesday, June 2, 1934 
Jocks, Jukes and Disks Longhair Disk Reviews 





Stan Freberg: “Point Of Order” 
—‘Person to Pearson” (Capitol). 
The current Army-McCarthy hear- 
ings may not result in any conclu- 
sions, but it’s been a boon for 
comics and now is the takeoff point 
for a sock disk by Stan Freberg, 
the “Dragnet” parodist. If “Point 
of Order” doesn’t hit, it’ll only be 
because it strikes a more sensitive 
political nerve which the jockeys 
may want to steer clear of. In any 
case, Freberg has come up with a 
pointed, sometimes hilarious satire 
of the D. C. hearings and, in par- 
ticular, of the junior senator from 
Wisconsin. If the country can still 
laugh about it, the U. S. is in good 
shape and Freberg’s inquisition of 
a stray sheep in a “shearing,” 
rather than a hearing, helps re- 
store the balance. The reverse, a 
takeoff on Ed Murrow’s CBS-TVer, 
*“Person-To-Person,” is disappoint- 
ingly off base, especially in view 





Count Basie’s to stir up some ex- 
citement. This is probably the best 
big band now around and these 
sides are typical specimens of its 
work. “Blues” is a _ restrained 
swing piece, with Basie’s keyboard 
in the forefront. “Peace Pipe’’ is 
a driving number in which every 
sectfdn hits with perfect precision. 

Georgie Shaw: “Somebody Else’s 
Love Song”’-“Wonderful” (Decca). 
“Love Song” is another tale of 
doublecrossing friends with a cou- 
ple of variations. Its a good tune 
and Georgie Shaw gives it a com- 
mercial ride with some neat sup- 
ort from a choral ensemble. 
Ringer does another snappy job on 
the flip ballad, a. catching folk- 
styled tune, but marred somewhat 
by an awkward lyric construction. 

Stewart Rose: “I y oag rent 
“I Want You” (Label X). Stewart 
Rose, an Army corporal, shows 
considerable promise on his wax 





Best 


STAN FREBERG .............. 


(Capital). cay ee. amelie 
HUGO WINTERHALTER ORCH 
(RCA Victor) 


NAT (KING) COLE............ 
(COMIOE) eo eee Sn tek os 








of the clever and pointed success 
of the other side. 

Hugo Winterhalter Orch: ‘The 
Little Shoemaker’ —‘“The Magic 
Tango” (RCA Victor). With an un- 
billed assist from Eddie Fisher, 
who leads the choral ensemble, 
Hugo Winterhalter has shaped a 
charming side in “Shoemaker,” a 
number with a lilting, folksy fla- 
vor. It’s bright and it meves all the 
way. Flip is an arresting tango 
melody which could build into an 
important side. Fisher’s voice is 
also evident on this side. 

Nat (King) Cole: ‘Make Her 
Mine’—“I Envy” (Capitol). Nat 
Cole lends a distinctive touch even 
to mediocre material, but in.“‘Make 
Her Mine” he has a firstrate ballad 
due for heavy jock and juke spins. 
“I Envy” also has a very pretty 
idea which Cole handles with his 
usual light touch. 

Joni James: “In A Garden of 
Roses”—“Every Day” (MGM). 
Joni James has fallen off her click 


pace on her last few releases, but/O 


she still can project a ballad with 
the best. “Garden of Roses” is a 
folk-styled item with a familiar 
tale, and that may be a handicap, 
since this yarn of the best friend 
marrying someone else’s  sweet- 
heart has become rather worn ever 
since “Tennessee Waltz” again 
opened the floodgates for this 
theme. This MGM side, however, 
shows Miss James in her best form 
and could develop into a_ strong 
contender. Reverse is good mate- 
rial, melodically and lyrically, and 
might prove to be the top side of 
this coupling. 

Count Basie Orch: “The Blues 
Don’t Come Back”-“Peace Pipe” 
(Clef). In these shaky days for the 
band biz, what’s needed is more 
rock-ribbed rhythm crews like 





Bets 


ct iA eee POINT OF ORDER 
Sesh boi0 5 a Person to Person 
...- THE LITTLE SHOEMAKER 
air evs Oweiate The Magic Tango 
Sy gk Ree eS MAKE HER MINE 
rere 


eeceereerresreese 








debut. “I Complained” is a dra- 
matic opus tailored for his big bari- 
tone pipes. It’s excellent material 
rating jock attention. On the bot- 
tom deck, Rose tends to be slightly 
schmaltzy in his rendition of a La- 
tin-flavored item. 

Doris Day: “Someone Else’s 
Roses”-‘‘Kay-Muleta” (Columbia). 
Doris Day rates stronger fare than 
“Roses,” a commonplace entry in 
the hillbilly genre. She gets the 
most out of it, but it’s not enough 
to make a dent. “Muleta” is a rous- 
ing Latin novelty with some mild 
comedy lyrics. Miss Day belis it 
effectively and vould stir some at- 
tention for this side. 

Ames Bros.: “Let’s Walk And 
Talk”-“Leave It To Your Heart” 
(Victor). ‘“‘Lets Walk” is a vigorous 
spiritual-type entry which the 
Ames Bros. punch over with color 
and verve. Solid for jukes. “Leave” 
is a pleasing ballad smoothly har- 
monized with some excellent back- 
es by Hugo Winterhalter’s 

rch. 


Teresa Brewer: “Skinnie Min- 
nie”-“I Had Someone Before I Had 
You” (Coral). “Skinnie” is a fanci- 
ful novelty in a cute melodic frame 
well-suited for Teresa Brewer's 
brassy piping attack. “Someone” is 
bluesily rocked with a firm jazz 
beat supplied by Jack Pleis’ orch 
for solid returns. , 

Four Lads: “Gilly Gilly Ossen- 


feffer Katzenellen Bogen By The) 


Sea”-“I Hear It Everywhere” (Co- 
lumbia). “Gilly Gilly” is a more 
manageable song than the title 
would indicate. It’s a light ballad 
with the title phrase used effective- 
ly in the repeat chorus. Four Lads 
handle it nicely with a community- 
sing angle thrown in. Reverse is 
another good idea executed with 
a Jight touch by the Four Lads. 














LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
144th Consecutive Week, Aragon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively on Coral Records , 
THE MAN WITH THE BANJO 
Vocals by Larry Hooper 


and 
UNTIL SUNRISE 
Vocals by Alice Lon 


Industry Palms Ella 
On Her Long Show Biz 
Career at Basin Street 


The music biz will throw a testi- 
monial bash at the drop of a hat, 
a 1,000,000 disk-seller or an anni. 
At Ella Fitzgerald’s Basin Street, 
New York Jazz nitery, opening last 
week (25), the industry had solid 
reasons to salute the warbler. Miss 
Fitzgerald was cele®rating her 19th 
year in the biz (18 of them as 
Decca Records pactee) and her 
22,000,000 disk-sale rackup. 

An overflow crowd packed the 
room to 0.0. and get in on the 
award-giving act, highlighted by a 
gold plaque froui Decce. It was an 
overlong testimonial, emceed by 
Steve Alien, but it warmed .. ss 
| Fitzgerald’s pipes. For after the 
telegrams were read, the flowers 
sniffed and the speeches made, she 





off at her warbling best. 

Lyric peddling is her forte and 
she belts like each phrase had an 
importance all its own. She packs 
plenty of emotion into a sentiment- 
al ballad and a lots of zip into a 
frisky rhythm number. Occasional- 
ly she gets a wry touch into her 
songbag, as with the Louis Arm- 
strong and Rose Murphy carbons 
on “I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love” and it wows the crowd. 
Also on the agenda were such nif- 
ties as “My Heart Belongs To 
Daddy,” “Make Love To Me,” 
“Lover Come Back To Me” and “I 
Got A Crush On You.” All were 
smash renditions. 

On the same card with Miss 
Fitzgerald are Louis Bellson’s fran- 
tic combo and Sam _ Butera’s 
rhythm & blues group. The Bell- 
son contingent features Roy El- 
dridge and Charlie Shavers and 

(Continued on page 47) 








varreTy  \{) Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


WANTED (13) .«...55..5. 


MAN UPSTAIRS (5) ..... 


OH, BABY MINE (16) .... 
YOUNG AT HEART (14) . 


Seer Feuewre 


_ 


eg Uh. RC ae rere 
CROSS OVER THE BRIDGE .. 
VD CRY LIKE A BABY ...... 
EE Fa 5 006i be oe we we CbR One es 0000 £6db506060 6 
ISLE OF CAPRI .......... eee 
HERNANDO’S HIDEAWAY .... 
ANSWER ME, MY LOVE ..... 
MAKE LOVE TO ME ........ 
I UNDERSTAND JUST HOW YOU FEEL .. 
THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN 
I REALLY DON’T WANT TO KNOW .. 


Oe 
WEDDING BELLS ........ 
SECRET LOVE ........ 
AM I IN LOVE 


LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT (5) .. 


HAPPY WANDERER (3) . 


THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN (2) ....ccccccecceceses 


ee ee ewer ree ee eee eee eeeeeeeeeees 


IF YOU LOVE ME (REALLY LOVE ME) (4) .............-. 
MAN WITH THE BANJO (2) ...........-:2eee0e0e aan eke teme 
See OP Aas Sew POs ae 


COOCAOCPS HR ehetesee eee eeetebheeese 


eee eeeveeee eee eee eer eer eeeeeeseeee 


ee ee ee ee eer eeseeeeeeeeeee 


eee eeeeee CC eeeeseeeeeeeeereseses 


04 Foe 

Riitty’ Hallet .. icccasie: Decca 
Pere CONG... cis ode e Victor 
Four Aces ..........:...Decca 
ee = 6 cadence coke Capitol 
Frans Wel occ dcaScee London 
Four Knights. ...ccccec: Capitol 
Frank Sinatra .........Capitol 
SS secce ebheactee Capitol 
NG CS ofc e oe Victor 
Tony Martin oo ccescsccss Victor 
Pattl Page: ...cccccccce Mercury 
ee ee ee tS .Mereury 
Dean Martin ..... coeee Capitol 
Teresa Brewer ......... Coral 
Conte SD «+ee-Mercury 
Archie Bleyer +ee++- Cadence 
Nat (King) Cole ..... Capitol 
° 5 ROS Columbia 
FOOr Fe 5 cincc Jubilee 

Frank Sinatra ... ..... Capitol 
Les Paul-Mary Ford ... Capitol 
Ronnie Gaylord ...... Mercury 
de Decca 
ae Columbia 


Joni James ........... M-G-M 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10) 


SEPP EEF SESE POSSE OT EOET OOO EOES EEO EESS FHOEEEESEEEE06008 


SOPOOEOOFOOF6 664464 


came on in a set that showed her | 





Rubinstein Plays Brahms (RCA ing version of this work has ; 
Victor; $5.95). Pianist Artur Rubin-| excitement under Leonard Bent 
stein is in a soft, romantic rather |stein’s conducting of the Stag” 
than turbulent, pyrotechnical mood | Concerts Orch (summer sub ‘te 
here, though he dazzles neverthe- N. Y. Philharmonic), for 
ess with artistic and virtuoso per-| prox $ 
formances of some 10 Brahms rhap-| ‘Three ae ae & Falla; 
sodies and intermezzi- Very choice | ito]. $5.70). The ietkehee ae 
album, this. suite is a witty, but glib an 

Rachmaninoff: Concerto No. 2 in| score. The St.Louis Symph unde 
C Minor (Angel; $4.95). A talented | Vladimir Golschmann plays it spin 
young Hungarian pianist, Geza/itedly, as it does the wk. Falla 
pnen, in a nore: version of ae dances on the reverse. » 
amiliar work, showing musical Prokofiev: Gambler Sui 
taste, firm tone and skilled tech-| alevsky: Colas tune > 
nique. Philharmonic Orch assists.|(M-G-M: $4.85). “The Gamble ute 
Anda’s romantic style also suits the | portraits are moody, brooding a 
two added Preludes. ture music, slow but somewhat ap. 

Franck: Symphony in D Minor | pealing. “Colas” suite has some 
(London; $5.95), Fine performance | unfamiliar movements, with the 
of the masterwork by the Vienna| whole affair quite choice. Philhar. 
Philharmonic under Wilhelm Furt-| monia of London gives a good rep. 
Reneiey Clean, pat peeernnces: dition. 
the reading is rich tonally, bring-| Opera Preludes & Inte 
ing out the symph’s spiritual beau-| (Cetra; $5.70). Orchestral emery 
ty and brooding quality beauti-| from Italian operas, representative 
fully. and varied, and well-played here 

Brahms: Vidlin Concerto (West-| by Radio Italiana Symph. Bron, 
minister; $4.95). Solid, meaty per- - 
formance, with fiddler Julian Olev- 
sky showing a skilled bow and 
warm, full tone. Orch accomp of Philadelphia, June 1. 
the National Symphony under A complete collection of the 
Howard Mitchell is occasionally too | published scores of all Victor Her. 
heavy (as is in the final movement) | bert operas and operettas has been 
ye Pe gy Ee good. announced by the University of 

gner Selections (Columbia; | pennsylvania library, with the gift 
$5.95). Choice, sonorous readings of the long-sought “Prince An: 
of w.k. excerpts from “Tannhaus-|;._., by th . 
er,” “Lohengrin,” “Walkure” and 1as score, y e composer's 
“Meistersinger” by the accom- ere Mrs. Ella Herbert Bart- 
plishe reh under : 
Ormandy. Nee i yara: Bartlett established - tte 

Schumann: Symphony No. 2/ collection at Penn in 1951, asa 
(Decca; $5.85). Fast-tempoed, driv- | memorial to her father. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of week (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Indez. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director, alphabetically listed. ; 


Survey Week of May 21-27, 1954 





Herbert Library at Penn U 











Alone Too Long—*“By The Beautiful Sea” ....... Morris 
Apawer MG; Big LOC@riicsc hi 650044 0 ke he wn Bourne 
Back In The Old Routine .......,........ Ries cue Famous 
Cross Over The Brid@e:. inks ccicccccevcvenecscs babel 
Don’t Worry ’Bout Me .......;:... oPTes ee Mills 
Dream, Dream, Dream ....;. 0d o80d 00s. dambouh> oc eeint 
Green Y@are .i. 5s .50ivéins Sedona «oss au Be Ce aee Harms 
Happy Wanderer ........... Bake Pea rer el Seven ce ct Or 
EER Cc en Cee ee ee eee ee ee 
Hernando’s Hideaway—*“Pajama Game” ......... Frank 

B COt ee LOGOIW: oe 5 6 os ce. 0 tbe one eee Melrose 
I Really Don’t Want To Know .......... 2 a4 5 60sec ae i 


I Speak To The Stars—i“Lucky Me” ............ Wit k 
If You Love Me (Really Love Me) aoe 


MiGQimi i. ton 
SE NER CENTERS CORR Seve ee’ Sheldon 
Knock On Wood—*“Knock On Wood” ............ Famous 
ping mg Lee a ree --- Feist 

ost In Loveliness—*“Girl In Pink Tights” ..... 
Mane Tower TO Me .... ss . ss iectuve ” Cae ? po omy 
Diam WHA The Bemde i.e ii cs...’ ceesnse'e .. ooo+. Mellin 
No One But You—7“Flesh And The Flame” .... .- Feist 
ER FER ee 2 Harms 
Secret Love—i“Calamity Jane” .............0005. Remick 
Steam Heat—*“Pajama Game” .................. Frank 
ted ee COS oe At er? tee et eee Peer 
Three Coins In Fountain-+“Three Coins In Fountain”. Robbins 
Tomorrow I'll Dream And Remember ............ Bourne 
WO 5-0 Fh isi oh ban sab¥ha v5 G9 Lbs ths chek & .+... Witmark 
Young At Heart ...... hs pS ONG) Dates ccevacevesss unbeam 


Top 30 ite on TV 


(More In Case of Ties) 


And This Is My Beloved .... 

Answer Me, My Love). .iecés ss 5cche sn. cc ee Bele 
Bimbo rE bs + Rie 5s PON Gea ed Gs es cha bad vanence (ane 
Cargo bso +k be S Vhs (hw UK eeGw db ee SU abiay a eet ote Paramount 
Cross Over The Bridge ........... joka ooo Laurel 


Darktown Strutters’ Ball is 
Dream, gh ERR RRR OF Ri ce “Pelst 
From The Vine Came The Grape .. Randy-S* 


Gilly Gilly Ossenfeffer : ‘ 
+e My Alte Katzenellen Bogen ........ Beaver 


4 Happy Wanderer : : i ; ; 7 ; ; : ; ‘ Cheha tkahtcrte — 
os inten ieee amttice gee dene 
Hit And Run Affair ..,.. <- oh ‘ : ins Ps his rhage a Duchess 
Hotd , 2. epee is cawentuwk toa tess oa ... Folkways 
I Get So Lonely Weer tert ahh eee ee meee eeee adele 
I Speak To The Stars |... Sea a einer end on 
—T Anybody Here .........ceecceceececee. Promenade 
Re ahenatatnpery mis oy 
Little Things Mean A Lot .............. 1.) )’ "Feist 
Make Love To Me yo oe read eeeeeeeee eee eer Melrose 
Man With The Banjo ae: he eeeee eevee eeeee M iin 
My Friend Pee sea es e*e@ee ee eee eeeeepeaeee e 
Secret Love 1 le al hee *eeeeeeene eeeeveeeee eeeneeee Paxton 
—e eR i ek hey hey pa shana die anna neice 
ra “*hree Coins In The Fountain eee eee eeneeneees e*eeeee - 

wees SR ERO FOUMIGIM % . wes os iinececke «+++. Robbins 
hag Too Soon Old Un Too Late Smart ....... April 
Young At ‘Heart ° eee te eS ee eee ere Witmark 
You're So Much A Part Of Me 2 : ; pera “aa 


__ 


t Filmusical. 








* Legit musical. 
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Songsmiths Get ‘Commercial’ With 
Plug-Happy Tunes Despite D.J. Brush 


Past. pefformances are against ¢- 


*em but songwriters are still latch- 
ing onto radio-tv jingles for adap- 
tations into pop tunes. Latest to 
come up are “Heavenly Feeling,” 
adapated from the Chock Full O’ 
Nuts coffee jingle by Bernie Wayne 
with new lyrics by disk jockey Bill 
Silbert, and “Muriel,” based on a 
cigar jingle originally written by 
Peter V. Keveson with the adap- 
tation by Al Hoffman and Ralph 
Freed. : 

Numerous similar adaptations 
have been made in the past, but 
none has clicked as pop material. 
“Chiquita Banana” probably came 
closest to reaching click status, 
but it was always plugged in its 
original form as written for the 
banana growers’ association. 

The big hurdle against the break- 
through of the jingle adaptations 
has been the continuing disk 
jockey brushoff of such numbers. 
The jocks are sensitive to the origi- 
nal product identification, and re- 
gard the pop revisions as being a 
cuffo commercial even though the 
brand -names have been dropped. 

WNEW, N. Y. indie, has taken 
the first open steps in banning 
diskings of tunes with commercial 
plugs inserted in the lyric. Ban 
includes straight pop items which 
contain plugs in the lyrics as well 
as tunes stemming from commer- 
cial jingles. Current crop of pop 
tunes with incidental plugs in- 
clude Patti Page’s “Milwaukee 
Polka” on Mercury containing a 
Ronson Lighter plug, and Julius 
LaRosa’s Cadence release of ‘“‘Me 
Gotta Have You,” which includes 
plugs for a flock of commercial 
products. 

The most sought-for jingle in 
recent years was Lucky Strike’s 
“Be Happy—Go Lucky” commer- 
cial. Pop tunesmiths saw it as hav- 
ing a $1,000,000 potential for the 
juve market, but the cigaret com- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Col’s ‘Star Is Born’ 
Set May Be Biggest 
In Filmusical History 


Hollywood, June 1. 
What may be the longest filmusi- 
cal “original cast” album ever of- 
fered the public is being put to- 
gether here on “A Star Is Born,” 


the Judy Garland starrer for 
Warner Brothers. Columbia 
Records has the disk rights. 


Plattery and studio execs are 
working on the album both here 
and in New York, trying to fit the 
available material on to a 12-inch 
LP album. Film, which is at the 
three hour and 27-minute length 
now with still some _ shooting 
scheduled, has seven or eight songs 
or production numbers. One of 
these runs around 20 minutes. 


Final decision on material to be 
included on the album won't be 
made for another few weeks. Disk 
will be-released slightly in advance 
of the film, which will probably be 
ready for release in October. 


ASCAP to Do Show For 
Women’s Club Conclave 


Denver, June 1. 

ASCAP is putting on the show 
for the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs of America at the 
annual convention here. Show will 
be presented in the Convention 
Hall Thursday (3) as a highlight of 
the conclave. 

Song society is sending Irving 
Caesar, Paul Cunningham, Alec 
Kramer and Joan Whitney from 
New York, and L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
Jerry Livingston, Bob MacGimsey, 
Benny Oakland and John Gary 
from the Coast. 


Attack of Consolitis 


Honolulu, Jie 1. 
Royal Hawaiian hotel, Waikiki's 
swank carriage trade haven, has 
moved in direction of other top- 
grossing cocktail lounges and in- 

Stalled an organ in Surf Bar. 
Lee Baron, who played in Hono- 
lulu some 20 years ago, is back 
in town and presiding at the con- 
sole. Innovation at Royal follows 
organist or pianist trend pioneered 
y Gourmet, Zebra Room, Canlis’ 

Charcoal Broiler and Ciro’s, 














Bell Sets Dick Powell 
rer Platter Comeback 


Hollywood, June 1. 
After a n.se-year absence, Dick 
Powell will be back on wax within 
the next few weeks, this time on 
the Bell label. Last time out, he 
etched several sides for Decca. 
Deal with Bell is for two sides, 
both from the RKO picture “Susan 
Slept Here,” in which he _ co- 
starred with Debbie Reynolds. 
Setup marks a switch in policy 
|for Bell which usually does cover 
| stuff only, scheduling a platter 





|only after a tune has broken for a’ 


MGM's ‘7 Brides’ 
Soundtrack Set 
As Film Trailer 


For the first time MGM Records 
will use a soundtrack album as a 
trailer for an upcoming filmusical. 
Diskery is prepping release of its 
soundtracker from the Metro pic, 
“Seven Brides for Seven Brothers,” 
two months ahead of the pic’s re- 
lease. Diskery brass decided to 
make the unprecedented move be- 
cause of the strong selling points 
of the Johnny Mercer-Gene de Paul 
score. In the past MGM had timed 
its soundtrack album releases to 
coincide with the release of the pic. 

The album, which will hit the 
market at the end of this month, 
will receive top promotion and ex- 
ploitation treatment. The first 
5,000 sets will be sent out with 
special wraparounds labelling it “a 
musical preview of a Metro film.” 
A special single disk jockey platter, 
coupling “Sobbin’ Women” and 
“When You're In Love,” will be 
shipped to key disk jockeys and 
radio stations around the country 
and dealer-exhibitor contests are 
being set up on a national scale. 
The album stars Jane Powell and 
Howard Keel. 

The Big Three’s Robbins Music, 
which is publishing the score, ran 
a baffet dinner and screening for 
all of the diskeries’ artists & reper- 
toire men last week (25) to audi- 
tion the score and set up wax as- 
signments before the pic’s release. 
It’s due at the end of August. 


CSIDA-GREAN EXPAND 








INTO PERSONAL MGT. 


Joe Csida, who moved out of the 
Joy Music orbit a couple of weeks 
ago to head up his own ASCAP 
and BMI publishing operations, is 
expanding into the personal man- 
agement field. He’ll be partnered in 
the management firm with Charlie 
Grean, who is veepee of Csida’s 
music firms, Trinity and Towne. 
The management operation will be 
tagged Csida-Green Associates. 

Kathy Godfrey (Arthur’s sister) 
is the initial pactee to the Csida- 
Grean stable. Miss Godfrey pre- 
viously had been under the man- 
agement of Preferred Representa- 
tives, Eddie Joy’s firm. 


Bob McCluskey Joins _ 
Johnny Marks Music Co. 


Bob McCluskey, formerly sales 
manager of country & western and 
rhythm & blues for RCA Victor, 
has joined St. Nicholas Music. 
Firm is headed up by Johnny 
Marks. 

McCluskey will eoncentrate on 
the pop and country field in pro- 
moting the St. Nicholas catalog. 
He’ll continue his personal man- 
agement deal with Art Mooney, 


Vince Carson to ‘X’ 


Label X has tapped crooner 
Vince Carson to a longterm pact. 
Carson, who formerly etched for 
the indie Cadillac label, is set to 
hit the market under the X banner 
June 28, 

When he winds his stand at the 
Esquire Room, Montrea], in two 
weeks, he'll do an extensive deejay 
tour to promote the X platter. . +4 











Pillow Bites Man 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

William Lava, composer-ar- 
“ranger-conductor, filed suit 
for $4,025 against Hollywood 
Park, claiming he was injured 
there last Memorial Day. 
When he sat down, he says, he 
was pained to discover that 
the seat cushion concealed a 
rusty nail. 

He wants $1,000 in general 
damages, $3,000 for wages 
lost because of the injury, and 
$25 medical expenses. 


Goody Sues Cap 


For Price Bias 





Major Cos. Set July for Switch 
Of Disk Jockey Cuffos to 45 RPM 


a 





Como Joins Disk Name 
Lineup for ‘Star Night’ 


Chicago, June 1. 


Perry Como, whose personal ap- 
pearances are few, has 


“Star Night,” package of top re- 
cording names which will tour out- 
door auditoriums in Chi, Cleve- 
land and Detroit in mid-July. Mit- 
chell Ayres joins lineup as part of 
the Como deal as musical director. 


been | 
plucked to topline the lineup of | 


The disk industry has sct July 
as target date for the conversion 
of its disk jockey service to 45 
|rpm platters. Each of the major 
| companies will change over during 
| that month and from that point on 
| will cuffo deejay disks in the 45 
rpm form exclusively, except for 
albums, which will be on 33 rpm. 
Columbia Records has fixed July 6 
/as its conversion date and the 
other majors, such as RCA Victor, 
| Capitol, Decca, Mercury and MGM 
will follow suit shortly thereafter. 


Although many jockeys are not 
| warm towards the idea, the com- 








Roster also lists Patti Page and 


panies are switching to 45s be- 


Sam Goody, New York cutrate 
; disk retailer, slapped a $300,000 
suit in N. Y. Federal Court iast 
week against Capitol Records, its 
distributing company, and Sears 
Roebuck, charging price discrimi- 
nation against his operation. Goody 
claims that Sears has been able 
to buy from Cap at a price lower 
than he was able to get. Alleged 
discrimination also . pertained to 
discounts and rebates not granted 
to Goody. 

Goody’s brief stated that. “the 
effect of such discrimination has 
been and is substantially to lessen 
competition between plaintiff and 
said defendant Sears.” Goody 
claims he was damaged in lost 
profits to the extent of $100,000. 
He is asking for treble damages. 


Capitol’s Bob Weiss 
Sparks Drive ¥s. Ban 





London, June 1. 
A campaign to end the embargo 
on European recordings of Broad- 
way and Hollywood show tunes 


Julius La Rosa. Charlie Applewhite | cause of the tremendous savings in 
;and Fontane Sisters cancelled out) packaging and mailing as against 
|of the three-day music carnival the conventional 78s. In addition, 


On Legit Score Tunes 


which begins July 23. 


Capitol Drops 
Its Met. Office: 
Had One Client 


Capitol Records is shelving its 
management program at the end 
of this month. The diskery stepped 
into the management field for the 
first time a couple of months ago 
when it tagged hillbilly comic, 
Andy Griffith, to a dual recording- 
management pact. Diskery brass 
now figures that Griffith has been 
launched successfully so they're 
winding up the management serv- 
ice to concentrate on their disking 
activities. Griffith will remain with 
Cap as a recording pactee. 


Cap’s management 








program, | 
; which was tagged Personal Service, 


| the 45s are being sold to the sta- 
| tions on the grounds that they are 

easier to catalog and store. It’s 
| believed that any rezistance on the 
| part of the jockeys will be over- 
, come in time. 


| Since most stations have large 
| libraries of 78s, it’s planned to 
| make available an adapter that will 
| permit the same machine to play 
| both types of records. In addition, 

the majors will distribute a special 
| assortment of top hits so as to 
| salen cuing of different types of 
| records a minimum problem duriag 


| the conversion. Columbia, for in- 


| Stance, is planning to make addi- 
| tional shipments of standards and 
catalog selection through the bal- 
ance of the year to substitute for 
the 78s now in use. 

One of the big problems in the 
conversion is the cooperation need- 
ed from local distribs. Since the 
distribs, in many instances, service 
the big jockeys, they will have to 
hew to the 45 rpm line in order to 
make the conversion effective. It's 
| feared that if a major jockey re- 
| quests a 78, the distribs may give 


' 





stage play or film, was initiated in|to new disk artists and pay them | 
London last week. Pionering the | Stipulated salaries as well as guide | 
move is Robert Weiss, European |their careers. Program was head- 
rep for Capitol Records, who teed | eq up by Dick Linke, who doubled 


prior to presentation of either) caijed for the diskery to latch on | it to them and hence slow down the 


switch from the-oldstyle disks to 
the slow speeds. 





Feuer, urging permission to wax 
two of the hit numbers from “Can- 
Can.” 

Under existing arrangements, 
publishers in each of the Conti- 
nental countries have the right to 
veto recordings and Weiss com- 
plains that many valuable masters 
are lying around in cans when 
they could be earning big money, 
not only for his own company, but 
for others associated with the pro- 
ductions. In many instances, he 
avers, European diskeries, which 
have been unaware of the restric- 
tions, have ordered matrices of re- 
stricted scores and have then been 
left with the platters on their 
hands. 


lishers have the right to protect 
their own numbers, the Capitol 


Cap will re- 
| peat the Griffith pattern if it un- 
|covers another new artist suitable 
for the dual recording-management 
treatment. 

Griffith broke into the bigtime 
via his etching of “What It Was, 
Was Football.” The William Mor- 
ris Agency will continue to direct 
his bookings. 


ANGEL, RICORDI IN 








Angel Records and G. Ricordi 
| & Co., longhair publishing firm, en- 
l\last week. - Pact allows Angel to 
letch and distribute recordings of 


WORLDWIDE PACTS 


, ie ’ 
off by having confabs with Cy!/as diskery’s eastern publicity and Kenton a New Talent 


| promotion manager. 


Chore at Cap to Build 
| ‘Kenton Presents’ Label 


e Hollywood, June 1. 

| Stan Kenton will head a new 
| jazz department at Capitol Rec- 
,ords, concentrating on discovering 
jand developing young, promising 
| talent. Newcomers will be show- 
| cased on a new Capitol label, “Ken- 
, ton Presents.” 

Artists & repertoire post for 
Kenton was announced by Cap’s 
a&r veepee Alan Livingston, who 
emphasized that Kenton's own or- 
|chestra would continue to record 





Although recognizing that pub-|tered into a worldwide agreement under the standard Capitol label. 


| First “Kenton Presents” single 
records will be issued by Capitol 


exec argues that, particularly in|the Ricordi catalog on a global | 


the case of Broadway shows, ve | basis. d ; 
few are exported to Europe aaae| Pact, which was inked by Franco | 
than in the West End of London. , Colombo, Ricordi’s managing direc- | 
Even Paris, which is a recognized |tor, and Angel prexy Dario Sorio, | 


on Aug. 1 with more singles and 
albums to follow. In addition, Liv- 
ingston declared, Capitol will con- 
tinue to sign and record estab- 
lished jazz personalities. 

Kenton currently is readying a 


show centre, only has a Broadway 
(Continued on page 46) 


JACK LEWIS BUILDS 
VICTOR JAZZ ROSTER 


Jack Lewis, recently appointed 
head of RCA Victor's new jazz pro- 
gram, is continuing to expand his 
rosier of names. Last week, he 
inked trumpeter Dick Collins and 
trombonist Milt Bernhart. 

Collins, a 23-year-old sideman 
with Woody Herman’s orch, will 
record with a crew drawn from the 
latter’s band. Bernhart was for- 
merly lead trombonist with Stan 
Kenton’s orch and operates on the 
Coast. 








Gene Norman Tees Off 
Co. With DeFranco Set 


Gene Norman, Hollywood tv- 


own indie disk company with an 
album etched by Buddy DeFranco 
and his Quartet. The label will be 
tagged “Gene Norman Presents.” 

DeFranco cut the sides for Nor- 
man last summer. He has since 
been pacted to Norman Granz’s 
Clef and Norgran diskeries. 


Charlie Walker, KMAC disk 
jockey in San Antonio and western 
vocalist, has been inked by Decca 
| Records. 








also gives the diskery an okay to 


fall concert tour of “The Festival 


reprint the libretto of the operatic | 
works to accompany the disk pack- | 
age. Ricordi publishes most of the | 
top Italian composers. The Angel- 
Ricordi pact will expedite the etch- 
ings of Italian operas with the La 
Scala company. | 


of Modern American Jazz.” 


Cap Still Shuffling 
Distrib Branch Staffers 


In 4 rns teed move to bolster its 
4 distribution setup around the 
Kanaga Skeds 3 Week }country, Capitol Records shifted 


Tour of Victor Distribs | Paul Goetz from the Cincinnati 
Although Larry Kanaga official- | branch to the Minneapolis terri- 
ly returned to his post as RCA Vic- |tory. Peter Goyak, who has been 
tor sales chief last week after a) branch manager in Pittsburgh, re- 
13-week course at Harvard U., he|turns to the Cincy post. The Pitt 
won't assume those duties until he | office will now be handled by 








radio disk jockey, will kick off his | 


returns from a_ three-week field 
trip after the company’s Atlantic 
City conference next week. Ka- 
naga will visit Victor distribs and 
generally o.o. business conditions 
around the country. 

Bill Bullock, who pinchhit for 
Kanaga during the latter’s school- 
ling, will remain in the top sales 
| spot during his chief's absence and 
then return to his slot as sales 
planning manager. 


Col Tags LaDelle 


Crooner Jack LaDelle was added 
to Columbia Records’ artists’ ros- 
ter last week. He'll etch under 
the supervision of Gene Becker, 








ment. 

LaDelle made his eastern nitery 
debut a couple of months ago ‘at 
New York's Cafe Society. 





head of Col’s special pop depart- | 


‘Joseph Berger, who has been 
|upped from the assistant branch 
| manager’s spot in diskery’s Phila- 
| delphia office. 

| Cap has been shifting sales per- 
'sonnel and setting up new 
branches for the past couple of 
months. In recent weeks the disk- 
_ery has established branches in 
Memphis and Jacksonville, Fla. 


BBS Inks Betty Cox 


Betty Cox, thrush featured on 

|DuMont’s “Broadway. to Holly- 
| wood” show, has been pacted to 
| BBS Records, indie Philadelphia 
| diskery. 
Her initial BBS release, a cou- 
| pling of “Lest and Lonely” and 
“They Cut Down The Pine Tree,” 
already is on release in the; Philly 
‘area, ’ tomy ¢ 
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*THERE NEVER WAS A NIGHT SO BEAUTIFUL 
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20/47-5749 


a “New Orthophonic” High Fidelity Recording 


4 RECORDED MUSIC 


R » 

( , 
4 
ST 


FIR 


A VArouue): 





oS WAStie S wee 








a4 MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 2, 1954 





Inside Stuff—Music | 
The diskery rzce to get platters out on the “High and Mighty.” title 


song from the’ Warners’ pic starring John Wayne, in time for its Coast 
tag last week was won by MGM Records. Label rushed out Le- 
y. 


Holmes’ etching of the tune so 


it could cash in on the world preem || 


of the pic in Los Angeles and San Francisco, May 27. Disk, which 
features whistler Fred Lowery, is set for general release July 4. The 


tune, penned by Dimitri Tiomkin, 
the pic. 


is played and whistled throughout 


Warner Bros. is publishing. 





RCA Victor’s hi-fi imprint, New Orthophonic, is now being extended 
to its pop merchandise. Tag-was developed a couple of years ago for 
the Red Seal line as an indication that the platters were cut accord- 


ing to specific quality standards. 


The same engineering techniques 


has now been adopted for recordings of both pop singles and albums. 





“Crazy Song of India” is the latest tune to be based on a longhair 


work. 


It’s been adapted from Rimsky-Korsakov’s classic by the De- 


John Sisters, who have recorded it for the Epic label, Columbia Rec- 


ords’ subsid. 





Atlantic City Setting 
Big Cuffo Music Sked 
For Centennial Summer 


Atlantic City, June 1. 

A 25-piece orchestra, composed 
of local musicians and directed by 
William Madden, leader of the Ho- 
tel Traymore orchestra for many 
years, will give a concert of pép- 
ular music here one night each 
week during July and August as 
the city observes its Centennial 
year. 


On the second evening of each 
week during the season, an out- 
side musical organization wili play 
a concert, following plans an- 
nounced by City Commissioners 
here last week. The Garden pier, 
on the up-town boardwalk, which 
is being renovated at a cost of more 
than $1,500,000 in luxury tax funds 
after having been seized for delin- 
quent taxes, will be the locale of 
the concerts to be offered free-to 
the public. 


The city has already spent more 
than $1,000,000 in luxury tax funds 
in reconverting the pier into a civic 
center and contractors are present- 
ly building a bandstand, seating 
area and illuminated fountain 
where the concerts will be offered. 
Intention is to bring such groups 
as the U. S. Steel Company Band; 
Victor Herbert Orchestra; Ameri- 
can Legion band; and U. S. Infan- 





try Orchestra and chorus to the 
resort for the concerts. It is be- 
lieved that this program may en- 
able the resort to keep within an 
appropriation of $8,200 now in the 
city’s budget for music. 


Meanwhile, it is doubtful if the 
city will come up with an $85,000 
sought by the Atlantic City Cen- 
tennial group, composed of prom- 
inent resort business and hotel 
folk, to carry out their plans. Com- 
missioners, in frowning on the plea, 
said however that some help would 
be forthcoming sometime before 
July 4th. 

One promotion calls for a fire- 
work display each night and com- 
missioners have indicated they 
would furnish funds to pay for this. 
Cost of display is figured at about 
$250 per night. 


~ 


New Philly Symph Sidemen 
Philadelphia, June 1. 

Harry Zaratzian, violist of the 
New York Philharmonic since 
1944, has been named as one of 
the four new members of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra for the 
coming season. 

The others are Charles E. Owen, 
percussionist whe has just com- 
pleted 20 years service in the 
U. S. Marine Corps. Band; Charles 
M. Morris, cboist formerly with the 
Kansas City Orchestra; and Sam- 
uel Gorodetzer, contrabassist late- 








ly with the National Symphony, 
Washington, D.C. 
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Sweeping the Country ! 


- WHEN 


IBERACE 


WINKS 
AT ME” 


As Sung by 
LIBBY MORRIS 


“LET ME BE YOUR DARLIN’” 


COMING UP: 
“THE BELLS ON SUNDAY MORNING” 
Denny Vaughan 
“HE GOTTA GO” 
Bruce Webb 


Suite 1-D, 825 West End Ave., New York City 
4 Collier Street, Toronto, Canada 
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IT’S ‘SWEET ADELINE’ 
TIME IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, June 1. 
The 16th annual convention and 
contests of the Society for the 
Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in 
America will be held here June 
9-13, with 40 quartets and 22 


choruses from all parts of the na- 
tion competing. Approximately 
4,000 men will take part in the 
singing festival. 

The units competing are the sur- 
vivors of regional elimination con- 
tests held earlier this spring in the 
U. S. and Canada. Competitions 
will be held in Constitution Hall. 
Decca Records has scheduled re- 
cording sessions for the five quar- 
tets which reach the “Medalist” 
finals, and CBS plans to rebroad- 
cast the Medalist competition Sat- 
urday, June 12. 


Memphis’ Peabody Hotel 
Books 8 Summer Bands 


Memphis, June 1. 

Eight name bands have been 
booked into Hotel Peabody’s Plan- 
tation Roof here for the summer 
season with Art Mooney and his 
crew kicking off beginning last 
week. The Mooney outfit will sit 
down here for two weeks. 

Buddy Morrow follows for an- 
other two-week stint beginning on 
June 7, with Ernie Rudi in here 
from the Hotel New Yorker for an- 
other two-week stanza on June 21. 
Jimmy Palmer is set for two weeks 
beginning July 4 weekend, with 
Henry Busse to follow on July 12. 
Ray Pearl and Jean Kelly, Mem- 
phis’ warbler, check in for a pair 
of weeks on July 26, followed by 
Tony Pastor on Aug. 9, and Chuck 
Foster who will shutter the out- 
Goes dancing season on the hotel’s 
roof. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week @nding May 22) 
London, May 26. 
Secret Love...Harms-Connelly 
Happy Wanderer... .Bosworth 
Friends, Neighbors ....Reine 
Heart of My Heart...F.D.&H. 





Changing Partners ....Mellin 
Don’t Laugh At Me...... Toff 
Someone Else’s Roses. . Fields 
I See the Moon...... Feldman 
eS ees Macmelodies 
Cross Over Bridge.New World 
Such a Night......... Sterling 
Bell Bottom Blues...... Reine 
Second 12 
Make Love to Me...... Morris 
Te BOON Visa ce caes Kassner 
Little Shoemaker ..... Bourne 
I Get So Lonely...... Maddox 


Tennessee Walk....F.D. & H. 
D'dw'd Stage. Harms-Connelly 





Shadow Waltz....... Sterling 
Oh My Papa ........ Maurice 
Young at Heart...... Victoria 
Swedish Rhapsody ..Connelly 
he Sie Ee Wood 











Dime and a Dollar... . Victoria. 


t+ Of 
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musical at infrequent intervals. 
One of the last was “Annie du Far 
West,” which was the local title 
for “Annie Get Your Gun.” In any 
event, he argues, if the produc- 


tions were eventually transported 
to the Continent, advance sales of 
the disks would help in preselling 
the shows. 

In support of his argument, 
Weiss points out that the Ameri- 
can Forces Network, which broad- 
casts to GIs in Europe, is not 
faced with a comparable restric- 
tion. - He believes that it is right 
that there should be no bar on the 
AFN as this is a direct link with 
home for American servicemen, 
but as the programs can be readily 
picked .up by the local citizenry, 
the banned show tunes are already 
getting across. Why then, he 
queries, is it necessary to main- 
tain this artificial barrier? 

Last week’s talks with Feuer 
were of an exploratory character 
and the first shot in a campaign 
which Weiss intends to pursue 
during the coming months. He 
recognizes that any favorable de- 
cision would affect other record” 
companies but believes it would 
react successfully for the industry 
as a whole. 

No immediate decision was made 
on the release of the “Can-Can” 
score pending discussions in New 
York with Ernie Martin and others 
associated with that production. 


New Dixie Label 


New Orleans, June 1. 
A new disk label, Southland, 
has been formed here by Joe 
Mares Jr., to feature top local 
Dixieland stars. Initial cuttings in- 
clude Johnny Wiggs and Rhythm 





Boys, George Girard and Jack De-'- 


laney and his N. O. Jazz Babies. 
Mares outfit has set up a studio 


in the French Quarter, where many | 


of current Dixieland jazzmen are 


now playing in Bvuurbon Street 
bistros. 











DECCA PREPS LONGHAIR 
BUILDUP WITH CROWLEY 


Decca Records is prepping a big 
push for its longhair merchandise 
and has brought in Bill Crowley 
from its Albany office to handle 
merchandising projects for its Gold 
Label catalog. Crowley is a Decca 
sales vet and has recently been 
working as branch manager in Al- 
bany. 

Lou Verzola, Decca salesman in 
Washington, fills the Albany va- 
cancy. 





Philly Quintet On GI Tour 
Philadelphia, June }. 


Philadelphia Woodwind Quintet, 
which features first instrumental- 
ists of the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
left (28) for a tour of U. S, Army 
installations in Iceland. 

The group includes Sol Schoen- 
bach, bassoun; Anthony Gigliotti, 
clarinet; John DeLancie, oboe; 
Mason Jones, French horn, and 
William Kincaid, flute, 
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“The finest sound on record” 
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-PIANO AND ORGAN 
SALESMEN WANTED 


Excellent sales positions for qualified 
Professional musicians who can dem- 
onstrate tone and performance of 
either or both instruments. Choice 
territories, assured earnings, either 
working from factory or with leading 
Gealers. Write fully, stating qualifica- 
tions, present eccupation and income 
as well as g raphical preference. 
All information Id in strictest con- 
fidence. immedifte. Baldwin Piano 
Company, Dept. V, Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 
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_ | Fisher Hit AtCarnegie |... Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 4 
. e 
Pops Heart Fund Date, [¢ caprron | ARTIST On The Upbeat | 
. v 
Wwe Ok gy) REO eee .....Kay Starr t H 
_, But Turn Is Too Short ‘ eee Foe ME (REALLY LOVE ME) 
e isher, ctor’s . THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN ......... Frank Sinatra ters 
young singer who has been coin- RAIN New York inde all Prine = sioning 
ing more money than the U.S. mint 3. ANSWER ME; MY LOVE ..... 0.6. ..0088.: Nat (King) Cole Sunny Gale's husband-manager,|three year stay at Conrad Hilton 
, for the past coupie of years, finally WHY Jerry Field, will conduct the band | Hotel, which closed last. week ‘for 
had his succes d’estime at Carnegie 4. .OH, BABY MINE (I GET SO LONELY) ....... Four Knights backi t her Thunderbird, Las| summer repaiys ... . Harry James 
| Hall, N. Y., last Thursday night}$_ 1 COULDN’T STAY AWAY FROM YOU =: s mm, "currently touring midwest on one- 
(27), when he appeared as guest| ~ 5. YOUNG AT HEART ...................5. ...Frank Sinatra Vegas, debut July 19. . . Title of | might stands... Chuck Foster cur- 
' artist with the N. Y. Pops Concert TAKE A CHANCE Perry Como’s latest RCA Victor|rent at Aragon Ballroom through 
Orchestra in a Heart Fund Benefit. - slice is “There Never Was A Night | July 4. 
It’s the first time that a pop singer| ? COLUMBIA So Beautiful” not “There Never| Russ Carlyle opening two weeks 
' teamed with a “Pops” orch at the Fe ee ey ee ere ere ....-Frankie Laine Was A Night Like This” as erra-|@t Hotel Syracuse in Syracuse, 
longhair auditorium, and Fisher THERE MUST BE A. REASON ee eee ar BMI |June, 1, following with single 
was not at all fazed by the sur-/{ 2. THANK YOU FOR CALLING ................. Jo Stafford $ | tumed in last week's VaRrery. /round at Plantation in/ Nashville, 
roundings. WHERE ARE YOU? R bee gene. *- gos Mapechiengs = | beginning diine 2... » Dan Belloc 
. é i a OV et ‘ ; 
The only thing wrong with the|{ 3. GILLY GILLY OSSENFEFFER KATZENELLER . Four Lads $| 500 club’ Atlantic City... Vocal-;jnding up tour of im i cae 
program was the brevity of Fisher's 1 HEAR IT EVERYWHERE ists Alan Foster and Mona Caro,!two weeks at Holiday Club, Chi, | 
turn. Since he was clearly the C.-K en: PIG. Sh, cs os un kc cadboe van cvemect sa” Liberace who record for BBS, now featured | ang following with fortnight at 
i main draw, the-singer should have I LOVE YOU TRULY with the Art Mooney orch. . . Erroll | Claridge Hotel beginning June 25 
: been given more scope. As it is, he Ds.) ee eR OTE ss oes 6 RK os Oke wee gee Red Buttons Garner set for Basin Street, N. Y.| | Buddy Morrow to Peabody in j 
closed the program with a rundown OH! MY THER-IN-LAW beginning June 22. A week later) yemphis on June 7 for two frames, 
) of some half-dozen of his disk clicks he sets out on a cross-country hop.| with Ernie Rudy orch following 
or just enough to whet the appe- CORAL Shaw Agency is now handling his' jn for forinight June 21... Chuck 
tites of his bobbysoxer fans in the SS - ee I oe es soe ace oa one ct Teresa Brewer bookings. . . Phil Brito opens at Foster set for Aragon Ballroom 
audience. I HAD SOMEONE ELSE BEFORE I HAD YOU aS Otay ane ch into here through July 8 ». . Charlie 
Fisher was in good voice for this 5. ee eee : enve ‘‘~0OON ome 48 the Old New Orleans Club, Wash- | — Bom 1 ee 
date and he belted a songalog con-|$ , BY,THE LIGHT OF THE SILVERY MOON | ington, Friday (4)... Sian freberg | P#imer House. 
7 sisting i cape Einar “OQ My . or RE TOUR DE LAMOUR° Teresa Brewer in town from the Coast plugging | 
4 a,” “La 0 ain,” ‘ irl, - hi r C itol ec lease, : 
A Girl,” and “My Friend,” his new |¢. waits aH ee “Point Of Order”. rome ret iy teal 
’ - ’ VENL ING GE SEIT Ose win or anists aip: y 
reltgeee Sumber, Walch goade at!) 5. WHE DIDN'T YOU TELL ME...:......... Karen Chandler Sail | Bonds go back into the Oakhurst 
appropriate closer. e was ac OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT onaon |Tea Room in Somerset Aug. 2 for 
3 comped by Hugo Winterhalter, who aa Music-publisher David Toff in| a limited stay . . . Jimmy Spaniel 
7 also batoned the symph in a cou- DECCA Paddington Hospital with pneu-| combo into Le Barbe for a run... 
; ple of his own disk instrumentals, 1. LITTLE THINGS MEAN ALOT .............. Kitty Kallen monia and pleurisy ... Pat Dodd, | Jack Purcell band signed for Car- 
“Bahama Buggyride” and “Fan- I DON’T THINK YOU LOVE ME ANYMORE pianist with the Skyrockets at the | negie Tech Senior Ball June If. . . 
— dango.” 2. THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN ............. Four Acts London Palladium, will accompany — ae pee EP rnd 
First half of the program was in WEDDING BELLS a na Ser US. er ee sake gp oh 
IR the standard “pops” hci with 3. ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK .................Bill Haley ~ | they leave London June 24. Derek | Lounge tonight (Wed.) and spot 
D’Artega maestroing a medley of THIRTEEN’ WOMEN Scott takes over the Skyrockets | Will put together another local jazz 
EY Tchaikovsky tunes, a condensed = 4. = Saar ae ecnckhoceceetes une ney ivory-department during Dodd's | combo after Daisy Mae & Her Hep 
4 , ; absence . Malcolm Lockyer, Cats, who open tomorrow (Thurs.), _ 
big version of Gordon Jenkins’ ‘“Man- LADY OF GUADALUPE pianist-composer-arranger, signed | finish up there Del Monaco 
tan hattan Tower” and his cwn ballet 5. GO IN AND OUT THE WINDOW .............--Mills Bros. by Mercury Records to wax a| Quartet into Club 30 near Chester 
wley composition, “Fire and Ice.” Leo- CARNIVAL IN VENICE , . minimum of 12 sides annually, |W. Va., for duratton of horse rac- 
ndle = a was solo bag in LONDON ea SA | ing season at yooh be cae 
old fieniawski’s Concerto No. 2, and ck ‘ H | Downs . . . Joey Sims orch tagge 
sold the Rialie Gate Glee @hab murcliog 1 HAPPY WANDERER Aavisebeviies stave see. Frank Weir ce — ee for Presbsterian Hospital nurses 
| choral. beck f . Low rch opening the graduating class dance ra 
ayn pence hi reap ayn Ey & eee 2. ata LOVE ME (REALLY LOVE ME) ........Vera Lynn Beachwalk at Edgewater Beach Ho- | Bates, organist, winds up run at 
| Al- ‘nis Se aaeiac oe tendiine te C’EST LA VIE 4 tel on June 11 . . . Chuck Cabot Sheraton Hotel Lounge Saturday 
: 8 sup- 3. DREAM, DREAM. DREAM ..... ateectsatenesens Mantovani playing Schroeder Hotel, Milwau-'|(5) and goes to Sheraton in Bea- 
n in port to Fisher. Herm. BEWITCHED kee, June 1-13, following with two consfield. Mass... . Frankie Barr 
ya- 4. DU BIST MEIN LIEBCHEN ........ccccsceeees: Vera Lynn weeks at Pleasure Pier, Galveston,,orch renewed for another three 
GREATEST LOVE OF ALL beginning July 9... Gay Claridge months a: Twin Coaches... Hal 
Palm Ella 5. PICNIC FOR STRINGS ............ .....Frank Chacksfield — aoa at _ reaane ae oa band pleging Soe 
FIDDLERS’ BOOGIE! rant, .. . Lionel Hampton cur- race this week... Maurice Spitalny ! 
r Continued trem nece @ é rent at Regal Theatre for one week will be the contractor again this 
1. pas a MERCURY with new UN Sextet... Russ Car-| year for summer opera company 
tet the boys whip up a rousing ~beat. Pa ee ere rer eee rr ee coccces Fattl Page lyle set for single frame at Cava-, orch and he'll also be playing in 
ntal- The Eldridge-Shavers trumpets and LONELY DAYS lier, Virginia Beach, beginning the pit under conductor Karl Kritz. 
stra, Bellson drums are aided by a 2. ISLE OF CAPRI ........ Gn64 00 6 664-8 600 datas d Oks Gaylords — ———————__= 
\rmy piano, bass and vibes. Standout LOVE I YOU 
item in the repertoire is “All God’s 3 WAIT FOR ME DARLIN’ co eoe ees ereeeecesess Georgia Gibbs 
oen- Children Got Rhythm.”. Bellson WHISTLE AND PLL DANCE 
iotti, paces the number with his hectic 4. CRAZY ’BOUT YOU, BABY ..... ph 40 Bhat age ef Crew Cuts 
yboe; skinbeating. The group is a natural ANGELA MIA . 
and for a flood of jazz nitery bookings. 5. CUDDLE ME ....... Neb sc aR Ones viwe'e oe vs ROBIE Gaylord 
Sam Butera’s combo (piano, bass, OH, AM I LONELY. 
trombone, drums and maestro on M-G-M 
Sax) are top exponents of the r&b Ng ~~: SRR Cs -< Sale ie eee wane co edntcsve ty Seeeuen 
groove. They've got the beat down AND SO I WALKED HOME 
pat and know how to stir up plenty 2. UNFORGETTABLE .......... eeeeeee----Dick Hyman Trio 
of listener enthusiasm with their OUT OF NOWHERE ; 
driving style. Butera’s expert sax 3. THERE’LL BE NO TEARDROPS TONIGHT ..Hank Williams ; 
work sparks his aides for an over- MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS . 
all exciting score, 4. MAYBE NEXT TIME .........0csceeeecesese+--dOni James 
Lord Buckley, intermittently AM I IN LOVE | 
spotted with a bop patter routine, 5. SEABREEZE cose eee eee ere aeeeeesereeeeweeses Billy Eckstine 
could be eliminated. Gros. NOONE BUT YOU 
RCA VICTOR 
1. MY FRIEND ...... Re ES. eae IPO eee Eddie Fisher 
IK vf GREEN YEARS 
\ f A 2. THERE NEVER WAS A NIGHT SO BEAUTIFUL .Perry Como 
ee | HIT AND RUN AFFAIR 
5 Bes DN oA tra Soe Ges cin E 40 oes ee eKe Nes eeceaceees. ony Martin 
§ T PHILOSOPHY 
TH 4. I UNDERSTAND HOW YOU FEEL .............June Valli 
Z LOVE, TEARS AND KISSES 5 
xf 5. MAN WITH THE BANJO ................. s...Ames Bros. a 
Recorded by: ' MAN, MAN IS FOR THE WOMAN MADE ” 
‘ Lieberson’s European O.Q. | | y hea 
Columbia =40210 «1 wv." : | 
a Goddard Lieberson, Columbia winging US alg — = _____———_ — 
Records veepee, took off on a lan 
M. WITMARK & SO month’s trek through Europe over lve itery or ! | 
the weekend. Albert Carlo, New York nitery | 
impresario, will transfer his base 
of operations to Milan, Italy, in | 
Mm | October to kick off an American- | 
Ma | styled jazz club. Carlo is patterning | 
i | the Milan room after such Gotham | sings 
My | jazz hangouts as The Embers and | 
'} | Basin Street. He once was a part- | ’ 
i Idi d oO hest wa iner in both, but sold out his in- | THE JOKER WITHIN 
Jerry Fielding and Orchestra gy | terest. || (IN THE CARD MY HEART 
PACKAGE TOUR—CROSS COUNTRY a= Carlo expects to book top name AME OF E 
June 3rd, Mountain Park, Holyoke, Mass.; June 4th & Sth, mm | U.S. jazz artists to front local G LIF ) 
Totem Fle Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass.; June 6th, Lake mj bands. His longrange plans after MGM 11718 78 RPM 
Compeounce, Bristol, Conn.; June 7th, Whaiom Park, Fitch- fm | the Milan debut calls for a string 
burg, Mess.; June Sth, Lincoin Park, New Bedford, Mass.; gq | of similar clubs in Paris and the K 11718 45 RPM ; 
June 9th, Lakewood Perk, Mahonoy City, Pa. g | south of France. 
Te Be Followed by 45 Other Dates Through Pennsyivanic, : 
Ohio, Michigen, Canada, Wiccensin, Iilinols, lowe. : Ex-Red Caps to Groove M 4 G a M ea a C @) K D S 
ess ease sre ees Philadelphia, June 1. 
eesesecvuaoassneesngesergperess sc Romaine Brown and his Ro- 
Exclusive Management maines, new combo made up of out GREATEST NAME 
former members of the Red Caps, Pee Wee es ao j 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING HOO ewe - hag agro RCA Victor ( 
or its Groove label. 
j R P; e e 
1O£ GLASE! 2 Danny Kessler, RCA _ Victor 
New York Chicage Hollywood A&R man, has pacted the Romaines 
3 f 4400 $203 No. Wabesh | 8619 Sunset Blve for three years. 
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Paris Sh ; | 
Int] jump Set ——__—_-——— pe 
a : Sibisleiela 2 3 
, ° ‘ Talel +.13/8/ 2] 2181/4 ; rate 2/3] - 
In Jazz restiv S g/E| |alé gleig| |2 ./gl21 |_l2/48le 
‘ O46 1 13 Sig itialss z" BS 2. Pisis >lsl2 oO 
‘ ‘Survey of retail disk best >i e/2 = SI1S/S(/PlSislol@1Se)] | s/4ia]i18 B/S) >|] ¢ 
‘ a || % FI Sl ELS/Mlal@lielsSlal§$i#le}3iels < 
Paris, June 1. sellers based on reports ob si. ereis a} % 2! a elSieilols2ie | 0 
The Third International Jazz Fes- tained from leading stores in =aisisi28 Sieisleg leis s = elelelZl[wis|a SiAl kl t 
tival _is currently taking place 22 cities and showing com- ee} Pigis ei+ 3 « 2 ai 5 § 2 8 5 s|P L Ol al El a 
here in the immense _ Salle parative sales rating for this ,1M@1TZI(SCly z T SiS il sSiSistr isis iFizizisis st > z L 
Playel from today (Tues.) to and last week. oe | 2.1.3 | 7 z b = & |S ie = i i | 3 2 d 5 Si @ 
June 7. Behind the obvious l)sielelgai¢ziagiell I Bigivisif#i2i7ts S1Q1g] P 
aim of presenting all the _ in- of a y | S| be < ~ = 2i7/g } 4 g Oo 4 lisig ] 7 Oo 
novations and the most represent- |} National sp l|flelel|siezigz J . é i Slelifis|e2i3 = 2if£ ei o| ! 
ative international exponents of Rating 2/s Sis 3 E EiZigis <is a\ie|% 3 . </™/ Sis] os 
jazz is' a clear commercial purpose |] This Last B si/Zi/2islisiszisl|Zisis EIS 3 &i§ wile!|sis & s| T 
to show France in its light as a|f wr wk.” Artist, Label, Title ZziBia AINA IAI B@ISISGIEIA ISA IOILEl Sle lalianiaiaglal ds! s 
jazz connoisseur and as a manufac- 
turer of instruments. Besides the KITTY KALLEN (Decca) e 
daily concerts, films are P ste 1 2 “Little Things Mean a Lot”.. 3 1 2 Soe ee ee ae i1*2 2 1 2 1 2 3 .. 149 
shown in the afternoons, featur- = Victor) 
ing bands and combos, and there/i . <0 gen ii ae ae 7 8 $ 7 ee Pee, Gas ch, Oe ES oot ee cee ee ee oe ee 
will be an exposition of booths all tol) - 
built on the style of the old jazz FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) > 2 ‘ F eR ee te ae ta oe ee Se ‘s 
quarters of New Orleans. 3 3 “Young a CORRES SE AS. 5 
Record companies with jazz items * FOUR ACES (Decca) 
also have their stands. The Hot |}’4 5 “Three Coins in the Fountain”. 1 2 4 : Gee tae Wee Be se See Bee ee 3 10 $1 
Club, Disclub and Jazz Diff sion PATTI PAGE 
Club of Paris are in charge «* or-|} 5 4 “Cross Over the Bridge”..... 8 6 4 6 cot Bi O04 38 9 4 3 5 3 78 
ganizing this fest. Various con- a 
certs revolve around the many reas. Sem Uceson) rie ee 3 9 eo 4..9*4 1 9 14 
celebs coming in from the U. S., |} 6 7 5 PRcedementmeinn MOREE RESET HE ~ 
such as Thelonius Monk, Jonah FOUR swag ebay (Capitol) ‘ yi as 7 . . “i 
Jones, Gerry Mulligan Quartet, 7 8 “Oh, Baby Mine”.:..........-. 5.9 5 8 68 
and such jazz figures now on the KAY STARR (Capitol 
Parisian scene as Sidney Bechet,/} g 10 “If You Really Love Me”..... 6 .. gs i¢ 3 Se S88. st 3.6: 6 8 63 
Mary Lou Williams,. Albert Nicho- AMES BROS. (Victor) ves : 
Jas, Don pe Sones —— ype — 9 11 “Man With the Banjo”....... 7 5 6 8 10 & 6.7.9 6 3 2 & 
Coleman, Garlan son and oth- eo 
ers. Italy, England, Belgium and eee eee Se” tee 6 2 7 9 2 7 54 
other countries will send their best |f 10___13 aay MARTIN Tinton) at bat 
representative jazz bands, and an c 
amateur jazz contest will unroll|f1l 14 “Here” ..............-...+-: Cea eee ee 8 4 4.3% 9.2. 3+: 10 9 48 
June 5 and 6. Jazz boites around JO STAFFORD (Columbia) ts 
Paris will inaugurate special jazz |{ 12 6 “Make Love to Me”.......... Ee OS, Fee 6 6 10 S35. 0748 <2. FT © 
sessions in respective spots to keep < { itol : 
the jazzophiles occupied at night./] 4. 49 p= tad eee Se ane 3 4 7 | Pak Gan taaee eae’ Ge 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol) . 
P| H 14 9 “Answer Me, My Love”....... oe pac a 1 7 4 9 10 .7 7 33 
we ESA BREWER (Coral) 
ug appy 1s: 39 jilted” AN A Re Oe an SSE Peet: Soe 8 4 16 
Continued from page 43 eee GAYLORDS (Mercury) its . : ‘ 
pany never permitted a pop adap-|J 16 16 “Isle of Capri”. 5 6 Sa 14 
tation. BILL HALEY (Decca) ° 
About 10 years ago, the Mission |§ 17 a “Rock Around the Clock”..... 1 ‘ . 10 
Bell jingle, written by Austen JACKIE LEE. (Cora!) ...... i 
Croom-Johnson, was adapted by|#1gA 18 “Isle of Capri”...........«... si i. SE Se i 9 
Redd Evans into the pop “Just the SLIM WHITMAN imapesial) . = 
Other Day.” Evans also worked |} 19c 20. “Rese Marie”:............... Sagres tak igeeka : ce 9 
over Croom-Johnson’s jingle for YD 
the Prince George Hotel, in N. Y., RED previwi ll ecca 3 . 
into “There's No One But You” 2i — My BE ON. iss & bp eas ee « 
around the same time. Both tunes NAT (KING) COLE ¢ 
were not hit parade factors. 22 23 # =“It Happens To Be Me’”...... re 5 ‘ r 7 
More recently, Al Stillman and HENRI RENE (Victor) 
Roy Ross wrote “Happy Feet,”|118B 21° “Happy Wanderer”........... 7 ; a3 .% 9 
based on the Miles Shoe Jingle, r 
and that also failed to make the by gene gow Tee ‘ is icmees Nes. , ae a 
: yi, 23A 17 A Girl, A Girl’... 
grade. So did “The Three Bells,” : 
based on the Ballantine beer com- FOUR TUNES ((Jubilee) ” 
i i = derstand How You Feel”. .. .. 7 .. #10 a : 5 
mercial by Jean Villard and Bert |{ 23B_ 15 1Un nae he 
Reisfeld. FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) : 
As a reverse twist, “Sound Off’ |§ 23C .. “Three Coins in the Fountain”. .. .. a rr ee 
was turned into a Chesterfield cig 2 3 4 
jingle after hitting as a pop tune. 1 5 6 
Before that, Lucky 2 Strike cigs Ss I X T O ¥ GLENN MILLER MUSIC FOR “GLENN: MILLER SONGS FOR PARDON MY ROSE MARIE 
latched into the pop, “Happy Days STORY LOVERS ONLY MEMORIAL YOUNG LOVERS BLOOPER 
Are Here Again,” by Milton Ager k E : . ‘ Film Soundtrack 
and Jack Yellen, for its radio A L B U M S Film Scundtrac Jackie Gleason Glenn Miller Frank Sinatra Kermit Schafer 
broadcast theme many years ago. Decca Capitol Victor Capitol Jubilee M-G-M 
In a similar way, Philip Morris cigs DL 5519 H 352 LPT 3057 H 488 LP 2 E 229 
used a theme from Ferde Grofe’s 


“Grand Canyon Suite” for its radio 
stanza. 
Blanket Clearance 

In the great majority of cases, 
the advertisers now own the jingles 
outright and give blanket clearance 
for their radio-tv performances. In 
instances where’ publishers have 
bought the copyrights, the per- 
formance payoff is a small fraction- 




































































al percentage of what a regular pop 
gets in ASCAP’s payoff system. 
BMI does not clear jingles but, in 
some cases, handles the logging for 
the ad agencies. When-a radio-tv 
show or an advertiser uses a prior- 
written tune for a theme or a 


jingle, each plug earns full per-| 


formance coin. 
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AUSTRIA’S ASCAP HITS 
PEAK $770,000 GROSS 


Vienna, May 25. 
The AKM (Austrian Society of 
Authors, Composers & Publishers) 
|racked up peak revenue last year 
| with a domestic gross of $520,000 
|and foreign income of $250,000. 


| In addition, AKM has a credit bal- 
| ance of $360,000 abroad. 





nopoly, has a powerful policing 
mechanism and gets payments from 
every conceivable user of music, 
including those in the smallest 
hamlets. The excellent financial 
status of the society has now en- 
abled it to increase its old age 
pension payments. ‘ 





AKM, being a government mo-|. 


Paul Weston, Columbia Records’ 
musical director on the Coast, ar- 
rived in New York last week to 


huddle with diskery’s home-based 
artists & repertoire staffers. The 
series of confabs are dealing with 
upcoming product especially in the 


eee 


Expand Cornell Package 


Thrush Peggy Barrett has been 
added to the Don Cornell-Gaylords- 
Jerry Fielding package which bows 
tomorrow (Thurs.) at Mountain 
Park, Holyoke, Mass. Unit already 








album field. 


is set for a 100-date one-niter tour. 
—_—=———— 
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The Song the whole industry is talking about 


MY FRIEND 


EDDIE FISHER, Victor 


RED FOLEY, Decca 
ec] 10) {e) i 7-0 Glee 


FRED WARING, Decca 


1619 Broadway, New York 
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Local 802 Hit In 
WOR, WINS Tiffs 


Local 802, N. Y. wing of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
was hit on two fronts last week 
in its battles with WOR, radio and 
tv, and WINS, N. Y. indie. In 
N. Y. Federal Court last week, 
Judge Edward A. Conger clipped 
the tooters by enjoining them from 
remote picketing against WINS. 
Local 802 had been picketing 
WINS’ pickups of fights from the 
Eastern Parkway Arena in Brook- 
lyn until the station was forced to 
drop the remotes. Local 802 has 
been or strike against WINS since 
March 21 when the station refused 
to rehire its eight staff musicians. 

In a s@parate but related action, 
WOR withdrew its offer to 802 for 
a $135,000 ~ yearly allotment to 
music. WOR, which refused to 
make a deal with the union for | 
staff musicians, originally proposed | 
to spend $200,000 annually for 
music in any way the union wanted 
to spread it. After this offer was 
not accepted, the station dropped 
to the $135,000 figure. Fact that 
the Mutual network flagship has 
now indicated it will not offer any- 
thing’ is seen stemming from the 
court’s action in the WINS case. 

Prehibition against remote picket- 
ing destroys one of the union’s 
most potent economic weapons. 
Such picketing usually hurts the 
gate and hence pressure is put on 
the station to come to terms with 
the musicians. The picketing around 
the studios is not regarded as hav- 
ing anything more than nuisance 
value. 


HARRY ROY LAUNCHES 
BRIT. BALLROOM CHAIN 


London, June 1. 

Bandleader Harry Roy opened 
up the Majestic Ballroom at Wem- 
bley, in the London suburbs last 
Friday (28) as part of a $700,000 
chain of dancehalls he is opening 
up all over the country. Business 
partner with him in the enterprise 
is tycoon Roger Walls. 

After Roy and his orch have 
opened up each hall, a_ topline 
band is installed while the Roy 
combo goes on to launch another 
place. Wallis reckons the partner- 
ship will be employing over 300 
musicians within a year. 

Cafe Anglais, in Leicester 
Square, London, is likely to figure 
in forthcoming developments of 
their nationwide scheme. 








Hampton European Tour 

Lionel Hampton orch has been 
set for a European concert tour 
starting Oct. 15. 


and percentage basis. 


Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp. set the deal. 
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He’ll play 60! 
dates, all of them on a guarantee | 
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TOP TALENT AND TUNES 


Victor Pop Biz 
Up 30% in Year 


RCA Victog’s pop business dur- 
ing the past 12 months has climbed 
30% ever the previous year. Disk- 
ery became alive with a flock of 
hits last spring and ever since has 





Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Dilastbtion 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Disks 


as Published in the Current Issue 





Retail Sheet Music — 4 


been riding with numbers in the 
bestseller lists. Big names in the 
company’s surge have been Eddie 
Fisher, Perry Como, Eartha Kitt 
and the Ames Bros. 

Pop biz lift is coincident with 
* Joe Carlton’s takeover of the pop 
artists & repertoire operation May 
1953. Carlton was originally , 
| brought in by Manie Sacks to 
| head up the then-projected Label 
| X, but moved over to the pop a&r 

















NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 


' spot in place of Dave Kapp, who 
| has since exited the company. 




















arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- NEW COMPOSERS GUILD 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: two ways in the case of talent (disks, coin machines), SETS TEMPORARY EXECS 
and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). Hollywood, June 1. 
4 In simultaneous New York and 
Hollywood elections, board mem- 
TALENT te ge ately taco Comenets 
aa cg Guild of America chose national 
Week Week ARTIST AND LABEL cone yen: ae Ba serve until November 
. . F t division, Leith 
1 2 KITTY KALLEN (Decca)...............-. Little Things Mean A Lot | stevens b trmemond ciixe:  Walber 
2 1 PERRY COMO (Victor)................... Wanted Schumann, second veepee; Mack 
ct Y Really Lo M David, secretary-treasurer. nace 
2 : ou Kea ve Me erners are Arthur Schwartz, Gene 
vu 3 KAY STARR (Capitol) “eee ee 8 OF BOBS e- ) Man antaire Von Hallberg, first and third vee- 
(Th Coins In The F tai pees respectively, and Winston 
47 FOUR ACES (Decca) ........... vas ae re a 
ing Bellis urer. 
: {Young At Heart : 
5 “ FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) Perec Pires ) Three Coins In The Fountain Dankworth to Spread 
6 5 ---PATT! PAGE (Mercury) ...c.:.cccscosees: Sitcea Eeeat Bridge Jazz Word in S. Africa 
: London, June 1. 
7 6 FOUR KNIGHTS (Capitol).......:......,. /Oh; Baby Mine Bandleader and alto-saxist John- 
- }I Was Meant For You ny Dankworth flies to South Africa 
8 8 FRANK WEIR (London) ................. Happy Wanderer port penn dy 2 ra Te, This 
9 10 AMES BROS. (Victor)......... .seeeeesese+ Man With The Banjo is the first time a Bete. tp. t- 
hig | Strumentalist has played over 
10 ‘és TONY MARTIN (Victor)..... inne «kr Wb 4gece 2 there. Johannesburg, Durban and 
we will be visited over 12 
TUNES i ; 
p is being promoted by “Jazz 
POSITIONS (*ASCAP. +BMI) |Parade,” a non-profit making 
This Last South African organization devot- 
Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER ing itself to furthering the cause 
1 1 *WANTED ........ veecceececeecceressesesess Witmark [| of jazz Toddy Berman, of “Jaz 
4 | Parade,” is over here and clinched 
2 3 *LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT. Sp eae ek ee os 6540864 de rhe oases Feist |) the deal with Dankworth and his 
3. 2  4YOUNG AT HEART................ waded icocbowdecssodenes iaebees SO ee eee 
4 7 *THREE COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN............... anvoermatex’ Robbins Int’‘l Jazz Exchange 
5 4 ‘*OH, BABY MINE........... sccccccccccccccccsvcccerccsecccces Melrose [i], Pax Records, N. Y., jazz label, 
has entered into a deal with Vogue 
6 6 *HAPPY WANDERER .. are eae ec eccevecccceeccecees:--..FOX |} Records of Paris for. exchange of 
longplay masters in both tries, 
7 10  4+IF YOU LOVE ME (REALLY LOVE ME) . ssseeeeceen ess Duchess J French diskery hes Jazz sides we 
+ , ‘Buc ‘ayton, ez? , Bi 
8 5 “CROSS OVER THE ~ Hews hig is ge Se Sana ees Laurel |Chief Moore, nse Fields po | 
4 MAN WITH THE BANJO ................ ‘due pcech.d veseecens ee | Gene Sedric. 
10 9 “*ANSWER ME, MY LOVE.. .............:cccccceee erie a 
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Cab Won't Return To 
Band Biz, Will Do Single 


Columbus, June 1. 
Cab Calloway has exited the 
band business permanently. He 
hasn’t led a big organized group 
since he disbanded an aggregation 
he teck te South America four 











loway said, “it would be foolish to 
reorganize” because of high trans- 
portation costs, high salaries, and 
the inability to play for any great 
stretch of time in the big cities. 

He said a topflight sideman used 
to command a salary of $200 a 
week. Now it’s $400. He added 
that this isn’t out of line with 
other soaring costs but it does 
make the band business almost 
prohibitive, 


years ago. While he was here in| Calloway is planning a night-| another European tour this sum- 
“Porgy and Bess” last week, Cal-|club single when the _ present! mer. 
mnie idiianmamsemeianel amen 


“Porgy and Bess” tour runs out. 
Says he has enough material to 
start tomorrow and all he needs 
is a piano player. He will! test his 
act in a Portland, Ore., club late 
this month or in early July when 
the Gershwin opera lays off a 
week, 


It may be a while yet before he 
will have to rely on club dates. He 
Said the “Porgy and Bess” man- 
agement is strongly considering 
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ESSEX MUSIC, INC. 
Salutes 


“THREE COINS 
IN THE 
FOUNTAIN” 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


on its outstanding song success 


by Jule Styne end Sommy Cohn 











Lyric by Sammy Gallo 
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the tradition of such great songs, offers 


FIRST ROMANCE 


Music by Evelyn Danzig 
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No 11759 


ESSEX MUSIC INC. * New York, N. Y. 
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New York, N. Y. 
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Hotel Piaza, N.Y. * 
Helen Gallagher, Joan Holloway, 
Ted Straeter (12) & Mark Monte 
(4) Orths; $2 and $2.50 cover. 


June brings a breath of novelty 
to the Plaza’s Persian Room, in 
first N. Y¥. nitery appearance of 
musical comedy sparkler Helen 
Gallagher. With pert tapster Joan 
Holloway as supporting act, and 
Ted Straeter’s orch as sterling as- 
sist, Miss Gallagher seems quite at 
home in the dine-and-dance domain 
and scores handily in her debut. 
The 20-minute turn runs smooth 
and fast. 

The bubbling, vivacious dancer- 
turned-singer-comedienne brings a 
neat legit aura from her “Pal Joey” 
and “Hazel Flagg” Broadway ap- 
pearances to her act. There’s not 
only spirit and pacing here, but 
the blend of authority and easy in- 
formality that a full run as a lead 
in a Broadway legiter will develop. 
Trim and sleek -in a _ blue-se- 
quined, backless_ trouser-evening | 
combination, and sporting a cute | 
hair bob, femme sells a song with | 
lots of punch and drive. Voice is | 
strong and breezy, while stiil mu- | 
sical. A good opening number is 
“Fancy Free,” a swing tune bounc- 
ily and vigorously done. Miss Gal- 
lagher eschews the poses and arch- 
ness; the number is there and she 
goes into it as simply and straight- 
forwardly as_ possible. Second 
number is sharply contrasted from 
the first, a “Hi, Lili” sung quietly, 
with no gestures, before femme 
takes off into a short accompanying 
dance. Grabbing strawhat and 
eane, she then varies the mood 
with a rakish “My Hat I Gave A 
Tilt,” and follows the song with a 
softshoee sequence. 

Of course, her “Pal Joey” hit 
number, “I’m a Red-Hot Mama,” 
is in the cards, and it’s offered 
next, with vim and gusto. A change 
of style again brings the simple ap- 
proach (plain but.effective) to the 
sentimental, nostalgic ballad, ““Man 
With A Banjo.” Cute comedy pat- 
ter song, “Bein’ A Lady,” follows. 
Then femme kicks off shoes, sings 
a Latino number, “The Spin,” and 
is off to a barefoot dance routine 
that had style, swirl and grace. 
Whole .turn is solidly satisfying 
without being smash, while having 
taste, class and sure antertair- | 
ment value. 

Miss Holloway, a pretty carrot-| 
topped minx, attractively garbed | 
in pink gown (and even more at- 
tractively set off when shed of the 
gown’s skirt), brings a neat assort- 
ment of twirls and turns to her 
tapping routine to give it individu- 
ality. Nice use of hands, some neat 
spins and long-stemmed leaps, va 
the two smooth tap offerings, wit 
some fine turns in the windup. It’s 
a good act. Bron, 











Night Club Reviews 


Gilbert & Sullivan Players would 
be a bomb in the Copa. This is a 
roundabout approach to Denise 
Darcel and the Cotillion Room of 
the Hotel Pierre. There have been 


other chantoosies here and they 


the |couldn’t draw enough to meet the 


nut; when the French gal comes on 
the Gist and 5th Ave, scene it’s a 
jackpot. 

Whether it’s a personal follow- 
ing, which is indigenous to the en- 
vironment, or what, fact is that this 
pain as mamselle has the 
ingredients for b.o. She’ll probably 
wind up the season to strong re- 


urns. 

She’s a lusty, uninhibited per- 
former who knows how to sell her 
wares to the ringsiders to best re- 
turns. Her French is now more 
Cole Porter’s “Can-Can” (U. S. 
style) than native Montmartre. In 
fact her repertoire is leavened with 
the American version of the 
French idea more than her native 
style. Which is probably one rea- 
son for her general appeal. She 
engages in audience byplay, and if 
he’s a personable gent and a good 
sport, she plays it to the hilt with 
“little white wine,’ the “Straw- 
berry Blonde” customer vis-a-vis 
waltz, and the like. 

Opening turn is an affable gent 
named Charles Carts, whose billing 
tips off his card manipulation. His 
is a different turn, again utilizing 
audience - participation but this 
time done from the customers’ sit- 
ting-down position as he identifies 
the sundry hands. He has a charm- 
ing manner, mixing up his not-so- 
fractured English and his native 
Gallic lingo for strong appeal. He’s 
well suited for a class room like 
the Cotillion. 

Maestro-emcee Stanley Melba 
again paces the show well and sup- 
plements it with his own band’s 
strong dansapation, alternating 
with the Chico Relli seller. ' 

e . 


- 


Seven Seas, Omaha 
Omaha, May 28. 


Ruth Wallis; no cover or mini- 
mum. 


Ruth Wallis, singer of saucy 
songs, is an unusual booking here 
as she is just ahead of Dwight 
Fiske, her male counterpart, who 
is due in at boniface Don Ham- 
mond’s spot June 4. 

Eye-catchi.z blonde, wearing a 
skin-tight black gown, has clever 
repartee and works hard in selling 
songs from her comedy albums, 
“Cafe Party,” “Latin Party 
Rhythms,” and “Holiday Party.” 
Her best offering at show caught 
was “My Old Soldier Isn't Fading 
Away.” 

Biz just fairish Thursday (27) 
-nigot. Perhsps the sophisticates 
are awaiting the hecavily-plugged 





La Tomate. Paris 
Paris, June 1. 

Robert Rocca, Jean Carmet, 
Jacques Cathy, Andre Camonin, 
Francoise Luby, Michel Serrault & 
Jean Poiret, Jany ¥allieres, Dan- 
iele Rocca, Rene Berthier, Michel 
Mery, Paul Barre, Henri D&bain, 
in revue in two parts, staged by 
Robert Rocca, written by Rocca, 
Cathy, music by Mery; $2.50 cover, 
$1 minimum. 





stays in the groove of topical wit 


standards of this boite. Cover and 
minimum give patrons a three-hour 
yoc-laden show, that might be a bit 
difficult for tourists not in on the 
language, but is a fitting example 
of the chansonnier school of 
French show biz. 

First .part is a general spoofing 
and mood-setting series of bits on 
various aspects of modern life, 
such as the new president, adver- 
tising, acting, etc., all of which are 
gently raked over the coals of 
satire. Next up is a takeoff on the 
French Revolution as it would hit 
Paris today, then a Tomate version 


ists. Last half is a study of sex 
mores as based on the latest sci- 


everything from Freud to Kinsey 
for a general boff finish. Drinks 
are reasonable and this little house 
was SRO when caught. Troupe is 
homogeneous and spirited, with all 
contributing to the fun. Mosk, 


Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Denise Darcel, Charles Carts; 
Stanley Melba and Chico Relli 
Orchs; $2 and $2.50 cover. 





It’s no secret that certain rooms 
are “right” and certain artists “fit” 
this or that boite. Joe E. Lewis 
may not be Theatre Guild, and by 





the same token the D'Oyly Carte 


4 sit ? ais 


= 


Combination chansonnier-cabare* | 


and gently malicious spoofing and | 
irreverence to keep up the high ' 


of the various chateau lighting | 
shows now in vogue, to segue into | 
the zany Jean Poiret & Michel Ser- | 
rault kidding of armchair militar- | 


entific studies, which kicks around | 


Fiske. Trump. 
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4 WEEKS ... Peter Lind 


FOR DETAILS: 


YOUR AGENCY OR 
ROSENCRANZ 
4122 N. Gardner St. 
Hollywood 36, Calif. 
WYoming 3951 








CALYPSO JOE and COCO-TE 


“You miss dis, 
Half you life gone, mann!”’ 


JUST COMPLETED: 7 WEEKS— 
. SANDS HOTEL, LAS VEGAS 


3 WEEKS ... Peggy Lee Show 
JUST RETURNED: Two Years ... Paris, Nice, Madrid, 


Barcelona, Geneva, Athens, Cairo, Haifa, Istanbul, 
Bombay, Calcutta and Salinas 


La Vie em Rese, N. Y. 
Eartha Kitt, Lancers (4), Will 
“he ag. June ‘Taylor -Line (6) 


wit Rogers, Van Smi 
Trio; $5 minimum. = 





eee to Monte Proser, La 
Vie’s hest, a Kitt's salary this 
stand is about 10 timés more than 
she got when he debuted her here 
two-and-a-half years ago. The gal 
is worth it. Aside from building a 
hefty following via a couple of 
RCA Victor disclicks and a flashy 
assignment in “New Faces” (both 
legit and pic versions), the thrush 
has devcloped a song-selling savvy 
that’s tailor-made for nitery work. 
She’s got a femme fatalent that 
knocks ’em over. And it’s not done 
with mirrors, either. She gets her 
message across with a sexy war- 
bling inflection and a supple, fe- 
line manner. 


set with a nifty rendition of “I 
Wanna Be Evil.” From then on 


(Continued on page 52) 














LENNY OLYER 


HARRY JAMES SHOW 


(New on Tour) 
Per. Mgt. AL BORDE 
203 N. Wabash, Chicage 








WHEN IN BOSTON 
It’s the — 


HOTEL AVERY 


The Home of Show Folk 
Avery & Washiagton Sts. 














When ia Buffalo Stop ct the. 
ROANOKE 
APARTMENT HOTEL 
An Apartment for the price of « Room 
Complete Cooking Facilities 
M. Lenchnez, Mgr., 205 Se. Elmwood Av. 

















Hayes, Mary Healy Show. 
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“MIMI WARREN 





and her Trio 


Currently 4th Return 
Engagement 


CLUB ONE TWO, Toronto 


Opening June 23 
SHERATON CADILLAC 
HOTEL, Detroit © 


Personal Management 
ED FLAHERTY 
310 East 55th Street, New York 
Plaza 5-9298 
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Ballroom Field Probed As Act Outlet: 
One-Nite Route With Bands Favored 


Talent agencies are probing the + 
ballroom field more deeply than 
ever before as an outlet for acts. 
Agencies, virtually admitting the 
paucity of dates at top money for 
record singers, are relying more 
heavily on packaging them with 
bands for work on the one-nighter 
route. 

The singer-band packages have 
been doing well wherever tried. 
For example, Joe Glaser’s As- 
sociated Booking Corp. bought Don 
Cornell from the William Morris 
Agency, and combined him with 
the Gaylords and the Jerry Field- 
ing Orch. The same agency has 
packaged Kitty Kallen with Larry 
Fotine. Sunny Gale is also heading 
a package with a band and Joni 
James has been racking up some 
phenomenal grosses along the ball- 
room route. 


In most cases, singers are at the 
top of the package and more fre- 
quently hire the band on a straight 
salary. As far as the talent offices 
are concerned, it’s an excellent way 
of giving various- dance promoters 
a chance to. get ahead financially, 
and at the same time move bands 
into situations where they wouldn’t 
be booked ordinarily. 


Tne talent agencies feel that by 
this method ballrooms as well as 
auditoriums may be able to take 
advantage of disk-jockey. and 
record promotion. The platter 
pilots, they say, are mainly re- 
sponsible for the weakness of bands 
because of the fact that they gen- 
erally plug singers. Consequently, 
with a record singer, they can take 
advantage of the radio exploitation. 

Publicity ‘ Angle 

Another factor that makes the 
singer-band packages easier to sell 
lies in the fact that the operator is 
more readily able to get wide pub- 
licity and exploitation. Unit, gen- 
erally, has its own advance and 
publicity man. In addition, the 
record companies back up the tour 
with some expensive promotion. 

The date-diggers say that singers 
come out with more money than 
they could in cafes and vauders, 
when playing the one night field. 
Prices range anywhere from $1,500 
for singer and band and up. Usual- 
ly, percentages are involved. 

The combination of singer and 
orchestra has resulted in increased 
prosperity for ballroom operators. 
With so few bands able to draw, 
and none coming up, the inclusion 
of a singer has brought many out 
of the doldrums. The offices are 
plotting all sorts of packages now. 
Because of the life of a top-selling 
disk is comparatively short, the 
percentery feels that they’ve got 
to get as much money as possible 
in a short space of time. Since 
cafes will not buy on a one-night 
basis; the ballrooms will. So terp- 
eries get the preference. 


SULLIVAN, ROGERS TO 
SPARK PORT. ROSE FEST 


Portland, Ore., June 1. 
Final details have been com- 
pleted for the 1954 annual Rose 
Festival to be held here June 9-13. 
In addition to a number of local 


events, such as parades, rose show, 
queen selections, ski tourney, etc., 
a plush musical, tabbed “Starlight 
Serenade,” will be presented out- 
doors in the civic stadium June 
10-11, 

Gordon MacRae will headline. 
Ed Sullivan will emcee the June 
10 show. Homer Welch, NBC pro- 
ducer in Hollywood, is returning 
home to direct the show. Tex Rit- 
ter and his western band will also 
be featured. David Rose has been 
set to conduct the Portland Sym- 
phony for the two nights. Para- 
mount starlet Gloria Greenwood 

also returns home to take a spot. 

Roy Rogers, accompanied by 
Dale Evans and their horses, Trig- 
ger & Buttermilk, will serve as 
rand .. marshal ..of...the. . Bloral 
Parade, 
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USO Prepping Two Units 
For Overseas Tours 


USO-Camp Shows is prepping 
two units for overseas tours. One, 
to play Korea and the Far East, 
goes out from the Coast June 7 for 
16 weeks. Other package will leave 
New York June 12 for a jaunt in 
the Northeast Command. 

Unit to play Korea includes Pad- 
dy Beach, Vicki Lee, Bob & Debby 
Rooney, Michael Somogyi, Kerry 
Jarto, Charles Lunard & Helen 
Lewis, Dudley Ross and Suzan Wal- 
lace. Other collection comprises 
Roy Douglas, Layne Sisters, Randy 
Phillips & Arthur Craig, Geraldine 
Probst and the Herbie Cowens 
Quartet. 


Two Nitery Folds 
Point Up Pitt's 
Lean Cafe Status 


Pittsburgh, June 1. 


State of cafe business here has 
been pointed up again by the simul- 
taneous disappearance from _ the 
Golden Triangle of two rooms 
which have Jong been regarded as 
downtown top niteries, Carousel 
and Monte Carlo. As of last week- 
end, they are no longer in the 
nightclub category. 

Carousel, 
for the last seven years by enter- 
tainer Jackie Heller and his broth- 
ers, Bill and Sol Heller, was:a big 
winner until early in 1953, but of 
late has fallen on lean deals. As 
a consequence, the Hellers have 
shut it down for three or four 
weeks for a complete remodeling 
job and will reopen it late this 
month strictly as a tavern, looking 
for volume trade. There will be 
no music or shows, and food is to 
be limited to just a few staple 
items. 


Jackie Heller, with the drastic 
change in policy, is leaving town 
and will resume his singing career 
on the road.* Although he’s never 
entirely quit this phase of #, Heller 
has spent most of his time in Pitts- 
burgh, hosting and entertaining at 
the Carousel since it was first 
launched. Under the new setup, 
spot will be looked after by the 
other Heller brothers and Monty 
Jacobson, a cousin and aiso a part- 
ner. 

Same fate has befallen the Mqnte 
Carlo, room which was built at a 
cost of around $250,000 by Alan 
Clark, of the candy family and for- 
merly with the Clark Bros. firm. 
Unlike Carousel, however, Monte 
Carlo has been practically a loser 
right from the start, and Clark 
has merely been hanging on until 
he could find a buyer, 

Shuttering of Carousel and 
Monte Carlo gives downtown Pitts- 
burgh only one nitery with shows 
and dancing, Lenny Litman’s Copa, 
right across the street from the 
Hellers’ room. Most of the night- 
life locally has shifted out of the 
crowded Golden Triangle into the 
outskirts, to places like Ankara, 
Twin Coaches, Vogue _ Terrace, 
Horizon Room and Colonial Manor. 


WILSON, HAMMEL INTO 
PERSONAL MGT. SETUP 


Lou Wilson has formed a per- 
sonal management firm along with 
Lester Hammel. Both are William 
Morris Agency alumni, Wilson hay- 
ing headed the foreign business, 
while Hammel was engaged in han- 
dling film personalities. 

Wilson, who was known as Wolf- 
son at the Morris office, is pres- 
ently handling Herb  Shriner, 











palolen Gallagher and. Ethel Smith, 
among others. 


owned and operated | 





LEE ASKS RETURN 


TO GOLDEN DAYS | 


By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Television is devouring the talent 
—so it’s up to television to develop 
new talent. And the best way, ac- 
cording to comic Pinky Lee, might 
be a return to the “golden days of 
burlesque” 
showbusiness specialize in low, but | 
clean, comedy. 

Lee, a burlesque grad himself, | 


currently has one of vgdeo’s highest | 
daytime ratings with his daily tele- 


show. He feels that most of his 
ease on his show is due to his three 
years in burlesque where he 
learned | 


pat in one take. That experience 


| is invaluable to me today.” 


But, Lee pointed out in a letter 
to NBC veepee John West over the 
weekend, there’s no place where 
today’s talent can learn. Conse- 
quently, Lee Suggested, “NBC 
should institute an experimental] 
theatre in which young comics 
could learn to work — a 
atre founded up on the tradition 
of early burlescue which produced 
some of the best comedy ever 
seen.” 


Lee emphasized that he did not | 


mean the post-depression  bur- | 


lesque which he entered “for the | 


same reason Marilyn Monroe posed | 
for that ¢alendar—I was hungry.” 
Rather, he told West, what’s need- 
ed is a return to the family-style 
entertainment of the immediate 
post-World War I era—the me- 


dium that produced such greats as | 
Fanny Brice, W. C. Fields, Eddie | 
Bobby Clark, Bert Lahr | 


Cantor, 
and Willie Howard. Strippers 
were unheard of in those days and | 
an cff-color joke rarely if ever | 
used. The comics, Lee declared, 
“depended on their own originality | 
and talent rather than ‘blue’ ma- 
terial fer their success. Most of 
the comics in what we call bur- 
lesque today take a sad second 
place to the strip teasers. They use 
material that 
tired.”” Lee added that he’s proud 
of having been labeled “the clean- 
est comic in burlesque.” 

If NBC launches an experimental 
“burlesque-type” theatre to help 
develop talent, Lee prophesied, 
many of today’s showbiz greats | 
would lend their talents to help en- | 
courage new entertainers. 

“I'm certain,” he told West, 
“that many of my fellow perform- 
ers, such as Milton Berle, 
Benny, 
and others would be glad to sit in 
on a periodic panel to audition 
such young talent, criticize them 
and aid their careers in whatever 
manner we could.” 

From this experimental theatre, 
Lee declared, television execs 


might see emerge the impetus for | 


a revival of burlesque’s “golden 
age.” 


Judge Nixes Hotel Claim 
Vs. ‘Noisy’ A.C. Pier 


Atlantic City, June 1. 

Superior Court Judge Vincent S. 
Haneman refused to interfere with 
the operation of various amuse- 
ment devices on the Million Dollar 
Pier (28), pending a final hearing 
on the merits of a case presented 
by the Kind Co., operators of the 
nearby swank Shelburne Hotel, 
when it was complained that guests 
were unable to relax and sleep 
because of the excessive noises 
coming from the spot. 

Pier houses various types of 
amusement devices, such as a ferris 
wheel, carousel and shooting gal- 
lery, and is rigged with loudspeak- 
ers over which barkers constantly 
strive for the cash of the visitors. 
Max Tubis, president, and Harry 
Schwartz, secretary, of the Beach 
Amusement Co., operators of the 
pier, in reply said the spot is op- 
erated in an orderly, quiet manner. 
They declared they had invested 
$250,000 on the Pier, almost razed 
by a fire several years ago, and 
now pay $50,000 plus a percentage 
of gross receipts above an unnamed 
figure for rental 





when that form of} 


“the knack of getting | 


sketches and bits of business down | 


the- | 


is hackneyed and 


Jack | 
Bob Hope, Eddie Cantor | 


URLEY AS TV TALENT CRADLE? 








Kirkwood & Goodman 





as a comedy team for the past five 
| years, have split into two singles. 

Lee Goodman will open solo to- 
night (Wednesday) at Le Ruban 
'Bleu, N. Y., while Jimmy Kirkwood 


night (Tues.). 





Philly AGVA In 


-Overworking Acts 


Philadelphia, June 1. 

| The Philly Branch of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists took 
its first bite with the new teeth 





© 
v 


Go Separate Courses. 


Kirkwood & Good inered [Cheer nat they'll be taxed out 
raweo man, partnere 





‘opened at One Fifth Avenue last | 


NY. Bonifaces Eye Ways to Combat : 
City Tax; Early Dining Angle Stressed 


New York bonifaces have begun 
to study means of circumventing 
amusement taxes in the event the 
N. Y. City Council passes the ad- 
ditional 5% levy. The nitery own- 


of business, and as a means of self- 
preservation must come up with 
some idea of keeping costs to 
clientele within reasonable levels. 

One idea that has been advanced 
is the charging of a separate ad- 
mission tax, and having food re- 
main untaxed. The operators 


| would put a certain valve on the 


| show, 


and probably reduce the 
price of meals, so that the total 
bill would remain the same except 
that there would be no tax on the 


| food and liquor. 


Crackdown on Bar 


It’s pointed cut that at show and 
dances given by private organiza- 
tions, only that part of the ticket 
marked admission is subiect to 
tax. The bonjfaces are looking 
into the legality of different ideas 


_ being advanced. 


put in its ruling against members ' 


| appearing in more than three shows 
'or four spots a night, when it 
i cracked down on Lou’s Moravian 
| Bar and yanked the 10 entertainers 
out Saturday (29). 

| Midtown show-bar was disabled 
|\for the holiday weekend, since 
| there was no way to rescind the 
ruling without a meeting. of the 
executive board of AGVA. which 
| couldn’t possibly be called before 
today (1). Charles Garvey, branch 
manager of AGVA, sent out a ietter 


the last meeting (12), 
to disfranchise agents, expel acts 
| and clamp down on cafes for over- 
| work practice. Lou’s Moravian was 
the first violator picked up. 

The entertainers wil! be brought 
/ up on charges- tomorrow ‘Wed.). 
| although it is doubtful if these first 
, offenders will be expelled. AGVA 
|has been conducting hearings 
against the booking agents at the 
|rate of five and six a day. Out of 
| the first 60 agents brought in for 
| hearings, 20 were refused fran- 
| chises by the variety actors union. 

Garvey said AGVA won't Issue a 
| franchise to any agent until the 
lentire screening process of agents 
| and associates has been gone 
| through. Union has notified about 


It's a well-known fact that cer- 
tain restaurants urge the patrons 
io order the entire meal early in 
the evening before the dancing 
starts, and then when the check is 
presented the bill isn’t subject to 
tax. Its likely that this will be 
extended in many situations. 

According to nitery men, there 
is little cuestion of the legality of 
this move as the spot operates as 


a Straight eatery until a specified - 


hour. Two checks are made up, 


,one for food consumed until the 


to clubs, agents and acts following | 
threatening ; 


100 agents and 125 associates to} 


appear. There are more agents in 
operation, but AGVA has. been 
unable to notify them due to the 
refusal of the State Dept. of Labor 
and Industry to cooperate, Garvey 
said. 


| Niteries 
/amusement upon which the 
| Federal 


show starts, and another for that 
which is ordered afterward. Savy- - 
ing to the customer in these situ- 
ations is considerable. 

Later Shows 


In order to adopt this plan, 
nitery owners would have to start 
their dance music and shews later 
than usual, in order to get as many 
customers in under the wire and 
to definitely establish its run as a 
Straight restaurant. 

Actually, the increase because of 
the pending 5° NYC amusement 
tax will mean very little increase 
from current nitery checks, since 
the present 3° city sales tax will 
be eliminated in situations where 
the 5° amusement tax applies. 
However, the nitery men fear that 
with the 20° Federal impost, a 
25°% tax hike over the normal bill 
will discourage plenty of custom- 
ers in a field that has already been 
hit by adverse economic trends, 
and will tbe further depressed 
when the new impost cpmés along. 
are the only form of 
20% 
Others 


levy was kept. 


| have had the rap lowered to 10%. 


If the agents not on AGVA roster 


refuse to come in of their own 
volition, disfranchisement will be 
automatic, he declared. 


PHILLY NIXES CIRCUS 
BENEFIT ON SABBATH 


Philadelphia, June 1. 


A benefit performance by Ring- | 
ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
scheduled for Sunday (30), was 
| cancelled on orders of Police Com- 
| thissioner Thomas J. Gibbons. Cir- 
}cus expected to break through | 
Pennsylvania Sabbath blue laws by | 
staging a charity performance for | 
the Prisoners Family Welfare 
Assn. 

Circus had advertised the. Sun- 
day show in advance and Prison- 
ers Welfare group had obtained a 
permit. Police balked, however, 
when it was learned the permit 
was expected to cover staging the 
entire circus. Gibbons contacted | 
the Ringling management and they 
dropped Sunday show. 











Aerialist Injured 
Buffalo, June 1. 

Jesse Cordona, 28, of Mexico 
City, an aerialist appearing with 
the Clyde Bros. indoor circus at 
St. Catherines, Ont., last week, 
missed a flying trapeze and fell 
about 15 feet, striking his head on 
a concrete floor. 





| 





The talent. agencies are . of 
course ‘worried terrifically about 
any development that may tend to 
|further depress the nitery busi- 
|ness. As it is, they are already 
| attempting to come up with ideas 
| that will aid the boniface to op- 
‘erate with less expensive talent, 
and they are trying to help the 
| situation by giving .cafemen as 
| many breaks as possible on price. 
Admittedly, it’s only possible when 
| the owner wants a fair to middling 
;name. When the top strata of en- 
tertainer is needed, the headliner, 
| generally, won't budge until his 
conditions are met. 


ANNA MARIA'S SIS WILL 
DEBUT AT FAMILY SHOW 


Hollywood, June 1. 

Another member of the talented 
|Alberghetti family makes her pro- 
fessional debut Aug. 12 in a fam- 
\ily concert at Red Rock Stadium, 
|Denver. She's Carla Alberghetti, 
14-year-old sister of Anna Maria Al- 
berghetti. 

Family concert will star Anna 
Maria and feature Carla and broth- 
er Paul, 9-year-old baton prodigy. 
Father Alberghetti will conduct 
and Mother Alberghetti will pro- 
vide piano accompaniment. 

Concert is a highlight of Anna 
Maria Alberghetti’s summer trek, 
which tees June 30 at the Italian 
Village, San Francisco, where she 
plays a three-week stand. 
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La Vie en Rose, N.Y. 
she essays the role of a free-wheel- 
ing golddigger in such tuneful and 
meaningful items as “Mink, 
Shmink,” “Let’s Do It,” “C’est Si 
Bon,” “Apres Moi” and the out-of- 
season, but still good “Santa Baby.” 


That she’s best in the “‘let’s go 
crazy” or “get me some loot’ 
pitches becomes evident when she 
tackles the sweet and simple Gersh- 
win ballad, “Leoking For’ A 
Boy.” It’s her only slip in the long 
songalog because it’s a pose that 
doesn’t suit her. Her windup is the 
lilting calypsong, “Somebody Bad 
Stole De Wedding Bell,’”’ and the 
frantic © Turkish melody, “Uska- 
dara.” 

Also in the vocal groove, ‘and just 
as socko, are The Lancers. It’s the 
first date east for the foursome, 
who've hit the bigtime the disk 
way on the indie Coast label, Trend 
Records. They’ve got a topdrawer 
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DUNDEE 


(Beauty and 
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Night Club Reviews 


| Mary McCoy, Jeffrey Clay; Zoltan 


harmony technique and know how 
to pace their repertoire for maxi- 
mum impact. The 18minute turn 
includes such knockouts as “Bye, 
Bye Blackbird,” “Pe O'Neill,” 
their disclick, ‘Sweet Mama, Tree 
Top Tall,” and a zingy spiritual, 





‘“ ‘a, he boffed a near-capacity house 
So High, So Low, So _ Wide. | snd had to plead off after 45 min- 


Clean-cut appearance and tiptop 
stage demeanor are their other | 
plusses. 


Mimic Will Jordan has a bag- | jine tradition of this room, was 
ful of hot and cold carbons. When | hooked by boniface Dave Halper as 
'an overture to the prom 


he really let’s loose, however, as 
with the description of a Holly- | 
wood baseball game, he hits the 
bullseye and lifts tabler spirits. 
His etching of Ed Sullivan also is 
a big laugh and mitt-grabber. Jor- 
dan’s mobile face is put te work 
throughout and gives an uncany | 
look-alike effect to each aping. 
June Taylor’s attractive pony 
line of six steppers helps round out 
a delightful layout. Doug Rogers as- 
sits the gals with some fair croon- 
ing and hoofing. The complete La 
Vie card owes. a low bow to the) 
Van Smith Trio’s backing. Gros. 





Hotel Astor, N. Y¥. 


Sammy Kaye Orch (13), with 


Zatany Band (4); $1-$1.25 cover. 








Sammy Kaye’s 





inot the disks that made songs, so ing and doesn’t run overlong. Com- 
‘when an orch came to town the’ edy team of Marty Allen and Mitch 
Brill Bldg. publishing contingent) De Wood garners a fair quota of 
'eame out in force to “contact” the | laughs via knockabout comedy and 
‘maestro. It was_a tribute to Kaye caricature impressions which some- | 
that he drew the biggest pub turn-|times border on the crude. 
out for an opening in this town in Wood, a boxer type, 
some time. . Could have been their | straight and Allen the buffoon. For 
‘longtime association” with Kaye,|the most part, their routines begin | 


ing that era it was the bands and | 


| Allen & Mitch De Wood, Bebe Al- 


| Cole’s luring worth and-saleability 


jing artist and jazz. musician, who 


| Cole reigns through a spool of.15 


opening at the| Girl,” “Lover Come Back,” and 
Hotel Astor Roof last week (24)| “Paper Moon.” Rest of his output 
was almost a throwback to the consists of sweet ballads chanted 
‘music biz days of the 1930s. Dur-| in his distinctive feather tones. ~ 


Chez Paree, Chi | 
Chicago, May 26. 
Nat (King) Coie & Tric, Marty 


lan & Barry Ashton, Brian Farnon 
Orch; $1.10 cover, $2.50 minimum, 





All prior doubts anent Nat (King) 


at the Chez Paree, where he had 
never played before, were quickly 
erased on opening night (26) when 


utes on the floor. Popular record, 


didn’t quite seem to fit the head- 


set, who 
are in season now. Cole had plenty 
advance publicizing and drew not 
only the youth element, but old- 
time nightclubbers as well. 


Dapper and with unfailing smile, 


songs, all faultlessly phrased in his 
surefire idiom with scarcely a 
pause for an intro. While normally 
it helps to space some amiable talk 
between tunes early in the game, 
Cole ingratiates by sheer vocalis- 
tics and visuaf charm. Repertory 
is neatly balanced with nostalgic 
tunes, his recent Capitol disclicks, 
and novelty ditties like strawhatted 
“Calypso Blues” which sell whole- 
sale here. 

Jazz ingredient is kept spare, as 
Cole reverts to standing pianistics 
with his rhythm trio for a few out- 
breaks on numbers like “That’s My 


Rest of the bill is amply divert- 





De | 
plays the} 





‘the remotes coming from the Roof) well but fail to make a point and | 


‘or Kaye’s disclick potential that | have to be better developed for | Smith as diva 











|drew ’em there, but whatever the 
reason, it gave the band a sock 
sendoff for its summer-long run. 

Kaye’s appeal isn't only for 
music bizites. He continues to 
play the kind of stuff that draws 
the térp crowd, especially the 
prom mob, and the room should be 
|in gravy as soon as the undergrads 
| start stepping out. The orch has 
an easy beat, listenable and dance- 
| able, with a standard book that’s 
| full of faves as well as current 
| clicks. 





| Orch’s four rhythm, five reed, | 


'and four brass are well-integrated 
,and dish out the one-two beat in 
/an arrangement pattern pegged 
strictly for dancing. Kaye knows 
what the orch is on the podium for 
and he keeps them at it in top 
style. A 4 

Mary McCoy, who recently took 
| over the thrush’s chair with the 


tractive pipes. She belts the 
rhythm items and caresses the bal- 
|lads with equal impact. Jeffrey 
Clay, in the male vocalist’s slot, 





| also gets the lyrics across with ap-, D 


| peal. 

| Kaye’s longtime piece de re- 
| sistance, “So You Want to Lead a 
» Band,” 
|erowd. It’s a strong gimmick for 
| the squares and it helps bring an 
| okay change of pace to the mu- 


| sicale, 


|. Zoltan Zatany’s four-piece com- 
| bo does a neat job filling the inter- 








A AA MAE er ton Sac NRO a 


i mish spots. Gros, 





added interest these days because 
of possibility that longtermer 
Helene Aimee may break through, 
Miss Aimee is a’ versatile singer. 
Of Mex origin, she has no language 
specialty, inasmuch as she sings 
well in a variety of tongues. For 
added measure, she plays the gui- 
tar as an accomp for her Spanish 
numbérs. ; 

Tunes in French, German and 
English hit the jackpot for this 
crowd, The numbers have some 
depth and at times a garmin deliv- 
ery. Her expansion plans include 
an act now being readied for her 
by Phil Moore, who seems to be an 
expert in bringing out distaff chirp- 
ers. At this spot, the posturing and 
attitudes generally adopted by 
diseuses fare well, but many 
wouldn’t go in the downtown 
rooms. But otherwise she can hit 
a wide variety of cafes. 

oew generally selects his sing- 
ers with the same loving care as 
one would in picking casts for “The 
Student Prince.” In point is youth- 
ful blonde looker Toba Stevens 
(New Acts). 

Bela Bizony leads a crew of ac- 
complished musicians, most of 
whom triple on violin, piano and 
accordion, They have some good 
showmanly routines that bring on 
the applause. 

Although Lindyites are strangers 
to these parts, that segment of 
Broadway will probably now be at 
home in this spot. The Kirsch 
Bros., Walter and Larry, have 
moved over from that eatery to 
preside at the.Lantern’s “ane. 

OSse@.. 


Desert Inn, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, May 24. 
Chico & Harpo Marx (with Lu- 
cille Smith), Los Chavales De Es- 
pana (11), Trini Reyes, Bobby 
Sargent, Donn Arden Dancers 
(16), Carlton Hayes Orch (11); 
no cover or minimum. 





The Marx freres delight with 
their oldtime foolishisms. Harpo 
scissors gown off handsome Lucille 
renders operatic 


aria. When he isn’t blowing bub- 


band, is a looker with a set of at-| 


continues to tickle the | 


— | companying chatter is slick, a par- 


| substantial punch. 
| Allan & Ashtop, youthful terp/| bles from a clarinet, Harpo reeds 
|team, lead off with appealing spe-| it legitimately. Also a miniature 
|cialties beginning with a strut | harmonica. As always, Harpo’s big- 
'number and climaxing in mockery | gest moments come at the harp, on 
lof “Thoughts While Dancing,” | which he uncannily weaves musical 
| done against offstage voices on rec- | patterns that arouse top response. 
‘ord. Hard-working hoofers work in| From “Cocoanuts,” Harpo and 
!a modern vogue and are nicely re- Chico resurrect a double piano solo 
'eeived. Brian Farnon orch backs | on same keyboard that’s hilarious. 
| the show and plays the dance sets | Orally, Harpo’s diction is still con- 
|with the maestro 9n vocals, Les. | fined to whistles. 

& ee | Chico, still sporting his Italian 
| Latin Quarter. Boston dialect, gets big yocks defending 
Boston, May 28. the purloining habits of his broth- 
| Will Mastin Trio, featuring |er- He is still as nimble in one- 
|Sammy Davis Jr.; Morty Stevens, | finger piano keyboarding of “Roil 
Phyllis Miller, Carolyn Ayres & | Out The Barrel” as he was doing 
|Escorts (3), Guy Guarino, Harry |it more than a decade ago. Chico 
| DeAngelis Orch (8), Zarde Bros, | Plays familiar “Woodpecker Song, 
Trio; $5 minimum. using an orange to roll out the 
i high notes. Versatile brothers are 


Topped by the human dynamo |@ big hit in a 30-minute stand. 
,known as Sammy Davis Jr., the | _ In closing spot, Los Chavales De 
| current L.Q. package stacks high | Espana are show-stoppers. They 
on the list of entertainment values. | double from strings to brass and 
| Supporting acts, Carolyn Ayres blend voices well, too, in effective 
| and her Escorts and Phylis Miller, | musical repertoire from many 
| score neatly in their respective |countries. Colorful aggregation 
| spots but it’s no trade secret that | moves about stage—unlike most 
avis Jr. could carry a complete | groups tkat are stationary—and 
nitery chore single-handed and the | takes up many positions to excite 
customers wouldn’t feel cheated. {the audience to good reaction 
_ Fianked by his uncle, Will Mas- | throughout. Flamenco dancer Trini 
tin and his father, Davis Sr., the | Reyes, a vivid personality, works 
guy whips through the most suc-}| well with group and her terps 
cessful. and exhausting. segh seen ke down the house. 

ere in many a month. He can Comic Bobby Sargent works a 
dance with the best of them, his / brief shift with the Marxes as a 
vocalizing is comparable to most, |carbon of brother Groucho. Other- 
one, cree ol tie we of the i. wise -he’s an okay show emcee and 

) urveyors, and his | is w i : i 

carbons are on the beam. The ac- oe teers. meres Ie 























LA VIE 


_NEW 
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“Best comedy impressionist in the business.” 


HELD OVER 


Direction: MCA 


ww 


EN ROSE 


YORK 





Ang 

Sugar Ray Robinson with Joe 
Scott; Patti Ann; Johnny Ander. 
son h (9); $1.50 admission, 

As a switch from its usual ja 

licy, this Southside boite = 

ugar Ray Robinson headlining foy 
a 10-day stand. It’s the former 
middieweight champ boxer’s local 
debut and the prospects are very 
bright for the run. He’s getting 
$3,500 per week, which figures to 
a flat $5,000 for the run and he'll] 
be more than worth it to the spot. 

Robinson has gained poise and 
assurance since he launched his 
show biz career last year. He works 
more easily in some swift repartee 
with Joe Scott, song-dance-and- 
comedy man who originally pro- 
vided the only professionalism in 
the turn, Now, the champ does 
some fine hoofing, sings engaging- 
ly if not over harmonically and has 
transferred to the repartee the 
sense of timing that stood him well 
in the ring. It’s a good act. 

A young:singer tagged Patti. Ann 
has the opening spot and she 
evokes interest. Kap. 


Lr | 
GERRI 
GALE 


“DANCING 
PERSONALITY” 
HELD OVER 
CARIBE HILTON 
HOTEL 

San Juan, P. R. 


Pers. Mgf. 

DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
1776 Broadway 
Ci 5-5368 




















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For Ail Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First of 15 files $7.00—All 35 Issues $22 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginnin 


ee ee 


@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., es. bk...$25 @ 
e@ BLUE BCOX (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. by overa thousand 


No C.0.D.’s 
BILLY GLASON 
200 W. 54th 2, few York 19—Deopt. V 











Management 


HESS MAY&R 
420 MADISON AVE. & 
e2 New York PL 5-4564 D, : 

















lay that is usually missing in a | 
| good percentage of impressionists. | 
| Miss Miller, an energetic chick, | 








| fares okay in her slot with a rau- | ibd — St 
—STEVE ALLEN [ cous vocal stint loaded with oldies. | a, OT ee de® 
i : | Gal has nifty sense of the ridic- | set geld * acs OF ke attit 
‘a ulous and her songs of the “Toot, || V°"* eS ae 
' |Toot, Tootsie’ and “Dearie” type | his ~~ : copie” 4 
q + Scove nicely. At opener, gal played morind e humor 
up to a male ringsider, luring him ° wh @ sense 
onstage for a bit of clowning by- wit 
_play while she vocalizes. “Lone- 
somest Gal in Town” for strong | 
_aud response. Carolyn Ayres and | 
her Escorts, two males, nab the | 
opening and midway spot for nice 
interpretive terping highlighted by 
‘ ears pexy appearance. Guy | N 
uarino handles the emceei i j 
eee ond Barry DeAngelis Senet | ied Smilestones a Comedy 
oe showbacks niftily. During Mastin | 
ian “6 Brest Btovens ~ Man the | TWIN coAcnts Just Concluded— 
se band and injects a bi itt, i 
Currently clarineting. Zarde Bros. Elie,” With Tony Martin a * Penn Theatre with. Sauter: 





Viennese Lantern, N.Y. 
Helene Aimee, > sve ° Special Material 


¢ Toba Stevens, 
mintmum, 


Personal Management 


PAUL KALET 
KNS Associates, Inc. 
Shelton Hotel, New York 
MU 8-7247 





Max Loew’s Viennese Lantern is 
probably one of the more gemut- 
lich spots in town. Continental- | 
Styled atmosphere and diseuses 
make for pleasant relaxation amid | 








‘the Alt Wein surroundings, 
The Viennese Lantern takes on | 








a ot 


* Chubby’s, Camden, N. J. 


* Casino Theatre, Toronto— 


Coming Up*NBC-TV, June 14-15 


Finegan; Vaughn Monroe 


with Vaughn Monroe 
Opening June 17 
Roosevelt Hotel, N. O. 


1 oe. MH eee 
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Suit Threat In 
ALC. Pageant 


Atlantic City, June 1. 


Pageant officials here are con- 
cerned with 2 squabble over selec- 
tion of a beauty in Connecticut 
which might result in the big 
September show being picketed by 
Violet Fuchs, 23, of Middletown, 
Conn., who won a contest run by 
veteran promoter Al Patricelli, of 
Hamden, 


; 


' 





DeHaven, Hope to Team 
For A.C. Shriners Show 


Atlantic City, June 1. 

Gloria DeHaven will team with 
Bob Hope in “Hi-Neighbor,” the 
Shriners extravaganza, as the Im- 
perial Council meets here June 27- 
July 2. 

Pair will head the show in Con- 
vention Hall Tuesday, June 29, and 
will play before an indoor audience 
of more than 22,500, most of them 
Nobles here for the big convention. 
Preduction is one of three major 


;events to benefit Shriners’ hospi- 


Pageant officials in favor of the !two being big boardwalk parades 


Connecticut Junior Chamber of | which will 


Commerce. 


Patricelli, who has sent girls 
here for several years, declares 
that he is prepared to sue the 
Pageant for $500,000 if they don’t 
recognize his girl. Meanwhile the 
Jaycees are preparing to select 
their ““Miss Connecticut” at a con- 
test which will be held early this 
month. 





Leonora Slaughter, Pageant di- ; 


rector, in taking away Patricelli’s 
franchise, followed 


j 
} 


conclude before the 
stands in Convention Hall. 


Parks & Garrett Set 
For Brit. Vaude Tour; 
U.S. Names to Scotlan 


Glasgow, May 25. 
Larry Parks and Betty Garrett 
are set to tee off a tour of key 





established | U.K. vauderies June 28 at the Em- 


plan of giving Jaycee organizations | pire here, following on to the Em- 


the right to conduct contests. 





GENEVIEVE TO ST. LOUIS 


French Chantoosie Gets 
Minute Visa as Mgr. Groans 








Cafe talent impresario Bar and Edinburgh this summer. Lena | 
Polan left N. Y. Taesduy _ e seen, | Horne is due June 7. Guy Mitchell | 


has a July 12 week at the Empire, | summer. got off to a banner start | 


real to pick up his new French 
chantoosie; Genevieve, and ‘escort 


| 


| 


' 


pire, Edinburgh, July 5, and then 
to dates at Newcastle, Manchester 
and Birmingham. Act is being 
handled by MCA. On their last 
trip here the Larry Parks were 


Last | warmly received. 


This booking increases the crop 
of U.S. artists pacted for Glasgow 


Edinburgh, followed by a fortnight 





Vaude, Cafe Dates 
New York 


Paul Winchell slated for the 
Chez Paree, Chicago, June 24, and 
the Frolics, Salisbury Beach, Mass., 
| Aug, 1... Forrest Tucker & Tony 
| Maran pacted. for the Olympia, 
| Miami, June 16... Deal now un- 
der way for a spot booking for 
Lionel Hampton at the Broadway 
Capitol, Detroit. Joe Glaser’s As- 
sociated Booking Corp. working on 
ithe details . . Billy Sheppard, 
| now touring the British provinces, 


' 
| 











ousted by the resort | tals for crippled children, the other | slated to return to the U. S. late 


July. 


Chicago 


Tite Guizar set for three frames 


while Burl Ives postpones a date to 
| August to make a picture mean- 
| while. . . Myron Cohen and Steve 
' Gibson & Red Caps helming next 
Chez Paree show beginning June 
14 for two weeks. . . Sammy Shore 
| playing fortnight at Seven Seas, 
| Omaha, starting June 11. . . Dor- 
| othy Shay and Darvas & Julia top- 
| ping six-week bill at Palmer House, 
| Chi, beginning July 1. 

| 


{ 


Atlantic City Season 


| Off to Early Getaway 
In Centennial Summer 


Atlantic City, June 1. 
Another season, the Centenniai 








| here as the resert entertained hun- 


her to St. Louis. He had the usual] | Stint at the Empire, Glasgow, and | dreds of thousands over the three- 


agonies getting a visa for foreign 


talent because of the McCarran | 8°W Empire July 5 and Edinburgh | 


Al Martino is skedded for the Glas- 


Act and there was only two days | Glasgow in September. 
breather between getting the neces- | 


sary stamps on the gal’s passport 
and her scheduled opening at the 
new poolside showplace at the 
Chase Hotel, St. Louis. She makes 
her American bow there June 3. 
Another import, Quintetto Allegro, 
is also on the bill. 

Genevieve and her accompanist 
Luke Poret have played the Ritz, 
Montreal and Chez Girard, Quebec. 
Plan is to keep her out of New 
York until the autumn. To date 
she’s—mastered three numbers in 
English. 





| 





State Seeks Mpls. City Aid 
On Nitery Op Tax Claim 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
City council here has been asked 


‘by the state of Minnesota for help 


in collecting three state income tax 

judgments against A. E. Holman, 

owner of the Saddle nitery. 
Holman has sold the 


|day Memorial Day weekend. 
Anticipating a new record in re- 


| city, most spots catering to the 
|influx are getting into the swim 
|early this year, with Steel Pier, 
‘top amusement spot. going all out, 
| the beachfront hotels offering bills 
| usually reserved until later in the 


month. 


| City took a hand in the Memo- 
rial Day celebration at the Centen- 
nial train which will be operated 
‘from Convention Hall to the Gar- 


spot to den Pier and return along the 


Oscar Rubinsky. former owner of | boardwalk twice each day during 


Curly’s nightclub, who has applied 
for a transfer of the license. 


the season had its initial run Satur- 
day (29). 


at Black Orchid beginning June 22, the Cafe, opening Sept. 20 for one | 


| sort visitors and cash left in the| 





Gracie Fields’ Brother 
In London Cafe Debut 


London, June 1. 
Tommy Fields, brother of Gracie 
Fields, makes his cabaret debut at 
the Cafe de Paris on four-week 
| date after the appearance of Mar- 
| lene Deitrich, who is due there 
| June 21 on four-week engagement. 
Kay Thompson is also skedded 
to make her third appearance at 





;month. She will be followed by 


Carl Brisson. 


Dance Quartet Hits AFM 
| With $80,000 Suit In 
Can. AGVA-Tooter Row 


Toronto, June 1. 
A second major court 
| volving the dispute 





cn nce 


test in- 
between the 


i American Federation of Musicians | 


j}and the American Guild of Variety 
| Artists is in the wind with the 
filing of an $80.000 damage suit 


{against Walter Murdoch, prexy of j 


ithe Toronto AFM local; Samuel 
|Hersenshorn, bandleader, and 
Robin Logan, former organizer 


with the T«-ronto branch of AGVA 
who resigned to work for AFM. 
| Suit was filed by the Revue Danc- 
ers, a terp quartet, for whom the 
musicians refused to play on a re- 
eent CBC broadcast because they 
refused to resign AGVA and join 
|an auxiliary set up by Murdoch ior 
performers. 

The dancers, comprising Andrew 
Boddy, Robert Van Norman. Babs 
Christie and William York, are 
asking $20,000 ‘ach against the de- 
fendants. The Revue Dancers pre- 
viously won a court decision re- 
straining the AFM from breaching 
a contract which calls for provid- 
ing musical backing to them. The 
present suit asks that this injunc- 
tion be continued. 


Rogers Likely To Pull Out of CNE 
In Union Tug-of-War; Sports as Sub? 


Toronto, June 1. 


| Roy Rogers will likely pull his 
| troupe out cf the proposed 24,000- 
‘seater grandstand show at the 
Canadian National Exhibition as 
latest development of the lengthy 
tug-of-war between the American 
, Federation of Musicians and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
jin which both unions are fighting 
'for the membership allegiance of 
ischeduled vaude acts, plus 90 
|dancing girls and 30 boys, a 30- 
/ voice mixed chorus, together with 
| 20 musicans. 

It's revealed that, in conversa- 
,tions in New York last week and 
via telephone between Jack Arthur, 
| producer of the CNE grandstand 
show, and Larry Kent, Roy Rogers’ 
manager, that the western § star 
wants to get off the CNE hook 
and amiably asks for an immediate 
deci-ion from all concerned, in- 
cluding the conflicting unions. On 
the CNE grandstand date, Rogers 
can be booked elsewhere for the 
‘identical fortnight in his current 
commitment schedule. But be must 
know right away what procedure 
to follow on his CNE contract for 
fee and %. 

Meanwhile, board of directors of 
the CNE wili hold a last-minute 
meeting this week with heads of 
both unions but, with little hope 
of mutual reconciliation, despite 
fact that the impasse jeopardizes 
the jobs of certain vaude acts, 160 
members of the dance ensembles 
and 90 singing chorus, plus 90 mu- 
sicians. The CNE grandstand show 
in '53 grossed $430,000 for the 14- 
night performances at $3 top. 

With unions’ decision. still sty- 
mied, Hiram McCallum, CNE g.m., 
now plans to substitute a sports 
jamboree for the grandstand show, 
this to include top drivers of the 
Indianapolis Speedway. with reps 
of the latter to be in Toronto this 
week to consider. with CNE of- 
ficials, the possibility of exhibition 
and trial races. Aliso included in 
this proposed daily sports schedule 
is exhibition football games with 
trans-Canada teams and imported 
teams from Britain. 


| 
} 
| 
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Reopening JUNE 6th 


LATIN QUARTER 





PPY TO BE HOME... 


after 7 wonderful years abroad 















New York 


Direction: 


EDDIE ELKORT 
250 West 57th Street 
New Yerk, New Yerk 
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GEORGE and BERT 


BERNARD 


1p GEORGE PIERCE 
The Thivd Maal... 




















In Preparation 


Just Concluded 










HEADLINING ENGAGEMENT 


at the 


Lou Walter’s “MADE IN FRANCE” 


DESERT INN, Las Vegas 


NATIONWIDE TOUR 


Press Relations: 


PAUL W. BENSON - 
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WEEK OF JUNE 2, 1954 


whether full or split week 





VARIETY BILLS 


_ Numerals in connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit. (1) Independent; ‘L) Loew; (MW) Moss 
* (P) Paramount; (R) RKO) (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (Ww) Warner 








3 to fill 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P)) 4 
Blackburn Twins & 
E Ward 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 31 
Billy Daniels 
Benny Fayne 

C & Gladys 
Walter Jackson 


NEW YORK CITY 
Music Halli (1) 3 
Eric Hutson 
Sahomi Tachibana 
Irene Antal 
Maria De Gerlando| Harold Barnes 


Paul Knowles Roger y B & M Konyot 
Tong Bros Dick Ceéntino Joe Church 
Rockettes 1AM! Skylons 

Corps de Ballet Olympia (P) 5-8 | Bunty St Clare 
Sym Julius LaRosa | David Berglas 


Steve Evans Saxon Empire (M) 31 
Yokoi Tp Jessie Elliott Harry Lester Co 
B. Carlisle & Rose | Sam Fanara Goofus 

Chet Clark 





Phil Lawrence & Varcts Cousins 
Mitzi Village Slickers 
Farmers Daughters 


AUSTRALIA Toor 


Granada (1) 31 


Juanita Hall 





Guy Mitchell © 

R Scott Ore 

Kay Cavendish 

‘G Mitchell Choir 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


Hippodrome (1) 31 
Frankie Vaughn 
Dick Henderson 
Francois & Zandra 
re — Beg 

s O’Connor 
Palace (R) 4 T Herbert & D SWANSEA Keefe Bros & A 
Miles Twins 


Carroll Levis Co 
Violet Pretty 
Teen Agers 
M.French & Joy 


YORK 
Empire (1) 31 











Lolo & Lita W Osborne Ore 
meno Nia gg Skylets Riverside 
B Warren & C Co | Julian Somers \E Fitzpatrick Ore ! Joe E. Lewis 
Wr Latoes, & Soars | Kerr? svach Cabaret Bills laeottt casae” | Strlete 
The Dagenhaws Gti | idee | Bon ‘Rice Bill Clifford Ore 
The Maxwells John Bluthal 
Fou & H |Max Blake = ITY HAVANA 
tea Ew 
ore wiNovel rit - N YORK © Montmartre Tropicana 
udi G é 
J “R-F” Craig Walton & wf pemehe Bive Angel Milt Shaw ore ey ol S$ de Espana Org 
E Crocker & Her| Charly Wooe .0 | Sylvania Mello Ray Bari Orc Olga Guillot Celia Cruz 
Teddy Bears ome © Seaus Martha Davis Hote! Sherr Carlos Pous Rene & C Delaine 
John Blythe Coo: oon Trude Adams Netherla Rosendo Rosell a: bike 
Gloria Dawn Daresco 3 Bart Howard Juliana Larsen Luis Carbonell Man Pp 
Frank Cleary Guy Nelson Jimmy Lyons Trio | Lester Lanin Ore Elpidio & Margot Marta & Alexander 
David Sterle Chevalier Bros Leo De Lyon Jan Brunesco Ore | Zoila Perez Paulina Alvarez 
Judd Lane B Vaughan Bon Soir Hotel Statler Martha & Alexand | Bertica & Rolando 
B McConnell Renita Kramer Jimmie Daniels Art Weems Ore Sonia Calero Orlando de la Rosa 
SYDNEY Bouna rie" Thelma_ Carpenter Hotel Taft Alonso Ballet Kiko G es 
Tivoli (T) 3 Bert Duke fu | Oliver Wakefield Vincent Lopez Ore |C Playa Ora Senen Suarez Orq 
Roy Barbour Sonya Corbeau Kaye Ballard eatin Quarter Fajardo Org A Romeu Orq 
Margaret Brown Dorothy Dolores Brown ne Baylos 
‘AIN - —_ Society ae 4 tg a a 
reniers urra 
BRIT Chategy Maarid | eid a e 
ASTON Uren & tenses F- Alonso “ore 1 e | Sharon Victor Borge 
Hippodrome (I) olan’ Sarita Herrera Ashtons , 
Rowson Metropolitan (1) 31 Ruby Richards ntinued from e1i== 
Len Asior Benny Lee a Soe rt Waner Orc o os 


Alec Pleon 

4 Graham Bros 
Robin Richmond 
Alexander Dog Rev 


Paul Rivers 
Dickie Bird 
Maureen Comfort 


Eddie Jackson 
Jack Roth 
Jules Buffano 


A 
B Hurlowe Ore 


EV Danny Thomas 
ee hee Marti Stevens 
Bill Willard Pecgy Lee 
Jimmie Cavanaugh | Georgie Kaye 
Desert Inn Don Cherry 


10 Valentine Girls 
BIRMINGHAM 31 
Hi rome 
etesrews & Mills 
Diana Decker 


Reid 


Terry-Thomas 
Renee Dymott 


Twins 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 31 


Barry Sisters 
Val Valente 


Van Smith Ore 
Julius Monk 


Le Vie En Rose 2 

Eartha Kitt the sock notices and word-of- 
Lancers 

Will Jordan mouth. 


Le Ruban Bleu 


& Morgan Co Hackford & Doyle | Hotel Ambassader | Nino Nanni 
Stan White & Ann |B & Collins Pe st eitth Ave Lee Goodman 
Robb Wilton Albert Sturm Jimmy Kirkw Ellen Hanley 
Kirk Stevens Lizzet & Eddie erage 4 ood Norvas-Dee Arlen 
Roberti 3 Lorrae Desmond —_ ag nd te N Parris Trio 
House (1) 31 Empire (M) 31 Old Roumantan Morty Gunty 
Overs “Sawerds Billy Eckstine Sadie Ganks Lorraine Arnold 
Tony Hancock 7 Crisp, & jrdwood | Joe LaPorte Ore | a 
- nn 0 
dong Tee oo [Beet ete" | ree eames | Pei 
~ monte 
Elaine .& Modolw® |Caiftord Stanton | Viadimis, Rernen | ice “Fa See You 
arlys s 
mene hg = Howard De Courcy Misha Yatenete ~, yy oe 
Palace (1) 31 me. (Mm) 31 Misha Markoff Georgie Kaye 
Josef Locke ore Norman 
F Harrison Ronnie Rofalde Hotel Aster Lou Nelson 
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opening, and purely on basis of 


Coin take is as astonishing as 
length of run, which sets a record 
for one-man shows. (Last year’s 
“Evening With Bea Lillie” had- 
several performers in it. Danny 
Kaye, Judy Garland and Betty 
Hutton had healthy N. Y. runs in 
recent. seasons, but didn’t reach 
Borge’s length of run; nor were 
they single-artists attractions. 
Maurice Chevalier, in his last N. Y. 
appearances, didn’t run as long, 
and he had a pianist as assistant. 
Borge is strictly a solo show.) 

The records Borge has set have 
been several—for length of run, 
for type of show on Broadway, and 
even for the theatre (which hasn’t 
had as steady a hit before, or such 
weekly takes). With a $21,000 ca- 






being around $12,300. 


There’s been resistance to the 
show, despite the notices, due to 
uncertainty about its nature. But 
management reports many repeat- 
ers, some returning several times. 
Borge went into the Golden against 
the advice of even his own man- 
agers, who were afraid of a mixed 
reception. Borge admits he took 
a big gamble, but he was after sev- 
eral things. ° 

As result of his Broadway suc- 
cess—“it’s been an annuity, pres- 
tigewise,” he says—Borge feels he 
can engage himself in theatre work 
around the country as a one-man 
show for the next five years. He 
wants to stay in legit because he 
doesn’t like nightclubs. “You be- 
come an act,” he says, “and I am 
not an act.” The Shuberts have 
told him that if he wants to come 
back next year, as a solo attrac- 
tion again or with a revue, they'll 
offer him any support, with the- 
atre. backing, ete. 

Borge, who hasn’t missed a per- 
formance since Oct. 2 except by 
design, is closing the house tomor- 
row (Thurs.) for one night, to fill 
a private date long contracted for 
with Westinghouse. He’s appeared 
on several tele shows, as well as 
doing eight performances a week, 
during the past seven months, and 
is a little tired. He expects to take 
a short vacation in July, but re- 
sume again in N. Y. after the rest. 

He’s turned down bids for a 
half-hour live video show of his 
own material because, he says, no 
one can keep that up. Next season, 
though, he’s planning to do 39 half- 
hour vidpix, with his own company. 
It may limit his tv guest shots with 
rival sponsors, although he hopes 
not. Series may tie him up for tv 
exclusives, but again, as he says, 
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JACK BUCHANAN 

Songs, comedy 

42 Mins. 

Cafe de Paris, London 

A stage veteran of more than 42 
years and a star in his own right 


for over 25 years, with a string of 
London and Broadway successes to 
his credit, Jack Buchanan qualifies 
for a “new act” review by virtue 
of his cabaret debut at the Cafe 
de Paris. ~ 
The management of this elite 
West End nitery had been paging 
Buchanan for several seasons, an 
although he accepted. he had kept 
postponing his opening.. 
It’s now easy to appreciate why. 
For him, cabaret was a new med- 
ium into which he was being in- 
veigled at a time when most men 
of his age began to. think of retire- 
ment and. additional leisure. He 
didn’t need the engagement for 
prestige reasons, nor was he in 
need of the money. His current 
West End show, “As Long As 
They’re Happy,” has been running 
at capacity level for almost a yeat 
and, when not gainfully occupied 
in legit, he has been kept busy in 
films, both here in London and in 
Hollywood. 
Whatever the bait may have 
been that eventually lured him, 
Buchanan’s entry into the nitery 
sphere was undoubtedly an event 
of local importance and, apart 
from enticing the familiar flock of 
show biz personalities, it also at- 
tracted Princess Margaret, who was 
relegated to the balcony 
some of the members of her party 
were not in evening dress. 
This is strictly a solo act, apart 
from a bit of minor femme assist 
in a so-called comedy number 
which could, and should, be elimi- 
nated from the act. 
Apart from 
during which the. star induces 
three couples to leave their ring- 
side tables and participate in a 
draping contest (with a_ bottle of 
champagne as first prize), it is 
strictly a vocal routine with a suc- 
cession of original numbers and a 
powerful medley loaded with 
nostalgia to close. Openir.g lyric, 
“There’s No Cafe Like This Cafe,” 
is a smart parody of the Irving 
Berlin classic and “I Hate The 
Mofhing” a fine takeoff from the 
“Oklahoma” hit song. Another in- 
triguing entry, particularly. in 
opening night circumstances is a 
number on being barred, because 
of divorce, from the royal en- 
closure. 
In spite of the quality of some 
of the songs, the act has an untidy 
appearance, mainly attributable to 
the star’s overdose of opening- 
night nerves, and to his persistent 
habit of huggigg . 
audience, however, was exception- 
ally generous; they were de- 
termined that Buchanan was going 
to be a big success and they were 
there to cheer him on his way. — 
The big success, however, is long 
delayed. It comes at the tail end 
of the 42-minute performance 
when the collection of oldtime hits 
bring back nostalgic memories and 
recall the Buchanan that West End 
audiences cheered 25 years ago. 
Myro. 





B. B. KING 
Songs-Instrumental 
43 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

In making his N. Y. bow, rhythm 
& bles disker B. B. King has the 
backing of a troupe which com- 
prises two singers besides himself 
and a sharp band headed by Bill 
Harvey. During his own four num- 
bers, “All Night Long,” “Know I 
Love.” “Please Love Me” and 
“Woke Up This Morning,” the 
young colored performer twangs a 
guitar to accompany his modest 
vocalizing. He gets additional in- 
eee backing from Harvey & 

0. 


King has a pleasing style, what 
with his strong sense of rhythm 
and sprightly personality, and he 
depends mostly on that and not his 
commonplace vocal quality. 


Aside from the band as backing, 
the-rest of his group might seem 
superfluous, but since King has 
them spread over his 43 minutes, 
which he certainly can’t carry 
alone, they make nice additions. 
Diminutive Earl Forrest, who fa- 
vors cryin’ blues, and the tall’ Mil- 
dred Jones, in a less picturesque 
but equally pleasing fashion, get a 
healthy rise out of the aud. Work- 
ing some solid instrumentals, Har- 
vey’s»crew clicks also. The band- 
leader has a femme _ saxophonist 
who leads in two of his three num- 
bers. The  pewsitters applaud 
warmly at the novelty of a solo 





it’s an annuity, 





distaffer showing the boys up at 
their own game, 





because. 


this one interlude,. 


CLAUDE MARCHANT & CO. (12) 
Dance , 

15 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Claude Marchant, long a member 
of the Katherine Dunham dance 
troupe, has been touring Europe 
with this present company, and 
recently returned after a lengthy 
sojourn abroad. This is a showcase 
date for this company, 


Marchant, of course, is an expert 
dancer and he has: collected a 
talented batch of kids along with a 
trio comprising bongo, conga and 
timbales players, for heightened 
rhythmic effects. It’s a 12-person 
group, which because of the weight 
of numbers, must find top cafe 
situations to keep up with itself 
economically. 


Marchant heads a picturesque 
group, excellently disciplined, and 
with enough commercial routines 
to hit the classical as well as popu- 
lar crowd. At the Palace, the rep- 
ertoire, naturally, must be limited. 
Among others, he shows one 
ritualistie number that has suffie 
cient color and action to go over in 
any situation. The dancers are well 
costumed and have numbers of 
Caribbean and African origination. 
Presumably, their true forte is 
concert work, but they can handle 
themselves well in the more 
popular categories. Jose. 


SLAPPY WHITE — 
Comedy 

12 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. - 

The Apollo is the first solo out- 
ing for Slappy White, who ap- 
peared there before in the Foxx & 
White and other comedy outfits. 
White, who introduces himself as 
a “hip comedian,” works fast and 
stays clean, and despite the age of 
some of his material he manipu- 
lates a solid row of laughs. Much 
of his success lies in his timing, 
since there’s not much of singular 
— in his personality or in his 

nes, 


He lends himself to’ the spot he 
plays, coming out with a few new 
and well-received twists on the sup- 
posed biz tactics of the manage- 
ment. He can always fill in from 
on to date some laughable local 
color. 


RICHARD LYNN 
Impressions 

8 Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. 

Richard Lynn, youthful impres- 
sionist, has a good assortment of 
singing takeoffs which are deliv- 
ered with a fair degree of authen- 
ticity. He makes a good appearance 
and projects well. - 


However, material could stand 
considerable improvement. He 
deals mainly ig, standasds_and with 
the assortment of wordage some- 
times gives the impression of striv- 
ing for adequacy. Jose. 


TOBA STEVENS 


Songs 
15 Mins. 
Viennese Lantern, N. Y. 

Toba. Stevens is a youthful 
soprano who knows her way around 
in the trill and cadenza depart- 
ment. A_ blonde looker, Miss 
Stevens has that jeunefille appear- 
ance and a voice that seems best 
suited for operetta work, although 
she can carry her own in the cafe 
orbit. 

Miss Stevens essays a song assort- 
ment that includes “Granada,” 
Bie is You” and the coloratura 
aria from “Die Fledermaus.” She 
gets by handsomely on this type 
of catalog. Jose. 


CRAIG’S CHIMPANZEES 
Novelty 

9° Mins. 

Palace, N. Y. ; 

Craig’s Chimpanzees comprise 4 
cute trio of simians handled by 4 
man and woman. The chimps have 
a catalog of usual and unusual 
stunts. The topper is one of them 
walking a tight wire in an inverted 
position. ‘The trio rides bikes and 
other vehicles and performs several 
stunts designed for laughmaking 
purposes. 

At times, the act is somewhat 
unorganized, because of the diffi- 
culty in handling the animals. But 
generally, it’s a turn that could 
play any variety of novelty situa- 
tions for top returns. Jose. 


BILLY FIELDS 











Songs 
8 Mins. 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
Billy Fields, who has been & 


‘longtermer at Grossinger’s, Fern- 
dale, N. Y., has been in a position 
to develop a big following through 
many years’ association in that 
spot, It’s the same inn that helped 











Eddie Fisher into the bigtime 
‘ (Continued on page 55) 
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Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, May 28. 
Martha Raye, with Jack Norton 
& Jane Dulo, Novelties (3); Mo- 
roccans (6), Page & Bray, Sam 
Jack Kaufman Orch (19); “Siege 
at Red River” (20th). 





artha Raye follows on the heels 
of atts Hutton in the Capitol’s 
new policy of occasional bigname 
vaude with a two-a-day, pop price 
policy. Comin= more than a month 
after the Blonde Bombshell, la 
Raye nevertheless suffers by com- 
parison both in audience appeal 
and in b.o. draw. 

Opening show was marked by a 
slow start, uneven production and 
jack of timing on part of the star, 
comedienne didn’t click until final 
segment routine. In all fairness to 
Miss Raye, this is her first vaude 
date in over 10 vears, and her re- 
cent tv training showed in her fail- 
ure to project past the first five 
rows. Being the hep trouper she 
is, there’s little doubt that timing 
defects will be corrected. (A look- 
in at a subsequent show revealed 
star had recaptured her timing and 
feel of the large house, and was 
hitting on all cylinders.) ; 

Show gets off to a slow start with 
la Raye coming in cold with some 
As it emerged, supporting acts got 
lion’s share of the mitt action and 
throwaway tunes and gags, backed 
up by the Novelites, instrumental 
trio consisting of accordion, bull 
fiddle and electric guitar. Much of 
the preliminary business is lost, 
but comedy starts clicking when 
she removes a long fur coat to re- 
veal laugh-provoking tights. 

There are two Raye skits, done 
on a raised stage over the orch pit, 
and giving comedienne a chance to 
put across her famed horseplay 
with customers. First of these, 
lifted in toto from a recent tv 
show, falls on its face in transfer- 
ence to the footlights. This is a 
home permanent wave _ routine, 
with assists from Jane Dulo, her 
tv partner, who takes a beating as 
the gal who gets a cake mix, com- 
plete with baking, instead of curls. 
It's oldtime slapstick. with eggs, 
flour and grease dripping over 
stage, and it garners chuckies, but 
never the bellylaughs for which it 
was intended. 

Headliner starts getting the show 
on the road with her ribrickling 
version of “Come Back Little She- 
ba.” retitled “Sheba, Come Back a 
Little.’ Jack Norton is socko in 
his pantomime drunk takeoff, and 
star milks the situation for all it’s 
worth, With a little tightening, this 
shapes as topdrawer comedy. 

The Martha Raye the stubhold- 
ers came to see finally comes to 
life in final segment of the min- 
ute show (later cut to one hour). 
She steps forward to apron of the: 
stage, establishes the kind or rap- 
port with the customers that marks 
the professional, and lets go with a 
series of tunes and gab. 

Spelling the Raye efforts are a 
trio of strong acts, each of. which 
clicks gyjth. 
ites, who assist star in her musica 
turns, prove to be showstoppers on 
their own. The boys get the most 
out of their instruments, and pro- 
vide high comedy routines as well. 

Page & Bray are a better than 
average terp team with dazzling 
adagio and acro turns. They're a 
graceful, eye-filling pair and make 
a fine impression on the audience. 
The six Moroccans, a flashy acro 
and balancing combo, get things 
rolling after the initial] Raye en- 
trance. Team walks off to hefty 
mitting. Flor. 


Palace. N. Y. 

Smith & Dale, with Geene Court- 
ney; Lillian Roth, Felo & Bruno, 
Aibins (2), Four Evans, Claude 
Marchant & Co. (12), Richard 
Lynn, Craig’s Chimpanzees; “Mon- 
te Carlo Baby” (Indie). 


The Palace, Broadway's last 
stand in the variety field, is mark- 
ing the fifth anniversary of the 
re-installation of vaudeville with 
the current bill. The house serves 
as a consistent reminder that 
variety once was the most flourish- 
ing form of entertainment for the 
greater part of the people, and that 
there’s still some degree of life in 
vaudeville. 

It's curious to note that when 





the Palace puts on an anniversary 
bill, the xoffice returns are 
bigger than usual. Part of the 


reason lies in the fact that they 
splurge somewhat in trying to get 
# better than usual card, and then, 
they put over the layout with more 
nae usual exploitation and bal- 
\noo, 

“he returns on this shindig indi- 
eave that it may be a sound policy 
to aim for a wider audience that 
ccn be attracted through the con- 
“stant use of w.k. talents. Granted 
they aren't around in too much 
profusion, but it seems that there 
#’e a lot of performers who could 
bring in more to the b.o. than the 


s._The Novel, | 


Smith & Dale, vets at helping the 
Palace mark anniversaries, having 
played on previous celebration 
bills, and Lillian Roth, now box- 
office for several reasons. It’s one 
of the best playing cards the thea- 
tre has had in some time. The bill 
has a professional tone and pro- 
vides one of the best values on 
Broadway at the moment. 

Smith & Dale, with the assist- 
ance of Geene Courtney, make the 
venerable and very funny Dr. 
Kronkhite skit pay off in huge 
returns. It’s the top in low comedy 
in the variety field. The laughs are 
long and frequent. Within the 
framework of this sketch, the 
participants have made~ some 
timely changes. Smith’s references 
of point of order and his repeated 
“Mr, Chairman” bring laughs in 
spaces where none existed. previ- 
ously. They are a definite hit. 

The co-headliner, Lillian Roth, 
had just completed a stand at the 
posh La Vie en Rose, and she’s 
just had published her autobio- 
graphical “I'll. Cry Tomorrow,” 
which she extended into a song 
written by her in conjunction with 
Dave Dreyer and Geraid Marks. 
But more than that she’s an en- 
tertainer who delivers solidly. Her 
assortment of songs, most of which 
she helped intro in a series of 
films, take hold solidly. Miss Roth, 
as a kid performer, played this 
house several times and returned 
as an adult entertainer. She ap- 
parently knows her way around 
this audience. 

The surrounding talent similarly | 
hits jackpot applause in most cases. 
The Albins present a strong assort- 
ment of comedy ballroom terps. 
They comprise a funny duo. Male’s 
face and crop of hair can be classed 
among the funniest props in show- 
biz. They’ve played this spot 
several times and per usual, hit 
a top response. 

The two-piano recital of Felo & 
Bruno provide an okay musical 
interlude. The pair, however, err 
in the consistent use of the same 
brand of musical offering. They 
do fast Latin numbers throughout 
which make it sound like too mueh 
in the same groove. They need a 
change of pace for a better effect. 
What th: y do, however, is sufficient 
for a potent palm. 

The openers are the Four Evans, 
comprising an elderly and a youth- 
ful couple, who go through a series 
of fast terps to warm up the house. 
It’s a good act that has held up 
for a long time. 

In the New Act dept. are Claude 
Marchant & Co. (12), Craig’s Chim- 
panzees and Richard Lynn. Per 
usual, Jo Lombardi backstops in a 
bigleague manner. 

Fact that the Palace vaude has 
carried through to its fifth anni is 
a tribute to the vision of RKO 
Theatres prexy Sol A. Schwartz; 
v.p. Bill Howard, zone manager 
Mike Edelstein, booker Dan Friend- 
ly, and others who have stuck to 
the policy. : 

Under today’s conditions of ex- 
hibition, this house might easily 

y—the—wayside~~Dave 
Pines has staged and lighted the 
snows artistically, and Herb Bonis 
is responsible for a well-regulated 
theatre. Another nod should fall in 
the direction of RKO pub-ad chief 
Harry Mandell, Johnny Cassidy 
and Blanche Livingston for the 
extras they’ve put into the exploita- 
tion of this theatre. Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

B. B. Xing, Mildred Jones, Earl 
Forrest, Bitl Harvey Band (8), Ro- 
yal Rockets (3), Barbara DeCosta, 
Slappy White, Guy Mosley, Lucky 
Millinder Orch (14); “Man In the 
Dark” (Col). 


All but three of the turns at the 
Apollo this week are new to Har- 
lem audiences. Lucky Millinder, 
Barbara DeCosta and Slappy White 
have been at the 125th St. flag be- 
fore. Neither Millinder nor Miss 
DeCosta has played there for some 
time, and White never appeared 
as a solo before. Yet despite the 
new faces, few cards have been 
more warmly received than is this 
one. 

Maestro Millinder threads the 
session with nifty rhythm and 
blues as well as his personable 
chatter. In the latter role he is 
very helpful to the fresh talents. 
Three of those turns get the once- 
over in New Acts. They're the 
B. B. King troupe out of Houston, 
which includes Mildred Jones, Earl 
Forrest and Bill Harvey's combo, 
and Slappy White and Guy Mosley. 

Barbara DeCodsta, slickly attired 
ofay thrush, spends 17 minutes 
demonstrating a solid set of pipes. 
In delivering “From This Moment 
On.” “If I Had You,” “I Believe” 
and “What Is This Thing?” she 
shows a distinctive routine and 
much stage presence. . Elsewhere, 
three ofays, the Royal Rockets, who 
made their bow at the N. Y. Palace 
only a few weeks ago, do some 
really rapid roller skating. Though 














usual type of layout. 
rhe current .pall .is topped by 


they offer little new, the two guys 
‘and a gal spin and flip nicely to) 
\ delight stubholders. i 


Chica Chi 
Chicago; May 28. 
Dick Contino, Blackburn Twins 
& Evelyn Ward, Roger Ray, Harold 
Barnes, Louis Basil Orch; “Dial M 
For Murder” (WB). 





Teenagers, if anyone, will buy 
this fortnighter, and the opening 
show (28) found a goodly number 
of them partaking during school 
hours. Contino is in the current 
record splash with a couple new 
Mercury etchings, both  instru- 
mental and vocal, and apparently 
his pre-Army _ difficulties have 
heightened public interest. 

Contino has a 20-minute ‘seg- 
ment of popular accordionistics, 
purveying speed as much as deft 
instrumentalizing. Highschool ele- 
ment lauds his rapid rides almost 
as they would applaud an acro- 
bat’s stunts. Otherwise the quality 
of his playing is firstrate, his in- 
strument being many-textured and 
with a distinctive vibrancy. Bari- 
tone pipes on “Birth of Blues” and 
Italo-English “Goodbye My Love” 
sound good enough for a lad who 
doesn't have to depend solely on 
voice, and latter tune manages to 
provoke a few squeals from the 
teeners. | 

Blackburn Twins, perennial re- 
peaters here, achieve production 
stature in their song and terp epi- 
sodes, with comely Evelyn Ward 
assisting them. She’s the only 
distaffer on the entire bill and 
shapes an eye-catching pivot point 


|complished vet. Rey & Ronji, also | 





for the Blackburns’ antics. With- 
out Miss Ward, the Blackburns| 
execute showmanly terp on “This | 
Guy Reminds Me of Me,” their} 
specialty opener, and later kick in 
their mirror number, always a big 
click with good laugh values. 

Roger Ray spiels his gags while 
leaning into -a mike over a 
marimba. While he gestures toward 
the instrument several times, he 
manages not to play it until act’s 
windup. In low monotones he 
drops some lukewarm vintage gags 
that go over well enough with the 
younger generation, which may be 
hearing them for the first time. 
Best of his talk material is a non- 
sensical Indian yarn, and_ that 
registers as slightly too blue for 
the school kids. Act builds on the 
marimba when he vies with the 
orch for volume and when playing 
lapses deliberately offkey. 

Show is teed off by Harold 
Barnes, who terps and performs 
acros on a tightrope. Gangly 
youth struts, tangos, skips rope 
and ballets on the wire, and he 
clinches for a good mitt with a 
backward flip against an anxiety- 
building drumroll. 


Louis Basil emcees warmly and} 


conducts the house orch in show- 
backing. Les. 


Finsbury Park Empire, 
London 
London, May 27. 
Guy Mitchell (with Joe Antman 
and George Mitchell Choir), Re 
Overbury & Suzette, Eddie Arnold, 


Vottatres 23 —Hackford & Doyle; 


Rey & Ronji, Rita Martell, Sydney 
Kaplan Orch. 





comedy is mainly below par al- 
though provokes ample yocks from 
the audience, Eddie Arnold, a Pal- 
ladium hit of the last season, scores | 
strongly with his wide range of 
impressions, including a few local | 
personalities and a whole gallery | board as ambassadors dined at 
of Hollywood names, tables with reporters, and Supreme 


There’s an_ intriguing novelt 
angle to the Voltaires’ rong in nih m4 | Court Justices and Senators stood 


the male partner is able to inject ‘in the buffet line with singers and 
g nto unconnected bulbs and |! a; i“ -se 

into ‘an electric motor. The high-|°°°"'? 0% ® first-come-Grst-seryed 
spot (and the bright spot) is when ' basis. Dignity was chased by the 
aaaten a paper ul beam from a} laughs and spirit of comaraderie. 
ighthouse lamp, UHackford & | i le 
Doyle, with two spots on the bill. Hillbilly singer Hank Fort, re 
alternate their broad comedy spiel Praag turned capital resident, set 
with musical snippets onthe trom- | the pace and spelled out the no- 
bone, Strictly for the unsophisti- | protocol theme with “Protocol,” a 


ted. 
ba of the brighter sparks in the |tune she composed for the occasion 









Perle Mesta 


Continued from page 1 






—— 


One 
ry 5 gg femme juggler, |in which she ribs official preced- 
ta Martell, whose act Nas the ence and uses top drawer capital 
skill, polish and speed of an ac-| names. Following were a succes- 


: : | sion of acts emceed by Phil Regan, 
a . pe ue. |a regular here during the days of 
routine. - M | the Demmies. Humor ran high and 


» ““|non-partisan as Regan introduced 
/such Broadway scribes as Earl 
| Wilson, Danton Walker, and Bob 
Harry Mimmo: Sans Souci-Mar- Considine. Capital columnists Drew 
di Gras Revue, with Olga Chaviano, | °¢4Tson and George Dixon were 
Luis Torrens, Jori Judson & Bili SPOtlighted; New York Daily News 
Joyce, Rene & Kuki, Sans Souci femme correspondent Ruth Mont- 
Dancers, Les Rhode House Orch; | 8omery did a Charleston routine. 
“Southwest Passage” (UA). | Martha Rountree, ex of “Meet the 
-” | Press,’ came in for a stint, as did 

Colorful revue from Havana 


mm publisher Bill Hearst, and Holly- 
which makes periodic stops at this; wood columnist Hedda Hopper. 
big house is back again to lure the 





Olympia. Miami 
Miami, May ' 28. 








. ; The amateur talent was spelled 
considerable patronage which goes! hy such solid professionals bay Cel- 


este Holm, a close friend of the 
hostess, who got cheers from the 
assembled celebs for such tunes as 
“Young in Heart,” the strip tease 
number from “Pal Joey,” and a 
sophisticated novelty, “C’est TV.” 
Janet Blair sang some “South 
Pacific’ numbers; Charles Bang re- 
peated hit tunes from his “Okla- 
homa” role; and Betty George re- 
called her “Kiss Me Kate” stint. 
Billie Worth, who starred in the 


j 


for Cubano ideas in song and) 
dance. Basic ideas are unchanged | 
but color and verve keep aud in-| 
terested throughout the fast pace | 
set. Comedy, lacking in previous | 
outings, is provided by Harry |} 
Mimmo as added attraction. 

Mimmo’s didoes rack him up a) 
steady series of laughs via his/| 
agile hoofery turned to lampoon- | 
ings marking an original turn that | 
stubholder reaction builds to a 
wrapup. 

Heading up the Latino diversion 
is Olga Chaviano, a dynamic torso- | 
twister with plenty eve-appeal. | 
She purveys songs and hip-weaves 


} 
| 


‘London production of “Call Me 
| Madam,” was on hand to lend the 


proper touch by giving her version 
of the tunes said to have been in- 








With the Palladium’s vaude sea- 
son having been curtailed to house 
the Norman Wisdom revue, the’ 
traditional visiting headliners are | 
now using this nabe theatre as 
their main London showcase. There 
is only one major difference; prices 
of admission here are 50% under 
normal West End charges. In other 
respects there is little difference 
and the name-consctous audience is 
as hep and as appreciative as any 
ever collected at the Palladium. 

Topping the layout this stanza 
is Guy Mitchell, with his own ac- 
companist, Joe Antman, and vocal 
assist supplied by the George Mit- 
chell choir of seven voices. Since 
his first entry into the Palladium 
two seasons back, the disker has 
been a solid fave here and his pres- 
ent countrywide tour undoubtedly 
will enhance his already strong 
reputation. He has 4 warm, homely 
personality which readily projects 
through this big theatre, and his 
unerring sense of showmanship and | 
unmistakable desire to please, are 
plus faetors in a routine modelled 
for pop consumption. 

Standard hit numbers _ like 
“Truly Fair,” “There’s A Pawn-) 
shop on the Corner,” “Chickaboom” | 
and “One of the Roving Kind,” set 





the pattern and encourage audi- |‘ 


ence participation. A new number, | 
“Bob’s Your Uncle and Fanny's. 
Your Aunt,” has potent novelty ap- | 
peal and “Dime and a Dollar” reg- | 
isters warmly. There is a slight 
tendency to overdo the gab and | 
plug his film, “Red Garters,” but 
that’s understandable and forgive- | 
able. 

Apart from the headliner, how- 


| 


ever, the rest of the bill is mainly | 


below-average quality. This, how-| 


ever, is not an uncommon practice, 


’ ‘ | 
as the star's reputation gene ul | ing Theatre to arrange with the 


for the week's stint. Rey Overbury | 


is a skilled musician and a deft|for the ; 
hand at operating a concertina; his! age stamp plugging legit. 


sufficient to guarantee 


in sultry style. solo and with other | 
members of the contingent. to set | SPired by Mme. Mesta, and Webb 
a torrid tempo. There’s little left Tilton and Jeanne Bal, “South 
to the imagination with the physi- | Pacific stars current here, did 
cal approach enhanced by her cos- | their bits. 


cuming. High spot of the show was a re- 

Luis Torrens marks up a_ re- production of the violin gimmick of 
sounding reception with his fuil-|the Paris hostelry “Monseigneur,” 
voiced projection of vocalistics|in which two dozen fiddlers ap- 
that embrace a full tour of POP| peared on stage then fanned 
and semi-classic, standouts bein? | through the tables playing gypsy 
Granada” and “Ol Man River.” | and romantic tunes. Sidney's May- 
Handling the Afro-Cuban routines flower Hotel orch played back 
indigenous to Havana entertain- <a rch play ck~ 
ment setups, Jori Judson and Bill | roun an ance music for all 
Joyce adhere to the uninhibited | this opulence; the maestro pro- 
writhings and stomps called for duced the show, various segments 
expertly and with imagination.|Of which ran am.aggregate of 90 
Mambo interps are also well han-| minutes. 


died with Rene & Kuki defining! Coverage for this strictly 
W I y social 
the twist on rumba ideas. Group | shindig was on a level to make any 


numbers are carefully devised | 
with standout the finale that has ee See flack turn 
cast working over “Who Stole the y- osers wer 





Bell?” 40a flashy fare-gpee-woll.Srinding out footage fer. “ 
Adds up to a solid unit that would | “Today” and Morning Show”; 


| Life had reps shuttering for a 
\“Life Goes to a Party” spread; 
‘wire service and national maga- 
— — pepe were jockeying for po- 

sition as celebs let their social hair 
N.Y. Postmark? pete ond ovary — of honor, 
which inclu entire roster of 
=e Continued from pase 1 S| Women’s National Press Club and 
got it from a letter he received | American Newspaper Women’s 
from Stratford, Ont., carrying a | Club, was taking notes for virtually 
postmark plug for the Shakes- | every daily and trade paper in the 
pearean Festival to be held there | country, 


June (28-Aug. 21, It'll be the sec-| Guest list of 700 included MPAA 
ond year for the affair. , |prexy Eric Johnston, whose frau 

Proposal that some sort of simi-| ig an associate member of one of 
lar arrangement be made with the the newsgal’'s clubs; CBS v.p. Earl 


N. E- Peto fond made last |Gammons, Chief Justice Earl War- 
Geet of ane temee'S? Ny. ie: |Sengand. practically, very ambae 
raf ~|sador in town plus a ral sprin- 

stone. - rsa a Teadying his _kling of Congressional aad admin- 
indowen —_ 29 wresection of | istration brass. But star of it all 
By nex Wdewrstd bathaane — i | Was the hostess herself, whose flair 
idea "He ‘explained Sowerer, le reason thaw eeaae a yi gree 
° . ’ } um own rée- 

“4 — Bs - action to carry | ply to Richard Aldrich's bid for 
out until the “Roberts” pro- i Cape Cod straw hatters. 


fit confines of the bigger cafes. 
Lary. 





duction is completed and’ he re- 
turns east. Pending that, he be- | 
lieves the League might get to. 
work on the project immediately | 
through its office in New York. | 

The producer figures the League | —— 
board of governors might con- 
sider the proposal and perhaps get 
he cooperation of Actors Equity, 
Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents 
& Managers and other unions, as 
well as influential people like 
Howard S. Cullman, who have ac- | 
tive theatre interests. 

It’s noted that various enter-| 
prises, both local and national, oc- | j,oid his own in most situations. 


casionally arrange for special) 4+ the Latin Quarter, he does a 
postmarks, 80 it’s assumed some | .¢¢ of tunes that have been over- 
such gimmick could be set up for Gone. This kind of repertoire 
legit. This; it’s explained, is en- handicaps him tremendously, inas- 
tirely aside from the plan of the much as he works in too narrow 
League and the Council of the Liv- ga confine to show a full stylistic 
‘range. Saver lies in the fact that 
he gives an indication of his gap- 
abilities in the songs he essays. 
“Jose. 






New Acts 


Continued from page 4 eee 








| Fields has now started to expand 
|his activities, and it’s evident that 
ithe experience and clientele will 
help him over any hump when 
playing in metropolitan New York. 

Fields has a big voice that’s well 
developed and there's a lot of style 
to his work. He's a nice-looking 
youngster and should be able to 


Post Office Dept: in Washington 
issuance of a special post- 
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VARIETY 





D.C. Area Silo Season Opens at Olney: 
Falk-Capp Exit Framingham, Mass. 


Olney, Md., June 1. 

Strawhat season for the Balti- 
more-Washington area preems to- 
morrow night (Wed.)) when Olney 
Theatre, located midway between 
the two cities, unshutters with 
“Cocktail Party,” starring Bram- 
well Fletcher and Marjorie Gate- 
son. For the second consecutive 
season, Players, Inc., a professional 
troupe made up largely of Catholic 
U. alumni, vill operate the coun- 
try theatre. 


Based on the experience of last 
su@mer, when guest stars hypoed 
the b.o., policy will be one of name 
leads with a resident supporting 
company. The accepted pattern of 
package shows for the citronellja 
circuit is creating booking prob- 
lems for the group, but several 
deals with guest stars are said to be 
in the works. 


Shows will regularly préem on 
Wednesday, to avoid competition 
with intown houses, and will run 
for two weeks, with a Sunday mati- 
nee each stanza. The 596-seat 
country house will be scaled from 
a $3 top, tax free, and operate for 
a 14-week season. Leo Brady, 
Catholic U. faculty staffer, and au- 
thor of the bestseller, “Edge of 
Doom,” which was later made into 
a film by Sam Goldwyn, will be 
managing director. Jim Waring, 
another protege of Father Gilbert 
Hartke, dean of Catholic U.’s 
School of Speech & Drama, will be 
in charge of stage designing and 
lighting. Waring will shuttle be- 
tween Washington’s Carter Barron 
Amphitheatre, where he will be in 
charge of lighting for the Dept. of 
Interior, which Operates the out- 
door theatre, and Olney. 

Carter Barron Amphitheatre en- 
ters the summer theatre scene June 
10 with two weeks of Gilbert & Sul- 
livan repertory by the American 
Savoy Co. Irv and Is Feld, brother 
team of Super Music, entertain- 
ment bookers, won rights to oper- 
ate the 4,000-seat ozoner over com- 
petitive bids. 





Falk-Capp Condense 
Boston, June 1. 

Citing the limited supply of stars 
and star attractions for the silo cir- 
cuit, Lee Falk revealed here that 
he and his associate, Al Clapp, will 
not operate the County Playhouse 
in nearby Framingham this season. 
Pair leased the theatre, which dur- 
ing the balance of the season is 
known as the Cinema, for the past 
two years, running it in conjunc- 
tion with their intown spot, the 

Boston Summer Theatre. 
will, however, operate 


_Falk-Cg 
the Seeih ough no opening autey ” “> 


has been announced, plus the re- 
cently-leased auditorium at Marbie- 
head High School. 


Tamarack’s Legit-Pix 

A dual film-stock policy will be 
inaugurated at the Tamarack Play- 
house, Lake Pleasant, N. Y., this 
summer. A film house for the 
past several seasons, the theatre 
will begin a 10-week split sched- 
ule July 1, with a special invita- 
tion preview of a stage version 
of “Moon Is Blue.” 

Stock presentation, produced 
and directed by David Manning, 
will be offered Friday-Sunday 
nights, with the rest of the week 
devoted fo films. 








Wallingford, Conn., Tent 
Tent theatre is being con- 
structed in 
just outside of New Haven. 
eration, tagged the Oakdale Musi- 
cal Theatre, is scheduled to begin 


a 12-week season June 22. Pro- 


: “Jenny Kissed Me.” 
Wallingford, “"* rectors will be engaged for differ- 


and Martha Miller. Barn gets un- 
derway June 21 with Farley 
Granger in “The Hasty Heart.” 
Granger, incidentally, will tour the 
rustic circuit in the play. 


Bull Run Theatre 
Middleburg, Va., June 1. 

A strawhat season will be inaug- 
urated at the Community Center 
here this summer. Barn operation, 
which begins July 1, will be tagged 
the Bull Run Summer Theatre. 
Production schedule of eight pres- 
sentations includes two musicals, 
which will be put on in the Cen- 
ter’s amphitheatre. In case of rain 
the tuners will be moved indoors 
to the Center’s auditorium, where 
the remaining productions will al- 
so be offered. 

Executive director of the opera- 
tion is Stanley Raiff. Tab for each 
eof the musicals and a production 
of “Skin of Our Teeth” will be 
$1.80, while the other offerings 
will go for $1.20 each. Season tick- 
ets are being sold for $9.60. 








Corning-Arena Skeds 
Corning, N.Y., June 1. 
Corning (N.Y.) Summer Theatre 
and the Arena Theatre, Rochester, 
both ee by producers Dor- 
othy Chernuck and Omar K. Ler- 
man, will begin their respective 
summer seasons June 21 and July 


woman show, “Paris ’90.” A 10- 
week season of resident stock will 
follow. 

Arena Theatre, year-round stock 
operé#tion, will offer four shows 
during an eight-week season. Of 
the quartet, three will be directed 
by Phillip Pruneau and one by 
Miss Chernuck. 


Group 20 Teeoff 
Boston, June 1. 

Alison Ridley, managing direc- 
tor of Group 20 Players, has an- 
nounced that the second season of 
Theatre on the Green at Wellesley 
College campus will open June 21 
with “A. Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” 

Followup production of the 10- 
week season will be a 12-night 
00 of “The Crucible” on June 








Grist Mill’s 5th Season 
Andover, N.J,, June 1. 

Grist Mill Playhouse, Andover, 
N. J., begins its fifth s*uson June 
21 with “The Bandwagon,” musical 
package starring Betty Kean. An 
1l-week season, which will include 
three other tuners and two try- 
outs, is skedded. 

Staffers at the Robert E. Perry 
operation will be Walter ‘Neal, 


press rep. 


~~ -> 
Oval In Grove Readies 
Farmington, Conn., June 1. 
Oval in the Grove, arena thea- 
tre here, begins its fourth summer 
season June 11 with “The Impor- 
tance of Being Earnest.” Betty 
Kimball, of radio station WHAY, 
New Britain, will direct the opener. 
Seating capacity at the barn has 





Season will run through Sept. 11. 

Strawhatter is managed by Con- 
necticut Theatre, Inc, Peggy Duffy 
is drumbeater. 


Triple Cities’ Truman Tee 
Binghamton, N.Y., June 1. 

Gail Hillson will open her Triple 
Cities Playhouse here June 28 with 
Margaret Truman in “Autumn 
Crocus.” Subsequent bills will 
include Victor Jory in an unspeci- 
fied play, Lucille Manners in “Song 
of Norway” and Rudy Vallee in 
Various di- 


ent shows during the season, which 
will run 10 or 11 weeks. 

Tom Vawter will be designer for 
the strawhat, and Tim Nicholson 


ductions will be put on in-the- stage manager. 


round with the 1,500-seat theatre 


using a permanent 26-member act- 


ing company. An eight-piece pit 
orch will also be utilized. 


Casting will be ha:.dled by the 


Howard Hoyt Agency. 





Somerset Staff Set 
Somerset, Mass., June 1. 





‘Anniversary’ Backers 


“Anniversary Waltz,” 
Chodorov-Joseph Fields 
costarring Macdonald Carey and 


Jerome 


Staff for the Somerset Play-| Kitty Carlisle, still had $24,228 to 


house here has been completed | recoup as of May 1. For the three- | 


with four new appointments. Wil-| week period ending that date, it 
liam Dancy, producer-director for | grossed $71,512 and earned $10,184 
the past two years at WBAL-TV| operating profit. Thus far $15,000 


and WAAM-TV, Baltimore, will be 
stage manager. Scenic designing 


has been returned to the backers 


i on the $75,000 investment. The 
— be, nenmes oy pacoues ye latest accounting indicates that the 
serve as conipany's technical direc- leads are getting a total of 10% of 


tor Rounding out the quartet is 


Hermar Edel as fitack. 


Arthur Sterom will direct the 
12-ptay season at the Playhouse, 
which has been taken over by Fred 


‘ 


it’s split. 





6. Opener at Corning will be Cor-'! 
nelia Otis Skinner in her one-| 


stage manager; John Keck, scene | 
designer, and Anne Warren, ad-| 


been enlarged to accommodate 200. | 


Get Back 156 to Date 


comedy | 








| 


| 
| 





| 
| 


j 
} 
| 


The Joseph M. Hyman-Bernard then remarked, “Beebe? 
Hart production is currently in its | Beebe? 
ninth week at the Broadhurst, N.Y. | bottom of the ocean.” 


Lunts of the Twofers 


New York. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

In reviewing “Good Nite, Ladies,” 
Detroit News critic Russell Mc- 
Lauchlin termed the stars, the 
man-and-wife team of Jack Shee- 
han and Doris Patston, as the 
“Lunts of the Twofers.” (He liked 
them.) 

“Good Nite, Ladies,” otherwise 
known as “The Pfeiffer Pfollies,” 
has been a touring boxoffice won- 
der for 123 consecutive weeks. 
That goes back to December, 1951, 
when Jules Pfeiffer undertook this 
Midas revival with Danny Gold- 
berg, who has_ since departed. 
Pfeiffer bought him out for $20,- 
000, which is God's fact, if you 
want a true (for the first time) item 
from me. 

Incidentally, I'm wondering 
which came first, two-for-ones or 
two-pants suits. 

Your loving overset, 
Joe Flynn, 
(Originator of the overscale, with 
a slight kickback.) 


Hepburn Loses Columnist 
Fan in Mpls.; Griped By 
Her Handshake Routine 


Minneapolis, June 1. 
Although Audrey Hepburn did 
agree to “shake hands” with wide- 
ly-read Minneapolis Tribune col- 
umnist Will Jones if he’d come 
backstage, she refused to” grant 
him an interview. And now she has 


lost him as a fan, he revealed in 
his column. But, he insists, not 
maiply because of that refusal, but 
principally because, in his estima- 
tion, the play “Ondine” (46th St. 
Theatre, N. Y.), in which she’s ap- 
pearing, is such “a pretentious 
bore.” 


After relating his unsuccessful 





efforts to obtain the interview, | 


Jones devoted a half-column to a 
severe panning of “Ondine.” 

The Tribune sent Jones to New 
York to interview stage, screen, tv 
and radio stars there and write 
other feature stories about Broad- 
way shows. One of his “prime tar- 
gets,” he said, was Miss Hepburn, 


whom he was especially assigned to | 


interview. 


“Ondine’s” pressagent, who was 
supposed to arrange the interview, 
explained Jones, showed him a 
note from the star stating she’d be 
“delighted to shake his hand if he 


comes backstage,” but further con- | 


versation would be out of question 
because she’s under doctor’s orders 
not to overtire herself. 


“The doctor’s orders I don’t 
don’t mind saying that the hand- 
shaking business griped me. It oc- 
curred to me that Miss Hepburn is 
still playing the princess from ‘Ro- 
man Holiday’ long after she has 
=n the Academy award for the 
part. 


“The thought came to me on the 
night she accepted the ‘Oscar’ that 
she was beginning to take the prin- 
cess role seriously. And, in fact, 
she was overplaying. 


Wedmesday, June -2, 1954 

Backers of the Frederick Brisson-Robert Griffith-Harold Prince 
production of “The Pajama Game,” at the St. James Theatre, N.Y 
include actor Jerome Cowan, $500; stage manager John Effrat, $1,250: 
stage carpenter Theodore J. Van Bemmel, $500; John Fearnley, R & H 
casting director, $1,000; Carl Fisher, show’s general’ manager, $1,000. 
wardrobe mistress Claire Dixon, $500; show's co-producer Brisson. 
$1,935, and $50,000 on behalf of a group; his actress-wife, Rosalind 
Russell, and their son Lance, $1,940 and $625, respectively; Cari Bris. 
son, singer and father of Frederick Brisson, $1,250; Wallace G. Garland 
prexy of Broadway Angels, Inc., $1,250; actor Jordan Bentley, $500: 
Andrew Geoly, prez of Eaves Costume Co., $2,500; Janet Cohen. 
author’s agent with Brandt & Brandt, . : 

Also Theresa Helburn, Theatre Guild co-director, $1,250; Jack Smalj 
Shubert Theatre booker in N.Y., $1,250; Kal Efron, souvenir program 
agent, $2,500; William Weintraub, ad agency owner, $5,625; Geraldine 
Harris, dancer and wife of company manager Joe Harris, $500; show's 
co-producer Robert. E. Griffith, $700; playwright George Axelrod, $625. 
Morris M. Schrier, Music Corp. of America attorney, $10,000; producer 
Sherman Ewing, $625; Louis Lurie, San Francisco financier, $10,000: 
Aaron Goldb'rtt, with the N. Y. Times, $625; show’s co-producer Har- 
old S. Prince, $700; Anthony B. Farrell, theatre owner-producer 
$10,000; actress Edith Adams, $500; author Russell Crouse, $500: au. 
thor Rita Allen, $5,000. Production, which cost about $190,000, was 


capitalized at $250,000, with provision for 25% overcall, and has a 
total of 126 backers. 





Apparent click of “Pajama Game” at the St. James, N. Y., repre- 
sents a successful gamble on the part of producers Frederick Brisson 
Robert Griffith and Harold Prince. Trio, all making their managerial 
debuts, would have preferred to wait until next fall to do the musical 
but co-librettist and co-director George Abbott insisted on going ahead 
this season, as he’s committed to produce and stage a revival of the 
Rodgers-Hart musical, “On Your Toes,” early in the fall. Rather than 
switch to another stager, the three producers decided to go ahead with 
“Pajama Game” this spring. Because of the lateness of the season 
that meant opening with only a few theatre parties and a small ad- 
vance sale. However, after the show’s unanimously favorable reviews 
and the enthusiastic audience reaction, there has been heavy sale at 
the boxoffice and a lively broker call. In the latter case, the show has 
turned into a bonanza for the agencies, as they have a full supply of 
tickets, instead of being limited to non-theatre party nights. 





“Oh Men, Oh Women,” Cheryl Crawford production, in association 
with Anderson Lawler, of the Edward Chodorov comedy, is an estab- 
lished hit, not in the still-indefinite classification, as erroneously re- 
ported in last week’s issue. The Franchot Tone starrer at the Henry 
Miller Theatre, N. Y., has already repaid its $70,000 investment to the 
backers and is about to issue an initial profit dividend of $14,000. The 
show involved about $53,800 production cost, made a tiny tryout 
profit and has earned approximately $41,000 net profit. The com- 
edy will continue on Broadway through the summer. Addition of “Oh 
Men, Oh Women” brings the number of established hits to eigh: thus 
far for the 1953-54 season, leaving 10 current productions not yet paid 
| off and thus not conclusively categorized. 








Backers of the Circle in the Square (Emilie Stevens, Jose Quintero, 
| Jason Wingreen, Theodore D. Mann) production of “The Girl on the 
| Via Flaminia,” which folded Saturday (30) at the 48th Street Theatre, 
|N. Y., include actress Gloria Scott Backe, $300; show’s co-producer 
Wingreen, $200; tv producer Max Liebman, $500; Alice Ghostley, 
actress-nitery comedienne and wife of actor Felice Orlandi, who 
appears in the play, $500; tv director Tad Danielewski, $500; Julius 
Specter, 48th Street Theatre b.o man, $500; Adele LeBlang Green- 
baum, Etta LeBlang Samilson and Dorothy LeBlang Koch, eperators 
of the LeBlang ticket brokerage and the 48th Street Theatre, $1,266.67 


each. Production was capitalized at $20,000, with provision for 20% 
overcall. : 








Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Assn. has plunged into a full-scale 
campaign to secure a “yes” vote in the elections next Tuesday (8) for 
a bond proposal designed to help build a new civic auditorium. If it 
fails, CLO will be without a home. Subscribers were notified by prexy 
Eric Scudder last week that the outfit was granted an extension of 
, its lease at the Philharmonic Auditorium last year -only on condition 

that the bond proposal passes. If it does, the CLO can remain at the 


_| quarrel with,” wrote Jones, “but-L mh ar Bh wa A the Temple Baptist Church, until the new 


: . bon proposal fails, CLO must vacate at the 
tend of the current season. To help insure passage of the proposal, all 
subscribers were asked to mail postcards to friends urging a “yes” vote. 


‘Okla,’ ‘Aida’ Set For . 29 
Salt Lake Music Fest) OWNS 2106 Gain 


On 2506 Outlay 





Salt Lake City, June 1. 
For their open-air music-stage 
festival this year, U. of Utah execs 
|have picked “Aida” for the long- 


“But I was a member of the hair contrib and “Oklahoma” for 
Audrey Hepburn-Can-Do-No-Wrong | their musical show. “Oklahoma” 
club, and I shrugged it off as a will be given for seven perform- 
piece of misjudgment on my part.| ances July 10-17, and “Aida” for 
However, I have just resigned four showings July 26, 28, 30 and 
from the club. The withdrawal has 31. Performances will be in the 
little to do with her refusal to|U. of Utah Stadium with all-pro 
grant interviews while graciously | casts, as usual. 
bestowing handshakes, although I; Laurel Hurley and John Tyers 
can’t honestly deny that’s a factor.| will head the “Okla.” cast, and 
What really drove me out of the | Beverly Sills, Gloria Lane and 
club is the pretentious bore of a John Drury will take principal 
show, ‘Ondine,’ in which Miss Hep-|roles in “Aida.” Dr. Lowell C. 
burn is now appearing on Broad- | Lees of the university staff will be 
way. stage director, while Maurice 

Jones didn’t go backstage to Abravanel, conductor of the Utah 
shake hands with Miss Hepburn|5¥™phony Orchestra and former 
and he devoted the balance of his | Broadway musical comedy maes- 
long column, about 12 paragraphs |‘'® Will baton. Wilheim Christen- 
in all, to deriding “Ondine” and ,**" Wt! be dance director, 
the performances of Miss Hepburn|, >ravanel. who's been abroad 
and Mel Ferrer in it. for a six-week vacation after. the 
symph season ended, is due here 
this week to start chorus re- 
hearsals for the events. 





This situation recalls the incident 
y | tee + ago, when the late in 

exander Woollcott, then starrii + ’ sane 
in S. N. Behrman'’s “Wine of Rhom Tryout 
Choice,” refused to grant an inter Jack Ragotzy will give a sum- 
view to Lucius Beebe, at that time | ™er tryout of “Rhom,” a new script 
a member of the drama staff of the | by Larry Ward and Gordon Rus- 
N. Y. Herald Tribune. When Beebe | 1, at his Barn Theatre in Au- 
wrote a column about how former os, Mich., first week in July. 
crtic Woolcott had gone highhat, | agotzy wilt direct the play and 








the gross, but doesn’t show how | Variety queried the iatter, who | 2Uthors will be on the scene for 


first explained his reasons and! the seript 
Who's) “Rhom” ts the first 

? st of ° 
I thought he was on the! inal seripts Ragotzy is AW Fe. 


rehearsals and any reworking of | 


this summer at his Equity company.! as designer. 


“Wonderful Town” represents a 
net profit of $210,583, as of April 
24, on its $250,000 investment. The 
Robert Fryer production, currently 
in its 66th week at the Winter 
Garden, N. Y., has thus far dis- 
tributed $125,000 profit and has 
assets of $25,000 in cash reserve, 
$24,382 bonds and deposits, $1,982 
prepaid insurance, $486 receivables 
me $33,733 available for distribu- 

on, 

For the six weeks ended April 
24, the musical’ grossed $264,595 
and earned $15,421 profit, includ- 
ing a loss of $4,065 for the week 
ended Apri! 10, when there were 
unusual expenses in connection 
with Carol Channing replacing 
Rosalind Russell as star. Additional 
income of $2,816 in record royal- 
ties, souvenir program royalties, 
sheet music sales, etc., brought the 
coset profit for the period to $18, 


As of the April 24 date, the show 
had grossed a total of $3,138,185 
on 478 performances. 





Berks Players’ 3d Season 
Reading, Pa., June 1. 

Berks Players begin their third 
summer season at the Green Hills 
Playhouse Theatre, five miles south 
| of here, June 14. Performing Tues- 
days-Saturdays, group will offer 11 
plays during a 14-week run. 

Mesrop Kesdekian directs the 
| operation, while Ted Moore serves 
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“= | Actor Backing Keeps Yiddish Legit lppiere amnnare | 
Tig- + : 
= ctor Backing Keeps Yiddish L CRISIS Theatre Com 
i : : | atre Comes Back to Church; 
oing; Casts Kick In ry 
~ ; Lasts Kick in for Losses LAG 
é m , ° +. 
| Actor backing of their on pro 1919 . Group Sets Theology Circuit 
tal 8 —s ale per yg the keynote Cc 
: surv iddi ped . ; 
icer atee. ie pendant eee he Evidence FE sap apparent willingness of + 1 By MIKE KAPLAN 
ae Actor Union financed the produc- eames of egg ai Rian ped ~s gp oat = a conces- Can’t See Wayne Aft Hollywood, June 1. 
‘a : 3g r ’ i e . 
oul tpg ote a tee Parkway Out for Ginger,” is ht ee an early agreem ax ice eee Fw § ae. costarred | of sietniel eaten ‘the cour i 
, , , Vii o-op ven-| Chances of the mana tions between the L , avi ayne in “Tea- | returning to : foes 
au- ture, calling for the casts of each of | questioning his eee e League of N. Y.| hou f urning to the church (and vie 
: ; g his expense ‘». | Theatres and Ac ity se of the August Moon,” ers a ,ane vice~ 
s oe a to foot the bill on| ers. Nancy ot ate Pe acon ne See & sailiee at cau ad cae was reading Variety May 19 proms Geese ane hes pe 
. in the comedy, had to hav shows is set f io issue, just before the play's | fessi s, but with pro- 
Each of the plays was put on| C@!rot-colored coif touched up, | (Thurs.). or tomorrow night | matinee at the Martin Beck, doaal setipte. Is 9 logitibolines 
for one week. Initial production and stuck O’Conne!! with the There appears littl N. Y. He was particularly in- | combo to b ' Py tenpnciomcns y 
ores netted performers 50% of 1 tab. the moment tle chance, at terested in the story of tb : to be tested this summer in 
on, wa hil sl. We ee nt, that either the pro-| Lloyd Nola of how ja 43-city tour that may pave the 
: ges, while take for the second ith his weekly statement |@uCcer-theatre owner gr +3 n, costar of “Caine | way for nati 
ng presentation almost hit scale. Third to the homeoffice, O'Connell union is ready to pe waste the | Mutiny Court Martial,” had ‘saeamuaesd aremtle ts of church- 
aot para acres es a loss, with oe the hairdresser’s bill seriously modify its stand in te ~via Sone agp annual poll of |ing under Equity pt vccens — 
cast having to kick in $12.50 apiece. ith a few strands of Miss Ma- primary issues j otiati ne N. Y. drama critics, as : : 
se - ov din cP m4 sses by cast members “ale tresses soatehigeed “te offer from the Leagee, previously ma * “ae age sho Angeles Bishop's “co “has * been 
; of individual productions is done | _?* turned down by Equity oa, e by a featured or Phylli — 
vith so that those actors not vn by Equity, was pre-| starred actor, _beati mapped by Phyllis Benbow Beards- 
: employed sented again yesterday (Tues.) ff : ating out ley, who has be orki 
son, in the various offerin , anothe epg Cee and; Wayne by two votes. he as been working toward 
nl taxed by money Bn fge a yh How Tou ° Co Weas meeting “will be held today ‘ “OF eiaees. 3 haven't been pap rn bok ged g- seven years. 
’ investment. r ; Wayne’s performance,” he lahore | rmer actress, 
> at A similar project o 1 ring Sis Uncertain factor in the dead-| marked, “but I caught re- j|she’s the sparkplug in the cam- 
has scale is coritem n a iarger | lock appears to be the readi , “but I caught a mati- | paign to bring the theatre back t 
plated for next sea- let thr oe Aud ‘ eadiness nee of ‘Caine,’ and he'd cer- .\}the church 3 : ° 
r of son by the union, headed by Irving P © © | strike an rt — to face a tainly have to be terrific to | tied it eh oo a “— she 
alk eo on estab- r ove 0 CHIC « walkout since 1919. On oi __beat Nolan. | Light Be Darkness,” aiak a 
‘io 2 companies to |eral occasions a ti — | several local churches. 
ab. por f tees season each. Idea} How operating costs are conti imminent, but ao r seeccunad | ° | Last year, she submitted a plan 
= oe or “ af units to play four jing to rise on the road is ae ion. | averted by a settlement. In one in-| or re Pring aterllg cen eb ow a 
nry vork prere ha — different New |strated by “Picnic,” the William stance, Equity broke the producer | | for a touring legit troupe, and won 
the xenta oe Geseabadn will WHS vari |Thestee "eh currently touring on |r tay tieting to deal invididu- } \the approval of Methodist Bishop 
The pty sociate with the vari-;Theatre Guild-American Th A ally with the various managements j e ‘ 9 Gerald H. Kennedy. It was from 
out Gethenr. ye Besides the four | Society subscription. At iam the There are signs that such a h this sanction that the group took 
an. tie oes union hopes to}same gross as for the final w of move may be attempted again this | the name The Bishop's Co. and be- 
‘Oh Canadian Littes De key U. S. and of the New York run, the Theatre |2¢27. If,s0. the result is anyone's | gan a trek of churches in this area, 
hus mana t ir earth of private | Guild-Joshua Logan production h ‘guess. However, it’s obvious that : London. June 1. Presenting Christopher Fry's “A 
said peep interest in Yiddish|been making only a littl i (Continued on page 59) Christopher Fry, who adapted | Boy With a Cart.” 
tl ig pool spurred the un-|than half as much profit pone “Ring Around the Moon” from the | Success of this original voyage 
ped od ry in the sponsoring =. e A beyond bo on freee will make | —* approval of a bigger tour 
“s or the fina ) , : ° ish treatment of the ; j e company, whi i 
‘the Pe sate the past season only 20-| April 10 at the gm Ye Main Stem Chills dramatists “L’Alouette” (The | cludes sach players as ‘Bobby Dris- 
on % of the HAU’s’ approximate |the play grossed $46 Pi | Lark ) for West End production | (Continued on page 59) 
cer (Continued on page 59) earned $8,764 profit. On tour > |next fall by H. M. Tennent, Ltd. | 
ley, the initial two weeks ending say 3. ’ ° fang Sostgeyy Be staged “Ring,” | 0 Te ks 
who . in Washington, the show grossed ™ i similar stint with the | rdine Loo Garner 
lius 2 Hub Legiters Rumored $45,939 and earned $4,606. profit. Wa ries | a Pon to 
ad "Company expense the key factor| Of-B . | Dorothy Tutin, currently starring 436 Net ¢ ° When N Y 
mot To Be Razed; See C lo ° in the situation, was $23.544 for nq roadway apparently isn’t; /" John van Druten’s “I Am eke 
567 0 nial tina: Sets Slain “km Meee Conk, oat Ee y to move to greener Main | ©@mera,” at the New Theatre, is R 
sas R ; § $27,551 for the two-week period on tem pastures. Off-the-Stem entries | mentioned for the title role, played un Finales on July 3 
everting to huberts i Cast payroll was higher in |during the 1953-54. own backyards | a Paris production by| Backers of “Ondine,” Play: 
Boston, June 1 ew York, and the author and di-| fared bett h ee -_ ‘wrights Co. production at the 46th 
nale Saul Kaplan, a vet of 30 bet rector royalties (‘based on the}! er than those that re- Street, N. Y., have : 
for in theatre management, an a ris omer were also greater, but the — hte a See area. Broadway Version | $42.500 on their sisneee mace 2 
f it the past 13 years manager of the |; avel expenses such as railroad-| Broadway and of the t Pag to Kermit Bloomgarden holds the $17,000 overcall) investment. As of 
exy Marcus Heiman-operated Colonial ing, transfer, taking in and taking | already folded to fin - rie have | U. S. rights to the Anouilh play, May 1, the Maurice Valency adap- 
of Theatre, has resigned and is cur- out, etc., accounted for stiff operat-| Flops, which en ag Begone and Lillian Hellman is a possibility | ‘@tion of the Jean Giraudoux fan- 
tion rently pinchhitting for vacationing ing nut out of town. meek af th ot the nod from|to do the adaptation. However. tasy had $32,911 still to be re- 
the members of the Cinerama staff. |), aa of March 27, the production | opened in ae ee they | the latter is also collaborating with _couped. 
new Reason for his resignation is the | ite — $210,274 net profit on| cases, were “End as Z Mos show- | Leonard Bernstein on a musical| “Ondine” is earning about $8,500 
the cabeautie “Salata “aieles Ut the Lele ee eee, _Cnclading "Gut on the Mi Man” and | version of Voltaire’s “Candide,” so |# Week operating profit. so it 
all Colonial’s fut : $15,000 overcall) Addi e Via Fiaminia.” Former | the “Lark” project | stand now 
| s future, for Heiman’s 1). ding the | show, which bowed at th | project appears to be | Stands to make about 063.000 ne6 
ote lease expires July 31 and “ $8,764 for the final two weeks in ’ ed at the Theatre | an uncertain prospect for Broad- | profit by July 3 h 
ate strong Wossibility. hy cg eee: New York and the $4,606 for the Thearre on it my Vanderbilt wey, production this season. Bloom- | tacts of éattaie Pat <n a ag 
/~ may revert to Gis Waanent toter™ fest two weeks on tour, plus $1. Ht ah -_ oo rh per- oy en would like to have Mlle. | and Mel Ferrer expire, and they 
ests. : advertising rebate, less $797 | have lost its entire im 8 : pr tena tgper her title characteriza- | eave for film commitments. That 
il Seubanlschdien Sink 2 tke the | entre Eee sees senirenerz | sheet O.0Re. Fee n= aa _— | is, assuming the show continues to 
Shubert-owned Plymouth and Ma- |fo a ga the total net profit }to the 48th Street Theatre after i standee business throughout 
—_ Theatres may be razed to | qucted $17 Sree was de-| being booted out of its original 3026 NET GAIN TO For 1 the fi i 
ry mane Pee puking space, in | pense Ao P nary tour ex- showcase, the Circle in the Square DATE May 1 mpgs A yee . ented 
: uality it’s fairly cer- : which’ wa ; ’ on 
tain the Shuberts would need the | 20740" Fay cnt of a 920000 dist |t sa ras shuttered because of! RACKED UP BY ‘CAN-CAN’ | party nookines. receipts have. re- 
is a nial. Razing of the two thea- 4 * 0,000 divi-| it quits last Saturday (29) aft “CanCan * _ bookings, receipts have re- 
pril pp Ryde. — © loss of nearly es pag og oy Frade ye pectoris, with ” an cota elas nat amalinel g Age eros be oul — — a week) 
The ~ s, which would be made : wa" ae oU, oss of about $7, ubert, | : i , operat 
wid up in part by the Shuberts Ly the oan seen. and $17,240 available | investment. $7,000 on a apg dA Rs qnened $302,184 net | Snow's Deducting $1,974 as the 
atl addition of the 1.500-seat Colonial.| Since th on. Remaining eeveover ts “Golden terteinnl s of May 1, on its $300,000 | -- - s share of expense for the in- 
pd =n e period, ended May 1,/ Apple,” whi al investment. For the four- stallation of additional orchestr. 
dis covered by the accountant’ pple,” which copped the N. Y./| week period ending M |seats, that b ry 
has ‘HIS AN ’ “Picnic” has played ne s report, | Critics Circle award as best musical | Feuer-Ernest H Ma i, 1, the Cy | operating pr Pad oy. ws the total 
rve, D HERS LOSS in Pittsburgh, a eee 4 ne eee Tuner originated as |grossed a Standec-limit $201,600 “Ondine” ‘cast nal10 208 oa 
982 'City and Denver, ind & anenee nd ~ e stock presentations at _ and earned $42,723 profit. . ' duce, less $2,054 tryout rofit the 
bles $32 931 a Coast run last nigl e oenix Theatre. Show did; Th bat plus $6,83¢ a P and 
ibu- apy: ? the Biltmore, L re it (Tues.) at! sellout biz at the downtown New | 00 . Son has distributed $200, | bringi aaa, Codi, nioke ee 
His and Hers,” the Albert Sel-| , Los Angeles. York outlet but grosses at its new 0 profit to date and has assets | y t ve the opening nigitt cost in 
. den-Morton Gottli ; lo * W of $29,030 in bonds, $1,76 * | New York to $115,012. Aiter 
pril F: Gottlieb production of | ’ cation, the Alvin Theatre, have | co as 760 ac-| recent $42.500 tor tne 
595 ay and Michael Kanin’s comedy, Cockles Revu Gi been far below theatre's capacity | unts receivable, $3,815 unexpired | cet ; . capital return, ase 
lud- ped Pramas on an investment of € ven take of $40,807. ’ | neo STR ke hop cash reserve and ype pape in bonds and 
eek ,000. The show played a 77-per- ° . Off-Broadway producti ; <9 alance available for dis- |, =r ’ available for 
ere rapes Me gz at the 48th Slim Chance In London’ stuck to home nies sad bet ne ieee tone opened on Broadway, fog Oe ia ae Fane ial 
tion oree eatre, N. Y., closing Lond cessful runs include “World of | , ea | - . n Broadway. 
sing a 13. Revenue from stock! “Cockles and eee cies Sholom Aleichem,” which ran at ame Mint epee apparently 
ynal ee amateur rights is still to come, Landau’s new revue, opened at the the Barbizon-Plaza theatre, and E ? | show, the Playwri hts ge ae 
ver 7“ sr. = 6 om Sevilla Whddiee Mandar Chl), butler T cas te ae Dee ntratter Plans B way |the production Pealeeare: otanis ta 
neh, Ac i proved an overlong show with nro-| eet both put on at the The- r ‘continue through ay a nig Sar 
the nce nne te tie clouing state- longed dull patches. Restlessly re- |e" 0° eno “Threepenny” wound Bow of Nitery Revue o” tour in the fal aclnen” duck 
18, st ol the secomslinss, the | ceived and generally panned, it has |“? its run Sunday (30). res V ry Swedish-born ng gp Ph stg 
, olm - Robert Preston|a slender chance of survival but as Vegas, June 1. | ling, of the B ti h ‘films, 
how Starrer grossed $96,051 the final | might be sav oe : Jack Entratter ha lay ritish stage and films, 
185 six weeks of its run’ the-first four | Opening “igi egrets yo meme! Guild Eyes Lanchester wep for the new reall 4 yy et as femme star, have been dropped. 
eeks of which earned $8,945 op-|from May 19. Seco ‘ ’ he’s prepping for the Sands Hotel : “11s 
woke act = the final two| because of the egg a naw lao = ——— Radi-wadiey valied “Ziegreld the unit will ce ball tagge 
S, r the i ; , June 1. | be called “Zi tec”? . , 
, recs ar these pay Sooungs| New York of red Smath who Theatre iil pene Bina | ar any Smara tid fe gue? Oe % 
nird -_ net operating profit for the | plane. antic by | Lanchester to star in “Court Olym- ; ture Georgie Tapps. It opens — __ London, June 1. 
fills O-week engagement to $10,678. Or niin dn haen Guik. the lken wets ee Gand easer eee garotes ‘aa uals os Gaaeeeees eles 
cKer: > . - ’ whic e Gul e 1 s ‘ nagin i 
ata rents ee re, tit ae ae iars.| duce’ om Broadway next. season. | will seek to put the show in shape Keith Prowse, leading local ticket 
r il investment. Another $14,700 _is | Patrici ), ene ouston, | Script will be tried out at the West-|for a Broadw o shew is chops | Wwebers, ene ex eee 
about to be returned, leavir s| Patricia Burke, Pierre Dudans and | port (Conn.) Playhouse yan poad oadway bow as a legit/centrate on the management of th 
: leaving $369| Valerie French. Se : ad during the | revue. It has sketches by Sid Kul- ° 
won in reserve for future contingencies. | numbers were wri veral musical | summer wit": « N.Y. bow slated for | ler and music by Lyn Murra ~ a spemce Cae Sn oe ae 
rves There will also be payments to the|low. Oth e written by Sam Cos-/ October. | “Ziegfeld” tag A ont i 4 The | over last year. 
porno tn the stock rights and Paul Misraki y Pg ey — Bn greg 2 Miles Saneeeees will |side of Las Vegas, ond, got ws KP omsinen ihe — yen 
venue. done some of his urnabout Theatre | Sinatra nor Tapps has bee pan dh yy ae 
own numbers. here June 11 for a limite thi Tapps has been set for | end, succeeds Williams as m.d. He's 
d run. anything beyond the local stand. a lawyer and former test pilot. 
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Legit Bits 


Several first-string New York 
critics, having joined in the unani- 
mous ning-night enhtusiasm 
for “Pajama Game,” are now 
writing followup pieces to suggest 
that the John Raitt, Janis Paige, 
Eddie Foy Jr., starrer isn’t the 
greatest musical ever, but by gen- 
eral consensus merely the best of 
the season. Who're they disput- 
ing? . . . Richard Watts Jr., critic 
of the N. Y. Post, argues that U. S. 
reviewers aren’t occasionally chau- 
venistic, as British aisle-sitters 
sometimes are. So someone will 
have to start sending clippings of 
cases in point, which will of course 
be a matter of interpretation. 


Helen Hoerle takes over as com- 
pany manager of the Broadway 
edition of “Caine Mutiny Court 
Martial,” succeeding Les Thomas, 
who transfers to the touring troupe. 
. . . Pressagent Bob Hecter back 
from Europe ... Monte Proser 
hopes to produce “Hot Rocks,” a 
Negro musical with book and songs 
by Marry Nemo, on the strawhat 
circuit this summer and perhaps on 
Broadway in the fall... Harry 
Rigby Jr. and William Costin have 
optioned “Mister Zip,” a novel by 
H. Allen Smith, which they hope to 
have adapted as a musical comedy. 


Composer Arthur Schwartz plans 
a tour with a “musical illustrated 
lecture on the development of the 
American musical theatre from 
Victor Herbert to Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein” ... Carol Haney, fea- 
tured dancer who clicked in ‘“Pa- 
jama Game,” is out of the show 
this week with a sprained ankle. 
.. . London producér 
bery returned to England last week 
after a visit to New York. 


Legit-TV actress Cele McLaugh- 
lin sailed Saturday (29) for a vaca- 
tion in Spain, Holland and Scan- 
danavia. She’s due back Aug. 2... 
James Barton is set to star on 
Broadway this fall in “With Drum 
and Colours”. . . Edward de Velde 
plans a Broadway production this 
fall of “Black Cotton,” a Negro mu- 
sical with book by Samuel John 
Park, Eddie Matthews and Carlton 
St. Croix Beyer and songs by the 
latter two. 


George Boroff announces plans 
for a fall production on Broadway 
of “Once Upon a Tailor,” Baruch 
Lumet comedy he is currently 
presenting at his Circle Theatre, 
Hollywood ... “A Moon for the 
Misbegotten,” Eugene O'Neill 
drama tried out on the road in 1947 
by the Theatre Guild, will be one 
of the first three plays to be pre- 
sented on Broadway in repertory 
next fall by The Ensemble. It re- 
= a femme lead over six feet 
all. 


Paul Vincent Gordon will direct 
and Lily Turner will be produc- 
tion manager for the off-Broad- 
way production of “Major Bar- 
bara,” at the Greenwich Mews 
(N.Y.) Theatre this month ... Bill 
Blair, manager of the Nixon Thea- 
tre, Pittsburgh, for the past two 
years, succeeds Jack Schlissel as 
company manager of the Pitts- 
burgh Civic Light Opera, with 
latter remaining in New York as 
general manager of “By the Beau- 
tiful Sea.” Wolfe Kaufman will 
flack for the al fresco operation, 
succeeding Howard Newman, long- 
time CLO P.A., who’s continuing 
on the road as advance agent for 
“My Three Angels.” 

Off-Broadway (N.Y.) Phoenix 
Theatre will inaugurate a subscrip- 
tion policy for next season’s five- 
play series, which begins Oct. 5, 
with ensuing preems to be held on 
the Tuesday of every seventh week 
thereafter. 

Norwood Smith, male lead in 
“Guys and Dolls,” which wound up 
its road tour recently, into “Can- 
Can” (Shubert, N.Y.) June 7. Iva 
Withers, who had the femme lead 
in the musical, will vacation in 
Florida with her husband, Kasimir 
Kokich, ballet dancer -choreog- 
rapher, who'll handle the dance 
direction at the St. Louis Munici- 
pal Opera this summer. Gretchen 
Wyler, another cast member, will 
appear with the St. Louis company 
this season. Joe Shea and Buddy 
Kusell, flack and company man- 
ager, respectively for “Dolls,” are 
back in New York, with Shea plan- 
ning a rewrite of his play, “Eight 
Chevaux, No Hommes.” Netta 
Packer, after three years and six 


Donald Al-| - 


William Meader, stage manager of 
the Kansas City Starlight Theatre. 

Producer Shep Traube in Chi 
last week re-signing members of 
the “Time Out for Ginger” cast to 
new pacts, in anticipation of the 
comedy staying in the Windy City 
through the summer. Melvyn 
Douglas continues as the star, with 
the only change being Les Hendrix 
replacing Steve MeQueen, who's 
returning to New York. 

Sammy Lewis, vet nitery pro- 
prietor-producer, will co-produce 
the new musicomedy, “That's 
Life,” with Danny Dare, at Las 
Palmas Theatre, Hollywood, late 
this month . . . Anna Russell is 
skedded for concert appearances 
in Washington with the National 
Symphony; at the Pacific Coast 
Festival in Santa Barbara; the 
Aspen Festival: with the Cleveland 
Symphony, and at Ann Arbor Fes- 
tival this summer, and then will 
star in “Travellers Joy” at the 
Berkshire Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass. Following that, she heads 
for Europe. 

Lamar Stringfield is back in 
Charlotte, N. C., after a New York 
visit, and orchestrating the score 
of his musical “Carolina Char- 
coal,” for which he penned the 
book, lyrics and music . . . Two 
short plays by T. Alexander Benn, 
“Answer the Sphinx” and “Love 
Game,” will be preemed at the Na- 
tional Arts Club, N. Y., Friday- 
Sunday (4-6) ... Frank Milton, 
legituner performer, took off to 
London for a prolonged stay there 
. Howard Erskine and Joseph 
Hayes opened a production office 
in New York yesterday (Tues.) for 
their contemplated fall presenta- 
tion of “The Desperate Hours,” 
adapted by Hayes from his novel 
of the same name. 


Harry Belafonte exited the cast 
of “John Murray Anderson’s Al- 
manac” Saturday (30), with Tony 
Bavaar taking over his songs until 
a replacement is set... Yuki 
Shimoda, assistant stage manager 
and actor in the New York com- 
pany of “Teahouse of the August 
Moon.” resumed his duties Mon- 
day (31) following his return from 
London, where he served as tech- 
nical assistant to director Robert 
Lewis on the West End production 
of the prize-winning play. 

Jeffrey Lynn will play the lead 
in the Omaha Centennial Historic 
Spectacle to be presented Aug. 
23-29 under the supervision of 
Alfred Stern, head of ANTA’s 
Dept. of Community and Industrial 
Showmanship. James Russo will 
direct the extravaganza, assisted 
by Kendrick Wilson. Script is by 
William Gibson, with set design by 
Morton Haack and choreography 
by Ted Cappy. Dr. Richard Dun- 
can, director of the Omaha Sym- 
phony Orch, will serve as musical 
director ... Max Tarr has succeed- 
ed Jay Blackton as batoner for “By 
the Beautiful Sea,” with latter off 
to Hollywood, where he’ll serve as 
musical director for the filmizatien 
of “Oklahoma.” 


Ethel Reiner’s 
N. Richard Naish’s “The Rain- 
maker” -is skedded to go into re- 
hearsal Sept. 13 for an Oct. 28 
Broadway openin Norman 


son” Sunday night (30) after a run 
of 71: weeks, with David Kurlan 
succeeding ... . Kenneth S. Lynn 
of Harvard U. and James W. Ar- 


ond Annual. National Collegiate 
Playwriting Contest for a three- 
acter and one-acter, respectively. 
Lynn’s “The Gay  Deceivers” 





copped $500, while Arnold's “The 
| Sheriff” was awarded $100. Com- 
| petition is sponsored by Samuel 
| French, Inc., author’s agents. 


Pitt Gets St. Lou’s Perry 





Pittsburgh, June 1. 
Robert Perry, of the St. Louis 
| Municipal Opera Co. staff, is com- 
jing here under lend-lease to the 
 Civie Light Opera Assn. to stage 
| its first three under-the-stars musi- 
‘cals of ‘the summer at the Pitt Sta- 
‘dium. He'll be filling in for the 
|regular director, Robert H. Gordon, 





production of 
Sh tems i 
Rose exited the cast of ‘‘Fifth Sea- 


nold of Stamford U. won the sec- 


To Stage 3 Al Frescoes 


| Scofield Buys Out Of 


Lonéon, June 1 

Paul Scofield has bought him- 
self out of the cast of “A Question 
of Fact,” current hit at the Pic- 
cadilly Theatre, in order to make 
his film debut in “That Lady,” an 
Anglo-American C’Scoper in which 
he will co-star with Olivia de 
Havilland and Gilbert Roland. 
Scofield is being temporarily re- 
placed in “Fact” by Jack Meri- 
vale. 


by a British company, Atlanta 
Films, is being lensed partly on lo- 
cation in Spain and will be com- 
pleted at the Metro British stu- 
dios in Elstree. The unit left last 
week for Madrid for the first six 
weeks of filming. The produc- 
tion is budgeted at $1,000,000 and 
will be given world release through 


20th-Fox. Sy Bartlett is in charge’ 


Trim Overhead; 
‘Almanac’ Stays 


Under an arrangement of con- 
cessions from the Shuberts for the- 
atre rental and graduated author 
and director royalty waivers, John 
Murray Anderson’s “Almanac” is 
continuing, despite operating losses 
for the last several weeks, when 
general business conditions on 
Broadway have deteriorated. 

With its revised setup, the revue 
could probably keep going indefi- 
nitely, but in the face of the tra- 
ditional boxoffice decline during 
June and July, it may not be abie 
to hold on more than a few more 
weeks. Fact that the show is a 
doubtful touring prospect and a 
negligible bet for a film sale mini- 
mizes the chances of the manage- 
ment being willing to underwrite 
sizable losses in an attempt to span 
the inevitable summer slump. 

As indicated, “Almanac” has been 
operating in the red for the last sev- 
eral weeks. However, for the four 
weeks ended May 1, the period 
covered by the last accounting, the 
Michael Grace-Stanley Gilkey- 
Harry Rigby, Jr., production 
earned $12,269 on a gross of $151,- 
977. That brought the total operat- 
ing profit to date to $66,306, and 
left $187,713 still to be recouped on 
its $250,000 investment. The revue 
cost $254,019 to bring in. 

Of the $62,287 capital available, 
$41,900 is in bonds and deposits, 
$7,894 is due from the authors for 
orchestrations, $2,688 is still due 
on the overcall from the limited 
partners, and there is $9,806 re- 
serve. 

“Almanac” is currently in its 
26th week at the Imperial Theatre, 
N. Y., with Hermione Gingold and 
Billy De Wolfe costarred. 


Hurok Off to Europe To 
Prep N.Y. Producer Bow 
With New Williams Play 


Impresario Sol Hurok is sailing 
to Europe Friday (4), where he’ll 
| Spend most of the summer in Eng- 
land, France and Italy scouting 
| talent and prepping fall visits here 
|of several attractions, such as the 
| Festival Ballet, Old Vice Co. in 
_“Midsummer Night’s Dream,” and 
|Emlyn Williams in his new play, 
“Someone Waiting.” “Waiting” will 
| mark Hurok’s bow as a Broadway 
| stage producer, as he'll take full 
| responsibility for casting, decor, 
|ete. Hurok has imported shows for 
_ brief Broadway runs and national 
| tours, and offered Williams in 
readings two seasons on Broadway, 
| but this will mark first time he’s 
_actually producing a play in N.Y. 
| This month ‘li witness a gen- 
_eral exodus of Hurok staffers to 
|Europe. Martin Feinstein, Hurok 
| press head, leaves with his wife 


| and assistant, Bernice, tomorrow 











months with the New York com-|who won't be on hand until early | (Phurs.) for a six-week biz-vacation 


pany of the musical on Broadway 

and the road, left last week for 

home in San Fernande Valley, 
a 


Staging of the Topeka (Kans.) | 


Centennial Pageant week of May 
24 took-an unusual turn when 
Waldo Heywood, vet Topeka Civic 
Theatre actor, collapsed on the 
outdoor stage and died during re- 
hearsal four days before opening. 
Heywood was not replaced, his 
lines being spoken by an offstage 
votce, Production on a 500-ft. out- 


door set was under direction of | 


‘in July, when he’s finished direct- 
‘ing Arabian Nights” spectacle for 
Guy Lombardo at Jones Beach. 
Perry will handle the opener, 
Show Boat,” week of June 21, 
with Don Ameche, Colette Lyons, 
| Jack Albertson and Edwin Steffe: 
| “Panama Hattie,” in which local 
|Zirl Lisa Kirk, is coming home for 
|the Ethel Merman role, and “The 
|Merry Widow,” for which Patrice 
Munsel has just been signed. Gor- 
'don will stage the remaining five 
shows In the series. 


| 6 


! 


| trip to England and the Continent. 
|Mae Frohman, administrator for 
| Suek, goes abroad end of June 
|for the summer. Even the secre- 
| tary of the press department, Mar- 


| ily Herman, is going abroad end of 
| June, 





| Israel Philharmonic Orchestra 
| engaged American soprano Fran- 
|ces Yeend, lead with the N.Y. City 
Opera Co., as soloist for eight per- 
;formances of Verdi's “Requiem,” 
in Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv and Haifa, 
between June 27 and July 12. 


Legiter to Debut in Pic 


The film, which is being made | 


| Myles Eason. 


Going to Tewn 


London, May 22. 


Tennent Productions, Lid., production 
of revue in two parts. Sketches by Alan 
Melville; lyrics by Melville. Paul Dehn, 
Marjorie Dunkels; music, Kenneth Leslie- 
Smith, James Bernard, Charles Zwar;*di- 
rection, costumes and dance arrange- 
ments by William Chappell. Stars Her- 
mione Baddeley, Dora Brvan with Ian 
Carmichael, Eric Berry, Shirley Eaton, 
Rachel Roberts, Leo Ciceri, Mvies Eason, 
Richard Logan. At St. Martin’s Theatre, 
London, May 20,’ °54. $2.35 top. 





vhe essence of revue should be 
snavov dialog, topical skits and 
sophisticated songs. In this re- 
spect, “Moving to Town” is a stev 
back, not forward. compared with 
recent similar productions. It had 
a successful tryout at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, some months back 
under the title “At the Lyric.” but 
was renamed when transferred 
here when some changes were 

re. 

Unless ingredients are _ top- 
grade the pot-vourri of this type 
of show tends to avpear amateur- 
ish. and some of the early scenes 
in this effort fall into this category. 
It should attract here on the new- 
ly-awakened interest in intimate 
revue, and cash in. on the stars’ 
past successes. But it is definitely 
not for exvort. : 

Talent is mainly from the dis- 
taff side, headed by Hermione 
Baddeley. who relies too indus- 
triously on freakish characteriza- 
tions and waspish comments on 
her contemporaries. As an estab- 
lished favorite she gets away with 
much that is below standard, and 
registers best when partnered by 
Dora Bryan, a younger wn-and- 
coming comedienne. Miss Bryan’s 
dumb cockney type of humor fits 
neatly into various comedy spots. 
She is at her best as a patient con- 
sulting a psychiatrist blandly re- 
vealing her urge to push peovle 
over heights. then proving her 
voint by making the medico her 
fourth victim as he stands by an 
open window. 

Parodies of current Oriental 
plays. the tele mania and third- 
rate hotel habitues givé scope for 
the entire companv. An _ inter- 
vlanetary skit performed in tbe 
musical style of the 1990’s makes 
a lively contrast. Marjorie Dun- 
velg gunvlies excellent mimicry of 
Bette Davis. Vivien Leigh and 
Porothv Tutin (star of “I Am a 
Camera”). The glamor is repre- 
sented hv Rachel Roberts and 
Shirley Eaton, who make intermit- 
tent appearances in song and 
dance. 

Ian Carmichael leads the male 
eoentingert with skilled versatility. 
Commendable supvort i< supplied 
hv Leo -Ciceri, Eric Berry and 
Clem. 


Volel le Jour 


(Day Dawns) 
Paris, May 25. 


Yvonne Printemps production of drama 
in three acts by Jean Lasserre. Stars 
Pierre Fresnav and Yvonne Printemps. 
Sets by Charle- Kifer. At Michodiere 
Theatre. Paris. $3 top. 

Jeanre Francoise ....¥vonve Printemos 
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Yvonne Printemos and Pierre 
Fresnay are the Lunts of Paris. 
The most popular legit team in 
France, their following is tre- 
mendous, but even their most 
faithful fans will be disappointed 
in their new one. “Dav” is shakv, 
preposterous meller which. though 
it offers them a counvle of oppor- 
tunities for high histrionics, is in 
itself old-fashioned, meandering 
and dull. 

Script has a dusty flavor and 
might have served as good film 
fodder back in silent days when 
desert passion ruled the screen. 
Locale is tropical South American 
town during a native uprising 
against foreigners. It concerns the 
local escort officer who falls in 
love with a Mother Superior who 
has had to flee her convent dur- 
ing the riot. Nun tries to persuade 
the officer to leave her, but for 
entire act he pleads his case, sug- 
gesting she break her vows and 
run away with him, 

When young nun murders a 
native, the crowd demands blood 
and Mother Superior, emulating 
Sydnev Carlton. sacrifices herself 
by taking the crime on herself and 
goes to her death accompanied by 
her would-be lover. 

Printemps and Fresnay, expert 
and charming players, are wrong 
for heavy melodramatic pieces, 
but struggle valiantly to bring its 
leading characters to life. Play, 
too, seems out of place at Micho- 
diere, long home of sophisticated, 
boulevard comedy. Even on its 





dramaturgy, being the initial the. 
atre attempt of its author, a for. 


mer journalist.  Direction—not 
credited—is probably by Fresnay 
and like actor’s performance and 
that of his wife makes a brave ef. 
fort to enliven long-winded script, 
Curt. 


Legit Followup 


Seven Year lich 
(FULTON, N. Y.) 


After several appearances in 
stock and on the road, film actress 
Sally Forrest makes her Broadway 
debut as the provocative dish from 
upstairs in the original production 
of George Axelrod’s “Seven Year 
Itch,” at the Fulton, N. Y. As the 
successor to Vanessa Brown, who 
withdrew for a picture stint, Miss 
Forrest demonstrates that this 
juicy ingenue role is a natural for 
almost any pert, competent young 
actress. 

Miss Forrest’s blonde looks and 
figger are pkay for the part and 
she’s believable enough, although 
she doesn’t give the impression of 
thinking much about the lines, 
either hers or those of Tom Ewell, 
the star, with whom she plays all 
her scenes. Since the character is 
a chatterbox, this isn’t too serious, 
but in a couple of scenes, notably 
the Noel Cowardish reverie bit, 
she and Ewell aren't entirely audi- 
ble. Perhaps. most important, 
Miss Forrest appears to have 
watched Miss Brown’s perform- 
ance a few times, and seems to be 
at least unconsciously copying 
some of her mannerisms. 

Otherwise, “Itch” holds up sur- 
prisingly well for an 18-month 
runner. Ewell is again giving a 
standeut performance as the sum- 
mer bachelor with the runaway 
imagination and conscience. If he 
has, inevitably, grown somewhat 
mechanical in some respects, his 
playing has moments of real fresh- 
ness, and he admirably combines 
the necessary drive, earnestness 
and comedy for the marathon as- 
signment. 

As before, Neva Patterson, Rob- 
ert Emhardt and George Keane 
are excellent in the principal sup- 
porting roles and, everything con- 
sidered, it’s easy to see why this 
Cuortney Burr-Elliott Nugent pro- 
duction continues to be a boxoffice 
cleanup. Hobe. 

















Stalag 17 
(GREAT NORTHERN, CHI.) 
; Chicago, May 20. 

This tale of life in a World War 
1I German PW camp wears fairly 
well despite some obvious revamp- 
ings to fit it inte the “popular 
priced” touring classification, The 
Leonard Altobell & Charles Har- 
row version, staged in a slambang 
fashion by Robert Shawiey, makes 
at times an overly rough attempt 
to live up to its “uncut and unex- 
purgated” billings. 

Much of the tension and drama 
inherent in the prison situation has 
been swamped for laugh treatment 
and “men without women” angles. 
With a few notable exceptions, the 
cast is made up of too many young 
men still learning their craft, an 
apprenticeship not much helped by 
Shawley’s mechanical direction. 

However, the Donald Bevan- 
Edmund Trzcinski play is sturdy 
enough for the clientele on this go- 
round. George Tobias continues to 
give the affair its big spark as the 
union-suited Stosh who keeps the 
proceedings alive. He’s aided and 
abetted no little by Carmen Filpi 
who treats the Harry Shapiro role 
to a rowdy whirl. Ray Stricklyn, 
newest addition, is just a little too 
prettily immodest as the barracks 
baby, but the bathing bit still packs 
laughs. 

Those with the serious parts fare 
worst in the farcial context. Al- 
bert Dannibal shows irregular 
flashes of ability as the suspected 
stoolie, but isn’t strong enough to 
bring off the abrupt changes in 
mood. Same goes for Ray New- 
comer as the group's leader. Len 
Wayward lacks authority in tle 
part of the real informer. Robert 
Bernard is strictly cut to pattern 
as Corporal Schultz. ve. 


London Legit Bits 
London, May 25. 
When Jack Hylton’s “Wonderful 
Time” comes to the West En 
(there’s a persistent rumor that it 
follows “Guys & Dolls” at the Lon- 
don Coliseum) the star in it will 
be Billie Worth .. . Hans May off 
to the South of France on three 
weeks’ vacation, and expects to £° 
to Paris to close deal for the 
French adaptation of his hit musi- 
cal, “Wedding In Paris,” curren!:Y 








own terms, it is a crude piece of 


at the London Hippodrome 
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‘Juliet’ $40,100, Angels’ $17,000, Fold; 
~ “Ginger’ $14,100; Chi List Shrinks 


Chica , June 1. 





With two shows folding here last 
week, Chi legit biz registered spurt. 
“Twin Beds,” finding twofer re- 
sponse sluggish, may check out 
this week, leaving “Time Out for 
Ginger” as the sole Loop entry for 
the summer. 

Estimates for Last Week 

N. Y. C. Ballet, Civic Opera (1st 
wk) ($4.80; 3,600), $30,000 for first 
seven performances; opened last 
Wednesday (26) for two-week stay. 

Twin Beds, Blackstone (ist wk) 
($3.70; 1,358). About $8,100 on 
twofers. 

Me and Juliet, Shubert (8th wk) 
($4.60; 2,100). Reached $40,100; 
closed Saturday (29), 

My 3 Angels, Selwyn (4th wk) 
($4.15; 1,000) (Walter Slezak). Got 
to $17,000; closed Saturday (29). 

_ Time Out for Ginger, Harris 
(20th wk) ($4.15; 1,000) (Melvyn 
Douglas). Almost $14,100. 


Pacific $33,100, 
2d Week in D.C. 


Washington, June 1. 
“South Pacific” pulled in $33,100 
at the National Theatre here last 
week. 
Jeanne Bal-Webb Tilton starrer 
was in the second week of a sum- 
mer run. 


NEW BALLET, SCRIPT 
REVISES DUE FOR ‘SEA’ 


Herbert and Dorothy Fields, au- 
thors of the book of “By the Beau- 
tiful Sea,” are doing some rewrit- 
ing of the musical and Helen Ta- 
miris is working out a new ballet. 
Book chinges are aimed to clear 
up the story a bit and the new bal- 
let will have a Coney Island beach 
locale, with the girls in bathing 
suits. 

By using a backdrop tossed out 
during the tryout tour, and having 
a dance arrangement made to the 
oldié, “By the Sea,” already used 
in the show, it’s figured the new 
material can be put into the show 
for only about $1,000. “Sea” is 








currently in its 9th week at the 
Majestic, N. Y., with Shirley Booth 
as star. 





| Theatre-Church 


Continued from page 57 = 


coll, Richard Luping and Minna 
Caldwell, starts July 4 on a trek 
that. extends .across country to 
Evanston, Ill. There, the group 
will face its biggest test. 

The World Council of Churches 
is meeting in Evanston in August 
and the Bishop’s Co. will present 
the Fray play for the assembled 
ministers—and pitch for bookings. 
If all goes well, the troupe expects 
to be touring constantly next year 
—with perhaps other companies 
being formed to expand the work. 

._ Own Transportation 

Group travels in its own bus at 
the moment, the company paying 
its own transportation out of the 
free will offerings made at the va- 
rious churches. There is no guar- 
antee requirement, the company 
getting a stipulated percentage of 
the offering at each performance. 
Cast members stay in private 
homes in each town. 

In the U. S. alone, it’s figured 
there are easily 100,000 churches 
which could serve as “theatres” 
for touring companies of this sort. 
Bishop’s Co. performs in a semi- 
central’ staging technique, using no 
sets and only a few simple props. 
In addition to “Cart,” the company 
has “Billy Budd” as a possible ve- 
hicle and other scripts are being 
considered. 

From a commercial theatre 
standpoint, the advantages of the 
trek are tremendous, since the 
company goes into towns which 
have never seen “round actors.” 
The impact of the presentation, it’s 
figured, creates a fledgling new au- 
dience for commercial legit. 

Potential growth of this type of 
presentation appears to be virtually 
limitless. Megnwhile, the Bishop's 
Co is sure it has the perfect 
formula. Members pgint to the 
fact that the Fry play is about a 
Catholic saint,. director Hal Bo- 
kar is Jewish and the play is pre- 
sented. ..in., Protestant churches. 











“How can!we miss?’’, they ‘ask. ° * 


Theatre Party Gimmick 
In Jones Beach Package: 


Theatre party gimmick will be 
given wide play this summer when 
the Guy Lombardo production of 
“Arabian Nights” opens at the Ma- 
rine Theatre, Jones Beach, L. I. 


Admittance to the musical extrava- 
ganza is included in a quintet of 
special “packages” being made 
available to groups of 35 or more. 
Packages, which essentially offer 
reductions in either bus transporta- 
tion charges or ticket fees to the 
al fresco offering, range from. a 
high of $6.30 to a low $3.30. 


Top tab includes dinner, and re- 
duced ticket and round-trip trans- 
portation cost from N. Y. Mini- 
mum package takes in only ticket 
cost and roundtrip transportation, 
both at a reduced fee. Packages are 
being offered via an arrangement 
between the Jones Beach State 
Parkway Authority and Guy Lom- 
bardo Enterprises, In some cases 
train transportation is included in 
the packages. ; 


Off-B’way Rentals On 
Four-Wall Deal Basis 
At $500-$600 Average 


Theatre rentals for the major 
off-Broadway outlets this past sea- 
son were all four-wall deals. Gen- 
eral weekly rentals were in the 
$500-$600 category. 

The Phoenix Theatre, 1,150-seat- 
er where T. Edward Hambleton 
and Norris Houghton are currently 
in the last weeks of their inaugu- 
ral stock season, was leased to the 
producers for $25,000 a year, which 
breaks down to about $500 weekly. 
Theatre de Lys, which came into 
prominence last season via produc- 
tions of “End As a Man,” “Bull- 
fight” and “Threepenny Opera,” 
charges a weekly rental of $500. 

President Theatre, localed in 
the Main Stem district but cate- 
gorized as an off-Broadway house, 
was leased for $600 to such offer- 
ings as the 10-week Gilbert & Sul- 
livan series which wound up Sun- 
cay (30). Cherry Lane Theatre, 





which was taken over in April, ’53, | 


by Trio Productions on a year’s 
lease at $600 a month, is currently 
being renovated, including an air- 
conditioning system and new seats. 
An increase in rental is expect- 
ed next season.’ Trio eventually 
sublet the Greenwich Village show- 
case to Alburmn Theatre following 
its production of “A Sound of 
Hunting.” 


Barbizon- Plaza Theatre was 
taken over by “The World of Sho- 
lom Aleichem” on a longterm four- 
wall deal. Show recently wound up 
a long run at the theatre, which 
normally rents on a one-perform- 
ance basis at $225 during the week 
and $250 on Saturday and Sunday 
nights. ~ 


Current London Shows 


London, June 1. 


(Figures denote premiere dates) 
Airs Shoestring, Royal Ct. (4-22-53). 
Angels in Love, Savoy (2-11-54). 

Ast As Mappy, Garrick (7-8-53). 
Boy Friend, Wyndham’s (12-1-53). 
Burning Glass, Apollo (2-18-54). 
Cockles & Champagne, Saville (5-28-54). 
Dark Light Eneugh, Aldwych (4-30-54). 
Day T Sea, Haymarket (11-26-53). 
Facts ef Life, Duke York (5-4-54). 
Folies Bergere, Pr. Wales (9-24-53). 

For Better Worse, Comedy (12-17-52). 
Going To Town, St. Martin’s (5-20-54), 
Guys and Dolls, Colliseum (5-28-53). 
Hippe Dencing, Lyric (4-7-54). 

§ Am e@ Camera, New (3-12-54). 
impressario Smyrna, Arts (5-26-54). 
intimacy Af 8:30, Criterion (4-29-54). 
King and 1, Drury Lane (10-8-53). 

Love Match, Paiace (11-10-53). 
Northstead, Duchess (4-28-54). 
Moon Is Give, Vaudeville (3-5-54). 
Mousetrap, Ambas. (11-25-52). 

Pal Joey, Princes (3-31-54). 


54 
Question of Fact, Piccadilly (12-10-53), 
Reluctant Heroes, Whitehall (9-12-50). 
Ring Ovt Bellis, Vic. Pal. (11-12-52). 
Sleeping Prince, Phoenix (10-5-53). 
Teahouse Aug. Moon, Her Maj. (4-22-54). 
Waltiag ver E ag A Jas. (4-21-54). ° 
Wedding ‘arts, pp. (43-54). 
Wish You Were Here. Casino (10-10-53). 
Witness Prose . W. Gard. (0-28-53). 
You'll Be Lucky, Adelphi (2-25-54). 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 


Both Ends Meet, Apollo (6-9-54). 
After the Ball, Globe (6-10-54). 








|. Mountains of Five, Strand (6-16-54). 


Never Too Late, W’s’tm’nster (6-3-54). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 


c ‘Aunt, Strand (2-10-54). 
Ghd Vie Repertery. Old Vie 14-53). 


Current Road Shows 


(May 31-June 12) 





Brigadoon—Curran, S. F, (7-12). 
Evening With Beatrice Lillie 
(Beatrice Lillie)—Her Majesty's, 
Montreal (31-5); Ford's, Balto (7- 


12). 

King and I (Yul Brynner, Patri- 
cia Morison)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L. A. (31-12), 

Picnic (Ralph Meeker)—Balti- 
more, L. A. (31-12). 

Porgy & Bess—Aud., Denver (1- 


). 

Seven Year Itch (Eddie Bracken) 
—Hanna, Cleve (31-5); Pabct, Mil- 
ae (7-10); Parkway, Madison 
(11-12). 

South Pacific (Jeanne Bal, Webb 
Tilton)—National, Wash. (31-12). 

Time Out for Ginger ‘Melvyn 
Douglas)—Harris, Chi (31-12). 
— Beds—Blackstone, Chi (31- 

». 


King’ $53,500, L.A.; 
Dial 296, Folds 


Los Angeles, June 1. 

“Dial M for Murder” wound its 
road tour here over the weekend 
with a socko $29,000 for its second 
and final week. Soaring gross 
proved this was still another show 
that could have been booked for a 
longer stay. It grabbed $62,300 in 
its two Theatre Guild subscription 
weeks at the Biltmore. House re- 
lights tonight (Tues.) with “Picnic,” 
in for a three-week stand. 

“King and I” bounced up a 20tch 
to $53,500 on the second frame of 
its eight-week stand at the 2,670- 
seat Philharmonic Auditorium on 
Civic Light Opera /ssn. subscrip- 
tion. Previous week's gross was 
$53,200: 

Also opening tonight is “The 
Comedian,”’ Leo Fuchs starrer at 
the Civic Playhouse. 
ditorium, Denver. 


‘Porgy’ Modest $25,100 
_ For Week in Columbus 








Columbus, June 1. 
“Porgy and Bess” drew over 
$25,100 at the Hartman Auditori- 
um here last week. Take includes 
tax, which the non-profit show re- 
tains. 
~ Revival is currently at the Au- 





aus Continued from page 57 


managements with no _ current 
shows on the boards: tend to be 
adamant against Equity demands, 
while those with current hits 
would be severely affected. On 
the other hand, it remains to be 
seen whether, in case of a show- 
down, ,the overformers involved 
would actually refuse to go on. 


Rumor in the trade last week 
that Equity plans to call “spot” 
strikes of different shows, either 
for single performances or a week 
each, was denied by union offi- 
cials. Meanwhilé, meetings of the 
casts of Broadway shows were said 
to have voted willingness to strike. 
The old two-year contract officially 
expired Monday night (31), but 
was extended by mutual agree- 
ment to tomorrow night. 


The League offer, refused by the 
union, included $5 increases in re- 
hearsal pay, for principals and 
chorus on the road and for chorus 
in New York. The management 
group is apparently adamant 
against any concession to the 
union’s demands for a contribution 
of 5% of the weekly cast payroll 
to the union’s welfare fund, and 
a “closed shop” for stage managers. 

Despite earnest pronouncements 
from leaders of both groups, there 
is evidently no unanimity among 
either League or Equity members 
in support of their official posi- 
tions. In the case of the union, 
in particular, there is a feeling that 
certain of the demands, notably 
the welfare contribution and the 
stage manager requirement, may 
be excessive considering the pre- 
carious state of the theatre and the 
already prohibitive cost of opera- 
tion. 


‘Itch’ $20,000, Cleve. 
Cleveland, June 1. 
“Seven Year Itch” grossed near- 
ly $20,000 at the Hanna Theatre 
here last week. 











second frame at the house. 


Summer Decline Deepens on B’way; 
City Center $21,000, ‘Town’ $30,400 
‘Apple’ $24,800, Jeanmaire 51,400 


Seasonal b.o. dip became more 
severe on Broadway last week. 
Substantial dents were registered 
by a dozen shows. ' 

Of the 21 shows on the boards 
last week (excluding the City 


Center and the Phoenix Theatre), |’ 


eight held steady in the click 
category. These were “Caine Muti- 
ny Court Martial,” ‘“Can-Can,” 
“Kismet,” “Ondine,” “Pajama 
Game,” “Sabrina Fair,” “Tea and 
Sympathy” and “Teahouse of the 
August Moon.” 

Sole Main Stem opener this 
week is “Carousel,” which goes 
into the City Center tonight (Wed.) 
for two weeks as the windup pro- 
duction in a six-week series of 
operettas. Also preeming this week 
is “Homeward Look” at the off- 
Broadway Theatre de Lys tomor- 
row (Thurs). Only closer last week 
was “Girl on the Via Flaminia,” 
which shuttered Saturday (29). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), OP (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic designations re- 
fer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices, num- 
ber of seats, capacity gross and 
stars. Price includes 10% amuse- 
ment tax, but grosses are net: +:e., 
exclusive of tar. 

Anniversary Waltz, Broadhurst 
(C) (8th wk; 61; $4.40; 1.160; $28.- 
000) (Macdonald Carey, Kitty Car- 
lisle). Topped $20,600 ‘previous 
week, $24,000). 

By the Beautiful Sea, Majestic 
(MC) ‘8th wk; 60; $6.60; 1,510; $58,- 
000) (Shirley Booth). Nearly $45,- 
400 (previous week, $50,000). 

Caine Mutiny Court Martial, 


000) (Tom Ewell). A:...ust $18,400 
(previous week, $20,200). 

Solid Gold Cadillac, Music Box 
(C) (30th wk; 237; $5.50-$4.40; 1,- 


077; $27,811) ‘(Jos-vhine Hull). 
het $25,000 (previous week, 
: ). 


Star still ill, with the 
erstudy subbing. . 

tea and Sympathy, Barrymore, 
(43; (35th wk; 2°77; $5.50-$4.40; 1,- 
060; $28,300) (Deborah Kerr). Al- 
most $28,700 (previous week, $22 
700). Joan Fontaine’ succeede« 
Miss Kerr as star Monday (31). 

Teahouse of the Augrst Moon, 
Beck (C) (3°rd wk; 264; $5.50-$4.40; 
1,214; $31,681) (David Wayne, John 
Forsythe). Held at almost $32,200). 


(MC) (65th wk; 516; $6.60; 1,510; 
$54,173) ‘Carol Channing). Nearly 
$30,400 ‘previous week, $36,400). 
Miscellaneous 

Sea Gull, Phoenix (‘D) (3rd _ wk; 
24: $3.30; 1,150; $22,800). Over 
$22,600, with take out by theatre 
party commissions ‘previous week, 
$22,300). 

Opening This Week 
Carousel, City Center (MC) ($3; 


'3,090; $50,160). N. Y. City Center 


Light Opera Co. revival of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein musical; opens to- 
night ‘(Wed.) and plays through 
June 13. 


‘BRIGADOON’ UP TO 386, 
KABUKI $24,000, FRISCO 


San France’ -«o, June 1. 

Second and finai «seek of the 
Kabuki Dancers and Musicians 1m- 
proved, “Brigadoon” also perked 
last week here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Brigadoon, Curran ‘(2d wk) ‘$4.75; 

1.775) ‘Pamela Britton, William 








Plymouth (D) (19th wk; 148; $5.50- 
$4.80; 1,062; $33,500) ‘Henry Fon- 
da, Lioyd Nolan, John Hodiak). | 


Johnson, Dorothy NacNei!). Up to 
$38,000; previous week, $35,000. 
Kabuki Dancers, Geary ‘2d wk) 


Over $33,700 ‘previous week, $33.- | ($4.50: 1.550). Drew $24,000; previ- 


700; Barry Sullivan replaced Hen- | 
ry Fonda, Monday (31). 
Can-Can, Shubert (MC) (56th wk: | 
444; $6,60; 
$50,400 ‘previous week,. $50,500). 
Fifth Season, Cort (C) (7ist wk; 
563; $4.40; 1,056; $25,227) (Mena- 
sha Skulnik, Richard Whorf). Near- 
ly $14,600 (previous week, $15,500). 





ous week, $19,000. 





1,361; $50,160). Just | ‘Picnic Hungry $16,100, 


7-Performance Split 


Kansas City, June 1. 
Late legit season was kept alive 


Fledermaus City Center ‘OP)| here last week with “Picnic” in for 
(2d wk; 16; $3; 3,090; $50,160). three days Monday-Wednesday (24- 


Topped 621,000 ‘previous week), 


26) in the Music Hall. Biz was 


$24,000); wound up a limited 16-| moderately good for the stand with 


performance run Sunday (30). 

Girl in Pink Tights, Hellinger 
(MC) (13th wk; 99; $6.60; 1.527; | 
$53,000) (Renee Jeanmaire, Charles | 
Goldner). Over $31,400 (previous 
week, $38,500). Jeanmaire was out 
of the show for two performances. | 

Girl on. the Via Flaminia, 48th | 
St. (D) (9th wk; 68; $4.40-$3.30; 
925; $18,300). Neariy $6,700 ‘pre- 
vious week, $6,500); clesed Satur- 
day (29) at an estimated loss of 
$7,000 on its $20,000 cap 

Golden Apple, Alvin (MC) (6th 
wk; 47; $4.40-$3.30; 1,150; $40,807). | 
Almost $24,800 (previous week, | 
$26,400). 





John Murray Anderson’s Alma-| 
mac, Imperial (R) (25th wk; 196; | 


a near $7,500 take in four perform- 
ances. It’s the second legit to have 
played here after many dark weeks. 

Ralph Meeker starrer moved on 
to the Auditorium, Denver, Friday- 
Saturday ‘28-29), where take fer 
three performances was almost 
$8,600. That gave the William Inge 
drama a total of $16,700 for the 
seven-performance week. 

Theatre Guild-Joshua Logan pro- 
duction opened last night (Mon.) in 


italization. | Los Angeles. 





Yiddish Legit 
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1,400; $50,000) (Hermione /399 members were employed in 


$6.60; 
Gingold, Billy DeWolfe). Nearly) 
$30,400 (previous week, $31,600). | 
King of Hearts, Lyceum (C) (9th: 
wk; 66; $5.50-$4.40; 995; $23,389) | 
(Donald Cook, Jackie Cooper). | 
Nearly $16,100 (previous week, | 
$18,100). 
Kismet, Ziegfeld (MD) (26th wk; | 
204; $6.60; 1,528; $57,908) (Alfred | 
Drake). Under $58,000 (previous | 
week, $57,900). 
Oh Men, Oh Women, Miller (C) | 
(24th wk; 198; $5.50-$4.40; 920; 
$23,248) ‘(Franchot Tone). Over 
$17,500 (previous week, $18,100). 


Ondine, 46th St. (D):° (15th Wk; | -off-Broadway’ 
116; $7.15; 1,139; $41,644) (Audrey | was a Yiddish 


Hepburn, Mel Ferrer). A new 
straight play record, $42,292 ‘pre- 
vious week, $42,280; closes July 3. 

Pajama Game, St. James (MC) 
(3rd wk; 20; $6.60; 1,571; $51,717) 


Yiddish productions. In N. Y., the 
longest run Yiddish-language offer- 
ing was the recently-ended 30-week 
vaude season at the National The- 
atre, best in three years. 

The nearby Second Avenue The- 
atre ran a 14-week season, pulling 
in a little over its original invest- 
ment for two plays presented there 
during that period. Close to $25,- 
000 was lost bv the Parkway during 
a 14-week «esson in which three 
plays were presented, other than 
the three Ha’) productions. The 
President Theatre 
production outlet 
|during !0 weeks of last season, 
while brief seasons were also c*:- 
ducted in Montreal and Chics *», 
| with some companies visiting Bus- 





(John Raitt, Janis Paige, Eddie Foy, | ton, Toronto and Detrsit. 


Jr.). Nearly $51,600, with take cut | 


by theatre party commissions ‘pre- 
vious week, $51,400). 

Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker, 
Coronet (C) (22nd wk; 173; $7.15: 
1,027; $28,262) (Burgess Meredith 
Martha Scott). Over $18,004 
(prev_ous week, $13,569 

Sabrina Fair, Royale ‘C} (25: % 
221; $5.50-$4.40; 1,172; 629,000) 
(Margaret Sullavan, Josep) Cot- 
ton). Nearly $26,800 ‘previous 
week, $26,800). Leora Dana and 
Tod Andrews took over for Miss 





| Eddie Bracken starrer is in its | 


Sullavan and Cotton Monday (31). 
Seven Year Itch, Fulton (C) (60th 
wk; 637; $5.50-$4.40;° 1,063; $24,- 


wa, 


Currently there are no Yiddish 
‘theatres in operation. Dearth of 
| Yidsitshsveaking audiences is ap- 
'perentiy beginning to prompt Eng- 
lish-ianguage YViddish-angled pro- 
tuctions. Aiready skedded for next 

ason are two such shows. Leo 
Fuehs will make his first appear- 
ance in an English-speaking play 
next October when the Henrietta 
| Jacobson-Jilius Adler production 
of “A Stone for Danny Fisher” 
‘opens at the National. Al!so slated 
for an October bow 2% i resi- 
dent is “Sands in the Negev,” billed 
{as the first Ysraeli pla@y ‘4 ‘English. 


Wonderful Town, Winter Garden - 
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College 


Up in Lights 


Syracuse, May. 25. 

Boar’s Head, of Syracuse U., produc- 
tion, in cooperation with class of "54, of 
musical revue, with book by William 
Dixon and William Levine, music and 
lyrics by Harlan O’Kun and William 
Angelos. Directed by Gerald Leider; 
scenery-lighting, Peter Forward, Bar- 
bara Baird and James Esmay; costumes, 
Mario Forte; choreography, Anita Khan- 
zadian. Production under supervision of 
Sawyer Falk. At Astor Theatre, Syracuse. 





’ Syracuse U. has rung the bell 
again with “Up in Lights,” its 
bright and bouncy annual musical 
show. .Two-act revue  satirizes 
college life on the Hill and comes 
up with some fresh spoofs and 
several nice tunes, notably “Stop, 
Look and Love Your Lady” and “I 
Fell in Love with You Again.” 

College shows always rely upon 
local association for their biggest 
laughs, but “Up in Lights” adds 
some good all-around pieces. 
There’s “Party Poopers” (the life 
and gay times of chaperoning), and 
an unbilled sneaker about a “cool” 
trio reading “John Brown’s Body.” 
Bill Angelos, Alfred Gross and 
Sam Baskin romp through another 
good tune, ‘“Turn-a-Bout,” and 
there is a zany dressing room skit 
about a co-ed football “dream 
team.” 

Also on the credit side are a 
colorful ‘College Hayride” produc- 
tion using 60 persons and black 
lighting, “Trial by Joey,” a rib on 
the McCarthy bearings, and “Tip 
That Halo” teaming Vince Rigolosi, 
recruited from the college boxing 
team, and Bob Dishy, drama de- 
partment jack-of-all-trades. Latter 
does the best single in the show 
with ‘Phe Three Eiffels,” panto- 
mimeskit with spotlights for play- 
ers. 

Pictures get a ribbing in ‘‘Good- 
bye Sam in 3-D” and Italian films 


>. 


Shows 


to prevent this pair from fooling 
and making off with the money of 


two orphaned girls; and how they 
finally return to Hannibal as 
heroes. 


George Hermai has done the 
book, music and lyrics, a banal job 
which at times is broadly hammed 
bythe cast, there being no other 
way to handle the situation. A few 
of the songs, but not enough, show 
promise. Best of them are “A 
Travelin’ Show,” “Saturday Night,” 
and for topical patter, “If You 
Were a Tree.” With all the wealth 
of early and mid-19th century 
music to draw from, Herman seems 
to have found all the inspiration 
for his songs a century later in 
Broadway and Hollywood. 

Carole Macho, who plays Susan, 
the younger of the orphaned Wilkes 
sisters, stands out in the cast as a 
refreshing and promising come- 
dienne in the handling of both her 
spoken lines and songs. Henry 
Sutton, as the Dauphin, and Philip 
Bosco. as the Duke, also do strong 
jobs. Danny Ruslander is well cast 
as Huck Finn. Singing standout of 
the cast is Thomas Major, as Jim. 
the Negro slave. 

Choreography is considerably 
better than usual for Catholic U 
musicals. Jeri Nagle, who handled 
the dances, cut her numbers to fit 
the ability of the cast and the 
result is lively and colorful. Miss 
Nagle also dances a pas de deux 
near the finale with Robert Gorm- 
ley. Sets are good. Lowe. 


Marriage Wheel 


Westwood, Cal., May 25. 
U. of California at Los Angeles Theatre 
Arts Dept. presentation of a thesis pro- 
duction in three acts by Joel Climenhaga. 
Directed by the author. At Theatre 3K7, 
UCLA, Westwood, Cal; 85c top. . 








similar treatment in ‘Scooter 
Thief.” Best ensemble dancing is! 
offered in “Marshall Street Mope,” | 
a sort of 1954 extension of the 
Charleston and Jitterbug. Hayd. 


Huek Finn 


Washington, May 25. 

Catholic U. Speech and Drama Dept. 
Production of musical in two acts, with 
beok, music and lyrics by George Her- 
man, based on stories by Samuel Clemens 
(Mark Twain). Directed by Leo MWrady; 
coached by Dr. Josephine Callan: sets 
and lighting. James D. Waring: costumes, 
Joseph Lewis and Ann Tacik; choreog- 
raphy, Jeri Nagle; musical arrangements, 
Joseph Jenkins. At Catholic U. Theatre, 
Washington, 





Father Gilbert Hartke’s speech 
and drama course comes up this 
year with an original musical which 
is strictly collegiate level on all 
counts. “Huck Finn” is a pleasant 
idea, 
many rungs down the ladder from 
some of the originals unveiled at 


pleasantly offered, but is' 


As a thesis production, this script 
revolving around the marriage cus- 
toms of the Pennsylvania religious 
sect in the 1800’s shows promise. 
It’s not for Broadway, but with 
minor revision here and _ there 
might serve for strawhat fare. 

Principal impediment to any 
solid commercial success of ‘‘Mar- 
riage Wheel” is its lack of action. 
Plot revolves around the key hour 
in the lives of a young couple 
whose names have come up in the 
marriage lists of the God’s Breth- 
ren Church. The gal’s domineering 
older brother had rejected, on be- 
half of another brother, the boy’s 
sister in a similar ceremony a few 
months earlier and since this re- 
jection automatically condemns a 
femme to spinsterhood, the boy is 
out for revenge. After too much 
conversation, romance and a touch 
of independent thinking smooth 
out the wrinkles. 





Catholic U. in other years. 
Story, for which Mark Twain 


| 


Climenhaga has pitched his en- 
tire script in a one-room set and 


gets the credit, of course, is the | at times all of his seven characters 
best part. It'll be familiar to the | 27¢ crowded on stage. Such a setup 


readers of the Huckleberry Finn 
books—how Huck Finn, frightened 
by his no-good father, pretends to 


be murdered and runs off from |.Permits a change. So, in its present 
Hannibal, Mo., with a runaway | State, “Wheel” won't turn much 
slave, how they pick up and can't | beyond the campus confines. 


get rid of two crooked actors who 
pose as the Lost Dauphin of France 
and a Duke. Then how Huck helps 











ADVANCE AGENTS! 
COMPANY MANAGERS! 


We have been serving theatrical 
shows for over 42 years. Ours is 
the oldest, most reliable and ex- 
perienced transfer company on the 
West Coast! 


® Railroad privileges for handling 
shows and theatrical luggage. 

© Complete warehouse facilities! 

® Authorized in California. Equipped 
to transfer and haul a here in 
U. $1 


© RATES ON REQUEST ! 


Atlantic Transfer Company 


GEORGE CONANT 
1100 East Sth Street 


los Angeles 13, Calif. 
MUtual 8121 or OXford 9-4764 




















_. Author has direeted with some | Fred 
degrees of tenderness and there | Woman ... 
are, considering the situation, good | 4 
wun | Performances. Best is from Mary 


Jane Moffat, who shows promise 
| with a sensitive portrayal of the 
| gal whose future is at stake. 
Kap. 


PRODUCERS DROP SUIT 
| AGAINST SCENIC UNION 


| Suit instituted two years ago by 
| the “Women of Twilight” manage- 
| ment against the United Scenic 
Artists Local 829 regarding the im- 
portation of foreign scenery has 
been withdrawn. Dispute stemmed 
from the use of foreign-made scen- 
ery in the 1952 Joseph Kipness- 
| Jack Hylton Broadway production 
| of “Women,” a British import. 
Both parties have accepted the 
agreement between the League of 
N. Y. Theatres and the scenic 
| gaion covering the importation of 
foreign scenery. Suit was filed in 
the U. S. District Court for the 
Southern District of N. Y. 

















SONGS With 


nancy kenyon 


currently 


jorie’s playgoers club 
NEW YORK 


A Management Assoc. Attraction 








BELLAMY, REILLY SWAT 
N.Y.C. SHOW TAX BID 


Ralph Bellamy, Actors Equity 
prez, and James F. Reilly, exec di- 
rector of the League of N. Y. The- 
atres, were among the legit stage 
spokesmen yesterday (Tues.) as the 
N. Y. City Council finance commit- 
tee heard testimony on the pro- 
posed 5% ‘admissicns tax. 

Bellamy said Equity’s recogds 
show that its members worked an 
average 10 weeks per year for an 
$800 income. “Now is the time, 
he declared, “to make adjustments 


allowing for basic human dignity. 


He put the Equity membership at 


9,000 and stated prevailing Broad- 


way prices are such that people 
will only come to see smash hits. 





Murder’ Net 4106 


Here Come the Clewns 
(CHERRY LANE, N.Y.) 


This Album Theatre production 
of “Here Come the Clowns” rates 





goes, but a recap of Philip Barry's 
mystic saga is to the good, time 
having treated it well. 

The drama is about a child of 
misfortune, stagehand Dan Clancy, 
bent on finding the truth with a 
capital “T.” Seer Max Pabst is 
ready to play guide, letting fall by 
the wayside those who can’t stand 
the gaff. Luckily, these two prin- 
cipals are cast for strength, Edwin 
Gordon playing Dan with disarm- 
ing gaelic goodwill, and Haskell 
Coffin’s Max being sadistic and 
cooly detached. ' 

Sara Farweli is warm as Connie, 
the lass Dan ought to have mar- 
ried, and Jo Ann Friede petulant 
as the girl he did. Ma Speedy, en- 
trepreneur of the Cafe des Artistes, 


mt 
is played with a flair by Harry Bar- 
nl { é tron, while Leon B. Stevens. is wary 
3 and rugged as the ventriloquist. 


“Dial M For Murder,” which 
folded at the Biltmore Theatre, 


Los Angeles, last Saturday (29), 


made a profit of nearly $410,000 in 


94 weeks on Broadway and the 


road. On the basis of the usual 
50-50 split between the manage- 


ment and the backers, that repre- 
sents a 410% profit for the latter 


on their $50,000 investment. Thus 
far, $322,000 has been disiributed 
to backers of the James P. Sher- 
wood production, leaving a balance 
of almost $88,000. 


Maurice Evans starrer chalked 
up a profit of about $50,500 in 13 
weeks on the road, following the 
windup of show’s Broadway run, 
Feb. 27. Profit at the close of 
play’s 556-performance Main Stem 
stand was approximately $359,000. 
A second company, sent out last 
season to play Chicago, wound up 
with a $9,000 loss. 

The legit production of the Fred- 
erick Knott meller gets no revenue 
from the Warner film version, the 
screen rights having been sold 
prior to the original London stage 
presentation, 
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Bernardine 
James B. McKenzie production of 
comedy in two acts (nine scenes) by 
Mary Chase. Directed by Aaron Frankel; 
settings, John Raymond Freimann; light- 
ing, Willard Merrill. At Dobbs Ferry 

(N. YY.) Playhouse, May 13, ’54. 
Arthur Beaumont ........... John Lehne 
Leonard Carney ......... Vivian Matalon 
Morgan Olson ..........Grandin MacFie 
George Friedelhauser ....George Zaborin 


“ . a err oe Frank Dana 
| makes for too much talk and too Le * Cee Peter MacDowell 
| little action—and there’s nothing! Dave Gibbs .....0...... Erick Van Tassel 
in the basic idea of the play that | Helen Alene Hatch 


Buford Weldy eee eons -Johnny Stewart 


CARS ere Julie Christy 
Vernon Kinswood ......... Fred Vogel 
CNRS CRE onc vcKewKe. Betty Arnold 


wen. Camtriek 06 6ccbs es Rawn Harding 
a Se Williard Merrill 
-sseeecveess Georgette Spelvin 
Re Fo WM sve ceser 

an cecrcecvecccecs Wilham Munchow 
Enid Cranshaw ........ Barbara Torrence 





This rewritten version of Mary 
Chase’s “Bernardine” is a mirthful 
two-acter that should register as 
an audience ju.easer. Comedy 
played a two-week run recently at 
the Dobbs Ferry (N.Y.) Playhouse. 
James B. McKenzie, operator of 
the Playhouse, and Willard C. Merx- 
rill, business manager, hold the 
touring rights to the play and plan 
sending it out on the road next 
season. In its original form, “Ber- 
nardine” had a Broadway run of 
157 performances during the 1952- 
53 season. 


With emphasis on the sex angle, 
Miss Chase has done a credible 
job of presentating the humor out 
of the capers, discussions and de- 
sires of a group of late-teenage 
boys. Play is spotted with a num- 
ber of funny lines and situations. 
Sparking most of the activity ~is a 
lad whose clumsy handling of girls 
has resulted in his being black- 
listed by the local bobbysoxers. 

Johnny Stewart, repeating his 
Broadway role as the pivot char- 
acter, registered effectively. Cast | 
as his buddies, John Lehne, Vivian | 
Matalon, Grandin MacFie, George | 
Zaborin and Frank Dana turned} 
in believable performances, Fred | 
Vogel's characterization of a young 
bookworm was good for laughs, | 
Of the femme contingent, Julie 
Christy was convincing as Stew- | 
art's doting mother, while Barbara | 
Torrence made a seductive looking 
divorcee, 

Aaron Frankel's direction main- 
tained a lively pace. Scenery 
Switches conducted by cast mer- | 
bers in full view of the audience 





fitted in nicely with play's frolic 
some mood. Jess, | 


George Curley | 


Glen Styers makes his Major Arm- 
strong very moving. 

Larry : 
agent never gets far out of his 
cups. Charles Collins acts Nora’s 
boy friend with vigor, but makes 
him seem too nice a guy to have 
kicked Clancy when he was down. 
The balance of the company react 
with adequate concentration. 

Compounded of mysticism and 
bewilderment, “Here Come the 
Clowns” is a tough assignment. 
Stephen Bates’ direction places the 
stresses where they belong, but 
fails to eke out a uniformly good 
production. It is Philip Barry who 
emerges the winner, however, for 
despite obscurities this is still a 
beautiful play. Geor. 





The Jackal 
(SKYLINE THEATRE, N. Y.) 


Maxwell Glanville and Ruth Jett 
have taken off-Broadway to Har- 
lem, N. Y., with the production of 
“The Jackal,” a new play by Sallie 
Howard and Evelyn Cornell. Pre- 
vented by licensing restrictions 
from opening at the Hotel Theresa, 
a last-minute switch was made to 
the Don Studios at 125th St. and 
Lenox Ave. 

The management showed cour- 
age in choosing a tryout for its 
opener instead of a tested product, 
but “The Jackal” is minor play- 
writing. Illustrating the theme 
that environment can drive people 
to desperate ends, the story is dif- 
fuse and blurred. 

Ed Jackson, the jackal, earns a 
dubious living feeding on others. 
Ed Harding plays him knowingly 
| but without urgency. His mistress, 
| Marie, is sensitively done by at- 
| tractive Frances Foster. Ed preys 
/on the family next door, ambitious 
|Cora Taylor-Hunt and daughter 
Gwendolyn. Louise Stubbs is un- 
derstandable as the mother whose 
| passion for respectability and suc- 
'cess has tragic results. Dolores 
|Tompkin’s daughter is lively and 
| bewildered by turns. 

Despite the jackal’s marauding, 
'Helen Martin’s wise Aunt Reid 
| holds the family together. Kenneth 
| Manigault, Service Bell, producer 
| Glanville and Freida Walker round 
; out the cast, Miss Walker's prostie 
| having real style. 

|__ Maxwell Glanville also directed. 
| He is aware of the mainsprings of 
action, but has been unable to con- 
| trol a discursive play. The Misses 
| Howard and Cornell should settle 
| for one topic and stick with it. The 
Skyline Theatre will have to try 
again with a sounder script. 

Geor. 








Montserrat 

(BARBIZON-PLAZA, N. Y.) 
This revival of “Montserrat,” 
adapted by Lillian Hellman from 
the French of Emanuel Robles, 
probably holds the distinction of 
| being the only play to have re- 
|ceived a pre-off-Broadway tryout. 
|Drama, utilizing practically the 
|Ssame cast as at the Barbizon- 
| Plaza Theatre, N. Y., was given an 
Equity Library Theatre production 
|this April. Play is now being of- 
|fered on a commercial basis by 





a bare par as the off-Broadway beat 


Off Bway Shows 


Gresen are associated with Glazer 
in the production. 


When originally done on Broad- 
way in 1949, play folded after 65 
performances. It still impresses 
as lacking in generai appeal. 4 
period piece dealing with Bolivar's 
revolt against Spain, “Montserrat” 
tends io be weighty in its o.>un- 
ciation of tyranny. Play, however 
does have sporadic moments ,! 
dramatic impact, brought out et- 
fectively in this production via 
some fine performances. 


Topping the acting contingent 
are Alfred Sander, Sy Travers, 
Joseph Ruskin and Fran Malis. Alj 
four register with forceful per- 
formances. Edmund Johnston does 
okay as the sensitive title char- 
acter, while Alan Bergmann’s por- 
trayal of a flamboyant actor is 
good. Remainder of the cast are 
generally satisfactory. Glazer, re- 
peating his ELT directorial stint, 
succeeds, for the most part, in 
keeping show well-paced despiie 
the ,overall statics nature of the 
action. Marvin Chomsky’s one- 


/scene set is commendable. Jess. 
Ward’s brooding press-| 


(Closed Saturday (29) after six 
performances). 


Building Blocks 
(TWO-BY-FOUR, N. Y.) 


Two-By-Four Productions is mak- 
ing its off-Broadway bow with 
“Building Blocks,” a new drama by 
Eugene Feist. Described as the 
story of a man who comes of age 
through his love for a woman, the 
play relies on _ characterization 
rather than plot. The author has 
failed to explain, however, how his 
hero ticks, and the drama fails to 
get down to cases until its last 20 
minutes. 


Against parental wishes and the 
desirability of finishing college, 
Susan Randell marries tempera- 
mental Jeff Marlin who is shortly 
for the Air Force. Junoesque 
Joyce Miles is convincing as Susan, 
which is lucky, for John Bracchit- 
ta’s task is to make Jeff under- 
standable, and despite’ sincere 
playing, he is pressed to provide 
motivations that are not in the 
script. Two years of Air Force and 
a baby are the blocks on which the 
pair build a life. 

Fredi Nacamee is good as Joyce’s 
mother, Harvey Mozer’s corporal is 
sharp and Edward Ragozzino, Mary 
Hara and George Hatch round out 
an efficient cast. Jean Armstrong’s 
polished direction is well adapted 
to arena staging. 


Playwright Feist adds nothing 
new to his venerable theme, writ- 
ing with a sheen that is only pan- 
cake deep. His staccato dialog 
crackles, but is drenched with 
cliches that sound effective but ex- 
plain nothing. It’s a good trick 
only if you get away with it. 

Two-By-Four Productions has a 
neat though neck-craning theatre. 
If enough capital is on hand to 
stick around, the venture could be 
that will be good enough box- 
office to overcome geographical 
a going concern. A play is needed 
limitations. Geor. 
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Ohio’s Liquor Ad Dispute 

Ohio’s attorney. general has been 
called in for a decision in the 
Jatest battle in the running war 
that has been going on since Jan- 
uary over advertising censorship 
between the Ohio Liquor Dept. and 
newspapers and advertisers. 

On May 12, the department's ad- 
vertising committee decreed that 
manufacturers of alcoholic bever- 
sges could not include names and 


aacdresses of any wholesale distrib- ’ 


utors in their advertising. This 
raisea hob with ad schedules as 


manufacturers started canceling 
ads. sor ' which were already 
in cor ms of newspapers. 

rie paper Assn. finai- 
ly ot Iment to rescind 
its Mi ‘ pending an oyin- 
ion fre orney general, and 


so adS are aud appearing as Le- 
fore. 

On Jan. 21, the department’s ad 
committee issued an order imply- 
ing it was mandatory that al!‘ 
liquor, beer and wine ad copy be 
submitted for clearance before pub- 


lication. After the obvious censor- | 


ship implication was pointed out, 
the department changed its order 
to read “voluntary submission” of 
copy. 

Later, newspaper. reported ads 
being canceled because the com- 
mittee turned down copy relating 
to caloric content in beer as mis- 
leading. 

The papers and others who dis- 
favor censorship, even the volun- 
tary kind, insist that the state law 
and regulations relating to adver- 
tising of alcoholic beverages be 
made known to all concerned and 
interested parties, and that no at- 
tempt should be made to approve 
or disapprove advertising copy by 
the Liquor Dept. except, possibly, 
at point-of-sale. 


Mag Editors, Profs to Meet 
Leading educators and _ top 
magazine editors meet June 14-15 
at Columbia U., N. Y., for a ses- 





“sion on aims and achievements of 


education and the accurate report- 
ing of it. Meeting is jointly spon- 
sored by Nationa! Education Assn. 
and the Magazine Publishers Assn. 

Among magazines to be repre- 
sented by top editors will be Sat- 
urday Evening Post, Look, Satur- 
day Review, Newsweek, Coronet, 
Good Housekeeping, Atlantic 
Monthly, etc. 





Headliner Winners 


National Headliner Club awards‘ 


to be made at Atlantic City June 
19 were announced over the past 
weekend (29), with the Nashville 
Tennessean scoring for the best 
“exclusive major domestic news 
story of 1953,” its yarn on wealthy 
Thomas C. Buntin and Betty Mc- 
Cuddy. 

Pair vanished from Nashville 22 

years ago and a Tennessean re- 
orter found them last November 
iving in a small Texas town as 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Palmer. 
Seventeen other winners were an- 
nounced by the Headliner judges. 
Seven went to newspapers, three 
to photographers, one to 2 maga- 
zine, one for a newsreel, two for 
television and three for radio. 
Show biz winners included 

Outstanding radio network news 
broadcasting—ABC. 

Outstanding public service by a 
radio network—CBS for its docu- 
mentary, “Feature Project Series,” 
and director Stuart Novins of the 
CBS Dept. of Public Affairs. 

Television network coverage of 
a news event—Edward R. Murrow 
and CBS for general excellence in 
presentation of ‘‘See It Now.” 

News reporting by a radio sta- 
tion—WERE, Cleveland, for gen- 


sermon on the innocence of men.” 
Especially well-drawn are’ the 
characters of a dead captain, the 
village strumpet, a preacher and 
the baker’s two wives. The book 
contains notes on pronunciation, 
music for the songs, a preface by 
Daniel Jones, and a photo of Dylan 
Thomas by Rollie McKenna. 





Down. 
_ Weill Biog Prepped 
George Davis, husband of Lotte 


Lenya, is doing a biography of 
Miss Lenya’s late husband, Kurt 
Weill, for Harper's. 

Weill, member of the Play- 
wright Co. until his death, is com- 
poser of “Threepenny Opera,” now 
playing off-Broadway. Miss Lenya, 
who was in the original production 
in Berlin in 1928, is in the current 
presentation too. 


Spivak Quits Publishing 

Lawrence E. Spivak, president 
and publisher of Mercury Publica- 
| Bone. Inc., N. Y., has disposed of 
his stock interest in the corpora- 
tion in order to devote full time 
\to radio-tv, which include his 
|“Meet the Press” and “The Big 
Issue” programs. / 

New publisher and sole owner 
of Mercury Publications is Joseph 
W. Ferman, until now vice-presi- 
dvwnt and general manager of the 
publishing house. Publications in- 
clude Ellery Queen Mystery Maga- 
zine and others. 


Disk Fan Mag 
A fan magazine for the record 
field, modeled after such film mags 
as Photoplay and Silver Screen, 
will debut nationally on Aug. 4. 
Monthly publication, 








' 





treatment of disk artists, deejays, 
retail record outlets and hi-fi. 

Published by DAL Publications 
in Chi, Recordland will be dis- 
tributed natfénally by Independ- 
ent News Co. Editor-publisher is 
Lester Vihon, former publisher, of 
TV Forecast magazine. Ex-VaARIETY 
muggs Marty O’Shaunghnessy and 
Jack McGuire are editorial con- 
sultant and feature editor re- 
spectively. 





Wilson’s Play Anthology 

A handful of Edmund Wilson’s 
dramas have been collected under 
the title, “Five Plays” ‘Farrar, 
Straus & Young; $6.50). Leadoff 
script, “Cyprian’s Prayer,’ has not 
been published before; but the 
other offerings, ‘““The Crime in the 
Whistler Room,” “This Room and 
This Gin and These Sandwiches,” 
“Beppo and Beth,” and “The Lit- 
tle Blue Light,” have had earlier 
printings. 

“Whistler Room” was first acted 
by the Provincetown Players in 
1924, with Mary Blair and Walter 
Abel in the cast. Together with 
;“Beppo” and “Winter in Beach 
Street” (original title of “Room, 
Gin and Sandwiches’), the three 
“Village” plays were issued in book 
form by the New Republic in 1937. 

“Little Blue Light,” 





| by Jessica Tandy ‘ 
| Cronyn, reached Broadway in 1951 
| with Arlene Francis, Burgess Mer- 


| edith and Melvyn Douglas in the! 


' cast. 
“Cyprian’s Prayer” develops as 
'a fantasy with overtones linking it 


'in some respects to the old moral- | 


ity plays. It is set in France in the 
15th century, and Wilson, in a spe- 
cial foreword, credits such diverse 
/sources aS Frank Stockton and 
| Jean Cocteau as helpful in inspir- 
ing the script’s creation. Down. 


London Whodunit U.S. Road Co. 
| Ziff-Davis has inked a deal with 








called Rec-| 
ordland, will devote itself to fan) 


initially | 
acted during the summer_of 1950) 
and Hume} 


reader who aveids books that fail to 
deal with showbiz. There's a fine 
chapter on Shakespeare and his 
home town; a glimpse of the Danish 
stage; a rollicking account of “The 
Gay Divorce” in Norwegian; and 
an assessment of Portugal's lachry- 
mose fdto singers. Nor does the 
latterday Horace neglect Caribbean 
calypso artists or the night clubs 
of Mexico. 

Hawaii seems to be Sutton’s 
favorite retreai, although he had 
a good time in Japan. In Japanese 
theatre, geisha girls preempt block- 
ticket-buying; and it is comforting 
to learn that there is a Nipponese 
show biz somewhat livelier than 
Kabuki. 

Hollywood does not escape the 
author's spyglass, and “Sutton’s 
Places” may go down in history 
for printing the un-sexiest inter- 
view with Marilyn Monroe. 

Down. 





‘Too Many Books?’ 
Walter Yust, 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, told 


sium at Kent 
Kent, O., that “a very strong con- 
viction is developing in me that 
there is too much writing done in 
the world, and there are too many 
books.” 

Emphasizing that too many 
|of today’s books seem to worth 
goer the writing nor the reading, 





Yust said, “most of my Treading to- | 


|day is done in bed and I prefer a 
| lightweight book, because if I go to 
‘sleep and the lightweight book 
|falls on my chest, it doesn’t wake 
me up. The only thing I waste is 
not time, but electricity.” 


' 





Gassner’s ‘Theatre’ 
John Gassner’s “The Theatre. in 
Our Times” ‘Crown; $5) has a com- 


| prehensive subtitle: ‘‘a survey of 


the men, materials and movemenis: 


in the modern theatre.” 


| tween covers several of his dramat- 
| ie essays and criticisms which, 
| despite their value or lack of it 
as reflections of the theatre with 
which they deal, hardly combine 
to offer a real “survey.” 

Certainly, almost every individu- 
ial or group of importance in mod- 
|ern theatre is mentioned by him. 
| Indeed, there is considerable repe- 
; tion in some cases—particularly in 
;the listing of titles and play- 
| wrights. But quite often, the Vol- 

ume lacks clarification. The arena 
| theatre movement, for example, 
'seems to be judged entirely on 
| Manhattan examples of central 
| Staging; there is no “survey” of 


' 


i 
i 


| the history and growth of this form | 


, of theatre. : 
| From the reprint of an article 
_written several years ago, one. 


|learns of Gassner’s personal 
tribulations as a producer with the 
|ill-fated “Minnie and Mr. Wil- 
,liams,” but nothing in this book 
| really tells the inspiring story of 
| regional theatre in America apart 
from references to the Paul Green 


jin Gassner’s pages 
,learn about the 
| rials” that keep drama alive across 


prise theatre every bit as “alive” 
as Broadway-v 

Mr. Gassner’s book suffers from 
careless proofreading so prevalent 
in theatre books. Familiar names 
are incorrectly entered: Laurence 


| wicke, Terence Rattigan, Katharine 
|Cornell and Erich von Stroheim. 
The book has a brief section 
about films. Down. 





Roeburt’s Latest Whodunit 
In “The Hollow Man” (Simon & 
| Schuster; $2.50), John Roeburt has 
written one of those detective 


eral excellence in local news cov- the London Mystery Magazine to | stories with style. 


erage. 


‘print the whodunit mag in the 


There is a show biz angle in 


Television coverage of a news, U-.S., using the original plates. It’s | this novel by a show biz writer 


event or series—WBNS-TV, Colum-| an unusual setup in that all the’ 


bus, O., for general excellence in 
coverage, commentary and editing 
of local news. 





Thomas’ ‘Wood’ 


| British ads will be retained, as 
well as the. original typographical 
layout. It’s being done for effect, 
according to Ziff-Davis. _ 
Magis being issued in digest size 





|(Roeburt is the author of many 
‘radio and tv scripts and several 
| screenplays). His central character, 


_Johnny Devereaux, who appeared | 


| in one of the writer's earlier books, 
“Tough Cop,” and who is not re- 


“Under Milk Wood” is title of | at 35c each, with first issue on the jated to the Devereaux clan of the 


the late Dylan Thomas’ “play for 
voices” (New Directions; $3). Orig- 
inally presented as a reading at the 
YMHA in New York, with the au- 


thor in several roles, this composi- | 


tion is less a “play” than a vigor- 


Ous poetic sketch reflecting life in| 


a Welsh seacoast village. 

The sounds of voices, Thomas’ 
rhythmic Anglo-Welsh words and 
phrases, and the use of special ef- 
fects and songs are needed to 
bring this work into proper bal- 
ance. However, readers will gain a 
Vivid notion of townsfolk, their 
deeds and misdeeds, hopes and 
fears. 

The short work is plotless, main- 
ly impressionistic. A theme is in- 
dicated: “We are not wholly bad 
or good, who live our lives Under 
Milk Wood,” and 


_ Which speaks of “a greenleaved 


in a passage! Pp 


istands last week. 


‘This Is The (Sutton’s) Place(s)’ 

Horace Sutton is a fast man 
with the footloose mot. His new 
travel book, ‘“Sutton’s Places” 
(Holt; $3.50), may make life more 
difficult for Holmes and Fitzpatrick 
in direct ratio to the joy and in- 
struction the volume will bring to 
Sutton’s fans. 








and Sutton’s 


| Saturday Review } 
“which runs in 


syndicated column, 


the merry Baedeker presents char- 


ful-traveler plenty of tricks 


better spots to wine and dine; 


rices, dodges and shares. 





acteristic impressions of places far 
and near. He also gives the wish-|the June 5 Satevepost, as told to 
in | Pete ee a 
-trundling: useful hints on the | Hollywood Did to Me.” 
ee te Henry B. Sell, editor of Town 
'and Country, and three staffers in 


Sutton’s tome will please the 


American theatre, is depicted in 
“The Hollow Man” as the star of 
‘his own tv series—a “crime-does- 
| not-pay” show. Roeburt supplies 
,some pungent, accurate observa- 
; tions on video production. 
Down. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





CHATTER 


Angna Enters’ novel, “Lucy 


|uary by Coward, McCann, Inc. 


itions for Pines Publications. 


Hotel's chieftain, Jimmy Hart, and ! 
the Pump Room, 
Larry Jonas, copy chief of) 
KOOL-TV, Phoenix, and VARIETY | 
rep there, profiled in Phoenix 
Gazette by Bobbie Johnston, | 
paper’s entertainment editor. 
“Not as. Stranger,” Morton 
Thompson's best-selling ~ novel | 
which Stanley Kramer will bring 
to the screen, is set for publication 
in Italy, France and the Nether- 
lands. 
Norman Hill promoted to direc- 
tor of promotion and public cae 
e 
/succeeds Frank P. Lualdi, recently 
named veepee of the Ned Pines 
company. 





‘aminer will amalgamate 
| Sunday sections, Pictorial: Review 
,and Southland Living, into one sec- | 
jtion, Pictorial Living, with John 


| Stingle as editor. 


editor-in-chief of: 


the ninth annual Library Sympo- | 
State University, | 


/ bringing out Sept. 10 


If Gassner’s book does not live | 
‘up to this promise, it is perhaps 
| because he is content to place be-. 


spectacles and the like. Nowhere | 
can one! 
“men and mate- | 
this country in tent shows, aboard | 


showboats, and in the many, small | 
rotary stock companies which com- | 


' Marion Crawford as Watson. 


Olivier, Vivien Leigh, Cedric Harda- | 


Starting in October the L. A. Ex- 
its two) 


New, completely reset and large- 


‘ly rewritten edition of Grove's 


Dictionary of Music & Musicians. 
will be published in America in 
November by St. Martin's Press, 
American branch of the Macmillan 
Co. of London. 

Walter R. Schmidt, editor of 
True Confessions for the last five 
years, has been named editor of 


, Teen Age Confessions and Inti- 


mate Love Stories, two new mags 
which Popular Publications is 


Lester Markel, N. Y. Times Sun- 
day editor, returned from Europe | 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 


wElizabeth. Harold Callender, Times’ 


Paris correspondent, sails today 
‘Wed.) on the same ship for his 


post in the French capital. 
i Janet Flanner, the New Yorker's 


he correspondent, returned to 
thé French capital Saturday (29) 


from N.Y. on the Liberte. Also sail- 


|}ing were Edward .H. Butler, pub- 
lisher-editor of the Buffalo Eve- 
ning News, and Howard Baldwin, 
the New Yorker’s ad manager. 
Parade Publications, in Philadel- 
phia, filed suit last Wednesday (26) 
ifor injunction in Common Pleas} 


|Court No. 2 against picketing by) 


| striking members of the Interna- 
| tional Assn. of Machinists (AFL). 


:The mag publishers claimed the 


' 


union signed a new contract last. 
|}month and then failed to live up 
| to it. 


| Strike of 129 inside workers at 


| Central News Co., in Philly, has 


| virtually removed copies of Time, 


Life, Newsweek, New Yorker, Col- 


jliers, U. S. News World Report. 


Vogue and others from 1,500 news- 
_stands in the city. Newsstand op- 


|erators, also unionized, are refus- 
‘ing to handle mags distributed by 


Central. 


Copyright Society of the U.S.A... 
|which publishes the Copyright. 
| Bibliographical Bulletin, has re- 
| elected muel W. Tannenbaum 
‘president. Other officers elected 
are Louis E. Swartz, Joseph A. 
' MacDonald, vice-prexies; Theodore 
R. Kupferman, secretary; Charles 
B. Seton, assistant secretary: Paul 
J. Sherman, treasurer, and Theo- 
dore R. Jackson, assistant treas- 
urer. 


© 
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Leslie Howard) as Holmes and H. 
An- 
other 13 will be completed by the 
end of July, and the remaining 13 
in September, following a layoff in 
August. Mme. Nicole Milinaire, 
who designed the costumes, is also 
associate producer on the series. 
Jack Gage (who megged the first 
| “Janet Dean” pic for MPTV) di- 
rected the first four, with Reynoids 
| directing the remainder. “Intrigue” 
director Steve Previn will direct 
the next cycle. French cemposer 
Claude Durand did the. score 
while Michael Weight designed the 
sets. 

On the scripting side, several 
American scenarists are involved, 
with Lou Moreheim, Harold Jack 
Bloom, Henry Sandoz and Charles 
Early writing some of the screen- 
plays with Reynolds doing others. 
Reynolds, incidentally, has no hide- 
bound rule about Americans in his 
| productions, except that the tech- 
nical crews must be all European. 
; Some of the Americans involved in 
| “Holmes” and “Intrigue,” he says, 
| are already in Europe and want to 
| Stay awhile. Others come over and 
| decide to raise some extra coin 
, by working in their own field. 

Production of “Holmes” 


puts 


In this collection of articles from | Roussel,” will be published in Jan-| Reynolds in business 52 weeks a 


| year now, with 78 half-hour shows 


| Saturday Evening Post profiling} to film annually. “Holmes” is on 


is_ titled, 


“What | 


fewer papers than Drew Pearson,” | Nat (King) Cole during his cur-|q 39-a-year schedule, as is “In- 
|rent stand at Chez_Paree, Chicago. | trigue.” 
Deborah Kerr bylined article in, pe chot i 


All the Holmes pix will 
n Paris, and this involves 
a slight overlap with “Intrigue,” 
which is lensed both in Paris and 


Copenhagen. Reynolds doesn't eye | 


| talent,” 








Standard Contract 
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clared there would be no meeting 


| of the minds of distribs and that 


any consultation the committee 
does will have to be done on an 


individual basis. ABC Syndication 


prexy George Shupert said no pro- 


visions had been made for a dis- 
tributer meeting and he indicated 
he wouldn't participate in any such 
meeting. He said he’s been work- 
ing with the committee and would 
be available for consultation. Shu: 
pert favors a standard contract as 
long as it doesn’t have provisions 
“we can't live with.” 

Other distrib named by See, 
Flamingo Films’ Sy Weintraub, 
concurred, pointing out it would 
be virtually impossible to get dis- 
tribs together. “People in this 
business are individualists, like 
Weintraub said. He said 
Flamingo, which has been using 
the National Television Film Coun- 
cil’s standard contract, ‘wodld be 
happy to consult with the commit- 
tee and go along with its standard 
contract if its features are work- 
able, but emphasized that it would 
be on an individual basis. 

Referring to the NTFC contract 
at the workshop session, See ex- 
plained that the commitiee had no 
fault to find with the NTFC con- 
tract except that conditions had 
changed greatly since i‘s inception 
some years ago. NTFC prexy Mel 
Gold had blasted the NARTB for 
its attempt to draft a new stand- 
ard contract several weeks ago, 
after the committee’s work was 
disclosed by Variety. See s2id the 
NTFC contract was “excellent” 
and has been of great value to the 
industry, but that changing condi- 
tions in the industry had made 
many of its provisions obsoleie. He 
said the committee would include 
many of its provisions in the new 
standard contract form. 


Vidpix Sing 


——_===e continued from page 39 





limited markets are “Foreign In- 
trigue,” the “Four-Star Playhouse” 
reruns, and the new dramatic an- 
thology series being readied by 
MCA for Heinz. Already available 
in unlimited markets are “Super- 


man” and “Wild Bill Hickok,” both 
previously restricted to Kellogg 
markets. Also in the works for 
the fall are the first two quarter- 


hour five-a-week filmed soapers, 
TPA-Bernie Prockter’s “Family 
Next Door” and MPTV's “Heart of 


Juliet Jones.” 


Already in release and on sale 
on a syndicated basis are the fol- 
lowing: “Stories of the Century” 
‘Hollywood Television Service’; 
“Toyn & Country Time” and 
“Colonel March” (Official}; “The 
Falcon” «NBC); “Inspector Fabian 


‘Telefilm Enterprises): “Lone 
Wolf” ‘United Television Pro- 
grams): “Signet Circle Theatre” 


‘Guild); “Tales of Tomorrow” Tee- 
Vee); “Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police” and “New Orleans Police” 
‘Minot); “Beulah” ‘Flamingo); 
and “Varsity, U. S.A.” (CBS Film). 

Rerun packages just out inciude 
Flamingo’s package of “Jeweler’s 
Showcase” shows; TPA’s “Your 
Star Showcase” series; UTP’s pack- 
age of John Steinbeck stories, 
“Lux Video” filmed episodes and 
“GE Theatre,” under the heading 
of “Curtain Call.” 


| WABG-TV’s Cuffo 


Centinued from page 39 








bought “Victory at Sea” and the 
hour-long “Hopalong Cassidy” se- 
ries from NBC Film Division, and 
expects to start them in August, 
with “Hoppy” to run _ cross-the- 
board at 4 p.m, but no time slot 
set for “Victory.” He’s looking for 
at least three more top syndicated 
series, 

Mitchell makes no bones about 
the rate-cutting deals, stating that 
he'll do pretty much the same for 
any top national spot show in re- 
turn for a 52-week contract for the 
station. He views the WABC-TV 
programming problem as a long- 
range one, and feels that if the 
station can get the top-rated shows 
away from WNBT and WCBS-TV, 
it stands a*good chance of break- 


2 , 1j i th 
the abundance of work as a prob-/|ing their rating mon oe e 


‘Chi doing profile of Ambassador | lem, though. 


‘New York market, 
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Wednesday, June 2, 1954 





ee Broadway | 


Ava Gardner back after a six- 
month stay in Europe. 

Metro production chief Dore 
Schary due in from the Coast Mon- 
day (7). 

Raymond Masse: 
Coast to report to Warner Bros. for 
a role in “East of Eden.” 

Barney Balaban, president of 
Paramount, elected 2 director of 
Manufacturers Trust Co. 

Marks Levine and O. O. Bottorff, 
co-owners of National Concert & 
Artists Corp., left Friday (28) to 
scout European music centres for 
talent. 

Charles Steinberg, Warner Bros. 
assistant publicity manager, back 


_ from Washington where he ar- 


ranged educational tieups on up- 
coming pix. 

On the Liberte for Europe May 
29: Rudolf Bing, general manager 
of the Met; Marks Levine, prez of 
National Concert & Artists Corp.; 
actress Joan Greenwoood; director 
Tay Garnett. 

Norman Luboff signed to make 
the vocal arrangement of the sea 
chantey, “A Whale of a Tale,” 
which Kirk Douglas will sing in 
Walt Disney’s “20,000 Leagues 
\Under the Sea.” 

Broadway stage designer Donald 
Oenslager, artist in residence this 
season at the Rome Academy of 
Art, flew back to Italy last Thurs- 
day (27) after a short visit here on 
family matters. 


The Howard Dietzes hosting the 
wedding reception dinner-dance, 
June 13, at their Sands Pount, L.L., 
home, for his longtime collaborator, 
songsmith Arthur Schwartz, and 
Miss Mary Scott. 


Anna Russell, Burl Ives and Paul 
Tripp (Mr. I. Magination) will be 
guest narrators for the 1954 sea- 
son of the N.Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony Young People’s Con- 
cents at Town Hall. 

Alfred Muenchhausen who has 
been with the Rogowski Press as 
a linotype operator and _ proof- 
reader for 49 years, retired June 1. 
Rogowski’s is VARIETY’s printer. 


On behalf of Warner Bros., Phil 
Silvers accepted a Father’s Day 
National Committee award for the 
Warner short, “Declaration of In- 
dependence,” at a luncheon at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Thursday (27). 


Atlantic City 


Punchinelles into Shelburne Ho- 
tel’s Boardwalk lounge. 


Warwick featuring Neil Lewis 
band in Bambo Lounge. 

Toni Bari into 500 Club for 
Memorial day weekend. 


Brighton featured Bob Barrett 
orch in its Punch Bowi as new sea- 
son started. 


Hialeah has George Geraty. 
Johnny Hartman, the Victors, and 
Raye & Shaye. 

Dude Ranch unshuttered with 
Larry Swain, Ben Cotey, Virginia 
Swain, Eileen Ryan. 

Bruce (Bubbles) Becker into 
Steel Pier ballroom June 5-6 while 
Jo Ann Tolley stars in stageshow. 

Jackie Davis Trio and Dorothy 
Donegan at the Harlem. Spot has 
changed policy for new season, 
and operates without big sepia 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 


Shoreham Hotel’s outdoor Ter- 
race supper club opened for season 
last Thursday (27). : 

Arena Stage, town’s theatre-in- 
the-round, teed off run of Arthur 
Miller’s “All My Sons” last week. 

“It’s Everybody’s Business,” 16m 
animated short “explaining the 
American business system,” to be 
unveiled Thursday (3) by Chamber 
of Commerce of U. S. 

Patrice Munsel highlighted the 
White House dirmer given by Pres- 
ident and Mrs. Eisenhower in hon- 
or of Ethiopia’s Empero): Haile Se- 
lassie with after-dinner singing. 

Screen star George Murphy one 
of 11 men to receive the Award 
of the Silver Buffalo from National 
Council of Boy Scouts of America 
for “distinguished service to boy- 
hood.” This was in recognition of 
his work as produce™ of last sum- 
mer’s Scout Jamboree tinter. 


Paris 

First French 3-D pic, ‘Paris 

Nights” preems this week. 
arcel Marceau and Co. into 

Renaissance for summer stint. 

Robert Dhery preparing a new 
comic revue, “Heads Up,” for the 
Theatre Des Varietes. 

D’Ennery’s 100-year-old meller, 
“Two Orphans,” being scripted for 
a pic by Yves/Mirande. 

_ Rock Hudson here prior to loca- 
tion shooting in Ireland on Uni- 
versal’s “Capt. Lightfoot.” 


left for the; 


_| vue. 


Grand Prize of the French Cinema 
for his filmization of the Colette 
novel, “Flowering Wheat.” 


Borrah Minevitch completing 
renovations on his Ile St. Louis, 
after hours club, which will be 
opened this week. 

Maurice Chevalier starts a pic 
here this week. Titled “I Had 
Seven Daughters,” it will be direc- 
ted by Jean Boyer. 

Jean-Pierre Aumont set for lead 
in Jean-Bernard Luc’s new com- 
edy, “Carlos and Marguerite,” 
which goes into the Madeleine in 
September. . 


Corinne Calvet, here for “Catch 
a Thief” film, inked for two other 
pix. First is to be Henri Decoin 
ic, “Good to Kill,” with Danielle 
arrieux and Jean-Claude Pascal, 
and second is the Madame Re- 
camier role in Sacha Guitry’s 
“Napoleon.” 


Charles Trenet takes over the 
stage of the European Theatre as 
head of a vaude revue as Suzy 
Delair leaves for her vacation and 
closes down the hit operetta, ‘‘Mo- 
bilette.”” Theatre will be a Music 
Hall again this summer for the 
first time in four years, 


Berlin 


By Hans Hoehn 


Japan is showing “Ikuru” at Ber- 
lin Film Festival. 


Europa Film will hold its annual 
meeting here this month. 


star until 1944, returned from Ar- 
gentina. 


“Dial M for Murder” is next 
preem at Komoedie with Viktor de 
Kowa Starred. 


RKO and United Artists plan to 
release German films during the 
forthcoming season. ° 


Ivan Desny to play the lead in 
two German pix, “Unter vier 
Augen” and “Geliebte Feindin.” 


“Arizona Lady,” Emmerich Kal- 
man’s last operetta, will have its 
oe preem in Augsburg Oct. 


Apollo has started “Annchen von 
Tharau” in Berlin-Templehof with 
Ilse Werner, Wolfang Schleif is 
directing. 

“The Ambassador,” Hawaiian 
show featuring hula dancers and 
Hawaiian musical quartet, being 
presented at local GI clubs. 


CCC studios at Berlin-Spandau 
enlarged by addition of two more 
stages which are supposed to be- 
come the biggest, mosSt modern 
ones in Germany. 


Several West German film asso- 
ciations have decided to hold their 
1954 meetings here during the 
forthcoming Film Festival, includ- 
ing the SPIO (top organization of 
W. German film industry), Assn. of 
West German Film Producers and 
Sams. of West German Film Au- 
thors. 


Copenhagen 

A.B.C.-records, specialist in. Dan- 
ish recordings, now distributing 
through Philips diskery. 

After flop of “Taming of the 
Shrew,” the Frederiksberg Theatre 
again is showing “White Horse 
Inn.” # 

Danish actress Ernie Arneson, 
who has been in real estate biz in 
Hollywood since 1949, guest-star- 
Ying in this summer’s Cirkus Re- 


French and Italian pix gaining 
foothold in Denmark. Palads 
played “Lucretia Borgia’ (Asa) for 
six weeks and ‘The Price of Fear” 
(FCP) was a hit at World Cinema. 

_The Kongelige Zeater played 
“Hamlet” this season to good box- 
office. Richard Burton and Claire 
Bloom coming in July to play 
“Hamlet” (in English) at old Kron- 
borg Castle in Elsinore. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Rose Murphy into St. Paul Flame 
Room. 


Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
singer Jimmy Carroll. 

Edyth Bush Little Theatre pre- 
sented “Love of Four Colonels.” 

Ralph _  Flanagan’s_ orchestra 
played two-night Prom Ballroom 
ate. 

Charlie Washburn in ahead of | 
“The Seven Year Itch,” Lyceum | 
underline. 

Minneapolis Symphony  orch’s 
1954-55 season $265,000 guaranty 
fund drive passed $100,000 mark. 

In chalking up $94,568 for four 
performances here, Metropolitan | 
Opera played to 18,368 patrons as 
compared to $93,112 and 18,302 
last season. 

Jess Meltzer, vet Minneapolis 
Symphony orch celloist, named or- 
ganization’s personnel manager, 
succeeding John G. McKay, who 


London 


Loke Wan [ffho, big Singapore 
circuit owner, in town with his 


wife. 

Larry Adler entertained 300 con- 
victs at a London prison with har- 
monica recital. : 

Anthony Howard, former scripter 
and free lance journalist, named 
press officer of Associated British- 


Pathe. 

Sid Phillips is to represent Brit- 
ish light music at British festival 
week at Maastrich (Holland) open- 
ing June 13. 

Phyliss Kirk conducted the draw 
of Variety Club’s annual derby 
sweepstake, which raised nearly 
$20,000 for charity. 

Sir Philip Warter, chairman of 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
sailed for N.Y. on the Flandre last 
week for confabs with WB execu- 
tives. 

Beverlee Dennis, currently top- 
ping the show at the Colony restau- 
rant, celebrated her birthday last 
Saturday (29) by being featured in 
“In Town Tonight,” Britain’s only 
simulcast. 

Henry Cornelius, director of 
“Genevieve,” planed to Hollywood 
last Thursday (27) for confabs with 
Christopher Isherwood on script of 
“I Am A Camera,” which he is to 
oe for Romulus. 

arry Mandell, chief barker elect 
of the Toronto tent, guest at Var- 
iety Club luncheon which feted 
Group Captain Douglas Bader, 
Lord Douglas of Kirtleside, and 


Charlotte Thiele, German film Jack Nener, Daily Mirror editor. 


Passengers on the _ Elizabeth 
which sailed for New York last 
Thursday (27) included Milton H. 
Biow, Maurice B. Mitchell, and 
Joseph M. Allen, director radio-tv 
activities of Assn. of National Ad- 
vertisers. 


Pittsburgh 


Johnny Kirby flew in from Houl- 
lywood to spend week with _his 
family. 

Wayne Hecht named house man- 
ager for Little Lake Theatre this 
season. 

Ralph Buring, Par exploiteer in 
this area, to Florida for two-week 
vacation. : 

Bob Nellis, former Playhouse ac- 
tor, will direct strawhat season at 
Foxburg Playhouse. 

u Stan Watt, who was a soldier in 

Home of Brave” at Community 
Theatre, into the Army. 

Dick Fortune, WDTV publicity 
director and former drama critic, 
and wife observed first wedding 
anni. 

John Bracchita, drama _ student 
at Tech, awarded Fulbright Schol- 
arship to Royal Academy of Dra- 
matie Art in London. 

Jack DeLeon, who played the 
Penn with Vaughan Monroe and 
Sauter-Finegan band Easter Week, 
at Twin Coaches with Tony Martin. 

Trudi Scott’s health forced her 
to withdraw from Charlie Gaynor 
revue, “Between Friends,” at Play- 
house; Janice Norris took her 


place. 
Memphis 
By Matty Brescia 

Johnny Eaton now running Nor- 
mal nabe house tere. 

Early Maxwell, Memphis pro- 
moter, back from trip to Holly- 
wood. 

Louis Jordan set for Handy The- 
atre in September by Chalmers 
Cullins. 

Cliff Miller skippering the swank 
Flamingo Room in the Improve- 
ment Club. 

“King and I” penciled in here 
for one week at the Ellis Auditori- 
um South ‘Hall this fall. 

Ted Mack on Beale Street here 
‘lining up Negro talent for future 
showing on his Amateur Hour 
shows. 

Chalmers Cullins, vet Memphis 
showman, back from Chicago and 
Cincinnati, to set Negro talent for 
his Handy Theatre next fall. 


Philadelphia 

By Jerry Gaghan 
_Palumbo’s to break long-estab- 
lished policy by remaining open 
this summer, 

The Troc, local Hirst Circuit 
house, ended burley bills for sum- 
mer last week. 

George Tunnell, former band vo- 


| calist, known as Bon Bon, suffered 


broken leg in a fall. 

Eddie Suez, local booker, opened 
his Club Avalon, Wildwood, N. J. 
showplace, over holiday weekend. 

Sherman Frank, local pianist, 
| goes to Kansas City for his third 
summer to maestro Starlight Opera 
Series. 

Lexington Casino, operated by 
Tony and Arthur Phillips, booking 
agents, celebrates its eighth anni 
June 3 








Claude-Autant Lara getting the 


resigned to become associated with 
business enterprise. 


Robert de Pasquale, violinist. 
will get out of the Navy this sum- 


mer and join the Boston Symphony 
in the fall. : 

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus in .a week’s stand 
starting May 24 at its new location 
in North Puilly. 

Eddie Fisher will be a repeat 
star at the annual Philadelphia 
Inquirer Music Festival in Munici- 
an Stadium June 11, 

Tune penned by local songwriter 
Bix Reichner, “If You Know the 
Lord,” is being plugged by Rev. 
Billy Graham at revival meetings 
in London. 


Liberace 


Continued from page 1 


ages adopted in an effort to attract 
Liberace’s personal attention while 
he was on the platform. Even in 









galleries femmes seemed intent 
upon drawing in their direction a 
lift of Liberace’s melting brown 
eyes, or a flash of his swoonable 
smile. 


Some on the ground floor were 
a little bolder. Two threw flowers 
at him, hundreds photographed 
him in every pose. Liberace seemed 
more than an entertainer that 
night. He was the leader of a move- 
ment — a movement that would 
have on its banner a gleaming set 
of choppers and a candelabra. 

It’s readily seen that he is all 
things to all women. It’s conceiv- 
able that the elderly dames might 
recall a Ir in the living room play- 
ing a piauo. Others, viewing the 
distinguished thatch of hair might 
see an old beau, and still others 
may have some other reasons. Any- 
how, this guy has insinuated him- 
self via television and Columbia 
waxings fnto the favor of a horde 
of women. 


Certainly, there are more accom- 
plished pianists either in the clas- 
sical or pop vein. As a matter of 
fact, Liberace digs into an ancient 
bag of show biz Tricks—some of 
them so elementary as to cause 
showmen to wonder that these 
hackneyed bits of business could 
ever hold up. For example, fol- 
lowing a Chopin medley, he urged 
that the applause be directed to 
his mother in the audience. In a 
split second the spotlight picked 
up the ample, beaming and orchid- 
bedecked Madame Liberace, who 


acknowledged the hearty applause 
with several bows. 

Such elementary tricks couldn’t 
very well be used upon sophisti- 
cates. Liberace could only develop 
so tremendous a hold on these 
femmes in an era when to be ac- 
cused of having some intellect is 
tantamount to vilification. 

While Rudolph Valentino re- 
mains par for the course and hard- 
ly anybody now remembers that 
Rudy Vallee, now a character actor, 
was once a feminine butterball 
darling, the cases of Frank Sina- 
tra, Johnnie Ray and Carl Brisson 
come to mind. Each _ induced 
strange behavior in grown females. 
If the menfolk won’t take the gals 
to Liberace’s concerts, one thing is 
for sure, the gals will go on their 
own. 

Undoubtedly, Liberace is of the 
top level of current-day showmen. 
He has carried his talent a long 
way. He gives the impression of 
enjoying his work, and his small- 
talk helps. As a matter of fact, he’s 
presold to his audiences. His vid- 
pix show (in N, Y. over WPIX) has 
built him up to one of the heaviest 
boxoffices in the U. S. 

He emphasized his hold on the 
people by citing the fact that he 
filled the Garden even though 
critics lambasted him, mentioning 
the Herald Trib’s John Crosby, and 
the Journal-American’s columnist, 
Dorothy Kilgallen. He seemed to 
have warm support from the crowd 
on the Crosby deprecations, but 
there were audible hisses when he 
mentioned Miss Kilgallen. Appar- 
ently, she’s a familiar name to this 
crowd. Anyway, after one mention, 
Liberace refrained from further 
mention of Miss Kilgallen, al- 
though he continued taking pot 
shots at Crosby. 

_ His music is of a good commer- 
eial brand, loud and without any 
tremendous depth. From pops to 
Chopin and “Cornish Rhapsody,” 
he and his maestro brother George, 
heading a 50-piece crew, went 
through hillbilly and circus rou- 
tines, and a wide variety of tunes 
which, according to musical stand- 
ards, represents a good brand of 
parlor music, 

Liberace is a modern-day box- 
office phenomenon, much as is 
Victor Borge. He's at his peak. 
and it looks like he'll be on that 
level until the fickle femmes latch 





the far reaches of the Madison Sq. |. 


Paul Kohner returns next month 
from European jaunt. 

Cesar Romero back from 19 
weeks in Mexico City. 

Milt Stein returns to Columbia 
_— pt tesa yr 

aren Sharpe hops to Frisco to- 
day to join Robert Stack. 

Chariton Heston motored in 
from Chicago for confabs with C. B 
re D. Sak TT 

Zs all, vet thesp, entere 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital a 
checkup. 

Frederick Brisson returned from 
two months of launching Broadway 
“Pajama Game.” 

Herbert J. Yates back from N.Y. 
along with Mercedes McCambridge 
and Scott Brady. 

Richard Widmark to London to 
prep co-star role in Warnick’s 
“Prize of Gold.” 

Milton Sperling succeeds Dore 
Schary ‘as Board ‘of Overseers 
chairman of the U. of Judaism. 

Dividend of $20,000 being dis- 
tributed by Universal to employees 
on company’s group insurance 


an. 

Mitzi Gaynor collapsed with high 
fever on 20th-Fox’s “There’s No 
Business Like Show Business” set; 
ordered to bed. 

Jesse L. Lasky succeeds William 
H. Wright as chairman of Screen 
Producers Guild membership com- 
mittee for coming year. 


Chicago 
Lenaud Sisters, Evlyn and Hazel, 
held over at Sheraton Hotel lounge. 


Karen Ford, local_ warbler, 
signed with St. Louis Municipal 
Opera. 

Mercury Records held two-day 
sales meet for managers and field 
reps here last week. 

Film actor Jay Robinson in town 
doing scenes from ‘“‘The Robe” be- 
fore high school audiences. 

Chez Paree availing special rate 
for prom dates after midnight on 
weekends $3.95 for dinner and en- 
tertainment. 

Jack Palance here for two weeks 
in “Dark of the Moon” at Salt 
Creek Summer Theatre’ which 
kicked off season May 31. 

Marion Davies here over last 
weekend as cocktail party hostess 
to launch Arthur Lake’s new tv 
series, ““Meet the Family.” 

Irving Green, Mercury Records 
prez, left on weekend for 10-day 
visit to Japan, where he will set up 
new branch for the diskery. 

Janet Brace playing current one- 
week at plelaier Inn, sharing bill 
with Lurlene Hunter. Cloister boni- 
face Pat Fontecchio now in N.Y. 
seeking new recording acts. 

Ed. Murrow and’ Elmer Davis 
honored with citations by Roose- 
velt College last week, with Mur- 
row speaking before school’s ninth 
annual banquet, Davis cancelled 
appearance because of illness. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 

Ward March, vet film critic for 
Plain Dealer, in Hollywood for 
three weeks. 

Wally Griffin returned to Vogue 
Room May 31, with Dorothy Col- 
lins due June 21 and Don Cherry 
on July 8. 

Meyer B. Fine, of Associated 
Theatres, reported to be dickering 
with Stanley Warner for two of its 
nabe houses. 

Norman Knuth orch, Starliters 
of WGAR, replacing Sammy Wat- 





| kins’ crew at Statler Terrace Room 


this week when Watkins goes tour- 
ing. 

_ Manny Stutz, operator of Circle, 
installed new policy of country 
and western acts in stage revues 
for double performances every Sat- 
urday,. 

Rosemary Kuhlman inked to 
warble in ‘New Moon” for Musi- 
carnival strawhatter week of July 
6; also for “Showboat” for two 
weeks starting Aug. 3. : 

Louise Hoff and Randi Sabatini 
topping Alpine Village show, while 
Carmen Mirandi checked into Sky- 
Way Club Friday (28). Jovita 
dancing Zeas and Stella Gil teamed 
in Vogue Room’s new Latin pack- 


age. 
Istanbul 


Cemal Resir Rey, conductor of 
the Istanbul Philharmonic, back in 
town from his annual European 
concert tour. 

Mucap Oflu, legit actor, inked by 
Michel Vitold for role in the 
French actor-director’s film, “Star 
of the Orient.” 

Maldun Dormen, legit sta of 
“Dial M for Murder,” set for the 
title role in Turkish-Italian copro- 
duction, “The Young Sultan.” 

Muammer Karaca, Turkish come- 
dian, back from Athens; goes to 





onto another symbol, 


Ankara to join his company of 
“Cibalt Karakolu,”*° on tour. 
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HARRY ROBINSON 

Harry Robinson, 66, vaude per- 
former, songwriter, and for past 
18 years an — of Balaban 
& Katz, died May 22 after being 
struck by a streetcar mm Chicago. 
Early in the century, Robinson ana 
partner Will Harris, now a Chi the- 
atrical agent, or d school acts 
in Peoria, Ill., and later did like- 
wise in Chicago. An accomplished 
musician, Robinson at various 
times played mandolin, banjo, and 
piano onstage. ‘ 

Collaborating on songs in the 
1920’s, Robinson scored music to 
Harris’ lyrics, and the team pro- 
duced over 300 tunes together. 
Best known was “Games of Child- 
hood Days,” a sheet music best- 
seller. Belle Baker debuted one of 
their ditties entitled, “Let's Make 
Love While the Moon Shines.” 


In 1935, Robinson joined the 
staff at Balaban & Katz as pai 
secretary of the B&K employees 
club and as secretary to district 
managers. He was retired on pen- 
gion from the organization for last 
six months and had been in poor 
health for past several years. 

Robinson’ never married. A 
brother survives. 


S. L. OAKLEY p 

S. L. Oakley, 42, vice-president 
and general manager of Jefferson 
Amusement Co., and veepee and 
general manager of East Texas 
Theatres Inc., died May 27 in 
Beaumont, Tex. He began his 
career with Jefferson Amusement 
in 1927 as a theatre manager in 
Beaumont and later served as city 
manager. for the chain in Nacog- 
doches, Marshall and Jacksonville, 
all in Texas, 


Oakley was then promoted to 
district manager of East Texas 
Theatres Inc., with headquarters in 
Nacogdoches. Later ne was trans- 
ferred to Dallas and served as 
head of the booking department 
for the two circuits. He became 
veepee and general manager in 
1945. 

_Wife, a daughter and a son sur- 
vive, 








IRVING M. DOGOLE 
Irving M. Dogole, 64, longtime 
executive with the old Stanley.Co. 
of America whose theatres are now 


operated by Stanley Warner Corp., | 


In Memory of My 
Beloved Husband 


HAROLD RODNER 
AUMANITARIAN—June 3, 1952 
Betty Rodner 


died in Philadelphia May 24. He 
started his theatrical career at the 

o“e 7 16 as.a songplugger at Coney 
sland, - 


A close friend of the late George 
M. Cohan, Dogole was a member 
of the chorus in several Cohan 
musicals, He later founded. and 
Was head of a detective agency. 

His wife, a son and two daugh- 
ters survive. 


PAUL DIAMOND 


Paul Diamond, 38, eastern divi- | 


sion manager of Unity Television 
Corp. of N. Y., died May 28 of a 
heart attack in his room in the 
Palmer House, Chicago. He had 
been in the city attending the Na- 
tional Assn. of Radio and Tele- 
vision Broadcasters convention, 
which ended May 27. 


Diamond was formerly an exec 
with Paramount Pictures’ tv de- 
partment. He was the son of the 
late Louis S. Diamond, former 
prexy of Famous Music Corp. and 
Paramount Music Corp. 


Wife and two daughters survive. 


MRS. SANDRA BERLE 
Mrs. Sandra Berle, 77, mother of 
comedian Milton Berle, died May 
31 in New York, after suffering a 
cerebral hemorrhage. Active in 
furthering her .son’s career, she 


had appeared with him on tv and | 


was frequently brought into the 
comic’s act. 

When Berle was employed as a 
youth by the old Biograph film 
studios, his mother. occasionally 
worked there as an extra. 

Also surviving are three other 
sons and a sister. 


HANS JANOWITZ 

Hans Janowitz, 63, former 
screen writer, died May 25 in New 
York after a long illness. Born in 
Czechoslovakia, he went to Ger- 
many after World War I and be- 
came a film scripter. 

His scenarios included the 1919 
production of “The Cabinet of Dr. 
Caligarj,” written ip.collakoration 
with Carl N aye¥ He came to the 


OBITUARIES 





U. S. in 1939 and until last year 
— the Jan Villon Perfume 
0. . 


Wife and a brother survive. 


_ RICHARD LAMBERT 

Richard Lambert (“Dick”) Lam- 
bert, 85, former press agent and 
theatrical manager, died May 26 
in Philadelphia. For a number of 
years in the 1920’s he served as 
both publicist and manager for 
Harry Frazee productions including 
the hit musical, ‘‘No, No Nanette.” 

Lambert later acted as booking 
manager for several seasons of 
“Tobacco Road.” 

A -widower, he is survived by a 
nephew. 


HARRY E. WOODFORD 
Harry E. Woodford, 76, former 
vaudevillian, died May 26 in Wood- 
haven, N. Y., 


team of Jarvis & Harrison. Act, 
which played the Palace and the 
top vaude circuits such as Pantages 
and Keith-Orpheum, -retired 15 
years ago. 

Wife, a son and a daughter, Mrs. 
Georgia Ayres, wife of bandleader 
Mitchell Ayers, survive, 


SHEILA TRENT 

« Sheila Trent, 46, legit actress, 
was found dead in her New York 
apartment May 26. Police at- 
tributed death to natural causes. 
She made her stage bow at the age 
of 18’ in “Mister Romeo” and ap- 
peared with Mae West in revivals 
of “Diamond Lil” from 1949-51. 

Miss Trent also appeared on 
Broadway in such plays as “Dead 
End” and “My Sister Eileen.” 


EDWARD B. ROSTERMUNDT 

Edward B. Rostermundt, 69, vet 
of the midwest film industry, died 
May 22 in Omaha after an illness 
of several years. A film salesman 
30 years before retiring in 1951, 
he was with United Artists for 21 
years. 

Surviving are his wife, mother 
and brother. 


BENJAMIN GILMAN 
Benjamin Gilman, 65, Yiddish 
legit pressagent for 40 years, died 
May 28 in New York. Born in 
Ukraine, Russia, he came to the 
U. S. in 1903. 


Brother and two. sisters survive. 








Jean Evans, 37, former circus 
aerial artist, hanged herself May 
24 in the Los Angeles city jail, 
where she was awaiting sentence 
on.a minor charge. She retired in 
1950 due to a broken back sus- 
tained when a trapeze gave way. 
She was a sister-in-law of Clyde 
Beatty. ' 


Henry (Hi) Jensen, 70, former 
vaude performer, died in Galves- 
ton, Tex., May 29. As one of the 
“Four Newsboys,” he toured. the 
|nation in the early rt of the 
century, working for the Schuster 
Circuit, among other loops. 


and later general: manager of 
American Display Co., an NSS 
subsid, died in New York, May 30. 


| Edwin J. Strong, 59, Sunday 
,editor of the Los Angeles Times 
/and well known in motion picture 
| circles, died May 22 in that city, 
following a heart attack. Surviving 
are his wife and two daughters. 











James Martin, 70, manager of | 


: after a two-month: 
d| illness. He was Jarvis of the dance 


Samuel Weissberg, 61, with Na-| 
tional Screen Service for 20 years, | pictures: 


director of WRFD, Columbus, died 
May 21 in that city. 


Father, 70, of Barnett Shapiro, 
film industry attorney, died May 
21 in Culver City, Cal. 


MARRIAGES 


Ruth Geri Hagy to Albert T. 
Brod, Philadelphia, May 29. Bride 
is moderator of ABC-TV’s “Junior 
Press Conference,” and a women’s 
page editor of the Philadelphia 
Evening Bulletin. 

Ruth Manning to Howard 
Hirsch, New York, May 27. Bride 
is a legit and tv actress. 

Bettye Griffen to Tye Morrow, 
New York, May 28. Bride is a 
dancer; he’s,an actor. 

Bernice Ochs to Tommy Rey- 
nolds, Boerne, Tex., May 23. He's 
,;an emcee on KGBS-TV, San An- 
tonio. 

Jo Ann Gibbs to Sonny Burns. 
Houston, May 21. He's a vocalist 
on KNUZ in that city. 

Sheila Cowan to John Cairney, 
Glasgow, May 27. He’s an actor 
with the Glasgow Citizens’ Theatre. 

Roslyn Biel to Seymour Simon, 
Cleveland, May 26. He is a film 
attorney in Chicago. 

*“Marion Machno to Robert Mer- 
rill, New York, May 30. He’s an 
opera singer. ‘ 

Blanche Larson to Jasper Russel, 
Laguna Beach, Cal., May 29. He’s 
assistant casting director at Metro. 

Anne Buydens to Kirk Douglas, 
Las Vegas, May 29. Bride 1s a film 
publicist; he’s an actor. 

Edith Tanzer to Martin Luray, 
Planfield, N. J., May 30. He’s night 
news editor with United Press 
Movietone Television Syndicate. 

_ Jean Peters to Stuart Cramer 
III, Washington, May 29. Bride is 
film actress under contract to 20th. 

Dr. Helen M. Harrelson to Wil- 
liam Lally, Greenwich, Conn., May 
28. He’s an actor. 

Ruth Elliot to Aaron Frankel, 
Philadelphia, May 30. Bride is an 
actress; he’s a legit director. 


BIRTHS 











newscaster at KFI. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jan Rubes, son, 
New York, May 25. Mother is radio 
actress Susan Douglas; father is a 
concert and radio singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Koblenzer. 
daughter, New York, May 26. Fa- 
ther is Eastern sales manager for 
the DuMont network. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sheaffer, 
daughter, Chicago, May 15. Father 
is assistant manager of State-Lake 
Theatre in Chi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rouen Westcott, 
son, Glendale, Cal., May 25. Father 
is on the KNBH sales staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hocken- 
berry, son, Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Father’s a scenic designer at 
WDTV. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Palumbo, 
son, Philadelphia, May 27. Mother 
is Kippee Valez, film actress and 
dancer; father is a cafe operator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Zins, son, 
Washington. D.C., April 28. Father 





Mr. and Mrs. 


Father is promotion-publicity di- 
rector of KPIX, San Francisco. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Michael, 
daughter, May 28. He’s a disk 
jockey on WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Kerr, twin 
daughters, New York, May 29. 
Father is an actor. 





_Columbia Sunset studios for nearly | 


| 12 years, died May 26 in Hollywood 
|after a two weeks’ illness, His 
| wife, son and three daughters 
eric 


| Emil Mamelock, 72, German ac- 
| tor and producer, who took up 
|residence in Switzerland when 
| Hitler rose to power, died recently 
'in Lucerne, Switzerland, 








Len Shaw, 81, drama and film 
‘critic of The Detroit Free Press 
from 1919 to 1947, died in Detroit 
| May 27. 


Father, 82, of Andre Kostelanetz, 
orchestra leader, died May 25 in 
New York. Another son and tw 
daughters survive. ‘ 


John Edward Griffith, 54, motion 
picture grip for 25 years, died May 
25 in Hollywood. His wife and 
daughter survive. 


Father, of actor Hurd Hatfield, 
died May 25 in New York. Wife 
| survives sides his son. 

















| Kathleen Earl, 41, character ac- 
‘tress on stage and screen, died 
| May 21 in Hollywood. 


| 














Orsonize Soviets 


“ummm continued from page 1 jae 








rupt this program to bring you a 
news bulletin.” Then he went on 
to say Soviet troops were invading 
the West. ~ 

Despite the fact that the intro- 
duction concluded with “This sort 
of thing could happen, but it 





defender of civil liberties issues. 
Testimony established that from | 
an average yearly pre-“Channels” 
income of $18,000 Julian had’ 
slumped to $1,600 in 1953. } 
-- Because of the continuing inter- | 
est in the Julian decision, and the . 
untried cases of Selena Royle, | 


Pert Kelton and Ralph Beil | 


Varifty excerpis at some length | 
from the decision of Justice Say- | 
pol. Action itself is described in| 
the following language: “The plain- 


tiff is an actor, mainly on radio, 
who alleges that he was libeled by 
the defendants’ publication of a 
pamphlet, luridly emblazoned on 
the cover with a radio microphone | 
resting on a red hand, over which | 
is printed in bold red letters, ‘Red | 
Channels,” and immediately he-'| 
neath, in smaller black print, “The 
report of Communist Influence in 
Radio and Television,’ in which he 
was listed (at page 90) as a partici- 
pant at two public meetings, in 
1942 as a speaker and in 1949 as 
a spectator, under the auspices of 
groups which have been found ac- 
cording to various legislative find- 
ings in evidence to have been Com- 
munist connected. 


“The pamphlet opens with intro-. 
ductory matter divided into three 
parts, Part I denominated, ‘Intro- 
duction.” This relates substantially | 
a description of that part of the | 
Soviet-Russian Communistic con- 
spiracy, quoting J. Edgar Hoover, | 
Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, that is directed to- 
wards the ultimate appropriation | 
of the media of communication of | 
news and views by radio and tele- | 
vision, utilizing immediately” by | 
siren-like appeal the talents of en- 
tertainers, the end objective being 
the reaching of the masses so that | 
they may be infected with the zeal 
to seize and overthrow the govern- 





Mr. and Mrs. Pat Bishop, son, | 


Los Angeles, May 22. Father is a/ “This pertinent qualifying and 


ment by force and violence. 


controlling language is to be found 
at pages six and seven of the in- 
troduction: ‘The Counterattack.’ 
Perhaps better than any other re- 
cent pronouncement, an editorial 
in Broadcasting Magazine (August 
15, 1949) sums up the answer: 
‘Where there’s red smoke there's 
usually Communist fire. That ap- 
plies to the creative and artistic 
end of radio ‘as it does to the other 
arts and professions. Therefore, ef- 
forts to gloss over talk of possible 
Communist infiltration of radio is 
dangerous * * *. Communist and 
Communist sympathizers have no 
place on our air. It is the duty of 
the station licensee (and the net- 
work to which a portion of that 
responsibility necessarily is dele- | 
gated) to ascertain that those who | 
harbor views contrary to our form 
of government be denied access to 





is D.C. publicity rep for Columbia , 


Herb Bachman, | 
son, May 24, Marin County, Cal. | 
| guide broadcast management in 


our microphones. * * * .' Can you 
conceive of anyone more potent 
when an emergency strikes than 
the man at the mike—the network 
mike? That should be sufficient to 


the screening of personnel.” 
Never Went to Jury 

An intimation of the reasoning 
of the presiding justice (who never 
| allowed the case. to go to the jury) 
| is contained inf this section of the 
| decision as handed down: “At this 
| point in the trial, viewed in the 
light most favorable to the plain- 
tiff, the plaintiff's argument for 
consideration may be stated as fol- 
lows: The temper of the times, 
transitory as that may be, permits 
a construction of the branding of 
the plaintiff as a Communist on a 
bare examination of the form and 
context of the cover and title and 
| sub-title and the text listing plain- 
tiff’s physical relation to activities 





iment in 


‘un CONtinued from page i, 


hasn't,” and several statements of reasonably to be deemed Commu- 
“Don’t You Believe It,” before the | nist but ignoring the other con- 
program switched to its routine; tents of the book including the in- 
training message, some people | troduction _and explanation. That 
were apparently alarmed, accord-| argument is graphically reflected 
ing to reports reaching this coun- | in the testimony of plaintiff's wit- 


try. 

The Pentagon had a tape record- 
ing of the show flown from Ger- 
many to study. 

Army officials said the show or- 
iginated in Heidelburg and was 
carri¢d on several stations. They 
insisted there had been no adverse 
reaction in Germany, but that one 
Army officer there did protest. 
TLey added that it would hardly 
fool anyone who spoke good English 





but might confuse a person with a 
| limited command of English. Nev- 
ertheless, the introduction .was de- 


—_—— ‘ ‘ $s < ” 
| Wife, 31, of Bill Arthurs, news| scribed as “poor judgment. 


| nesses Martin and Francis of their 
incomplete knowledge of the con- | 
tents, the latter having admitted 
i that in ignorance of the contents 
| of the pamphlet he had wrongfully 
anathematized the plaintiff a Com- | 
munist. He acknowledged his griev- 
ous error from the witness stand. 
In his answer to the question of 
| whether he had so branded his 
friend, without justification, he an- 





| swered ‘I plead guilty.’ 
' Another related section of Jus- 
| tice Saypol's decision (‘which some 
|in the trade interpret, together 
j with other comments, as inferen-, 


Lessons of Joe Julian Case 


as Continued from page 2 





tially a criticism of the way Juli- 
an’s case was handled in court) 
runs as follows: “Proom of.loss of 
earnings from radio and television 
does not alone establish the tause 
on an inference to be drawn from 
the acknowledged, truthful refer- 
ence to him in Red Channels. If 
the argument be that in context 
and in manner of distribution of 
the publication he has _ been 
wronged his evidence. is self con- 
tradicting and the other way. In 


any event, his own witnesses have _.. 
a continuing high opinion of his 
| talents as an actor and his qualities 


as a citizen. So that there is 


|; nothing from which a jury could 


with credible support. reflecting 
the current public attilade (Men- 
cher v. Chesley, supra), find that 
defendants had falsely b®anded the 
plaintiff as alleged in the plaintiff's 
complaint, in paragraphs 14 and 
15, in any of the categories which 
he lists (and as to some of which, 
to say the least, without definition 


| there is a failure of proof) and that 


he has been thereby held up to 


| public ridicule, contempt, infamy 


and reproach.” 
Should He Blame TV? 
Justice Saypol gave considerabie 


‘weight to the factor of television 


having perhaps weakened the mar- 
ket for Joe Julian’s services as 
actor and narrator, he having been 
chiefly identified with radio. His 
own witnesses save for two of them 


| offered no direct evidence of any 


planned exciusion of Julian from 
employment. Saypol also noted 
that those who expressed sympathy 
for Julian had themselves only 
hearsay acGuaintance with either 
Red-Channels or any consequences 
thereof. 

This, too, is a prominent argu- 
the jurists’s rationale: 
“Reading Red Channe's without the 
introduction and explanation head- 
ing the list which contains the 
plaintiff's mame is less than that 
fair readine which the law requires 
as an ingredient in a determination 
of whether or not there is defama- 
tion. The plaintiff has chesen to do 
that in jumping from the cover to 
the listing of his name at page 90. 
His witnesses, Martin and Francis, 
in their testimony demonstrate the 
inadequacy of plaintiff's proof and 
consequently of the lack of a case. 
Not only didn’t they read the book- 
let they abruptly grasped at their 
conclusion and on the witness stand 
confessed their lack of the required 
fair reading, Francis changing his 
opinion on knowing all the con- 


(tents emphasked the point. 








Segregated Theatres 





is being prepared in Baltimore. 
There, a hotel which accepted res- 
ervations for Negroes for a con- 


vention, barred them when they 
claimed their reservations. In one 
case, a man got his room, then 


found himself locked out of it by 
the hotel. 


“If this case is won,” 
NAACP spokesman, “the result 
would affect all public places 
which require municipal or state 
licenses—hoteis, restaurants, thea- 
tres, night clubs, etc.” The Bal- 
timore hotel case is expected to 
wind up in the Supreme Court in 
the next year or two. 

Theatre men in the South are 
sitting tight for the time being. In 
most states, segregation is decreed 
by state law. Should exhibitors 
terminate it, they would be sub- 
ject to prosecution under these 
statutes. Therefore, they are going 
along with the state laws until such 
time as the Supreme Court knocks 
them out, it was explained. ~ 


cues anteoe 


l ey 
Clerks Invade Europe 


oe Continued from page l jaa 


said an 


























and another 10,437 said they were 
clerks and secretaries. Only 10,605 
of the total were “executives.” 

List includes 4,604 common la- 
borers; 6,419 skilled laborers; 6,501 
retired persons; 6,507 students; 859 
barbers and beauticians: 205 drug- 
gists; 1,798 farmers and ranchers; 
4,688 teachers; 4.959 engineers, 
2,609 tradesmen, etc. 

Of course, these figures do not 
include travel to such places as 
Canada,. Bermuda, Hawaii, etc., for 
which no passports are required. 
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